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NUMBER  I. 


PARISH  OF   LETHNOT. 

(county    of    FORFAR.) 
Bj  the  Rtv^  Mr  John  Tatlor* 


Annexation  and  Situation, 

nPHE  pariflies  of  Navar  and  Lethnot,  prior  to  the  year 
17^39  were  two  feparate  charges :  Before  their  union, 
the  pariih  of  Lochlee  and  Lethnot  were  one  diarge.  Tho 
minifter  refided  at  Lethnot,  and  preached  two  fabbaths  at 
Lethnot,  and  the  third  at  Lochlee*  But,  as  Lochlee  is  dif« 
tant  from  Lethnot  ten  com^ted  miles,  and  as  the  road  was 
found  always  inconvenient,  and  often  dangerous,  e^MciaUy 
in  winter,  it  was  judged  proper  by  all  concerned  about  the 
year  1723,  to  disjoin  Lochlee  from  Lethnot,  to  make  the 
Vol.  IV.  A  former 
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former  a  feparate  charge,  and  to  annex  Navar  to  the  latter. 
Navar  and  Lethnot,  thus  united,  lie  in  the  county  of  Forfiir, 
the  prefbytery  of  Brechin,  and  the  fynod  of  Angus  and 
Mearns.       They  are  furrbunded  by  the  Grampian  hills 
on  all  fides,  except  towards  the  eaft,  where  there  is  a  fmall 
opening,  through  which  the  Weft- water  iffues,  and  the  plain 
of  the  M^ams  is  feen.     The  oilly  part  of  the  Grampians, 
that  lies  to  the  fouth  of  them,  is  the  hill  of  Caterthun,  re- 
foarkable  for  having  on  its  top  the  remains  of  a  very  anci- 
ent fortification.    Oppofite  to  Caterthun,  which  is  the  high- 
rft  top  of  a  long  ridge,  running  nearly  from  eaft  by  north 
to  weft  by  fouth,  are  the  Grampians  on  the  north,  nearly 
in  a  parallel  diredion  to  the  long  ridge  of  Caterthun,  but 
much  higher.      Along  the  bottom  of  thefe,  Navar  and 
Lethnot  are  fituated,  the  breadth  of  the  arable  land  from  the 
bottom  of  Caterthun  on  the  fouth  to  the  uncultivated  parts  of 
the  highsr  Grampians  on  the  north,  being  nearly  3-4ths  of  a 
mile  all  along,  and  the  length  about  5  miles.  Lethnot,  which 
lies  eaftward,  b  bounded  on  that  quarter  by  the  parifli  of 
Edzel,  and  part  of  the  parifti  of  Stricathrow,  on  the  fouth- 
eaft  and  fouth  by  the  eaftem  part  of  the  ridge  of  Cater- 
thun, which  feparates  it  from  the  parifti  of  M enmuir ;  on 
the  weft  by  the  Weft-water,  which  feparates  it  from  Navar ; 
and  on  the  north,  by  that  part  of  the  Grampians,  called  the 
hill  ofWirran^  or  the  hill  offprings^  (as  the  word  Wirran  is 
laid  to  fignify,)  which  feparates  it  from  the  parifli  of  Loch- 
lee.    Navar  is  bouhded  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-wefi  by  the 
weftem  port  of  the  ridge  of  Caterthun,  which  divides  it 
from  Menmufar ;'  on  the  weft  it  is  feparated  from  the  Glens 
of  Fern,  Tannadice,  Cortachy  and  Clova,  by  a  great  extent 
of  tlie' Grampian  mountains ;  and.  towards  fhe  north,  others 
of  thefe  mountains  divide  it  from  the  parifli  of  Lochlee. 
But  befides  that  part  of  the  pariflies,  which  is  fituated  as 
above  deicribed,  there  is  a  confiderable  number  of  fmall 
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fiurtHAy  whidi  lie  fbattered  on  the  Weft- water  and  other. 
finall  rivulets,  extending  a  good  way  among  the  hills  in  a 
north-weft  dlreftion  from  the  church  of.  Lethnot,  the  moft 
diftant  being  upwards  of  five  miles  from  it. 

Soilf  Marly  Sec— The  foil  in  both  pariihes  is  various,  fome 
of  it  is  of  a  day  nature,  fome  a  rich  loam  with  a  till  bot- 
tom, and  there  is  fome  haugh  ground  adjacent  to  the  Weft- 
wajter  with  a  £EUidy  bottom.     The  ancient  name  of  the 
Weft-water  was  Dj ;  it  has  its  fource  among  the  hills  about 
twelve  miles  north-weft  from  the  church  of  Lethnot,  and  it 
receives  in  its  progreis  a  great  number  of  rapid  rivulets. 
There  are  appearances  of  unihapely  rocks  here  and  there 
on  its  banks,  and  at  one  place  there  is  found  limeftone  of  a 
reddiih  fandy  nature,  mixed  with  veins  of  freeftone.     The 
farmers  quarry  the  limeftone,  and  find  it  to  anfwer  well 
with  their  lands.     But ,  there  is  no  freeftone  quarry  within 
the  pariihes,  and  though  fome  of  the  ];ocks,  which  feem  in 
general  to  be  compofed  of  what  is  commonly  called  /curdy 
^onff  might  anfwer  for  building,  yet  there  is  no  quarry  of 
them  opened  for  that  purpofe.    There  is  in  the  hill  of  Wir- 
ran^  a  fpecies  of  rock  of  a  bluiih  colour,  and  of  a  very  fine 
texture,  very  like  to  that  of  the  fmall  blue  flates,  from  which 
the  farmers  quarry  lintels  for  doors  and  windows.     They 
can  have  thefe  pieces  almoft  of  any  length  and  breadth  they 
pleafe ;  but  as  the  rock  is  at  fome  diftance,  it  is  feldom  * 
wrought.     What  is  of  greater  confequence  to  fome  of  the 
farms  of  the  pariihes  is  a  vein  of  clay  or  rock  marl,  which 
^ns  from  the  eaft  end  of  Lethnot  to  the  weft  of  Navar,  in 
a  line  nearly  eaft  by  north  to  weft  by  fouth.     This  vein  ex- 
tends beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  pariihes.     It  is  found 
on  the  lands  of  Balfour  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles  eaft,  and 
it  is  found  a  little  north  of  the  Houfe  of  Fafque,  the  feat  of 
Sir  Alexander  Ram&y,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  miles  from 

this 
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this  place.  A  great  qaantit;',  no  left  than  300  of  onr  out* 
loads  are  neceiTarj  to  manure  an  acre.  But  when  it  is  put 
on  in  fufficient  quantity,  it  is  far  preferable  to  fime,  its  vir^ 
tue  remaining  for  many  years.  It  i^  of  different  colours^ 
fome  bluifli,  and  fome  purpliih  mixed  with  veins  of  a  cream 
colour.  It  efiervefces,  like  limeftoney  with  aqiia  iartix,  and 
anfwers  heft  with  thin  dry  land.  However  it  can  be  of  nfe  to 
the  adjoining  farms  only,  becaufe  with  refpeA  to  thofe  at 
the  difiance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the  pit,  the  expence  and 
labour  would  exceed  the  profit.  It  is  found  at  fix,  eight, 
and  in  fome  places  ten  feet  below  the  furface.  It  is  laid  on 
ley  and  fpread  in  fummer,  and  continues  to  incorporate 
with  the  furface  during  the  winter-rains  and  firoft*  and  the 
field  is  broken  up  in  fpring  for  oats. 

Mineral  fprings.^^Thti^  is  a  great  number  of  mineral 
fprings  within  the  pariflies,  all  of  a  chalybeate  natiu-e ;  fome 
of  them  are  ftrong,  and  prove  beneficial  in  complaints  of  the 
fiomach  and  gravel.  People  of  the  neighbourhood  frequent- 
ly vifit  them ;  but  there  is  no  refort  to  them  by  perfons  at 
a  difbmce,  though  it  is  believed  they  would  prove  as  falu« 
tary  in  fome  complaints  as  the  wells  of  Pananach,  which 
are  in  high  repute. 

Fijb. — In  moft  of  the  fmall  rivulets,  which  fall  into  the 
Weft- water,  there  is  trout  of  the  common  kind  ;  and  in  the 
Weft-water  itfelf,  there  are  three  fpecies  of  frefli  water 
trout ;  i^,  Thofe  of  the  common  kind  about  eight  or  nine 
inches  long ;  tdly^  The  yeUowifh  trout  confiderably  larger ; 
and  ^dfy^  A  fpecies  of  trout  called  Par^  about  the  fize  of  a 
common  bum  trout,  with  a  fmall  head,  and  fides  beautiful- 
ly clouded.  Befides  the  above  kinds,  there  are  alfo  fea- 
trouts,  which  come  up  firom  the  fea  in  May,  from  one  to 
two  pounds  weight.    There  is  likewife  plenty  of  Imouts, 
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(as  dbey  9tt  comsionly  called)  or  finelts,  which  are  a  ilen* 
der  dear-ikinacd  fpecies  of  trout  ahoat  eight  or  nine  inch- 
es long  :  They  are  fuppofedhj  fome  to  be  young  fea-trout» 
but  their  flelh  is  white,  whereas  that  of  the  fea-trout  is  red- 
difii  like  ialinoo. 

DifiempiTj. — On  account'  of  our  being  furrounded  by 
high  hills,  we  are  expofed  to  frequent  and  ftrong  guJEb  of 
wind,  by  which  the  atmofphere  is  kept  pure  and  healthy. 
The  diftempers  moft  prevalent  are  inflammatory  and  pleu- 
rify  fevers,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  fuddpn  changes  of 
the  weadier,  and  to  the  peoples  being  expofed  to  hard  ezer« 
cife,  wet  clothes,  and  a  fudden  flopping  of  the  perfpiration. 
There  is  a  diftemper,  called  by  the  country-people  the  leap^ 
tng  agtu^  and  by  phyficians,  St  Vitus* $  dance^  which. has  pre* 
vailed  occaficmally  for  upwards  of  6c  years  in  thefe  pariihes, 
and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  ones.  The  patient  flrft  com- 
plains of  a  pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
back ;  to  this  fucceed  convulfive  fits,  or  fits  of  dancing  at  cer- 
tain periods.  This  difeafe  appears  to  be  hereditary  in  fome 
families.  When  the  fit  of  dancing,  leaping  or  running  fei- 
zes  the  patient,  nothing  tends  more  to  abate  the  violence  of 
the  difeafie,  than  the  allowing  him  firee  foope  to  ezercife 
himfelf  in  this  manner  till  nature  be  exhaufted.  Another 
diftemper,  with  which  the  confiitution  of  fome  families  here 
is  tainted,  is  the  fcrofula  or  king's  evil,  owing  very  pro- 
bably to  cold,  and  to  a  poor  aliment.  But  in  general  the 
-  climate  feems  favoui^ble  to  longevity.  Within  thefe  laft 
x6  years,  four  perfons  have  died,  who  were  above  90  ;  one 
of  them  was  io5. 

Population.'^'Dt  Webfter's  ftate  of  the  population  about  40 
years  ago  was  635  fouls.  The  number  of  people  has  decreafed 
confiderably  within  thefe  laft  20  years.  In  1777  and  1778,  the 
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nnmber  was.  555*  of  whom  268  were  males,  187  wet^  ic* 
males,  65wcrcundcrfixyeanofagc,  99  were  under  10  years, 
50  were  Nonjurors,    and  2  were  Bereans.   But  in  1790, 
the  number  was  only  505,  of  which  256  were  males,  249 
were  females,  62  were  undef  fix,  and  98  under  ten.    There 
are  at  prefent  fix  tailors,  feven  weavers,  two  (miths,  and 
two  Wrights,  within  the  pariihes.    In  1 790,  the  number  of 
Nonjurors,  or  more  properly  now,  Epifcopalians,was  56.  The 
caufe  of  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  people  is,  that  in 
no  leis  than  fix  cafes,  two  farms  have,  within  thefe  four- 
teen years,  been  joined  into  one.     Befides  the  number  of 
fubtenants  is  alfo  confiderably  diminifiied.     There  were  fix- 
teen  houfes,  then  inhabited  by  fubtenants,  which  are  now 
ruinous.    In  fome  cafes,  the  poffefibrs,  being  old  people, 
died  out ;  and  in  others,  the  farmers  chofe  to  have  their 
pofiefiion  of  land  in  their  own  hand,  becaufe  they  could 
turn  it  to  more  advantage ;  befides  they  wifhed  to  lefien 
the  number  of  their  fubtenants,  becaufe  they  found  it  in- 
convenient to  lead  fuel  to  them,  and  to  perform  other  fii- 
pulated  fervices.    The  diminifhing  of  the  number  of  fub- 
tenants and  the  uniting  of  farms,  it  is  prefumed,  is  an  evil 
not  peculiar  to  this  comer.    The  confequence  b,  that  there 
IS,  and  has  been  for  fome  time,  a  great  difficulty  in  procu- 
ring  fervants. 
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In  the  year  1778,  there  were  119  inhabited  houfes ;  but 
in  1790,  the  number  wai  only  103.  The  number  of  mar- 
ried perfons  or  couples  in  1778,-  was  85  ;  in  1790,  the  * 
number  was  74^  There  were  15  bachelors,  widowers  in- 
cluded, keeping  houfes  by  themfclves,  and  for  the  moft  part 
old  men,,  in  the  year  1 778.  The  number  of  perfons  of  the 
fame  defcription  in  the  year  1790  was  13.  As  to  the  num* 
bcr  of  children  produced  by  marriages,  there  are  many  in- 
fiances  here,  when  young  people  marry,  and  are  in  eafy 
circumftances,  of  their  having  eight  children  ;  nfiany  where 
there  are  ten  children,  and  feme  where  there  are  thirteen. 
But  when  people  advanced  in  life  -marry,  the  number  of  * 
childrfen  is  two  or  three;  and  fometimes  none.  Many  of  our  ' 
young  people  remove  from  thfc  parlfhes,  but  not  for  want 
of  employment*  ITiey  get  higher  wages  to  the  fouthward, 
and  Ibme  ttmoxe  fo.4iloftk«r  of  leaniiog,  a  particular  trade 
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or  art,  as  their  genius  leads  them.  None  have  periflied 
from  want,  fince  the  end  of  tlie  laft  centurj^  when  there 
were  feven  years  of  generaT  fcarcity,  and  when  fome  per- 
fons  were  found  dead  with  cabbage,  kail-roots,  ISc,  in  their 
months. 

• 
Sbeep. — The  number  of  flieep  Is  abo^t^67709  of  lambs 
1256.  »  But  as  a  great  number  of  Iamb»  peri^  through  the 
weakncfe  of  the  ewes,  owing  to  fevere  winters  and  fpringsr, 
there  are  brought  annually  from  the  fouthem  counties  about 
678,  part  of  them  lambs,  but  for  the  mofl  part  year-olds, 
becaufe  theie  laft  ftand  the  winter  better.  Hence  the  an- 
nual increale  arifing  from  lambs  produced  at  home,  and 
from  thofe  brought  from  the  fouth,  is  about  1934.  But  of 
thefe  generally  one  third  is  deftroye.d,  before  they  come  to 
full  maturity,  fome  by  foxes,  fnme  by  fevere  winters  and 
fprings,  fome  are  amifling,  and  many  are  cut  off  by  a  dif- 
eafe,  which  is  here  called  the  Braxes.  Hence  it  happens, 
that  the  fale  of  old  fbeep  annually  amoiints  oqly  to  s^jda  of 
ip34,  that  i»  1189*  The  fouth  country,  or  wh^t  is  here 
called  the  Tarrow  broody  are  of  a  larger  fize  than  the  na- 
tive kind,  and  bring  a  higher  price  from  the  butcher ;  bat 
their  wool  is -much  coarfbr.  There  is  now  fuch  a  mixtore 
of  the  two  breeds,  that  hardly  any  of  thfs  native  kind  are 
to  be  found  pure.  The  wool  of  the  native  kind,  fevenl 
years  ago,  ufed  to  fell  at  is.  3  ^,per  lb.,  and  at  prefent it 
eaiily  brings  that  price*  when  pure  ;  while  that  of  the  Yar- 
row breed  brings  only  xod.  or  iid.  The  poxuuL  con- 
fifts  of  24  ounces  EngliiOb..  Many  ^  our  farmers  begin  t» 
think  that  they  would  have  a&qd  more  wiiely,  had  they  en- 
couraged their  07m  native  bree4  :  for  they  find,  in  thcj!rjl 
place,  that  the  Yarrow  breed  requires  mitcfa  mote  pafturie  1 
adfyf  That  tliey  do  not  ftand  the  winter  fo  well ;.  and,  ^dfy. 
That  theif  wool  is  of  a  much  coftrfei:  quality*.   A  wedder 
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«£  the  Sfttive  breed  when  fiill  grown,  fells  at  zos.  6d.  or 
XX  s.  and  the  Yarrow  kind  brings  14  or  15  s.  It  is'obfer- 
▼ed  here,  that  the  nature  of  the  flieep's  pafture  greatly  af« 
feds  the  wool.  A  £u:m  ^hcre  there  is  much  wet  marfliy 
ground,  alid  that  rough  kind  of  grais  which  grows  on  fuch 
po6nd^  alwap  produces  coarfe  wool. 

The  fineft  wool  is  produced,  where  the  ih'eep  have  joung 
tender  .heath,  and  (kort  fweet  grais  to  feed  upon. 

The  difeslTe  formerly  mentioned  under  the    name   of 
BraxeSf  in  this  place,  proves  fatal  to  many  of  the  young 
iheep»    It  feizes  them  towards  the  end  of  harveft,  when 
they  are  in  bed  condition,  and  the  moft  thriving  are  cut  off 
by  it.    When  their  bodies  are  opened,  the  blood  is  found 
extravalated  in  their  bowels,  and  in  a  putrid  (late.     It  ap- 
pears to  be  infedious ;  for  when  the  difeafe  begins,  num- 
bers periih,  and  they  are  cut  off  by  a  ihort  illneis.  No  me-  . 
thod  b  found  fo  eflbdual  for  flopping  the  progreis  of  the 
malady^,  as  removing  the  iheep  to  a  pafture  at  fome  didance. 
When  the  young  iheep  are  carried  to  a  diflant  pafture,  it 
is  (bme  time  before  they  become  acquainted  with  it,  fo  that 
for  a  few  days  at  leail,  they  n^uil  be  but  half-fed.    This 
confideration  induced  an  ingenious  man  in  a  neighbouring 
pariih,  to  confine  his  young  iheep  a  good  part  of  every  day 
within  their  pens,  at  the  tinoe  when  the-  Braxes  began  to 
make  its  appearance,  that  they  might  be  prevented  from 
filling  their  ftomachs,  when  attacked  by  it,  and  this  precau- 
tion had  the  deiired  effed  in  laving  their  lives.     There 
are  others  who  f^y,  .that  they  have  tried  this  precaution 
without  fueceis* 

Hwfes  Ondjflact  ca#/i!f.— The  aumber  of  horfes  within  > 
the  pariihes  is  147 :  many  of  them  are  of  a  fmall  fize,  only 
aUttle  larger  than  the  Shetland  breed.  The  number  of 
black  cattle  is  €ot*    The  number  of  calves  reared  annually 
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is  about  130 ;    but  befides  thefe,  there  are  between  tw# 
and  three  dozen  fed  for  die  butcher. 

Heritors^  farmsy  Wc— The  heritors  of  Navar  and  Leth*- 
not,  are  three  in  number,  none  of  whom  refide.   The  valu- 
ed rent  is  L.  1031 :  13  :  9  Scots :   The  real  rent  is  about 
L.  410  Sterling.    The  proprietor  of  the  greatefi  eftate  gave 
leafes  (alittle  after  1760)  to  all  the  tenants  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  pariihes  for  two  nineteen  years  and  alifie^  and  for 
one  nineteen  and  a  life,  to  thofe  in  the  upper  or  more  hilly 
part  of  the  eftate,  obliging  the  tenants  to  carry  on  certain 
pieces  of  improvement  fpedfied  in  their  leaies.  They  becamo^ 
obliged  to  build  fubftantial  houfes  on  their  refpedive  farms, 
to  inclofe  a  certain  portion  of  the  farm,  to  bring  in  and  im- 
prove baulks,  and  fuch  pieces  of  wafte  ground  as  were  fit 
for  improvement,  and  to  plant  an  acre,  or  half  an  acre,  ac« 
cording  to  the  fize  of  the  fBurm,  of  young  trees  in  fome 
convenient  place,  and  to  keep  a  fuffident  fence  around  them 
till  grown  up.    Some  of  the  tenants  have  completely  ful- 
filled thefe  ftipulations.    AU  the  farms  are  fet  upon  mode- 
rate terms,  fome  at  7  s.  per  acre,  fome  at  5  ^  and  fome  as 
low  as  a  s*  4  d.    Their  fize  is  V^ery  various ;  fome  confift  of 
30  acres,  fome  of  50,  fome  of  80  ;  there  is  one  of  100  acres, 
and  another  of  x6o.      The  rent  of  thofe  farms  which  lie 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  pariflies,  is  made  to  rife  at  the  end 
of  every  nineteen  years  of  the  leafe.  Thus  the  farm  of  160 
acres,  which  paid  L.  33,  for  the  firft  nineteen,  pays  now 
yearly  during  the  currency  of  the  fecond  nineteen  L.  39, 
and  is  bound  to  pay  for  the  firft  nineteen  of  the  life  L.  45. 

All  the  tenants  have  already  increafed  the  value  of  their 
&rms  very  confiderably  by  improvements,  and  by  bring* 
ing  Wafte  ground  into  cultivation  :  But  there  is  fUll  a  good 
deal  of  wafte  ground  on  moft  of  the  farms,  which  will  re-« 
quire  the  induftry  of  many  years  folly  to  improve.  Moft 
of  the  larger  £mna  confift  of  what  was  formerly  two  hxms^ 
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^^^^iP^^tttere.— 'The  mimber  of  acres  araUet  may  be  efli- 
'  mated  at  i200.    Of  tbdSs  about  400  are  allotted  to  oats, 
soo  for  Chefter  bear,  30  for  peafe,  about  an  equal  Dumber 
for  toraipa,  potatoes  and  cabbage ;  all  tbe  reft  Ue  in  graft, 
about  144  acres  being  fown  with  red  dotver,  white  clover^ 
and  rjre-grais.  The  number  of  ploughs  is  aS ;  but  about  30 
or  40  years  ago,  die  number  was  upwards  of  40.  Thecaufe 
of  the  decreafe  is,  diat  in  many  inftances,  two  fSums  have 
been  joined  into  one  fince  that  period,  and  befides,  in  the  hil- 
ly part  of  the  paiiihes,  federal  farms  whkh  were  formerly  in 
oikivation^are  at  prefient  lying  in  gra&,and  meant  to  be  kept 
in  diat  ftate,  as  pafture  £»r  cattle  and  iheep.  Twenty-eight 
ploughs^  indeed,  a^e  more  than  fuffident  for  all  the  labour; 
dio'  on  die  larger  &rms  there  is  workenou^  for  the.  ploughs 
employed.  On  a  finall  fiurm  of  18  or  ao  acres,  one  plough 
of  four  final!  hories  is  more  than  enough ;  fo  that  the  unit* 
ing  of  fioiall  farms,  which  lie  conuguous,  may  be  fometimes 
confidered  as  a  wife  plan,  and  as  tending  to  the  advantage 
of  the  country,  at  leaft  in  refped  of  the  landlord. 

Within  thefe  laft  30  years,  the  art  of  fiirming  is  gready 
improved  in  this  place*  It  is  only  about  20  years  ago,  that 
die  fiumers  began  to  clean  their  land  by  fowing  turnip,  and 
to  few  grals  feeds.  Since  that  period  there  has  been  a  great 
fpirit  of  induftry  and  improvement.  As  lime  anfwers  well 
with  their  land,  they  have  been  in  the  prafiice  for  feveral 
years  oS.  bringing  it  from  a  great  diflance.  Some  of  diem 
bring  it  at  leaft  la  ftatute  miles.  Hence  the  quandty  of 
gndn  produced  at  prefent  is  &r  greater  than  what  wto  pro* 
dnced  30  years  ago.  At  prefent  the  pariflies  can  fpare  an- 
nually, at  an  average,  about  500  bolls,  part  in  oats  and  oat- 
meal ;  but  the  greateft  part,  bear  in  grain,  which  is  carried 
to  Brechin  and  Montrofe.  The  beginning  of  our  feed-time 
here  is  very  various,  owing  to  the  fpring  inow  lying  long 
near  die  bottom  of  the  hills^  Generally  we  begin  to  fow  oats 
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he£wt  the  iQiddle  of  Maidi|.afld  hear  aboabthe  muddle  o£ 
April.  .In  the  years  xjSa,  ^785,  .1788,  and  1789,  AprU 
>was  be^^  and  the  firft  eight  days  of  it  n^tr  gone,  before 
there  aras  any  fowing  here.   .But  in  1 78(7,  .1790,  and  179X, 
fome  .of iiiir.  fannera  began,  to  fowpeafe  and  oats  inFebnut'' 
xjf  and.  all  of  them  in  tiie  firft  and  fiecond  'week  of  March. 
The  beginning  of  harvcft. here. is  ^o. Talons..  Generally 
it  begia&.abont  the  fiifb  jot  Xeoofid  week  of  Sisptember»  .and 
is  finiihe4  before  the  firft  of  November,  and  all  the  corns 
igot  in.   :But.in  tlie  year. ri78 a, . there  wa&  no  .zeapisig.  till 
-the  3d  of  O^faiber^  and  it  was  the  aoth  of  November,  before 
aijl  tlie  corns  were  got  in.     Crop.1782  in  this  ,{^€9  a9  in 
the  greateft  part  of  tbeJungdom,  turned,  out. very  unpro- 
duftiT<.    The  (how  and*  froft- came  on  before  the  corns 
jwere  lipened.    However,  with  what  the  people  had  refer- 
▼ed  o£  the' former  crop,  and  with,  the  fcanty  fopply  whidi' 
crop  ijii  afforded,  they  were  able  to  fybfift  till  crop  1783 
camein^dd,  without  ieeking  any.affiftanoe  from  abroad  i  or 
at  leaft,  if  a  Imall  portion  of  meal  was  brought  from  .Mon* 
trole,  and  fome  bolls  of  feed-oats  bou{^t,  Ithere  was  .more 
fold  out  of  the  pariflies,  to  people  who  came  from  Dee  .fide, 
and  other  places.  It  is  thepradiceof  many  in  tbefepafifties 
to  have  their  .gimals  or.  miealrchefls  always .  pretty  full,  that 
they  may  be  prepared  againft  a-  bad  crop.     Experience  haa 
taught  them  this  precaution,  becaufe  the  hpsrvefts  here. are 
often  precarious,  and  the  corns  fuffer  either  by  iwind,  or  by 
the  winter  coming  on  before- diey -are  fully  ripened.  There 
is  b^t  little  flax  raifed  here.  It  does  not  generally  ripen  fiif- 
ficiently,  to  tempt  a  fiumer  to  riik  many  acres  on  its  culti-t 
vation. .  Yet  moft  of  the^armexs  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
parifliesfow  a  peck  cir  two  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  £MBiliea^ 
^  they  reckcm  it  a  tolerable  crop,  if  they  have  between 
two  aqd  three  ftone-afier  the  peck  of  Jintie^d.    The  ftene 
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cmfifls  of  I4ib.  EogUih,  ox;  aa  )b.  Amfieidam...  Theie  is 
no  common}f»&xn  except  .th^  hills. 

DtfadvaitU^es^^Jixaxmg  the  di£d vantages  to  idiich  this 
place  is  expofed^  may  be  reckoned  a  long  continuance  of 
Ihow  in  the  fpzing,  bj  which  the  operations  of  hu&andr j 
are  interrupted,  and  the  Ibed-time  retarded;  and  on  this 
accoonty  our  corns  are  but  leldom  fo  well^^ripened  as  thofe 
in  the  low  country.  While  good  oats  in  the  low .  country 
yield  fizteen  pecks  of  meal  ^cr  boUy  we  reckon  them  good 
here,;  if  they  yield  fifteen.  T]^  winters  here  are  dwaya 
more  Cevere  than  in  the  low^^qntry,  and  our  £|rmers  are 
.often  intermpted  in  their  opti^tions  by  ftorms,  while  thofe 

;to  the  fouthwaid  c^^th^  hills  can  plow  and  cart.  Befides 
they  frequently  fnffer  very  confiderably  in  fevere  winters 
and  fprings  by  the  lofs  of  iheep  and  lambs.     Our  diftance 

^fiaom  Brpcbin,  which  is  the  ne^eft  market^town  being 

.five  coi^pute4>milea,  and  the  road  acrols  the, fleep  hilLof 
Caterthun,  often  rendered  impaflable  for  horfes  by  the 

tliioWy  may  b^  reckoned  another  diiadvantage  under  which 
this  country  labours. 

Stipend^  (/r.— *The  ftipend  is  L.  ji^  19  s.  Sterling,  and 

.16  bolls  oatmeal.    The  glebe  may  be  eftimated  now  at 

five  guineas  yearly.    The  church  is  probably  two  or  three 

ihundied  years  old.    It  was  covered  with  lead  until  the 

you:  •1742,  and  then  jlated.    A  njunifter  of  the  parifh,  fo 

many  years  ago,  that  neither  his  name  nor  the  period  of 

his  incumbency  is  rememberedi  lived  and  died  a  bachelor, 

and  having  money,  he.  bequeathed  it  to  cover  the  church 

with  lead.    It  is  iaid,  that  his  body  lies  interred  b  a  ftone 

coffin  in  the  eafi  end  of  the  dmrch^    As  to  the  manfe,  it 

38  but  a  modetu .?4ifiGe.    It  was  builtahout  the  X723*  T^^ 

Sing  jU  ^itrw  of .tfa^ jariOi, 

School* 
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Schoo/.'^'TtArt  are  two  fdiods  within  the  parities ;  the 
vftabliflied  fchool,  and  another  founded  on  private  donation* 
The  pariih  fehoolmafter*s  fivlngconfifts  of  loo  merks  Scots, 
paid  by  the  heritors  and  tenants,  fees  for  baptifinsy  marria- 
ges, and  fchool'feesi  and  maj  be  eftimated  at  L.  x  i  or  L.  la. 
For  a  few  months  in  winter,  the  number  of  fcholars  it 
fometimes  above  40,  but  through  the  fpring  and  fummer^ 
only  about  a  dozen  attend  the  (chool.  Reading,  writing, 
and  arithmedc,  are  the  only  branches  taught.  The  other 
fchocd,  which  is  fixed  t>n  the  Weft-water  about  four  com- 
puted miles  from  the  former,  is  kept  only  during  the  win- 
ter half-year.  This  Ichbot  im  firft  erefted  about  1750,  and 
a  fond  of  500  merks  Scots,  appointed  for  foppordng  a  teach- 
er, which  fond,  about  two  years  ago^  received  an  addition 
of  L.2d  Sterling. 

Poor.— -Our  number  of  poor  at  prefent  is  eight.    Thej 
are  fupplied  by  our  Sabbath-colleAions,   and  the  intereft  of 
a  fond  of  L.  460,  a  provifion  abundantly  fofficient  to  anfwer 
all  reafonable  demands.    Onr  weddy  coDeAions  have  been 
continuing  to  rife  gradually  for  fome  years.    Our  fonds 
being  fo  confiderable,  we  judged  it  improper  to  apply  for 
any  of  the  Government's  bounty  in  1783.    About   50 
years  ago,  it  was  common  for  upwards  of  20  young  people 
belonging  to  the  pariihes  to  go  a-begging  in  the  winter- 
leafon  for  want  of  employment  and  fupport;  whereas  at 
prefent  the  farmers  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure  either 
at  home,  or  from  a  diftance,  a  fufficiency  of  young  people 
to  ferve  them.    There  is  not  a  perfon  belonging  to  thefe 
pariflies  permitted  at  prefent  to  go  a-begging. 

PnVfJ.— The  price  of  an  ox,  40  or  50  years  ago,  was 
L.  a,  10 ;  fuch  an  ox  would  now  fell  at  L.  6,  15.  An 
old  ewe  fold  formerly  at  is.  zd.  i  fuch  an  ewe  would  now 

fell 
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fin  at  4S.  6d.  or  58.  A  good  wcddcr  Ibid  fennerly  at 
3 s.  6d.  or  4s.  i  fiich  a  wcdder  would  now  ^ve  lis.  Mut- 
ioii  and  beef  fold  formerly  at  id. per  lb.;  it  now  felb  at 
4d.  Sheep  were  formerly  cotted  or  lodged  in  a  houfe  fiim- 
mer  and  winter,  a  mode  of  treatment  much  againfi  thdr 
profpeiity.  Catde  were  formerly  fed  on  bear-chaff  and 
bear-ihagy  by  which  is  meant  the  r^ufe  of  the  bear  whidi 
did  not  ftand  Ae  wind ;  at  prefent  they  are  fed  on  taniips^ 
hay  and  ibeaves  of  ihort  oats.  A  good  hen  fold  formerly 
at  4d. ;  fbch  a  hen  would  at  prefent  bring  lod.  Butter 
fold  formerly  at  4d.  ^Ib.;  it  now  brings  pd.  The 
pound  here  is  aa  ox.  Amfterdam,  or  14  oz.  Englifh.  A 
flcme  of  cheefc  weighing  aa  lb.  Amfterdam,  or  24  lb. 
Englifli,  fold  formerly  at  js. ;  it  now  brings  5s.  and  5  s.  6d. 
A  boll  of  oats  with  fodder  fold  formerly  at  11  s.  i-|d.; 
it  now  felb  at  15  s-  A  boll  of  bear  in  grain  fold  formerly 
at  7s. ;  it  now  fells  at  13  s.  A  boll  of  oat  meal  fold  for- 
merly  at  8  s.  4  d. ;  (during  the  years  of  fcarcity  indeed,  in 
the  end  of  the  laft  century,  meal  fold  at  ao  d.  per  peck  j) 
a  boll  of  oat  meal  fells  now  at  13s.  4d.  Our  boll  is 
ft  fione  Amfterdam. 

IVi^esi  5^f .— A  labouring  man's  wages  per  day  about 
40  years  ago,  were  2  d.  and  his  meat ;  his  wages  at  prefent 
are  6d.  and  his  meat.  The  wages  of  a  hireman,  that  is, 
a  man-ferrant  hired  for  the  half  year,  capable  to  hold  the 
plough,  and  work  with  horfes,  were  formerly  i6s«  8d. ; 
fttch  a  man's  wages  now  are  L.  3,  or  L.  3,  los.  A  maid- 
fervant's  wages  formerly  were,  for  the  fummer  half  year, 
xos.  with  bounties,  by  whidi  is  meant,  an  ell  of  linen,  an 
apron  and  a  fliirt :  Her  wages  for  the  winter  half  y^ar 
were  5  s.  with  fame  bounties ;  the  reafon  why  her  wages 
wetf  higher  in  fnmmer,  was,  becaufe  flie  reaped  in  faarveft; 
n  iuid»fervaAl*$  wagea  at  prefenti  for  the  fummer  half  year, 

are 
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«re  L,  i^  5  s;  with  bounties  of  aa  ellof  linen^  apron  and  iliitt, 
befides,  4v  alfo  ftipulates  for  a  week  to  herfeU>  during 
which  fhe  goes  to  her  parents. houfe  and  works  for  herfel^ 
and  is  allowed  a  peck  of  meal  for  maintenance  during  that 
week.    Her  wages  for  the  winter  half  year. are  L.  i,  with- 
Jame  bounties,  week  and  meal*    A  tailor's  wages  fbrmerlj. 
were  id.  and  meat ;  thej  are  now  6d.  and  nieat.    A  wea-- 
ver  formerly  charged  at  the  rate  of  i  d.  per  ell,  for  wea- 
ving cloth  of  a  certain  fpecies ;  he  now  charges  3  d.  per  eU 
for  iimilar  cloth.    A  pair  of  coarfe  ihoes  formerly cdBt  is.; 
fttch  kind  of  (hoes  now  fell  at  3  s. 

In  this  place»  the  commcm  labourers,  when   married,, 
have  a  fmall  fettlement  from  a  &rmer,.of  about  one  and 
tn  half,  or  two  acres,  fufficient  to  maintain  two  cows  and- 
14  flieep  \  the  farmer  does  all  neceiTary  work  for  the  land, 
in  way  of  tilling,  haxtowing,  leading  home  the  corns,  and 
bringing  a  certain  quantity  of  fuel  from  the  hills.     The 
fubtenant  is  always  bound  to  ferve  the  farmer  in  harveft, 
and  in  the  winter  half  year.  The  encouragement  given  him, 
upon  tlie  whole,  is  fuch  as  may  enable  him  to  bring  up  a 
&mily  without  aiMance  from  the  poors  funds.   Though  he 
have  a  rifing  family  of  fix  children,  the  eldeft  under  twelve, 
it  would  be  thought  ftrange  here,  while  he,  his  wife  and 
children  were  well,  if  he  fliould  delire  any  fupply.    When 
the  icheme  of  the  fituation  of  the  labouring  poor  in  £ng^ 
land  is  confidered,  there  occurs  only  one  cafe  in  which  a 
fupply  would  be  judged  neceflfary  here.    The  caie  is  where  ; 
the  woman  is  deferted  by  her  huiband,  and  left  with  fix 
children',  fotir  of  theln  being  too  young  to  earn  any  thing :  ^ 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  childten  in  this  place  beoome  ufe- 
iid  at  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  :  Buring  fumn^er  they  ar& 
employed  as  herds  by  fubtenants.   Thus  their  parents  ara  > 
freed  frcmi  the  charge  of  their  maintenanco'i  befides  ti|ey 
fetaimallfeeof  about  5.$«  Icis|obeobfiKryQdid£Q^t}iata. 

woman's 
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woman^s  work  in  this  cbimtry  turns  to  mort  account  than 
it  appears  to  do  in  England,  and  our  mode  of  living  is  lefs 
ezpenfive.  Such  a  woman  as  is  mentioned  in  the  above  cafe, 
could  gun,  in  this  country^  in.  the  way  of  fpinning,  about 
18  d.  a-week,  and  manage  her  family-concerns.  The 
young  girls  in  this  country ,  by  the  time  they  are  13 
er  14  years  old,  9an  fpin  5  or  6  hafps  of  yarn  in  the 
week:  A  woman  that  has  nothing  to  interrupt  her, 
jpitig  about  12  hafps ;  the  price  for  fpinning  a  hafp  is 
3  d*  Poor  people  here,  inftead  of  tea,,  fug^r  and  butter, 
live  commonly  on  pottage  and  milk.  It  is  only  old,  in^- 
firm  or  difeafed  people,  who  are  unable  to  work,  and  the 
ar£nary  poor,  who  receive  fupport  from  the  poors  funds. 
A3  for  trade&nen  and  artifans,  they  have  fmall  fetr 
tlements  from  the  fiurmers,  of  about  a  acres  each :  The j 
are  generally  bound  to  reap  in  harveft,  and  for  fome 
days  work  in  the  bdieil  time  of  iiimmer.  Upon  the  whole, 
by  the  accommodation  of  their  fmall  fettlements,  and  the 
iprofits  of  their  occupations,  they  are  enabled  to  live  com* 
fortably ,  and  to  bring  up  families.  The  lower  clais  of  peo* 
pie  here,  as  well  as  thofe  above  them,  are,  in  genera],  fober, 
indufirious  and  frugal;  and  but  few  of  them  fail  in  early 

life  to  make  provifion  for  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 

« 

jlntiquiiieSf  6v.— -The  remains  of  what  is  fuppded  to  have 
been  a  Druidical  temple,  ilill  appear  near  the  bottom  o£ 
the  hill  of  Wirran  in  Lethnot,.  and  it  is  faid  that  there 
ivere  formerly  to  be  feen,  the  remains  of  other  two  in  ]^a- 
irar.  Though  at  prefent  there  is  but  very  little  wood  in. 
the  pariihes,  it  is  plain  that  there  muft  have  been  a  good. 
deal  long  ago,  becaufe  in  many  places  where  peats 
Vol.  IV..  C  are. 
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are  found,  large  trunks  of  black  oak  are  alfo   dilco- 
vered. 

Eminent  Perfom. — Among  rfiofc  wortby  of  being  men- 
tionedy  James  Black  deferves  a  place.      This  man,  bom  in 
1677,  though  his  ftation  was  originallj  mean,  raifed  him- 
felf  bj  his  prudence  and  induftrj,  and  did  more  lervice 
to  his  country  than  many  of   high  rank  and  opulent 
fortunes.      During  his  Efe  he  procured  the  building  of 
the  Gannachy  bridge  on  the  North  £{k,  and  contributed 
almoft  all  the  money  that  was  neceflary  for  that  purpofe; 
a  bridge  which  at  this  day  could  not  be  built  for  lefi  than 
L.  160  -,  and  at  his  death  he  left  50  merks  Scots  as  a  fund 
for  its  fupport,  befides  1000  merks,  for  other  ufeful  and 
pious  purpofes,  viss.  300  merks  towards  building  a  bridge 
at  Balrownie,  on  the  road  that  leads  from  this  place  to  Bre- 
chin -,  as  alfo  300  merks  for  the  poor  in  the  parifli  of  Fet* 
tercaim,  and  500  merks  for  fupporting  a  fchool  in  the 
Weft-water,  which  has  been  already  mentioned.      On  his. 
tomb-ftone  the  following  infcription  is  engraved. 

No  bridge  on  earth  can  be  a  pais  to  heaven. 
To  generous  deeds  let  yet  due  praife  be  given. 

Fuel. — ^The  general  fuel  of  the  pariihes  is  turf,  peat  and- 
heath.  The  providing  of  fuel  here,  is  a  work  of 
great  expence  and  labour,  on  account  of  the  fteepnefs 
of  the  hills,  and  the  diftance  of  the  moiTy  ground.  Ma- 
ny of  the  fiirmers,  and  many  alfo  of  the  fubtenants  find 
it  expedient  to  bring  yearly  a  few  coali  from  the  port  of- 
Montrofe,  diftant  10  computed  miles,  which  may  be  rec- 
koned equal  to  15  ftatute  miles.  The  boll  there,  weigh- 
ing 
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ing  70  fipae  Amj^daip,  poib  about  8s.  On  account  of 
tbue  bi^b  ^ufiom-houfe  duty  at  IVIontrofey  our  people  go 
famedipes  to  Arbrqatl^y  v^hich  it  at  leaft  4  fiatute  miles 
farther  dillant^  ^here  thie  coal$  are  fold  from  i8d.  to  2s. 
cheaper  the  bQ^•  It  is  furel/  partial,  and  therefore  im- 
politic, to  make  the  dutj  on  coals  higher  at  Montrofe 
than  at  Arbroath. 

^oftds  an4  Qridges^'-^J^t  roads  ivitbin  the  parifhes,  though 
^eatly  impfovjed  yeiri^in  thcfe  laft  ao  years,  are  dill  but 
indi&reat.  The  people  are  very  fenfible  of  the  advantage 
of  jgood  roa4s »  t^i^  indeed  n^ay  be  always  expe£led  to  he 
the  cafe,  where  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  improvement  pre- 
vails. The  ftatj^te-labour  is  exadled  and  allotted  to  roads 
within  the  parilbes,  and  Ibmetimes  to  that  great  road  with- 
out the  parifbes,  which  leads  to  Brechin.  There  are  no 
turnpike  roads  within  the  parifhes.  There  are  no  lefs  than 
7  bridges  within,  the  parifhes,  2  of  them  of  about  5c  feet 
^an  eac;h*     There  ^does  not  feem  any  ^cafion  for  more. 

Mifcellaneous  0^3rrvfl//o«j.— Within  thefe  laft  50  years, 
a  great  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  manners,  drefs,  and 
way  of  living  of  the  people  in  this  place.  About  50  or  60 
years  ago,  there  was  neither  a  fpinning  wheel  nor  a  reel 
witl^n  ^e  parifhes.  The  rock  and  the  fpindle  were  then 
iifed,  by  which  aw  oman  could  fpin  at  an  average  only  3I- 
hiers  in  the  day.  They  ufed  then  alfo,  what  was  called 
the  hand-reel,  a  machine  equally  flow  for  work.  A  woman 
can  with  as  much  eafe  at  this  day,  fpin  12  hiers,  as  a  woman 
€Ould  have  fpun  3f  hiers  then.  A  hier  is  240  threads,  or 
rounds  of  the  reel,  each  of  them  91  inches  long.  About 
50  years  ago,  neither  buckles  were  ufed  for  ihoes,  nor  metal 
buttons  for  clothes.  There  were  then  very  few  carts  with- 
in 
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in  the  parifhes.  Loads  were  then  carried  on  hor&back. 
Prior  to  the  X745>  there  was  not  a  tea-kettle  within  the 
pariihesy  except  the  minifter's ;  now  there  is  not  a  £imi* 
boufe  without  one,  and  feveral  of  the  fubtei^ants  ufe 
the  lame  piece  of  furniture.  Formerly'  there  was  little 
beef  or  mutton  ufed.  Even  a  farmer's  familj  thought 
themfelves  fufficientlj  provided  in  flefh-meat  with  one 
old  ewe  killed  about  Chriilmas.  Fqt  fuch  a  familj  at  pre- 
fect i6  ftone  of  beef,  and  2  good  (beep  are  confidered 
as  a  moderate  proviiion.  About  20  years  ago,  neither 
bam  nof  mill  fanners  for  cleaning  vi£hial  were  to  be 
feen  y  at  prefent  each  of  the  three  mills  has  a  fet  of  £m- 
ners,  and  there  are  but  ver j  few  farmers,  whofe  bams  are 
not  fumiihed  with  the  lame  ufeful  machine.  There  has 
alfo  been  within  thefe  4  or  5  years,  a  barley-mill  erec- 
ted, much  to  the  convenience  of  the  neighbourhood.  For* 
merly  the  people,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  wealthy,  lived 
frequently  in  fear  left  their  houfes  Ihould  be  broken,  and 
0ieir  property  plundered ;  at  prefent  they  live  fo  lecure  in 
fpqie  places,  that,  as  b  (aid,  they  are  £sldom  at  the  pains  tq 
i»olt  the  door  under  night.  « 
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PARISH  OF   DUNBARTON, 
(County  of  Dunbarton.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Olzfhant. 


fJ'ame^  Situatiofif  SoU,  lie* 

np'HE  ancient  name  of  the  parifli  jvas  Dun  britton^^  Gaelic 
compound,  fignifjing  "  the  fortification  of  the  Bri- 
f«  tons '"  whence  it  appears  that  the  cafile  has  given  name 
%o  the  parilh.  This  cattle,  fituated  on  a  mod  remarkable 
bitopped  mfulated  rocky  hill,  at  the  jundion  of  the  Cljde 
and  Leven,  is  too  well  known  to  be  particularly  mentioned 
here.  The  parilh  lies  in  the  county  of  Dunbarton,  is  the 
feat  of  a  prefbytery,  and  belongs  to  the  Synod  of  Glafgow 
and  Ayr.  The  form  is  nearly  circular,  extending  in  length 
from  2  to  3  miles,  and  in  breadth  from  i  to  2.  Great 
part  of  the  pariihis  flat,  the  rem|inder  afcends  gradual- 
ly to  the  neighbouring  yUs,  with  a  fbuthern  expofure.  Thp 
parilh  is  bounded  by  the  frith  of  Clyde  on  the  fouth,  the 
water  of  Leven  and  parifli  of  Cardrols  on  the  weft,  the  parifh 
pf  Bonhill  on  the  north,  and  that  of  Weft  Kilpatrick  on 
d^e  eaft. 

Soily  E^<:^— The  foil  is  fertile,  but  rather  (hallow.  The  air 
lalubrious,  excepting  at  times  when  a  heavy  fog  rifes  from 
and  hovers  over  the  Clyde  and  Leven.  Fevers  prevail  very 
much.  Many  die  of  confumptions,  and  the  natural  fmall 
Dox  is  very  mortal.  The  fpreading  and  mortality  of  thefe 

difeaies 
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dHeafes  are  ta  be  attributed  to  ill-aired  and  crowded  lov^ 
IroufeSy  and  to  an  aitr  9l^tSkj  lor  qopftanc  prayers  over 
the  di£eafed» 

Rivers  mndji/b. — ^The  Leven  is  navigable  by  coafting  vet 
lels  above  Che  toDFn  of  Ounbartoji ;  fb  £u:  up  d^e  tides  rife. 
Sabnon  and  trout  are  taken  in  large  quantities.  The  former 
frequently  fells  fo  high  as  x  s.  6  i.per  lb.  tron,  on  the  fpot» 
ieldom  falls  below  6^^  and  never  below  4  d.  Through  the 
whole  fpring  fea&n,  the  Leven  falmon  is  excellent,  but  the 
Clyde  is  not  fiflied  b»fcce >Whi tfunday^  T^out  generally 
fells  at  4  d.  per  pound.  Very  large  eels,  and  a  large  fpe- 
cies  of  flounder,  are  o&e^  caugUt  1»y  l^e  falmon-fiihers* 
A  fpedes  of  fea  animals,  moft  defbru6tive  of  the  fal- 
mon, are  almoft  eVery  fummer  feafon  found  in  num- 
bers, playing  in  the  Clyde  off  the  caftle ;  they  go  up  fome- 
times  two  miles  higher,  but  generally  keep  lower  down. 
Tbefe  ate  called  buckers,  pellocks,  or  porpoifes*  T^e  fal- 
nion  fifiicry  employs  z6  men. 

Populafiofi.'^According  to  the  returns  made  from  hence 
to  Dr  Webfter  about  1750,  this  parifh  then  contained  1427 
{bub.  In  1790,  the  number  of  examinable  perfons  above 
£x  years  of  age  was  found  to  amount  to  about  aooo 
(103  above  70  years  of  age,  and  two  near  100,}  of  whom 
1850  reiided  in  the  town  of  Dunbarton,  and  153  in  the 
coimtry  part  of  the  parifli.  In  that  year  86  were  baptifed, 
58  were  buried,  and  30  couples  married.  From  tlie  regi- 
flers,  it  appears,  that  in  1644,  44  died  ^  in  1654, 33,  in 
1664,  4a :  In  1690,  73  were  baptifed,  50  di€;4y  ^^d  xa 
couples  were  married.  The  increafe  of  population  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  eftablifhment  of  glais-works  in  the  town, 
and  of  printfields  in  the  neighbourhood.  Almoft  the  whole 


the  iidtabitaiiis  afe  of  the  dkbliihed  church,  there  ntxt 
htiiig  Aa^t  half  A  doitti  tbcedto  in  the  parifiu 

Mafiufhfiiif'es.^^Tht  xiuniflcr*s  daughters  manufafture 
slum  thread  to  a  great  extent.  There  is  in  the  town  a  con- 
iidefabife  crown  and  bottle  ^a&  nianufafbrj,  ^hich  em« 
ploys  ^30  hands,  and  pays  L.  3,800  p^r  annum^  of  duties  td 
Government.  Thfe  cxtenfive  printfields  ia  the  tieighbonr-  " 
ing  pariihed  etnploy  about  86  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Dunbarion. 

7own  of  DuHbartofL'^This  town  was  evefbd  into  a  royal 
bnrgh  by  King  Alexander  the  II.  in  2221 ;  it  lies  on  the 
eaft  hzxik  of  the  Leven,  has  a  good  harbour,  where  large 
brigs  lie  fafe  in  all  weathers*  About  2000  tons  of  ihipping 
belong  to  this  place,  which  employ  70  feamen.  The  town 
is  endtely  free  of  all  impods  or  borough  taxes ;  but  is  by  ao 
means  in  a  flouriihing  or  increaiing  flate,  owing  to  the  li- 
ters of  dcaconry  preventing  ilrangers  from  working  at  their 
trades^  without  coffly  entries.  Several  families  have  remo- 
ved from  Dimbarton  to  Renton,  Bofthill,  and  oth^r  n«w 
villages,  to  be  nearer  the  printfields  where  they  are  cm- 
ployed.  There  are  about  130  handy-craftfitien,  freemen  of 
the  burgh,  befides  the  mailers  of  the  tailor,  hammerman^ 
&oemaker,  weaver,  and  cooper  trades. 

Hiritorsy  tff.-^There  are  in  the  parifh  52  heritors,  about 
40  of  whom  feilde;  21  farmers,  bbiides  feveral  fmall  por- 
tioners,  130  handicraftfinen,  78  apprentices  and  joumey- 
men,  2  ftudents  of  divinity,  x  minifter,  7  attornies,  and  3 
furgeons. 

ProdoGionSf  \Sc. — Tlie  produftions  of  this  parilli  are 
ivheat,  oats,  barley,  and  a  little  flax  \  perhaps  one  tliird  of 

the 
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the  ground  mzj  be  in  fown  grais  and  pafture^  about  xoo 
acres  in  growing  woods  and  planting,  and  there  may  bo 
200  acres  of  commontj  belonging  to  the  town,  to  which 
the  burgefTes  may  fend  their  cows  or  horfes  for  about  7  s. 
a  year.  The  pariih  does  not  fapply  the  tenth  part  of  the 
proviiions  confumed  in  it.  Great  quantities  of  corUi  meal 
and  butter,  are  imported  from  Ireland,  and  of  cheefe  from 
Ayrihire.  Eggs  are  generally  fold  at  4  4«  the  dozen,  butter 
pd.  the  pound,  beef  6  d.  mutton  6d.  hens  is.  each. 

Wheat  is  fown  in  Oftober,  November,  December,  or 
even  January,  and  reaped  generally  in  Auguft.  Oats  are 
fown  from  the  end  of  March,  to  the  middle  of  April,  and 
reaped  the  end  of  Auguft,  September,  fometimes  not  till  the 
beginning  of  Oftober.  Barley  is  fown  the  end  of  May,  or 
beginning  of  June,  and  reaped  in  Auguft  or  September. 

/{^^....Houfe  rent  is  not  low.  The  town's  fiftiing  oa 
the  Leven  yields  at  prefent  a  rent  of  L.  55,  and  on  the 
Clyde,  of  L.  23  yearly  The  laft  fet  yielded  L.  140  a 
year,  and  thefe  fiOiings  were  once  let  fo  high  as  L.  300 
a-year.  Small  parcels  of  land  are  often  transferred.  A 
piece  of  ground  of  four  acres,  lately  fold  here,  brought  a 
price  of  L.  472 ;  but  that  was  a  fingular  cafe. 

JTW.-— The  fuel  generally  ufed  is  coal,  brought  from 
Glafgow  or  Knights  wood,  four  miles  below  that  town : 
A  cart  of  coals,  containing  12  cwt.  cofts  3s.  6 d.  ready 
money  at  Glafgow,  pays  i  s.  i|  d.  of  freight  and  dues,  for 
deepening  the  Clyde,  and  i^d.  cartage  from  the  quay,  total 
4  s.  9^  d.  Peats  are  dear,  2  s.  the  fmall  cart,  and  only  ufed 
for  kindling  the  fire. 

Stipend^  U^r.— The  right  of  patronage  to  the  church  lies 
in  the  magiftrates  and  town-council  1  the  ftipend  is,  100 

bolls 


of  Dufibarton»  25 

bolls  of  meal,  10  bolls  of  barley,  6  ftone  of  falmon,  and  L.  27 
in  mooeyy  with  L.  7  in  lieu  of  a  glebe.  There  never  was 
a  legal  manfe  here.  Mr  William  Blair«  who  was  minifter 
here  in  1620,  bequeathed  a  houfe  for  the  refidence  of  his 
fttcceflbrs  in  office  in  all  time  comings  on  condition  of  the 
town-council's  upholding  the  fame.  This  houfe  was  after- 
wards exchanged  for  a  better,  and  the  lafl  for  one  ftill  more 
fo,  above  L.  150  having  been  given  by  the  town  for  the 
excambions.  The  council  alfo  pay  for  commnnion-ele- 
mentSy  and  for  the  whole  reparations  of  the  miniiler's  houfe, 
and  of  the  fchool.  The  church  and  church-yard  walls  are 
kept  in  repair  by  the  kirk-feilion. 

Poor.— -The  number  of  poor  receiving  alms  is  about  70 ; 
the  annual  amount  of  contributions  at  the  church-doors,  for 
their  fupport,  is  L.  53  or  L.  54  ;  the  hire  of  the  mort-doths 
produces  L.  7  or  L.  8 ;  about  L.  6,  6s.  are  received  by  the 
publication  of  banns,  and  about  L.  9  from  the  rent  of  feats 
in  the  church.  Befides  thefe,  a  large  fum  was  bequeathed 
in  1660,  by*  Sir  John  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  to  the  poor  of 
the  pariih :  Several  lolTes  from  the  principal  have  been  fuf*- 
tauned,  but  there  ftill  remains  L.  851,  the  intereft  of  which 
(excepting  L.  10,  paid  to  two  public  fchoolmaflers,)  is  re- 
ligioufly  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Sir  James  Smol- 
let  of  Bonhill  in  1732,  mortified  5c  merks  a-year,  to  be^ 
diftributed  immediately  after  the  facrament,  to  fuch  of  the 
poor  as  were  communicants.  The  whole  annual  diftribu- 
tions  amount  to  above  L.  no. 

Prica  of  Zaiour.'-^Common  labourers  receive  is.  a- 
day;  carpenters  is.  8d. ;  mafons  fometimes  2  s. ;  joiners 
I  s.  6d«  i  tailors  8  d.  and  viduals ;  linen-printers  common- 
ly earn  21s.  a- week,  not  including  extra  work  ^  many  of 
the  glaft-houfe  men  25  s.  a-week ;  girls  flowering  muflin  can 
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make  i  s.  a-day  and  upwards.  Male-fervants  wages  in  ge- 
neral are  high  ;  femak-fcrvants  receive  generally  30  s.  the 
half  year,  and  Ibme  of  them  more.  Common  labourei3 
may  bring  up  their  familiesc  omfbrtably,  if ^ they  are  indufl* 
rious  and  temperate.. 

Advantages  and  Bif advantages. — It  is  very  advantageous 
to  the  heritors  and  their  tenants,  that  being  fo  near  a  fea« 
port  toWn,  they  have  high  prices,  in  ready  money,  for  c- 
very  thing  they  raife,  and  are  employed  with  their  horfes, 
almoft  as  often  as  they  chufe,  or  can  be  fpared  from  hnf 
bandry.  There  are  excellent  roads  through  all  the  parifh 
made  by  the  military,  and  no  turnpikes,  except  one  on 
the  way  to  Glafgow.  School  fees  are  very  low,  fo  that  almoft 
every  perfon  has  an  opportunity  of  following  any  branch 
of  learning.  Packets  fsiil  every  day  ta  Greenock  and  Port 
Glafgow  *,  and  a  ftage-coach  fets  out  three  times  a-week  to 
Glafgow.  The  chief  diladvantage  is  the  high  price  of 
fuel. 

• 

Mlfceilaneous  Ohfervcttions. — The  people  are  very  fond  of 
a  fea-faring  life  ;    many  enlift  in  the  army,  chiefly  in  the 
artillery,  and  in  the  highland  regiments.     The  advantages 
of  fociety  are  enjoyed  \   but  here,  as  in  many  other  pla* 
ces»  a  murmuring  fpirit  often  appears,  and  a  difpofition 
to  cenfure    public   meafures.      Many  of   the   people    are 
expenfive,    efpecially  in   the    article  of  whilky.      There 
are  three  fairs  held  in  this  pariih,  at  which  there  ufed  to  be 
expofed  great  quantities  of  linen-yam  ;  numbers  of  iheep, 
cows,  horfes,  and  great  herds  of  highland  cattle  are  flill  fold. 
There  is  plenty  of  free  (lone,  both  of  a  white  and  red  co- 
lour.   The  fhore  is  flat  and  fandy,  not  a  flone  to  be  feen  a- 
long  it,  except  fuch  as  have  fallen  from  the  cafUe-hill.  The 
common  feu-weed  is  often  ufed  for  manure,  by  the  fftrmers- 
neareli  to  the  coaft. 
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PARISH   OF  TULLYNESSLR 


(County  of  Aberdeen.) 


By  the  Rev*  Mr  Akd&zw  Marshall. 


Namif  Situation^  He* 

TULLYNESSLE,  the  ancient  and  modem  name  of 
the  pariih,  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  in 
which  language  Tulfy  fignifies  *'  a  dwelling,"  efsle  ''  upon 
*'  a  floping  bank/'  correfponding  to  the  local  fituation  of 
this  place :  Perhaps,  however,  it  may  have  originallj  been 
called  TuUyn*eJJet^  that  is,  *'  a  dwelling  on  the  burn  of 
^  Eflet,"  a  fmall  ftream  in  the  pariih.  Tulljmefsle  lies  in 
the  coimtj  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  and  Preibytery  of 
Alford;  b  about  4  miles  in  length,  and  %i  in  breadth ;  being 
bounded  by  the  pariflies  of  Keig,  Alford,  Forbes,  Clatt, 
and  Leflie.  The  appearance  of  the  country  is  hilly,  or 
rather  mountainous ;  at  leaft  it  is  bounded  by  a  pretty  ex- 
teniive  chain  of  mountains.  The  foil  in  general  is  a  loam, 
very  capable  of  improvement,  and  the  arable  land  is  com- 
pofed  of  gentle  dopes  upon  the  declivity  of  hills,  with  fome 
interjefied  flats.  The  hills  are  in  many  places  ftony,  but 
none  of  them  rocky ;  their  foil  is,  for  the  moft  part,  dry 
and  barren,  covered  with  heath.  The  air  is  pure  and 
liealthy,  con&quently  few  epidemical  diftempers  appear. 

Riv4rs* 


^^  Stati/itcat  Account 

Rroers.^-Tht  parifli  is  bounded  oa  the  fouth  fide  for  a- 
bovc  a  mUc  by  the  river  Don,  which  here  is  of  coofidera- 
ble  breadth,  but  (hallow,  with  a  quick  current.  All  the 
neighbouring  ftrcams  abound  with  fine  trout,  and  a  good 
many  falmon  are  caught  in  the  Don,  though,  owing  to  the 
crefkion  of  cruivcs  niear  its  mouth,  they  are  not  fo  plenty 
as  would  otherwife  have  been  the  cafe.  The  pariOi  is  very 
partially  expofed  to  land  floods. 

Minerals. — There  is  abundance  of  very  good  moorftone, 
which  drefies  remarkably  well  for  buildings  there  are 
quarries  of  blue  moorftone  or  granite,^^milar  to  thofe  about 
Aberdeen  ;  likewife  there  is  a  white  moorftone  of  a  very 
fine  grain,  which  can  be  hewn  for  moft  purpofes  to  which 
freeftone  is  applied,  but  this  kind  is  only  found  in  fingle 
blocks,  in  a  very  broken  irregular  quarry.  A  grey  mi- 
caceous flag-ftone  of  a  good  fize  ia  aUb  to  be  got  in  the 
parifh. 

u^fiiW/j.— The  common  breed  of  black  cattle  in  this 

parifh  b  a  middling,  or  rather  imall  fized,  hardy  kind, 

weighing  from  i8  to  30  ftone  Amfterdam  ;  they  improve 

very  much  when  carried  into  richer  pafture,  and  con- 

fequently  bring  good  prices  from  the  drovers,  who  begin 

to  pick  them  up  early  in  fpring,  and  continue  buying 

through  the  fummer.      Mr  Leith  of  Whitehaugh,  who 

fsu-ms  a  great  portion  of  his  own  eftate,  nearly  one  third  of 

the  parifh,  has,  for  feveral  years  paft,  been  at  uncommon 

pains  to  improve  the  breed  of  cattle,  and  has  now  fo  fitf 

attained  his  purpofe,  that  moft  of  the  gentlemen  and  fub* 

ftantial  farmers   in   the   neighbourhood  have  thought  it 

worth  while  to  poiTefs  themfelves  of  a  £ew  of  his  breed, 

which  are  of  a  pretty  large  fize,  very  handfome,  and  re-> 

markably  well  homed.    There  may  be  in  the  parifh  390 
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head  o£c8ttk,  695  fheep,  and  85  bodes.  Of  wild  animals, 
tliere  are  plenty  of  hares,  a  few  deer  of  the  roe  kind,  and 
too  many  foxes.  The  hills  abound  with  groofe  and  plover, 
the  flat  parts  of  the  country  with  patridges,  fnipcs,  wild 
dudes,  and  almoft  every  kind  of  birds  commonly  found  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  ;  but  neither  raven,  rook,  nor  jack* 
daw,  have  been  allowed  to  breed  in  the  pariih  for  feveral 
yean  paft. 

Pc^ib^fioxrw— About  1750,  according  to  the  returns  made 
to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pariih 
was  169.  They  have  fince  increafed ;  for  in  January  1791 
the  number  was  found  to  be  z88  males,  ao8  females,  396 
individuals,  of  whom  there  were 

Under  10  yea^  of  age,  .             55 

From  10  to  20,              -  103 

From  ao  to  50,     ,           -  163 

From  50  to  70,  -            59 

From  70  to  94                    -  16 

all  of  the  eftabliihed  church.  The  annual  average  of  birtha 
18  3,  of  deaths  3,  and  of  marriages  2.  The  population 
has,  however,  diminiflied  of  late  years,  partly  owing  to  fe- 
veral of  the  inhabitants  having  been  allured  by  manufec- 
tures  to  remove  to  Aberdeen,  partly  by  feveral  of  the 
young  men  going  fouthward  in  queft  of  bufinefi,  and  better 
wages ;  and  partly  to  the  union  of  farms  in  one  diftrift  of 
the  pariih.  There  are  but  two  heritors  in  the  pariih,  one 
of  whom  refides. 

CropSf  Rentf  yr.— -Oats  are  generally  fown  from  the  be- 
ginning of  March  till  the  middle  of  April,  then  barley,  till 
the  beginning  or  middle  of  May.  The  crops  are  in  general 
reaped  from  the  end  of  Auguil,  to  the  middle  or  end  of  Oc- 
tober.    The  pariih  fupplies  itfelf  fully  with  proviiions,  and 

generally 
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generallj  fends  to  market  a  good  deal  of  meal,  as  alfo  cheefe, 
butter,  poultry,  and  eggs.  The  rent  of  2-3ds  of  the  pa- 
rifii  occupied  by  tenants,  may  amount  to  L.  254  :  lo  :  4 
in  money,  and  140  bolls  of  meal.  The  beft  infield  land  lets 
at  an  average  for  about  i6s.  8d.  the  acre  ;  inferior  about 
10  s.  and  outfield  from  1  s.  6d.  to  5  s.  according  to  its  qua- 
lity ;  but,  in  general,  the  tenants  pay  in  meal,  in  place  of 
money,  for  the  outfield  grounds.  Land  is  fold  at  an  ave- 
rage at  25  years  purchafe;  but  no  change  of  property  has 
taken  place  in  this  parifli  for  many  years,  or  is  likely  to 
happen  for  many  more* 

Prices^  Wages,  iSc. — It  may  without  exaggeration  be  af- 
ferted,  that  the  prices  of  provifions  are  double,  if  not  triple, 
of  what  they  were  about  30  years  ago.  About  that  time, 
an  ox  fold  for  20  s.  which  now  cofts  at  leaft  L.  5,  or  L.  6 ; 
ilieep,  3  s.  to  4  s.  for  the  beft  wedders  ;  now  the  comnoon 
price  is  from  6s.  to  10  s.  6  d. ;  2  s.  6d.  to  3s.  for  the  beft 
ewes  and  lambs ;  now  they  fetch  from  5  s.  to  7  s.  or  more. 
Hens  then  fold  for  3  d.  now  6  d. ;  eggs  i  d.  the  14,  now  2  d. 
the  dozen ;  meal  was  fold  in  general  for  6  s.  8  d.  the  boU, 
now  it  fells  from  10  s.  to  12  s. 

The  ordinary  wages  given  to  labourers  when  hired  by  the 
day  are  6  d. ;  tailors  5  d.  or  6  d;  wrights  8d« ;  mafons  i  s.  2d. ; 
all  exclufive  of  vi£hiak.  The  annual  wages  of  men-fer- 
vants  employed  by  farmers,  are  in  general  above  L.  5  ;  of 
women-fervants,  from  L.  2,  to  L.  2,  10  s.  Thirty  years 
ago,  the  wages  of  the  former  run  from  L.  i :  6 :  8,  to  L.  i, 
13  s.'  4  d.  Harden  cloth  fold  for  2Td.  the  ell,  (it  now  feUs 
for  8  d.  or  9  d.,)  and  ihoes  for  i  d.  the  inch  in  length. 

Condition  of  Labour ers.^-^Thoit  labourers  who  continue 
able  to  work,  may  and  do  bring  up  their  families  tplerably 

weU* 


of  TuUynefsk.  31 

weU.  All  have  a  kail  yard ;  ahnofl  all  a  fmaB  piece  of 
ground  in  tillage.  The  ftraw  of  the  crop  maintains  a  covr 
in  winter,  which  grazes  with  the  farmers  cattle  during  the 
fnmiifer,  and  manj  of  them  have  alfo  a  few  iheep  kept 
upon  the  farm,  or  by  fome  perfon  in  the  neighbourhood, 
for  a  mere  trifle.  A  good  deal  of  money  is  gained  by  knit- 
ting  ftockings,  the  general  employment  of  the  women: 
Young  children  might  alfo  be  employed  to  advantage  in 
that  branch ;  but  as  there  are  few  inclofures,  moft  of  them 
are  occupied  in  looking  after  every  fmall  parcel  of  iheep  or 
cattle,  during  3-4ths  of  the  year.  Hence  a  labourer's  fa- 
mily, while  in  health,  rarely  needs  afRilance. 

Implttnmts  of  HuJbandry.^-^Hh^t  are  a  great  many 
ploughs,  owing  to  the  number  of  fmall  farms,  each  of  which 
muft  maintain  a  plough  drawn  by  fmall  fteers,  or  fometimes 
by  an  intermixture  of  cows  and  horfes.  The  larger  farms 
are  plowed  by  8  pr  xo  fmall  oxen ;  and  the  number  of 
ploughs  in  all  are  between  30  and  40.  There  are  about 
the  fame  number  of  cartsj  fuited  to  the  fize  of  the  horfes  ; 
but  it  is  not  above  30  years  fince  carta  begaa  to  be  nfed  in 
the  parifh. 

Stipendy  Poof'^  Wr.— The  value  of  the  Hving,  including 
the  glebe,  is  only  about  I,*.  54  a-year ;  part  of  it  is  com* 
pofed  of  the  vicarage-teind,  which,  is  paid  to  the  minifter 
in  kind.  The  church  was  rebuilt  about  12  years  ago,  tmd 
the  manfe  was  built  in  1724.  The  Elarl  of  Fife  is  patron.r 
The  number  of  poor  receiving  ftated  alius  is  4,  though 
there  are  others  who  get  occafional  fupplies.  The  annual 
amount  of  contributions  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  is  about 
L.  4,  10  s.  befides  the  intereft  of  L.  40* 

Mifcellaneous 
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MifcdIantQUt  Ob/ervatious.'-^The  geneltd  fize  of  the  pCQ- 
0e  is  from  5  feet  j  inches  to  j  feet  10  inches,  a  few  are 
below,  but  many  above  thofe  fizes.     They  are  flcnder,  ac 
dve  and  hardy,  differing  confiderably  in  mtkt  and  figure 
from  the  people  on  the  fouth  of  the  Grampians.    They  are 
induftrious,    humane,    ceconomical,  and  enjoy   the  com- 
forts of  fociety  in  a  reafottablo  degree,  and  in  proportion 
to  their  rank  and  circumftances.     Their  condition  might, 
however,  be  meliorated,  if  the  proprietors  would  give  longer 
Icafes  ;  oblige  the  tenants  to  adopt  more  modem  and  pro- 
duffive  plans  of  farming ;  fiirnifh  them  at  firft,  with  turnip 
and  grafi  feeds ;  bind  them  to  inclofe,  and  improve  a  certain 
portion  of  ground  annuaUy,  and  allow  them  the  expence  of 
the  indofures  at  the  expiry  of  their  Icafes.     The  roads  are 
in  better  repair  in  this  than  in  moft  other  pariihes ;  the 
lUtute  labour  has  hitherto  been  exaaed  in  kind  ^  and  al- 
though  a  commutation  has  been  propofed,  it  has  not,  in  ge- 
neral, been  agreed  on  as  the  moft  proper  mode  for  this 
country.— The  bear  crop  in  178a  was  tolerably  good,  but 
oats  and  potatoes  ahnoft  totally  failed.     The  principal  he- 
ritor took  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  procuring  viftnal,  as 
alfo  grain  and  potatoes  for  feed  ;  hence  the  parifli  was  as  well 
fupplied  as  any  in  the  neighbourhood.    The  fuel  gcneraUy 
made  ufe  of,  is  turf  and  heath  from  tfie  hills,  there  being 
very  Httle  peat  to  oe  got  in  the  pariih.    Heath  is  particu- 
larly ttfed  in  kiln-drying,  brewing,  and  baking.    About  30 
years  ago,  charred  peat  was  fo  univerially  ufed  by  the 
blackfiniths,  that  few  could  work  with  any  thing  elfe.   But 
HOW  they  ufe  coal  only,  over  all  the  country. 
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i^ARISH  OF  AUCHTERARDER, 


(CouKtY  OP  Perth.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  AmdrsW  Dvmoan. 


Natnei  Situation;  Extm,  StOface,  Soil,  i^e. 

< 

•^  I  ^HE  ancient  and  modern  name  of  the  parifh  is  the 
^  fame.  It  is  derived  from  the  principal  village  or 
town  in  it,  and  fignifies  the  **  fummit  of  the  rifing  ground  i" 
which  defcribes  exadlj  the  fituation  of  the  village,  which 
it  built  on  the  ridge  of  an  eminence  in  the  middle  of  Stra^ 
thern,  and  commands  on  the  N.  and  £.  an  extenfive  pro- 
fpeft  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  pariih  has  united  with 
ity  that  of  Aberuthven,  which  lies  upon  the  £.  jiberutbven 
fignifies  the  "  mouth  of  the  Ruthven,"  and  it  is  in  this  parifli 
that  the  fmall  river  of  Ruthven  dilchargcs  itfelf  into  the 
Earn,  The  annexation  of  the  two  parifhes  feems  to  have 
taken  place  fome  confidcrable  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  diftinftion  of  the  two,  is  now  fo  much  for- 
gotten, that  they  never  go  by  any  6thet  name  than  that  of 
Anchterarder.  Auchterarder  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Perth,  in  the  pirefby tcry  of  Auchterarder,  and  in  the  Sy- 
nod of  Perth  and  Stirling  :  It  is  of  an  irregular  form  \  its 
greateft  extent  from  £.  to  W.  is  about  5  meafured  miles, 
and  from  N.  to  S.  nearly  the  fame  ;  it  5s  bounded  on  the 
W«  by  the  pariih  of  Blackford,  on  the  N.  by  Trinity-Gaik„ 
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oa  the  £.  by  Dunning,  and  on  the  S.  by  Glendovair  and 
Foflawaj*  The  greatefl  part  of  the  parifh  is  a  fiat  and 
level  country,  lying  on  the  fouth  of  the  river  £am ;  it  al- 
fo  includes  in  it  fome  part  of  the  Ochil  hiUs,  particnlarly 
Craigroilie,  one  of  the  higheft  of  them.  Thefe  hills  are 
all  green,  and  good  iheep-pafture.  Almoft  the  whole  of 
the  low  part  of  the  parifh  is  arable,  and  a  good,  though 
not  a  ftrong  foil ;  on  the  banks  of  the  £am  it  inclines  to 
a  loam,  but  in  general  it  is  dry  and  light,  requiring  luch  a 
flimulus  as  lime  or  marl,  and  rewarding  well  whateve*  ex- 
pence  is  laid  out  in  that  way.  It  may  be  farther  obferved^ 
that  the  northern  dedivity  of  the  hills  is  arable  a  confide- 
rable  way  upwards,  and  there  is  the  firongeft  reafon  to  be*> 
Ueve  that  in  former  ages  the  hills  have  been  plowed  ia 
many  places  to  the  very  fummit  ^  the  ridges  are  ftiU  plaia 
and  diftin£l» 

^/r.-— The  air  is  dry  and  good  in  fummer,  but  rather 
moill  and  damp  in  winter,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  greatefl: 
part  of  Strathem,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Ochils.  In  the  winter  months  the  fun  has  not  influence 
fufficient  to  diflipate  the  vapours  which  are  attraded  by 
the  hills,  and  the  mod  frequent  winds  blowing  from  them, 
mufl  neceflarity  occafion  a  moifture  in  the  air.  This,  one 
jfhould  think,  would  give  rife  to  rheumatifms,  and  iimilar 
diibrders,  as  it  does  in  fome  inflances ;  yet  it  cannot  be 
laid  that  rheumatifm  is  a  prevalent  diftemper  here  ;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  of  late  years  ficarcely  an  inflanee  of  a  per- 
fon  affliSed  with  the  ague  has  occurred  ;  the  diforder 
which  has  been  mofl:  prevalent  and  fatal  for  fome  year» 
paft,  is  a  fever  of  the  nervous  kind. 

iJ/ifrj.— The  Earn,  which  bounds  the  parifli  on  the  N» 
produces  falmoBi  and  the  large  white  and  yellow  trout ; 
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it  beautifies  the  parifh  as  well  as  the  adjacent  couAtry,  but 
is  fometiines  prejudicial  to  the  neighbouring  tenants,  by 
overflowing  its  banks  in  the  harveft.  The  Rnthven, 
which  takes  its  rife  in  Ae  hiHs,  about  3  miles  bejond  the 
weft  boundaries  of  the  parifli,  is  a  beautiful  little  river,  and 
particulaal J  ufefiil  to  this  parifli ;  it  runs  with  an  uniform 
and  conftant  fhream  throng*^  the  whole  length  of  it  from 
the  S.  W.  to  the  N.  £.  and  turns  the  1 1  mills  in  the 
pariih,  to  be  afterwards  defcribed ;  it  abounds  with  a  ipe- 
ides  of  trout  peculiar  to  itfelf,  of  a  imall  fize,  hut  remark* 
able  for  flavour  and  deUcacj. 

Stone  and  State. — -The  parifli,  and  particvdarlj  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  abounds  with  a 
hard  and  durable  ftone,  which,  lying  in  thin  and  regular 
flrata,  is  very  fit  both  for  building  houfes  and  dry-ftoae 
fences;  the  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town 
aKo  afibrd  grey  flate  in  abundance,  which  makes  a  roof 
greatly  preferaUe  to  thatch^  but  heavier  than  the  blue 
llate. 

Population. — The  antient  fbte  of  the  population  cannot 
be  afcertained  with  any  degree  of  exadnels ;  the  nimiber 
of  people  feems  to  have  been  increafing  by  flow  degrees 
tin  the  prefent  time ;  the  retnm  to  Dr  Webfler  was  Z194, 
they  amount  at  prefent  to  1670  fouls,  of  which  805  axe 
males,  and  865  are  females ;  '798  refide  in  the  villages  of 
Auchterarder,  Berland-park  and  Miltown,  and  872  in  the 
country :  The  average  number  of  births  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained with  great  exadnefs,  owing  to  fome  diffenting  pa- 
rents negleding  to  get  their  childrens  names  inferted  in 
the  parifh-regifler,  or  refufing  to  pay  the  clerk's  dues ;  but 
Slaking  allowance  for  that  omifllon,  the  annual  average  of 
liirths,  for  die  laft  ten  years,  is  38  j  for  tlie  ten  years  from 
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1770  to  1780  b  40  9  and  for  the  teisi  yean  from  ^7^0  X£^ 
X770  is  no  le&  than  48 ;  a  confiderable  namlxT  of  th^ 
married  women  in  the  parifli  being  now  adyance4  ui  li^e^ 
accounts  iot  thisdiKninution  in  the  mu.ual  niunber  of  |>irths. 
The  annual  average  of  burials  for  t^e  \k^  ten  -jeais  is  36^ 
and  of  marriagcSy  11.     T^e  number  of  fouls  un^er  fez^ 
years  of  age  is  341 ;  from  ten  to  twenty,  343 ;  from  tw^n-' 
ty  to  fifty,  68 1 ;  from  fifty  to  feyenty,  a66  \  and  frpm  fc- 
venty  to  a  hundred,  40.    The  niw]^  pf  t^eritors  ap4 
feuars  is  51;  the  four  principal  heritor  do  not  refic(e  \fi 
the  pariih.     The  number  of  fiirmer^  l^d  pccup^ers  of  land 
is  82  ;  of  weavers,  49  ;  of  mechanics,  78  ;  of  male-fervants, 
109;    of  female-ferv^nts,    i%q.     Sc$des  tbe   jptabliilied 
Clergyman,  there  is  one  Relief -Afinifter,  y^I^  reiufes  ui 
the  pariih ;  one  writer,  and  one  furgeon.     T^e  ]^uqib.cr 
of  foub  in  the  Eilabliifaed  Ciiurch  is  1 176,  and  oi  Seceders^ 
iacluding  thofe  of  the  Relief  perfuafion,  492  ;  there  f^^ 
only  two  Epifcopalians. 

The  population  of  the  pariih  is  not  ips^eriaUy  different 
from  what  it  was  5,  10,  or  25  years  ago;  but  is  rather  on 
the  increafe,  owing  principally  to  tlie  acceilion  of  inhabi- 
tants to  the  viUnges  from  other  pariihes.    The  prc^or- 
tioTi  of  the  annual  births  to  the  whole  popula^on,  is  as  i  t9 
38;  of  the  annual  marriages,  nearly  as  i  to  i  ji ;  of  tb^ 
annual  deaths,  nearly  as  I  to  46 ;  of  baQhelors  to  mar« 
ried  men,  including  widowers,  as  z  ^o  5.    Each  o^arriagf 
produces  at  an  average,  nearly  4  children*     There  are  no 
uninhabited  houfes  ;  of  inhabited  b^u^  there  are  303,  and 
the  number  of  perions,  at  an  average,  to  each  inbabited 
houfe,  is  upwards  of  5. 

-  • 

Produce^  %ic. — The  pariih  produces  wb^a^  €$it8j  barley, 
peafe,  hay,  potatoes,  and  turnip,  with  tl^e  common  kitchen 
herbs  and  roots.     The  different  kinds  ojt  fir^  the  f)ak,  a£bj 
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flmi  bc^dlf  alder,  birch  and  elder  grow  m  it ;  but  there 
sure  up  extenfivQ  plantations  of  z^y  of  thefe  kinds.     A  few 
Uujidr^d  ^^r^  have  of  la,te  been  plsmted  with  the  common 
fir*     B^iides  ^  4^meflic  animals,  the  numbers  of  which 
in  the  diftrift  could  not  be  afcertained,  as  the  tenants  {hew- 
^d  m  ftyerfion  to  difcpver  their  ftock,  there  are  plenty  of 
har^  ^d  patridges ;  there  are  the  hed^e-hog,  otter,  pole- 
jpat  ax^d  fo^L.      The  Iheep-fai^mer?  ufed  formerly  to  keep 
^  their  ftock  by  purchafing  hogs  every  year  at  Linton 
market ;  but  they  have  no}v  begunt  and  it  is  believed  with 
fuccels,  to  rear  their  own  lambs,  and  of  courfe  they  re- 
j^yixfi  a  izas^lf^  ft^PP^J  ^9^  ^e  (outh  country.     Horfes 
an^  M^f^  f.^f (^^  ^I'e  reared  on  almoft  every  farm  of  the 
|>ari(b*    Iq  jpeneral,  it  mfiy  be  ohferved,  that  oats  and  bar- 
ley are  the  piinciDsd  produdtioi^s  of  the   pariih.     "Evcrj 
farmer  fows  a  proportion  of  peafe  and  lint-feed,  and  plants 
l^otatoes  \  feyeral  of  th^m  fow  turnip,  and  this  crop  is  be- 
Qpming  evi^ry  year  more   fre(juent,  becaufe   its  valae   is 
hett^  kaown^  all  of  them  lay  down  a  greater  or  leis 
Aua^tity  pf  ground  in  artificial  grafs,  which,  after  being 
cut  f(^r  tyro  or  three  years,  partly  for  immediate  ufe,  and 
partly  to  be  made  into  hay,  is  afterwards  paftured  for  two 
or  three  ye^irs  more.     Wheat  is  fown  in  fome  farms  in 
the  low  part  of  the  pariih,  and  might  with  equal  advantage 
.be   fown  in  others  ;  but  it  is  thought  to  be  a  crop  rather 
too  fcv^re  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  foil,  and  a  good  crop 
of  barley  is  confidered  as  not  leis  profitable,  becauie  it  im- 
PQveriihe;;!  the  ground  leis. 

It  is  to  bje  doubted  whether  the  pariih  fupplies  itfelf  in 
the  artiQle  of  flour  :  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  ex-> 
pprts  a  confiderable  quantity  both  of  barley-grain  and  oat- 
meal, ^nd  raifes  a  great  deal  more  beef  and  mutton  than  it 
confumes.  The  tenants  generally  begin  to  fow  peafe  and 
pats  about  the  middle  of  March,  if  the  weather  prove  fa- 
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yourable,  and  conclude  the  making  of  their  barley  fowinf 
^bout  the  25  th  of  May.  Harveft  commonly  begins,  in  the 
low  part  of  the  parifh,  the  firft  or  fecond  week  of  beptem- 
jber,  and  ip  the  hills  extends  to  the  end  of  Odober  or  be^ 
jpnning  of  November. 

There  is  only  a  fmaU  quantity  of  ground  occupied  by 
woods  and  rivers,  and  none  at  all  by  forefts,  lakes  or  mar- 
ges. There  are  a  few  hundred  acres  in  common  on  the 
weft  end  of  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  called  the  moot 
<>f  Auchterarder,  to  which  the  cows  of  the  inhabitants  go 
to  pafture.  In  its  prefent  ftate  it  is  of  no  great  value  \ 
were  it  improved,  and  the  fouthern  part  efpecially  is  very 
capable  of  improvement,  the  value  of  it  would  be  vaftly 
increafed.  There  are  alfo  feveral  hundred  acres  upon  the 
\i\Sl  of  Foiswell  (part  of  the  Ochils)  in  common  among  the 
peighbouring  feuars :  Both  commons  ntay  perhaps  contain 
12  or  14  hundred  acres.  Very  little  land  lets  above,  or  e- 
ven  at  20  s.  the  acre,  except  in  the  immediate  neighbour^ 
hood  of  the  town.  Marl  has  been  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  pariih  but  «s  the  parcels  hitherto  difcovered  have 
)}een  in  no  ^eat  quantity^  they  are  already  exhauftedf 

Advantages  and  Difadvantagts, ^^Tiie,  parifh  has  a  pe^- 
culiar  advantage  in  .the  fmall  river  of  Ruthven,  which  runs 
through  it  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  and  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  conveys  fuch  a  quantity  of  waiter,  as  is  fuificient 
to  turn  the  machinery  of  any  ordinary  mill*  Beiide$  four 
corn-mills,  there  are  already  ere&ed  on  it,  three  lint  mills, 
two  oil-mills,  a  paper  and  a  fulling  mill  y  and,  with  little 
expence  any  kind  of  mill  might  be  ereded  on  it,  which 
does  not  require  a  great  weight  of  water.  It  is  perhaps  alfo 
an  advantage  to  the  pariih,  that  the  dire£l  road  runs  through 
it,  which  leads  from  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Eaft  country, 
to  Stirling  and  Glafgow. 
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The  village  of  Auchterarder  labours  under  the  difad- 
Tantage  of  not  having  a  conflant  fupply  of  water.  The 
ftream  which  runs  through  it  being  brought  a  confiderable 
waj  from  the  town,  is  dry  in  the  fummer-feafon  ;  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  then  obliged  to  bring 
their  water  from  an  inconvenient  diflance.  Pit-wells  have 
been  funk  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  but  without  fuc* 
eels.  A  propolal  has  been  lately  made  for  bringing  in 
pipes  from  the  fountain-head ;  but  to  this  fcheme  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Honourable  Proprietor  of  the  eftate  of  Perth' is 
requiiite,  as  the  fpring  lies  in  his  ground ;  this,  with  his  pe- 
cuniary aid,  has  been  folicited,  and  both  it  is  hoped  will  be 
granted :  The  advantage  to  the  town  in  general,  and  ta 
his  feuars  in  particular,  would  be  unfpeakable.  But  without 
the  aiMance  of  others,  the  inhabitants  are  unable  themfelves 
to  accomplilh  fo  expenlive  a  work,  as  to  bring  water,  even 
in  wooden  pipes,  from  the  fountain-head  to  the  bottom  of 
the  tovm^  which  is  a  diflance  of  nearly  2  miles. 

Price  of  Provifions  and  Labour ^"^Tht  price  of  beef  and 
mutton,  about  jo  or  60  years  ago,  was  pd.  or  10  d.  a 
ilone ;  of  barley  and  oat-meal,  8  s.  4  d.  Butter  fold  at 
4d.  a-poundy  and  cheefe  at  2d.;  bens  at  3d.  or  4d.  a-piece« 
At  prefent  beef  fells  at  3  d.  a-pound  -,  mutton  at  4  d.  du- 
ring the  fummer  \  veal  and  pork,  in  their  feafon,  at  4  d. 
Butter  commonly  fells  at  8  d.  a-pound,  and  cheefe  at  4  s.  3  d. 
a-ftone.  Hens  at  10 d.  or  is.  a-piece,  and  chickens  at  3xd. 
or  4  d.  The  wages  of  labourers  in  hufbandry  and  other 
work,  is  X  s.  a«day  in  fummer,  and  10  d.  in  winter ;  of 
carpenters,  z  s.  2  d.  -,  of  mafons,  is.  6 d. ;  and  of  tailors, 
1  s.  There  are  no  male-fervants  in  the  parlfli,  but  fugh  as 
are  employed  in  hufbandry,  and  their  wages  are  from  L.  7 
to  L.  8^  the  year.  Female-fervants  work  as  occafion  re* 
quires,  either  within  or  without  doors,  and  they  get  about 
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L.29  zos.  jearlj  Herd -bojs  get  from  iis.  to  20  s.  da* 
ring  the  time  that  cattle  are  fent  out  to  pailure.  Th^ 
annual  wages  of  a  coralfnon  labourer,  which  will  amount 
to  nearly  L.  14,  are,  in  general,  if  he  be  induftriouis,  an  J 
his  family  Wealthy,  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  bf  ing  up  ii 
family. 

S  TA  TE  M£N7  of  tie  annual  tncome  and  kxpench  of 
a  Day-labourer  in  the  Parijb  of  Auchterarder^  who  has  d 
Wife  and  Seven  Children^  tie  eldejl  of  whom  ii  U  Girt  of 
13  Years  of  age^  and  the  fecohd  a  Boy  who  tended  caitli 
laji  Sea/on,  Along  with  his  Dwelling-houfe^  hi  refits  ati 
Acre  of  Land. 

INCOME. 

The  father  of  the    family  has   i  s.    a-<iay  of 
wages,  for  8  months  in  the  year,  and  10  d.  the 
remaining  4  months*    Dedu£ling  43  days,  of 
Sundays,  holidays,  and  bad  weather,  from  the 
fummer-months,  and  30  days  on  the  fame  ac* 
count,  firom  the  winter-months,  he  gains,  du- 
ring the  whole  year,  -  L.  13  f  7     t 
The  mother,  with  the  afliflance  of  her  eldeft 
girl,  in  the  management  of  her  family,  earns 
by  fpinning  i  s.  6  d.  a-week,  which  is  sf-year,    3  18     o 
The  eldeil  boy  earned  by  tending  cattle,  18     6 
The  acre  of  land  produced  laft  year,  6  firlots  of 

oats  at  13  s.  6  d.  the  boll,  -        «  x     o     5 

-^— —  4  bolls  of  barley,  at  14  s,  the  boll,         1  16     6 

»'        6  bolls  and  2  firlots  potatoes,  at  4 ^. 

which  is  L.  i|  6  s.— He  fold  a  calf  at  7  s.  113     d 
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EXPENCES, 

Hent  of  his  houfe  and  land,  L.  3  j  expences  of 

leed  and  management,  L.  i,  5,  L.  4     5     o 

Fueli  L.  ly  5  s. ;    8  bolls  and  2  firiots  of  oat- 
meal at  14  s.  6  d.  a-bolly  L.  6  :  3  :  3,  7^3 
4  bolls  of  barlej-meal  at  9  s.  4  d.  the  boll,  1174 
The  father's  wear  of  clothes,                     -  0100 
2  fhirts,  7  s.  i  2  pair  ihoes,  xo  s.  9  2  pair 
ftockingSy  4  s.  6  d. ;  wear  of  a  bonnet 
and  handkerchief,  i  s.  annually,              126 
Tlie  mother's  wear  of  clothes,   4  s« ;    x  ihift, 

2  s.  6  d. ;  2  aprons,  2  s.  3  d.  -  089 

Wear  of  ihoes  and  ftockingSi  4  s. ;  hand- 

kerchie&,  caps,  &c.  3  s.  -  070 

I  pair  of  Ihoes  to  each  of  7  children,  14  s.  2d.; 

clothes  to  the  3  joungefl,  95.  -  132 

Clothes  to  the  2  next  in  age,  8  s. ;  ditto  to 

the  2eldeft,  xos.  -  -  o  18     o 

I  fliirt  to  each  of  the  3  joungeft,  2  s.  9  i  ditto 

to  the  2  next  in  age,  2  s.  6  d.  -  046 

X  ditto  to  the  2  eldeft,  3  s.  4  d. ;    8  lb.  of  foap, 

4  s.  8d. ;  butcher-meat,  18  s.  -  160 

4  pecks  ialt,  3  s   4d.^  3  Scots  pint*>  of  lamp-oil, 

3  s.  6  d.  -,  candle,  2  s.  2  d.  090 
Befides  the  milk,  butter  and  cheefe,  the  cow 

yielded,  he  bought  laft  year  2  ftone  cheefe,  080 
MolaiTes  for  '  making  a  kind  of  ale,  4  s.  6  d. ; 

groats  and  barley,  7  s.  -  o  xx     6 

Expences  at  in-lying,    iicknefs.    Sec.   X5  s. ;  ■ 

needles,  pins  and  thread,  xo  d.  o  15  xo 

Carried  forward,        L.  21  14  xo 
Vol.  IV.  F 
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Brought  forward,         L.  ai  14  10 

Whiiky,  fmall  beer,  and  wheaten  bre^d  at  the 
new  year,  •  -  -  034 

The  family  confumes  the  potatoes  which  the 
land  produces,  -  -  160 

Grais  to  the  cow  in  fummeir*  xo  5. ;  ilraw  to 
ditto,  in  winter,  6  s.  7  0160 


If.  24    o     ^ 


The  generality  of  labourers,  along  with  their  dwelling- 
houfe,  h^ve  us  much  land  as  enables  them  to  keep  a  cow, 
which  encreafes  their  means  of  fubMencc, 

Poor^  Churchy  Stipend,  Ifc. — The  number  of  the  poor 
15  13.  They  receive  a  weekly  allpwance  ;  but  beiides  thefe, 
there  are  others  who  get  occafional  charity,  as  their  circumr 
fiances  may  require.  The  annual  amount  of  the  collec« 
tions  at  the  church-door,  of  the  intereft  of  mortified  mo-: 
Dey,  and  of  proclamation-dues,  is  about  L.  40  Sterling. 
The  church  was  built  in  1784.  The  value  of  the  flipend, 
including  the  glebe,  is  about  L.  90  Sterling.  The  Earl  of 
Kinnoul  is  patron. 

ViHa^js, — There  are  3  villages  in  the  parifli ;  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  Auchterarder,  and  which  was  once, 
perhaps,  of  greater  note.  That  it  was  a  royal  burgh,  and 
fent  a  member  to  Parliament,  cannot  be  doubted.  Its 
name  is  to  be  feen  in  the  old  roll^  of  Parliament ;  and  a 
great  number  of  the  houfes  hold  burgage  to  this  day.  How 
it  came  to  lofe  its  privileges  is  not  certainly  known.  Auch- 
terart.er  confiils.  of  one  ilreet  nearly  a  mile  long,  and  has 
in  i.  a;o  r.  a  iiundrcd  houfes  :  Many  of  them  have  been 
lately  rebuilt,  which  adds  much  to  the  improvement  of 
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the  town,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants.     Be* 
fides  four  fairs  every  year,  there  has  been  a  yearly  tryft 
held  the  beginning  of    Oftober,  fince  the  year  1781,  at 
which  there  has  beep  always  a  great  fhew  of  black  cattle. 
The  prefcnt  number  of  inhabitants  is  594,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  the  place  is  apparently  on  the  increafe ;  for  there 
have  been  of  late,  feveral  new  houfes  built,  and  more  are 
building.     Befides  the  Eflablifhed  Churchy  there  is  a  Relief 
Meeting  in  the  town.     About  20  years  ago,  a  confiderable 
inanufa£hire  of  yam  and  narrow  linen-cloth  was  carried 
On  in  Aucbterarder.     It  was  fold  bleached  and  unbleached, 
and  exported  to  Glafgow  :  But  this  trade  is  now  in  a  great 
meafure  extind.     Sale  linens  are  flill  manufadured  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  ;  and  linen,  of  a  fabric  peculiar 
to  the  place^  and  which   goes  by  its  name.     At  a  little 
diilance  from  Aucbterarder,  is  a  village  called  the  Borland 
Park,  built  by  Government  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
foldiers  who  were  difbanded  after  the  war  in  1763,  and  con- 
tains 140  inhabitants,  who  are  moftly  weavers.      Moil  of 
the  foldiers  who  were  planted  in  it,  left  it  very  foon  after- 
wards, though  the  ternfis  of  their  fettlement  were  very  ad- 
vantageous, either  from  diflike  to  the  place,  or  more  pro- 
bably to  their  new  mode  of  life.     On  the  fouth  of  Aucb- 
terarder, and  along  the  fide  of  the  Ruthven,  is  Miltown,  a 
fmall  village,  containing  64  inhabitants.      Here  there  is  a 
diflillery,  coniifling  of  two  40  gallon  (HUs. 

Antiquities. — In  the  neighbourhood  of  Aucbterarder, 
and  on  the  N.  of  the  town,  are  the  remains  of  an  old  cafUe, 
faid  to  be  a  hunting  feat  oi^  King  Malcolm  Kenmore ;  ad- 
joining to  which  is  a  fmall  copfe  wood,  which  common-* 
\j  goes  by  the  name  of  the  King's  Wood.  The  tenant  has 
been  unluckily  allowed  to  grub  up  the  wood,  and  to  build 
ft  farm-houfe  with'  the  ftones  of  the  caftle  \  and  there  are 
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now  but  inconfiderable  vef^iges  remaining  of  thefe  rene- 
rable  antiquities.  A  little  to  the  northward  of  the  caftle^ 
are  the  remains  of  a  Popifli  place  of  worfhip,  commonly 
known  bj  the  name  of  the  Old  Kirk,  or  St  Mungo's  Cha- 
pel. This  was  formerly  the  pariih-church  ;  and  the 
church-yard  was  the  burying  ground  of  the  pariffa  :  Many, 
of  the  inhabitants  ftill  retain  burying  places  in  it.  There 
are  fome  traces  of  encampments  on  the  S.  £.  of  the  village 
of  Auchterarder,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ochils.  Perhaps  they 
Were  out>pofts  of  the  Roman  camp  at  Ardoch ;  what- 
ever  they  were,  it  feems  probable  the  Romans  were  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  for  in  digging  the  foundation  of  the  church 
lately  built  in  this  place,  a  coin  was  found,  of  the  Emperor 
Titus  Vefpafian,  perfeftly  diftinft.  About  12  or  14  years 
ago,  there  was  found  in  a  marl-pit,  in  the  parifli,  a  pair  of 
large  horns,  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  Elk,  or  Eurus,  which 
were  fent  to  Edinburgh,  and  are  now  in  the  cuflody  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society. 

Mifcellaneoas  Ob/ervaiions. ^^The  people  are,  in  general, 
much  difpofed  to  induftry.  Tfcey  are  oeconomical,  and  yet, 
in  general,  by  no  means  dilinclined  to  humane  and  chari- 
table actions.  Their  condition  would  be  benefited,  could  the 
price  of  fuel  be  rendered  cheaper.  Perhaps  there  are  no  means 
of  doing  this,  but  by  making  the  communication  eafier  to 
the  coal  which  is  the  fuel  they  mull  now  chiefly  truft  to- 
In  confequence  of  the  aS  of  Parliament,  lately  obtained 
for  erefting  tolls  upon  the  roads  within  the  county  of  Perth^ 
it  is  propofed  to  make  a  toll-road  tn  Blairingone.  If  this  pro- 
pofal  fhould  be  carried  into  execution,  it  will  no  doubt  ren- 
der the  communication  eafier ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  alfo 
make  the  necefTary  article  of  coal  cheaper.  Coal  is  brought 
from  Blairingone  and  Dollar,  about  12  miles  diftance,  and 
is  fold  here  at  i^d.  a-ftone,Tron  weight;  at  the  coal-hill  iz 
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flooe  cofts  4  d.  Were  the  two-handed  ipinning  wbeel  nuve 
generally  ufed,  it  would  probably  contribute  in  fome  meai- 
fbze  to  better  the  circomftances  of  the  lower  dais  of  people* 
as  well  as  to  increafe  the  materials  of  the  linen-mana£u:« 
tore.  There  are  bnt  one  or  two  fnch  wheels  in  this  pa* 
rifh ;  and  it  is  but  little  n&d  inmany  parts  of  the  country^ 
It  might  alfo  be  for  the  interefls  of  the  lower  dais  of  peo- 
ple, and  efpedally  the  women,  were  they  more  employed 
than  they  are,  in  mann&ftures  for  which  they  are  qualified^ 
The  great  demand  for  men  for  all  kinds  of  work,  has  raif* 
ed  their  wages  to  .an  exorbitant  height;  while  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  at  leaft,  the  wages  of  female-fervahts  are 
bardy  ftifficient  to  fupport  them,  when  in  health  :  They 
cannot  afifbrd  to  iet  apart  any  proviiion  for  fidcneb  or  old 
age,  without  the  utmoft  parfimony. 

The  roads  in  the  pariih  and  neighbourhood,  are  but  in 
an  indifferent  ftate*  They  are  kept  in  repair  by  means  of 
the  ilatnte-fervices,  which  of  late  have  been  commuted  for 
money  at  the  rate  of  8  s*  the  plough-g-ate.  But  though  the 
roads,  fince  that  time,  are  better  than  formerly,  they  are 
&r  from  being  good ;  and  this  fund  will  probably  be  inftif- 
fident  to  make  them  fo«  Tbe  fize  of  farms  in  th^  pariih  a^e 
fmall,  and  their  number  has  of  late  neither  increafcd  nor  de- 
creafed.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  pariih  is  indofed,  and 
the  people  feem  to  be  fuiBdently  convinced  of  the  advan* 
tages  of  inclofures*  Property  in  land  dqes  -not-  change 
often.  ^  Two  fmall  eftate$  were  iold  lately  at  upwards  of 
30  years  purchafe. 

In  the  years  1782  and  1783,  the  price  of  meal  was  not 
fo  high  as  in  many  other  diftriSs  ;  and  meal  was  always  to 
be  had.  The  bounty  of  Government  was  of  fervice^  though 
it  was  late  in  arriving ;  and  the  kirk-feflion,  by  laying  out 
a  part^  of  their  funds  in  purchafing  meal,  fumiihed  the 
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poordl  dais  of  people  with  it  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  mar- 
ketoprice. 

The  alteration  in  the  drels  and  manner  of  living  of  die 
inhabitants,  within  thefe  30  or  40  years,  is  not  a  little  re« 
markable.     Every  body  is  now  decently  and  comfortably 
clothed^  which  perhaps  was  not  the  cafe  then ;  and  there 
is  now  four  times  the  quantity  of  butcher-meat  ufed.    A- 
bout  25  or  30  years  ago,  there  was  but  twofizpenny  wheat* 
en  loaves  broaght  from  Perth,  to  two  private  families,  in 
the  week  2  There  is  now  a  baker  in  the  village,  who  fells 
bread  to  the  amount  of  L.  200  a-^year,  and  about  L.  80 
worth  is  brought  every  year  from  Perth.     It  nraft,  how- 
ever, be  obferved  that  the  parilhes  of  Blackford  and  Tri- 
nity-Gaik  are  in  part  fupplied  from  Auchterarder.     A 
houfe  in  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  con£fting  'of  4  apart- 
ments, with  a  garden,  lets  for  about  L.  4 ;  and  feparate 
rooms,   with  a  fmall  garden,  let  from  20  s.  to  25  s.     There 
are  about  100  ploughs  in  the  parifh ;  many  of  them  are  four^ 
horfe  ploughs,  and  the  reft  two-horfe  ploughs.    Sometimes, 
but  rarely,  2  oxen  are  ufed,  inftead  of  2  borfes,  next  the 
plough.     In  the  low  part  of  the  parifh  the  tenants  are  im- 
proving the  breed  of  their  horfes,  and  among  them  the  two- 
horfe  plough  generally  prevails.     There  are  about  250  An- 
gle horfe  carts,  and  not  one  double  horfe  cart.    An  opinion 
prevails,  which  is  probably  true,  that  the  horfes  are  more 
equally  wrought,  in  thefe  rough  and  unequal  roads,  by 
each  having  hb  own  cart. 
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PARISH  OF   ABERLEMNOt 
(County  of  Forpar.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Ahdjiew  Mitchpl, 


Name,  Situation^  lie. 

ABERLEMNO  is  faid  to  derive  its  etTinoIogj 
from  aber  in  the  Gaelic  language,  figiiifying  the 
**  mouth  of "  or  "  above,"  and  from  the  fmall  river 
Qf  Lemno,  "which  takes  its  rife  in  this  pariih,  and  falls 
into  the  river  South-Eik,  about  a  mile  N.  from  the  church. 
The  names  of  moil  places  are  faid  to  be  derived  from  the 
Gaelic  language.  This  pariih  is  lituated  12  or  13  miles  from 
tjie  fea-coaft,  in  the  county  and  prcfbjterj  of  Forfar,  and 
Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams.  Its  form  fomewhat  re- 
fembles  an  oblique  triangle.  The  extent  of  it  from  E.  to 
W.  is  about  6  miles ;  and  from  N.  to  S.  about  5.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  pariflies  of  Carrarton  and  Tan- 
nadice ;  on  the  N.  W.  by  the  parifh  of  Oathkw  ;  on  the 
W.  and  S.  by  the  pariih  of  Refcobie ;  on  the  S.  E.  by  Gu- 
thrie, and  on  the  E.  by  Brechin.  The  foil,  in  general,  is 
fertile,  the  low  grounds  deep,  the  high  grounds  ihallow  and 
rocky.  The  appearance  of  the  country,  in  this  pariih,  is 
various ;  in  fome  places  flat,  in  ot»»ers  hilly  \  the  hills  are 
cqyered  with  heath.     A  large  traft  of  ground  upon  the 
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banks  of  the  riyer  South-Eik,  is  fometimes  fubjeft  to  in- 
undations ;  the  moft  remarkable  of  wliich  happened  in  har- 

veft  1774. 

Po/tf/a/fon.— The  population  of  this  parifli  is  fuppofed 
not  to  be  materially  different  from  what  it  was  former- 
ly. The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  was  943.  The  prefent 
;imount  pf  the  population  is  1033. 

Malesy         -         -         514         Between  20  and  5 O9    -431 
Females,        -        -      519  50  and  70,     -    123 

Aged  below  10,      -      ^45         i.  70  and  100,     -    17 

^Between  10  and  20,     217 

The  annual  average  of  births,           •          -          -  28 

^                         deaths,              -             -              -  20 

marriages,           -            -              -  12 

Average  of  children  from  each  marriage,  from      -  5  to  7 

Heritors,  (four  refide  in  the  parifh.)          -           -  10 

Great  farmers,  about              -              -               «  30 

Inhabited  houfes,  about            -           -             -  170 

Poor  receiving  alms,            »             -             -  x6 

Expence  of  their  yearly  fupply,  at  an  average,     -  L.  25 

Epifcopalian  families,              ...  2 
Weavers  employed  in  the   manufadure  of  brown  linen 

74 
Merchants,  •  4 

Gardeners,  -  3 

Flaz-dreffers,  -         4 

Male  labouring  fervants,  47 

Female  ditto,         -        33 


Churchy  Stipend  and  Scioo/.'^Tht  church  was  repaired 
in  17749  2nd  the  manfe  built  in  1782.  The  ftipend,  in- 
cluding the  glebe,  is  between  Li  86  and  L.  96  Sterling. 

The 


or  Olhaburg, 

- 

Smiths, 

5 

Carpenters, 

7 

Tailors, 

II 

Shoemakers, 

ID 

Millers,  • 

6 

Mafons, 

2 
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The  fdioolroaftcr's  falary  is  200  merks ;  the  number  of 
fcholars  generally  about  40.  Englifli  and  writing  are 
taught  for  is.  6d.  the  quarter;  arithmetic  and  Latin,  for 
23.  6d.  The  emoluments  of  feffion-clerklLip  may  be  a- 
bout  L.  4  or  L.  5  Sterling,  yearly. 

Price  of  Labour  and  Provijions, — ^The  wages  of  a  day- 
labourer  in  hufbandryare  i  s.  without  vifluals,  and  8d.  with 
them.  A  male  labouring  fervant's  wages  are  from  L.  5  to 
L.  8  a-year ;  a  female's,  L.  3 ;  a  good  labouring  iparried 
fervant  receives  as  wages  about  L.  6  Sterling  in  money,  a 
houfe  and  yard,  the  value  of  ^which  is  between  20  s.  and 
30s.;  he  gets  a  cow  maintained  through  the  year,  and  his 
luel  brought  home:  All  which  generally  enable  him  to 
bring  up  a  jfemily.  A  carpenter's  wages  are  10 d.  or  is. 
and  his  vidhials ;  a  mafon's  is.  4d.  or  is.  6 d.  without 
viSuab  ;  a  tailor's  8d.  with  viftuals. — The  price  of  pro- 
vifions  is  doubled  fince  1745  :  Butcher-meat  b  4d.  the  lb. ; 
ducks  and  hens,  8d.  each  ;  butter  8d.  the  lb.  \  cheefe  6  s. 
or  7  s.  the  (lone. 

Farmsy  Wr.— The  farms,  in  general,  are  from  50  to  250 
or  300  acres  \  few  are  more  extenfive,  and  feme  are 
imaller.  Their  number  is  not  diininilhing.  By  a  late  re- 
gulation, the  half  of  each  farm  ihould  be  in  grafs.  Oats 
and  peafe  are  fown  in  March  and  April ;  barley  in  April 
and  the  beginning  of  May ;  and  wheat  generally  in  Sep- 
tember and  Odober.  The  greateft  part  of  the  land  is 
indofed ;  the  people  being  convinced  of  the  advantage  of 
incloiing.  The  loch  of  Balgavies  has,  for  many  ybars,  fur- 
niihed  much  marl  for  manure.  The  rent  of  the  beft  ara- 
ble land  may  be  about  L.  i  the  acre ;  but  what  the  farmers 
chiefly  ftudy  is  the  bringing  up  of  black  cattle.    The  land- 
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rent  of  the  parifli  is  fully  L.  2000  Sterling,  .The  nuqih^^ 
of  ploughs  is  48,  each  of  which  is  generallj^  drawn  hj 
four  horfes  ;  the  number  of  horfes  161 ;  of  carts  90. 
There  has  been  little  iale  of  land  from  time  imniemo* 
rial. 

Mifcellaneous  Ohfervattom. — The  air,  in  mpft.  places  is 
healthy.  There  is  plenty  of  moorftone,  free-ftone  and 
flates  ;  many  of  which  laft,  are  fent  to  London  and  o- 
ther  places.  Coal,  peat,  turf,  broom  and  furze,  are  ufcd 
for  fuel.  Coal  from  Fife  cofts  6d.  the  boll,  /.  e.  7  (lone 
weight.  Peat  is  got  from  a  neighbouring  pariih,  at  about 
2s.  the  cart-load.  There  are  %  chaifes  in  the  parifh* 
Two  obeliiks  remain,  one  in  th^  church-yard,  another  ^ 
on  the  highway  from  Brechin  to  Forfar,  about  8  or  9 
feet  high  ;  they  were  erefted  in  memory  of  the  total  de- 
feat of  the  Danes,  and  have  fome  rude  hieroglyphical 
fculptures  *.  A  few  tumuli  have  been  opei^ed  in  th{s 
neighbourhood,  in  one  or  two  of  which  was  found  a 
rude  kind  of  ilone  coffin,  containing  a  fmall  quantity  of 
black  earth,  with  fome  bones  almoft  entirely  confunked. 
In  1777.  there  was  a  cut  made  the  whole  breadth  of  this 
parifli,  from  the  church  fouthward;  and  ^  bridge  built 
by  private  fubfcription,  to  conneft  tjie  road  fron>  Forfar 
to  Brechin  w^xh  that  to  Arbroath,  The  ftatute-Iabour 
has  been,  for  the  moft  part,  commuted.  The  principal 
manufa£hire  is  linen.  Few  inlift  in  the  army.  The  -  peo- 
ple' are  induQrious,  ceconomical,  and,  in  general,  humane 
in  their  difpofition.  There  is  a  great  alteration  for  the 
better,  in  the  manners,  drefs  and  ftyle  of  living  within  thefe 
40  years.    The  parifli  always  fupplies  itfelf  with  provifions 
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and  fomedmes  exports  large  quantities  of  grain.    There 
are  two  inns  on  the  great  road  between  Brechin  and  For- 
far, for  the  entertainment  of  travellers.     Few  fervices  are 
perfomied  bj  tenants  or  fubtenants,  excepting  the  carriage  ' 
df  the  landlord's  coals. 
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PARISH  OF  -DRUMBLA0E. 
(County  of  Aberdeen.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Abel. 


*Namef  Situation^  l^c. 

THE  ancient  name  of  this  parifli  was  Drumblait^  the 
modern  is  Drumblade^  which  fignifies  in  Gaelic,. 
*•  hills  covered  with  com,"  of  which  there  are  feveral  ut 
the  pariib.  Dnimblade  lies  in  the  countj  and  Sjnod  of  A- 
berdeen  and  the  Prefbytery  of  Turriff.  Its  form  fomewhat 
refembles  the  body  of  a  fiddle  ;  the  length  from  N.  to  S.  is 
from  5  to  6,  the  breadth  from  £.  to  W.  from  4  to  5,  and  the 
circumference  about  z8  miles.  It  is  boimded  by  the  pa- . 
riibes  of  Forgue,  Inch,  Gartly  and  Hunlly ;  by  the  two 
laft  of  which,  it  is  interfered  in  fome  places.  The  furface 
is  compofed  of  fmall  hills  and  vallies,  fome  of  the  former 
are  covered  with  fir,  but  moft  are  arable.  The  vallies  pro*, 
duce  excellent  crops  where  properly  cultivated.  The  foil 
of  the  laft  is  a  deep  loanci,  and  that  of  the  higher  ground  is* 
thin,  but  fertile ;  the  air  tolerably  ialubrious,  and  the  peo- 
pie  generally  healthy. 

Animals, — ^The  quadrupeds  are  horfes,  black  cattle,  iheep, 
hogs,  foxes,  hares,  polecats  and  badgers.  Birds  are  groufe, 
partridges,  plovers,  a  few  wood-cocks,  &c.  The  cattle 
are  not  of  an  uncommon  fize,  though  they  are  very  hardy 
and  ferviceable.     Some  cows  bred  here  have  fold  at  L.  8, 
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ttA  oxen  at  L.  16';  but  the  cofmmon  prices  are  greadjr  be- 
low tbefe  fumsy  ordinary  cows  ielling  from  L.  4  to  L.  5, 
and  oxen  from  L.  6  to  L.  ic. 

Minerals. -^^Thex^  is  plenty  of  coaffe  lime-ftoney  of  frce- 
%Oney  (cftlk'd  here  paifj-whin,)  of  moorftone,  and  indica- 
tions of  date;  there  being  inexhauftible  quarries  of  that 
article  in  the  neighbourhood.  Scnne  few  chalybeate  fprings 
are  to  be  met  with,  but  weak  and  little  ufed. 

PopulaHon* — According  to  the  returns  made  from  hence 
to  'Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  pariih 
about  175O1  was  11 25;  this  has  fince  dlminiihed,  as  in 
1790  there  were  only  886  individuals,  of  whom  427  were 
tnalds,  and  459  were  females.  Of  the  total  number,  8ia 
belonged  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church  ;  40  were  Seceders ; 
30  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  and  4  Papifts.  The  annual 
average  of  births  is  -23^;  of  deaths  20-jV »  su^d  of  mar- 
riages 4$.  The  population  in  1782,  was  876;  in  1783, 
892 ;  in  1784,  887;  in  1786,  914  ;  in  1787, 903 ;  in  1788, 
874.  The  caufes  of  thefe  alterations  are  young  men,  fuch 
as  mafons,  (hoemakers,  wrights,  flaters,  &c.  going  abroad 
to  improve  themfelves  in  their  refpeftive  crafts ;  and  to 
the  enlifting  of  fome  in  the  army,  particularly  in  the  artil-  ^ 
lery.  There  are  200  inhabited  houfes ;  the  property  of 
which  is  divided  among  four  heritors,  only  one  of  whom 
refides. 

ProdtiBionSy  ISc. — ^The  parifli  produces  all  the  ordinary 
kinds  of  vegetables  in  the  fields  and  gardens;  fupplies  itfelf 
with  proviiions,  and  exports  meal,  bear,  and  oats.  Sowing 
and  reaping  depend  much  upon  the  feafons.  Peafe  and 
oats  are  fown  (if  the  ground  be  dry  and  fit  for  the  feed) 
from  the  I  ft  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  -,  barley  and 
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common  bear  from  the  laft  period  till  Whitfimday.  Bar* 
lej,  bear,  and  Peebles,  or  earlj  oats,  are  reaped  from  the 
end  of  Auguft  to  the  middle  of  September,  common  oats 
to  the  end  of  OAober  ;  and  fometimes  in  very  late  feafons^ 
and  backward  weather,  the  harveft  continues  till  the  be- 
ginning, naj  middle  of  December,  as  in  1782.  There 
majr  be  about  400  acres  in  plantations*  Each  farm 
has  a  proportion  of  pafture-ground  fet;  apart  for  the 
cattle  and  fheep ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged  there  is 
too  much  wafte  ground.  There  are  fome  inclorures  in  the 
pariih ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  uninclofed,  as  the 
people,  though  ieniible  of  the  benefits  of  inclofintg,  cannot 
afford  the  outlay  of  money  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 

Rent^  Wages^  t^^.— Beft  arable  or  meadow  ground  lets  iit 
general  at  14  s.  or  15  s.  the  acre  ;  inferior,  from  5  s.  to  10  s. 
The  rent  of  the  whole  pari(h  is  above  L.  1622.  Landed 
property  is  .not  often  changing.  The  daily  wages  of  a 
labourer  In  husbandry  are  9  d. ;  in  harveft  from  i  s.  to 
1 8.  3  d. ;  of  a  carpenter  i  s.  *,  of  a  mafon  i  s.  3  d. ;  of  a 
Hater  i  s.  2  d. ;  of  a  tailor  10  d.  When  men  and  women 
are  employed  for  the  whole  year  in  hufbandry,  the  wages 
of  the  former  are  from  L.  4  to  L.  6,  and  of  the  latter,  from 
L.  2  to  L.  2,  10  s.  exclufive  of  viduals  and  lodging,  with 
which  they  are  alfo  fupplied  by  their  mafters.  None  have 
been  obliged  to  leave  the  pariih  for  want  of  employment. 
The  fuel  commonly  ufed  is  peat,  turf,  heath,  broom,  whins, 
(all  found  in  the  parifh),  and  EngUfli  coal,  landed  at  Banff 
or  Portfoy.  There  is  a  very  fine  clay,  of  a  yellowifh 
b^own  colour,  (called  here  day-marl),  to  be  got  in  great 
quantities,  in  which  very  little  fand  appears.  It  is  only 
ufed  as  a  compoft  for  manure,  or  is  laid  upon  grais  ground 
with  little  propriety  or  judgment. 
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Churchy  Stipend^  Poor^  ISc. — The  church  was  rebuilt  ia 
1 7  73*  The  former  church  had  been  built  in  the  year  1 1 1  o, 
as  appears  from  raifed  figures  upon  one  of  the  keep-ftones 
of  the  eaft  end ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  work  feemed 
to  confirm  its  antiquity.  The  value  of  the  living,  includ- 
ing the  glebe,  is  L.  67  :  15  :  8.  The  Earl  of  Kintore  is 
patron.  The  number  of  poor  receiving  fupport  from  the 
fondsy  on  an  average  of  5  years,  is  12.  The  laft  year's  a- 
mount  of  the  contributions,  and'  the  produce  of  alms,  lega- 
cies,  and  all  the  other  funds  deflined  to  their  ufe,  was 
Xi,  24  :  10  :  5, 

Mifcelhneom  Obfervations, — The  general  fize  of  the  peo- 
ple is  from  5  feet  5  inches,  to  5,  feet  10  inches.  They  are 
not  remarkably  indolent  j  but  with  regard  to  induflry,  there 
is  room  for"  improvement.  They  are  (economical,  live  fo- 
berly,  and  rather  poorly,  but  feem  tolerably  contented  with 
their  condition ;  are  humane,  and  difcover  their  humani- 
ty on  every  occafion.  The  having  a  little  more  the  com- 
mand of  money  at  firft  fetting  out  in  the  world, 
might  greatly  meliorate  their  condition.  The  roads  in 
this  pariih  are  not  in  good  repair,  on  account  of  the  clay 
foil,  the  want  of  gravel,  the  great  length  of  highway,  and 
the  fmall  number  of  people  to  look  after  it.  The  ftatute- 
labour  is,  however,  exa£led,  and  but  in  very  few  inftances 
commuted.  There  are  no  turnpikes  ;  the  general '  opinion 
feeming  to  be  againft  them. 

Antiquities.'— ^TYitre  are  three  tumuli  in  thb  pariih  ;  the 
largeft,  Meet-hillock,  is  near  Slioch,  where  King  Robert 
Bruce  encamped,  when  he  came  N.  in  purfuit  of  fome  of 
the  adherents  of  Cummine  Earl  of  Badenoch,  after  defeat- 
ing that  nobleman  at  Inverurie.  A  imall  hill  above  that 
f  umulus  is  called  to  this  day  Robin's  Height,  and  had  on  the 
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top  large  flones,  with  infciiptions  on  them,  now  all  broken 
down  and  carried  away  j  at  leaft  none  are  at  prefcnt  to  be 
feen  above  the  ground.  Tradition  reports,  that  thefe  three 
tumuli  were  raifed  by  Bruce's  army,  as  pofts  of  communi- 
cation for  his  foldiers ;  and  the  orders  were  given  by  the 
King  at  Meet-hillock.     None  of  them  have  been  opened. 

Famine  in  1781. — The  crop  in  1782  almoft  totally  fail- 
ed-, of  courfe  the  year  1783  would  have  proved  calami- 
tous in  the  higheft  degree,  had  there  not  been  a  very  large 
fupply  of  peafe  procured  from  Norfolk,  which  was  fold  out 
twice  a-week,  at  prime  coil,  in  the  fmalleft  quantities  called 
for.  There  was  alfo  barley  brought,  from  Aberdeen,  and  re- 
tailed in  meal  by  private  adventurers.  During  this  period 
none  died  of  want;  the  people  were  more  healthy  t;han  ufual^ 
and  the  women  in  general  exerted  themfelves  fo  much  in 
fpinning,  and  fitting  up  at  their  work  every  other  night,  ajf 
to  produce  double  the  ufual  quantity  of  linen  yarn,  thus  con^ 
tributing  more  to  the  fupport  of  their  families  than  the 
men. 
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NUMBER    VH. 
PARISH   or   SKENE. 

(County  of  Aberdeen.) 

By  the  Rev.  TMir  James  Hogg. 


iTame^  Situatum^  Soil^  lie, 

ACCORDING  to  tradition  one  of  the  progenitors  of  the 
prefent  Isdrd  of  jSkene  is  {aid  to  have  killed  a  boar 
that  endangered  the  King's  Ufe,  Malcolm  Kenmore,  with  a 
knife  or  dagger,  caHed  in  Gaelic,  a  Skiarij  and  received 
as  reward  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  the  pa« 
xifli.  Hence  the  name  of  the  familj  of  Skene,  and  that  of 
the  parilh.  The  parifli  is  fitnated  in  the  coointj  of  Aber- 
deen, and  fies  from  6  to  12  meafured  miles  N.  W.  from 
the  town.  It  is  in  the  Synod  and  Prefbytery  of  Aber« 
deen.  Its  extent  in  circumference  is  nearly  from  30 
to  24  meafnred  miles. .  The  form  is  nearly  oval ; 
the  length  is  6,  and  the  breadth  from  3  to  4  meafnr- 
ed miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  pariflies  of  New- 
hills  and  Peterculter^  on  the  S.  by  Peterculter;  on  the 
W.  by  Echt  and  Cluny ;  on  the  N*  W.  by  Kemnay ;  and 
on  the  N.  by  Kintore  and  Kinellar.  The  appearance  of  the 
country  is  hilly  and  rocky.  The  nature  of  the  foil  is  va- 
rious ;  the  predominant  quality  is  that  of  gravel.  Some 
fpots  are  fertile  enough,  others  very  barren.  The  air  is 
fufficiently  dry  and  healthy.  The  moft  prevalent  dif- 
tempers  are  fevers.  The  pariih  aboimds  with  mineral 
(firings.  Thefe  might  be  rendered  ferviceable  in  icorbutic 
Vol.  IV.  H  an« 
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fmd  fcrophulous  difeatfes;  but  the j  are  rarelj  applied  to 
for  reKef.  The  tendency  vbi.ch  tbp  lw4s  have  in  general 
to  minerals,  operates  to  their  difadvantage;  being  inimical  to 
vegetation,  and  quickly  confuming  manure  of  every  kind. 
There  is  a  lake  of  confiderable  extent,  the  l^e  of  Skene, 
about  a  meafured  mile  in  length,  and  fomething  more 
than  3-4ths  in  breadth  •  It  is  vifite^l,  efpecially  in  winter, 
by  duck,  geefe,  and  occafionally  by  fwans;  pike  and  eel 
in  great  abundance,  and  of  confiderable  fize  are  found  in  it. 
The  pike  is  good,  I  believe,  at  all  feafons,  it  can  be  caught. 
The  eel  is  in  greateft  perfection  towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
l^ember,  and  beginning  of  QAob^r,  wl\efi  it  g^uits  its  fum- 
mer-guarte^,  and  prpce^ds  down  the  bqrn  which  flow^ 
from  the  loch.  A  can^  from  the  )ake  to  Aberdeen,  fit 
for  navigating  boats  of  an  ordi^iary  fize,  b^  been  projeded. 
The  fcheme  is  certainly  pradicablei  and  would,  if  carried 
into  execution,  be  pf  confiderabl^  s|4^^'^^%^  ^^  ^^  P^Uhi 
and  the  cpuntry  arpufid  it.  A  cut  of  about  16  meafured 
miles  in  length,  through  a  country  fufficiently  flat  for  the  pur- 
poUe,  is  sjl  ;h:|t  would  be  required,  without,  I  fliould  think, 
the  aid  of  aUnoft  a  fingle  lock.  Bu^  the  country  ii\u^  be  far- 
ther advanced  in  cultivation,  before  fu9h  a  ichemje,  I  fuf- 
peft,  can  or  will  be  attempted.  The  hills  are  in  genersd 
green  and  roct^y.  Moorftone  a^4  g^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  found 
in  abundance,  ^nd  are  ui^ed  in  building- 

« 

Populaiipn.-r'Tht  pppulatioa  do^  npt  app)fa7  to  be  ma-^ 
t^rially  differe^nt  from  what  it  was  xo  or  ao  years  ago. 
That  it  is  99  the  inpreafe,  mani£^iUy  app^ar$  fi?on;i  the  re^ 
^&ers  of  marri3ge3  and  baptifJOjuSy  which  have  been  accurate- 
ly enough  kept.  Ijlae  pppulation,  accojrding  to  Dr  Web-, 
fter,  was  1,2.51;.  Abpiit  th^  I777f.it  was  130$,  In  1787, 
it  was  1256.  Thf  ai^Dount  at  preient^  is  1233,.  of  which. 
532  are  males,  and  661  femsdes.    There  are  nQ.towosnor 
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Tallages  m  the  parUh.     Theitnniial  average  ef  births  from 
z74atoa7jt),'  was  395  from  ty6o  to  177a,  jo;  firom 
1786  to  1796*  I9.     The  aahoal  iiverage  of  deaths  from 
<7tfo  to  1770.  30  \  from  ^780  to  1790, 15,     The  annual 
arerage  loi  marrti^  from  2760  to  17709.15  )  from  1780 
to  1790,  9.     The  ruk  for  afcertaining  the.  population  of 
any  ptfiih.or  difltidy  (triV*  by  multiply iog  the  number  of 
births  by ^6v  s^d  ^^  number  of  deaths  by  36);  does*  not 
appear  to  be  at  all  accurate )  nor  has  it  nearly  anfwered  in 
any  i^ance  that  I  havd  heard  of^  where  it  has  been  tried. 
The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age,  amounts  to. 
335*;  from  to  to  %Qi  id.  174 1  from  20  to  50,  is  46a}  from 
50  to  70^  is  158  ;  ab^ve  70>  and  below  loo,  is  106.   ,T}icre 
.  were  ipr^erly  51  farn^^  or  nCther  ploughs,  in  the  papijQu 
Theiiliinb^  is  now  dimmHhed.     A  frirmer'3^  family^  a^  an 
avei^lge/  mHy.conlift  of  from  6  to  9  perfons.     There  are  % 
oc  jc  Bwrchaats,  and  14. or  45  tradefraen.    A  very  confi- 
<)£^^Ip  {tfi^porttOQ-of  the  prefest  inhabitants  of  the  pa.rifli 
arc  na{tv^<f$' of  otbe'f  pariihes*    The  whde  parifii  is  of  the 
]&9babb(hd(I,€httrehy  e^ept  iSfeoeder,  and9Rx)man  Catho-, 
Mosu  Thepibportfon  of  the  fi&nual  births  to  the  whole  pppu-^ 
l^ttOQ  is  ileasly,f»:i.to  I&5  ,  of  the  annual;  maariages  to  the 
wljalf  pbpulattQn  asf  i-  tH  137..!  of  the  annual  deaths  to  the 
wbolevp^pnktion  nearly  as  1  t<r  49:       At  an-  average, 
eacfasmnrnager  may  be ,  &id:  ce^p|-oduc<  from  4.to  6  child- 
renq**']  '.       .  .        .  - 

J«l         .V'..  -<».    ^  *  \  ,• 

^•^PrQduEHQni  jigrUttiture,  l^c. — On  the  lands  belonging  to 
S]&cta^c;n\f  have  tfees  been  hitherto  j;aifed.  ^  No  plantaticns 
hayc  till  ff  late  been^jpaae»  and  i^ven,that.to  no  great  extent, 
npir.ioDprovements  indeed  of  any  kind,  owing  to  invincible 
^kfrPftfS'fil:  Gonfide^ng  the  great  quantity  of  wafte  land 
in  tihe  pariih^  fit  only  for  bearing  trees,  the  neglect  of  culti- 
Tating  them  is  much  to  be  regretted.     Trees  of  all  kinds 
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tend  greatlj  to  beautify  a  couQtryy  and  prove  ultimately 
highly  ufeful  and  profitable.      A(fa»  plane,  pine,  common 
fir^  willow,  larix,  are  the  kindd  of  trees   which  are  princi^ 
pally  produced.    The  larix  is  only  of  late  iatrodueed ;  and 
it  feems  to  thrive  better,  and  advance  fiifter  than  any  other 
tree.    It  is  attended  with  this  lingular  advantage  too,  that 
it  thrives  almoft  in  any  foil,  and  in  any  fitoation.    Horles, 
black  cattle,  and  Iheep,  are  the  animals  which  the  parilb 
produces.    The  number  of  cattle  amounts  to  1 185 ;  of  iheep 
to  I  TO  5 ;  of  horfes,  to  x  99.  The  number  of  acres  may  polSbly 
be,  at  an  average,  above  Sooo:  Of  thefe, about  1300  are  cal- 
led infield;  about  3056  outfield;  about  1640  pafture-ground; 
534  mois';  and  about  520  moor-ground.    The  greater  part 
of  the  arable  ground  is  employed  in  raifing  oats  and  bear. 
A  midcQing  farm  will  fow  about  36  or  40  boUt  of  dats^ 
and  from  4  to  6  boQs  of  bear.     Wheat,  rye,  hemp>  flax, 
are  not  cultivated  in  this  comer.     About  64  acres  only  ^ 
are  employed  in  raifing  turnip  and  potatoes.     The  axtifi- ' 
cial  grafles  occupy  about   490  acres.      The  pariih  for  the 
moft  part  fuppUes  itfelf  with  articles  of  provifioo,  an4> 
rarely  imports  or  crpoits.     Oats   in  gjpneral  are  fowfti 
towat-ds    the  middle   «nd    end    <tf  Apnl,    and   reaped! 
in  Oftober.    Bear  is  fown  about  the*  beginnkig  of  May, ' 
and  reaped  in  general  in  September.    Turnip  are  fown  to- 
wiird^  the  end  of  June.    About  135  or  140  acres  are.em* 
ployed  in  raifing  foreft-xrees»    The  valued  rent  of  the  pa*  . 
riih  is  L.  2500  :  i5  :  8    Scots.  •— >  The  neighbourhood  of 
Aberden  is  advantageous  to  the  pariflr,'  where  it  finds  a 
ready  market  for  every  article  of  produce ;  and  has  bat  a 
moderate  diftance  to  carry  Kme,  &c.  in  return,  for  mantt*  * 
ring  its  fields.     Among  its  difadvantages,  are  to  be  num- 
bered its  difiiculty  of  improveme&Cy  [Cueing  in  general  fidi 
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tf  both  fdcks.  md'ftoaes,  and  a  confideraUe  part  t>f  k  wel 
mA  fpQtigf^f  the  ixnall  progrels  which  agriculture  hath  hi#v 
thertD  inade».aad  I  may  add  thequantity  of  mo&  in  the  pa« 
rilb.  The  laft^flerdon  may  appear  paradozieaL  h  is  ne« 
▼erthekb  true :  For  till  the  lands  belaoging.to  the  town  cC 
Aberdeen  were  feued,  the  greaterjnumber  of  the  fubtenants, 
and  many  eyen  of  the  tenants  upon  thefe  lands,  employed 
at  great  part  of  th/eir  time  in  diggiflg  and  driving  peat  to- 
Aberdeen,  to  the  almoft  total  negleA  .of  the  cukivatiqn  of 
their  fields,  witbovt  deriving  in  return  any  proportionable 
compeniation. 

Stipeni^   <!hifAy    Pi>w^    O^r.—TKe  ftipend,  inclnd-- 
ing  the  glebe,  is  from  L,  70  to  L.  8b  Sterfin);.    Vb  Skener 
of  Skene  is  patron.       When  the  thurch  was  built  nobody 
knows.    It  is  very  old,  and  ba^s  not  been  repaired  £>r  a 
long  dme  paft:  '  Thd  manfe  was   built  in  die  year  1779. 
There  are  4  heritors  in  the  pariilli,  two  of  whom  only  re- 
fide,'  and  one  of  diefe  but  occafionally.    The  nrnhberof 
poopc  receiving  abMs  h  at  pifefent  24.    The  annual  amount 
•f  the  (^ntributions  for  their  reCef  is  about  L.  11,  ib  s;- 
Sterling.'    The  produce  of'  legacies  is  L.  6,  10  s.  Sterling.  '- 

WageSi  Fueli  yc--^The  wages  of  a  day-labourer,  m  huf- 
bandry  and  other  work,  are  from  8d.  to  is.-, ,, a  car- 
penter's from  IS.  to  I  s.  a d.  -,  a  moon's  about  x s.^  6d« « 
a  taylor's  about  8d.  or  pd.-,  a  fmith's  about  is.  id* or  is. 
a  d.  The  only  fuel  nfed  in  the  parifli  is  peat :  The  moCr 
ies  in  tl^  country,  in  general,  are  fiill  of  the  roots  of 
trees ;  an  eyident  proof,  that  it  has  been  formerly  mudl 
more  covered  with  wood  than  it  is  at  prefent,  Th^ ; 
trees  commonly  found  in  our  moiles  are  oak,  aller,  elm,  ha- 
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iil  mL  cdMinoti  ftf  ^  dM  oik  pfedomiMie^  TMoliiai 

e£  feiiul8<ifeirvaiit»  £roiA»  L.  %itL.  3  S%dtMg.  Tlie^kiadb 
<^plou|^,  j^bnenllyflNatetrfi^  of,  i^  c&e  oommoii  Scotdi 
pbughv    Thefe  tve  B40'cidl[8'^  oiily  i  didfe. 

jtfrM^^rsV^-^Boides  a^  Dftidicd  te'niplesv'  pfettf  ^n- 
tfate^  attd  fV  nMi^r  of  barrows  dr  ttttntdi,  tkerer  w^^ 
on  fr  teckH<  cdv«r«d  ^kb  bairOiX^^'  sibotit  an  Enj^ifK. 
mite  S^  oi  tte  <^UiWliy  ^idetit  ta^^oiSs  i:^  aif  edcampfneat  ^ 
near  which  is  a  very  large  colle£tion  of  ftones^  of  sL'  o^vn^- 
About  3-4ths  of  a  mile  N.  £•  of  the  church,  on  the  top  of 
a  hiH|,  are  the*  rexnams^of  ^  wall,  which  af^ear  to  have 
been  fbnmcrlj  reforted  to  as  a  place  ef  ftreng^.  .^ 

DfJifaUaruQus  Obfervatiom. — The  fpirit  for  indtiflrj  feeois 
at  lall  to  be  roufing,.    Improvements  o^  every  kind  ai^e 
progrefliye  in  theirnature,  aad  reqvire:time  and  encourage*^ 
menf  tq.  brinj]  them  to  any  degree  of  perfipQion.     Th^yr 
are  on  their  progrofe  northward ;  and  l^ie^  who  ihall  .ac- 
celerate it,  well  deCerves^  t^be  accounted  by  his  country  a, 
public  bene£siftor«   The  (late  of  the  roads  is. only  tolerable^ 
there  are  no  turnpikes,  and  the  opinion  of  the  country 
feems,  in  general,  to  be  againfl  them.     Several  bridges, 
t&kt  y»tft  vtty  much"  Wahted;  *  hav^  btfeii   WPfefted.    In- 
clofihg'of'laixd  is  gdirtg  oti  fan ;  the  rfent  of  iilf5feld  fenrf;  itt ' 
gtflettd;  may,  at' aw  aVerttge*,  be   r4s\  or  i6*r.  the  acne;' 
oUtfidd*  abdtttf  as.  6'^.    paftufe*  6^.    Thfe  fent  of  a  mid-- 
dllttg  fbm  may  be,  at  am  average,  frbm  t.  is  tb  L.  jb 
StMfrg;    Hieriuffilitrof  farms;  in  the  parilh  ii  dhtiiftjfti.* 
irtg.    Tktf  impfoVeitfetits- catryin^  oA  by  one  heritbr,  afl(!f- 
tfe-  feuing,  of  hte,  of  th6  landi  belonging  td  the  towrf  6f 
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Aberdeen,  may  be  ai&gned  as  the  caufe ;  by  which  laft,  31. 
ploughs  have  been  updyced  to  14  ^  hip$,  the  rents  have  con* 
fiderably  encrea&d,  and  a  fpirit  of  improvement  has  been 
excited.  7*^^  fiti^tipn  ^  Jthe  pafifl^  lA  2792  apd  1783 
was,  as  I  have  been  informedi  very  wretched ;  and  had 
not  the  peace,  at  that  critical  period,  taken  place,  a  &• 
mine,  it  is  believed,'  mufi,  in  this  country  in  general,  have 
inevitably  enfaed.  The  peafe,  which  had  been  bought  up 
for  the  ufe  of  t^e  fii^^t,  were  Sported  in  ipre^t  quantities 
into  Scotland;  and  thb  fupply,  along  with  the  laudaUe  ex- 
ertions of  communities  and  individuals,  proved,  under  Pro- 
vidence, the  means  ^  laviag  Ihe  eeuBtry. 
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PARISH  OF  AfiERLOUR. 


(County,  of  Banff.) 


By  the  Riv^  Mr  James  Thomsok. 


.■>UJ    Jl»'      '    ■         ' 


tfantSf  Skuation,  Extent ,  Surface  and  Soil. 

THE  ancient  aame  of  this  parifh  was  Skirdrnfian^  fo 
called  from  its  tutelary  (aint,  Duflaa.  Its  modem 
name  b  Aherlour^  ilerived  fcpm  its  local  fituation ;  being 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  a  noifj  bum,  where  it  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  Spey«  Jt  lies  in  the  weftem  part  of  the 
county  of  Banff,  about  20  computed  miles  W.  of  the  coun- 
ty-town, 10  S,  of  Elgin,  and  ^2  S.  E.  of  Forres.  It 
gives  name  to  the  prefbytery  tp  which  it  belongs,  being 
the  preflbytery-feat;  and  pertains  to  the  Synod  of  Murray. 
The  figure  of  the  pariib  refembles  a  wedge^  beiQg  broad* 
fx  at  the  weft  end,  and  growmg  gradually  ^afrpw^r 
towards  the  E.  Its  length  from  E.  to  W.  is  about  5 
Scotch  miles  -,  its  breadth  from  S.  to  N.  at  the  weft  end, 
about  5  Scotch  miles  *,  about  the  middle,  between  2  and  3, 
but  at  the  eaft  end  it  will  not  exceed  an  Engliih  mile. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  and  S.  E.  by  the  pariih  of  Mort- 
lack,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  imall  rivulet  and  a 
range  of  hills  called  the  Convals  ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  E. 
by  the  pariih  of  Boharm,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a 
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Imali  river  called  Fiddich  \  on  the  N;  by  the  pariih  o£ 
Rothes,  from  which  it  is  fcparated  by  the  river  Spe j ; 
im  the  N  W.  by  the  pariih  of  Knockandow,  from  which 
it  is  aUb  fcparated  by  the  river  Spey ;  and  on  the  W. 
and  S  W.  by  the  pari(h  of  Inveraven,  from  which  it  is 
divided  by  a  hill  called  the  Drum  of  Carron,  the  fmall 
water  of  Tarvey,  and  the  hill  of  Allachoynachan,  upon 
which  the  battle  between  the  Earls  of  Argyle  and  Huntly^ 
conimonly  called  the  battle  of  Glenlivat,  was  fought. 
The  appearance  of  the  pariih  is  various ;  that  part  of  it 
which  lies  N  W.  N.  and  £«  and  runs  along  Spey  and  Fid- 
dich, is  flat ;  that  which  lies  towards  the  S  £•  and 
S  W.  is  hilly.  In  the  middle  of  the  pariih  ftands  the 
high  mountain  of  Belrinnes,  from  the  top  of  which  you 
can,  in  a  clear  day,  fee  as  far  S.  as  the  Grampian  hills,  and 
as  far  N.  and  E^  as  the  mountains  of  Rois,  Sutherland  and 
Caithneis.  The  foil  towards  the  river  is  light,  and  when 
you  dig  to  any  depth,  a  ilratum  of  iand.  That  which  is 
towards  the  hills  is  deep,  and  a  clay  bottom.  But  both  the 
one  and  the  other  are  abundantly  fruitful  when  properly 
clutivated. 

Rwers,  iJc. — Befides  the  Spey  and  Fiddich,  there  are 
it  goqd  number  of  imall  rivulets  or  burns,  which  abound 
with  trout  and  eel,  as  do  Spey  and  Fiddich ;  in  the  for- 
tner  of  which  cohiiderable  numbers  of  falmon  ufed  to  be 
caught;  and  for  a  liberty  of  Catching  them  with  rodi, 
dikes  or  cairns,  the  tenants,  along  the  river-iide,  paid  to 
their  refpe£tive  heritors  a  certain  yearly  rent,  which  was 
called  water-rent.-  But,  of  hue  years,  the  quantity  of  fal« 
mon  caught  within  the  bounds  of  this  pariih  is  greatly  di- 
miniihed,  in  confequcnce  of  a  proceis  between  the  Duke  of 
Gordon  and  the  upper  heritors,  wherein  it  W0&  found, 
that  the  Duk&  had  a  title  to  raife  cruives  acrofe  the  river. 
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under  certain  regulations,  and  with  what  thej  call  the  Suq- 
daj's  fleep;  the  few  that  are  ftiU  caught  are  fold  within  the 
pariihi  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  at  4d.  the  lb.  and 
not  below  2d.  at  any  feafon.  Within  thefe  24  years  paft, 
there  have  been  more  frequent  overflowings  of  the  Spcy, 
than  are  remembered  before  that,  by  the  oldeft  man  alive, 
and  \^  hereby  the  adjacent  fields  have  been  much  damaged. 
In  September  1768,  efpecially,  the  river  rofe  about  18 
feet  perpendicular  above  the  channel,  overflowed  the 
iields,  carried  along  with  its  ftream  the  cut  com,  and 
large  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  buried  the  com  which 
was  not  cut  under  a  bed  of  fand  above  30  inches  deep, 
and  left  the  falmon  dead  on  the  fields,  at  the  diftance 
of  above  100  yards  from  the  bed  of  the  river.  Tliere 
have  been  fundry  extraordinary  fwellings  of  the  river 
fince  that  time,  but  never  to  fuch  a  prodigious  pitch,  al- 
though the  rains  have  been  greater,  and  of  longer  dura- 
tion, in  the  low  country  ;  from  which  it  has  been  con- 
cluded, that  the  inundation  in  1768  was  occafioned  by 
water-fpouts  on  the  hills. 

Produce. — Though  the  pariih  is  rather  calculated  for  grain 
than  for  paflure,  it  rears  fuflicient  black  cattle,  iheep 
and  hogs  ;  not  only  fupplying  itfelf,  but  fending  to 
market.  Some  of  the  beft  farmers  alfo  bring  up  horfes 
fit  for  (addle  and  draught ;  and  although  the  diftrid  can- 
not be  faid  to  be  famous  for  breeding  horfes,  black  cattle 
or  flieep  of  fuperior  qualities,  yet  there  are,  of  each  kind, 
fome  raifed,  which  are  efteemed  very  handfome,  and  well 
fhaped,  for  which  the  owners  draw  for  horfes  from  L.  15 
to  L.  20  SterUng ;  for  cows  from  L.  j  to  L«  9  Sterling, 
for  oxen  from  L.  8  to  L.  12,  and  for  iheep  ten  guineas 
the  fcore.  And  as  the  pariih  has  thefe  ufefiil  animals,  it 
wants  not  thofe  that  are  noxious  \  fuch  as,  foxes,  badgers, 

otters, 


of  Aherhur.  67 

otterSy  &c.  It  is  alfo  (lored  with  fowls  and  birds.  Be- 
ing a  highland  country,  abounding  with  woods,  and  al- 
xnoft  furrounded  with  hills,  there  are  muirfowls,  pa- 
tridges,  plovers,  (nipes,  lapwings,  cormorants,  hawks, 
magpies,  and  woodcocks  at  their  feafon  ;  fometimes 
eagles  are  feen  upon  Belrinnes,  and  fome  of  their  feathers 
are  found  there  ;  the  night  owl  alfo  (hows  itfelf.  The 
migratory  birds  are  the  cuckoo,  which  appears  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  difappears  in  Augufl ;  the  lap- 
wing, about  the  month  of  March,  and  is  feldom  feen 
after  the  end  of  July ;  the  fwallow  about  the  firft  of 
June,  and  difappears  in  the  end  of  July ;  the  wood- 
cock about  Oftober,  and  is  fcarce  feen  after  April. — ^The 
parifh  produces  grain  of  all  forts,  with  any  due  culture  \ 
and  not  only  fupplies  itfelf,  but  felb  oats,  meal  and 
barley,  fometimes  to  the  highlands,  and  fometimes  for 
exportation.  It  has  alfo  abundance  of  barren  timber,  ef- 
pecially  oak,  allar  and  birch,  which  grow  naturally  in  large 
woods,  and  fome  plantations  of  firs  are  lately  planted .  There 
are  alfo  fruit-trees,  fnch  as  apple,  pear,  cherry  trees,  &c« 
in  fome  gardens.  Turnip  and  potatoes  begin  now  to  be 
Tsdfed  on  every  farm,  though,  being  but  lately  introduced, 
in  fmall  quantities.  The  practice  of  planting  cabbage  in 
the  fields  has  not  got  in  here ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  it  will 
be  introduced  fix>n,  as  almoft  all  the  fields  are  without 
any  fence ;  and  winter  herding  is  not  pradifed.  There 
is  alfo  fome  flax  raifed,  but  no  hemp;  and  no  great  quan- 
tities of  fown  grafs. 

Po/«/2/io«,-— According  to  Dr  Webftcr's  fbte  of  the  po- 
pulation, the  number  of  inhabitants  was  loio.  There  are, 
at  prefent,  about  920  foub ;  about  450  males,  and  470  fe- 
males.  The  births  and  deaths  bear  not  the  ordinary  pro- 
portion to  the  population.    By  fumming  up  the  baptifms 
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and  buriak  for  %o  Tears,  it  appears,  that  the  baptifms  are, 
at  an  average,  25,  deaths  15,  and  marriages  8.  Though 
there  are  fcarce  anj  remarkable  for  longeyitj,  jet  the 
people  are  generally  bealthj,  and,  a  few  excepted,  who  are 
carried  off*  bj  fmall  pox  and  confumptions,  arrive  at 
the  age  of  70,  80,  and  not  a  few  at  84.  The  whole 
are  of  the  Eflablifhed  Church,  except  about  10  or  11, 
who  are  Roman  Catholics.  The  inhabitants,  except  a  ve- 
ry, few  fervants  and  cottagers  who  come  from  Strathfpey 
and  Badenoch,  are  natives,  defcended  from  ancellors  who 
have  lived  in  the  pariib  for  many  generations  ;  and  as  there 
are  verylew  who  come  from  other  places,  fo  there  are 
as  few  who  leave  the  pariib :  For  fince  the  year  1782, 
when  there  were  whole  families  emigrating  from  the  neigh- 
bouring pariihes  to  North  America,  none,  except  a  few 
afpiring  young  men,  who  have  had  a  more  liberal  education 
than  their  neighbours,  have  left  this  parifli,  and  gone,  fome 
to  London,  fome  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  There  is  but 
one  reiiding  heritor^ 

Ciurcbf  Stipend^  Poor^  Vf.— The  church  feems  to  be 
very  old,  and  wsis  repaired  in  1 786.  The  ftipend  till  the 
year  1772  was  only  L.  50 ;  but  at  that  period  the  Earl  of 
Fife,  as  patron,  without  any  application  from  the  incum- 
bent, or  any  in  his  name,  with  a  generofity  worthy  of  his 
Lordihip,  propofed  an  augmentation  of  the  flipend,  and 
delired  the  incumbent  to  name  what  augmentation  he 
thought  the  minifter  of  Aberlour  ought  to  have;  who, 
with  the  advice  of  the  prelbytery,  propofed  L.  8 :  6  :  8 
Sterling,  of  money,  with  18  bolls  of  oat-meal,  at  8  ftone 
the  boll,  which  his  Lordihip  agreed  to,  and  obtained  a  de- 
preet,  without  any  expence  to^  the  incumbent :  So  that,  at 
prefent,  the  ftipend  is  L.  58  :  6  :  8  of  money,  and  x8  holU 
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af  xnea]^  ^^  ^^out  a  little  xngre  thap  5  acres  of  araUe 
ground  for  a  glebe,  little  more  tfaao  an  acre  of  ^ai^,  a 
manfe,  garden  and  offii;e$.  The  fttDd3  ior  the  poor  are 
Qot  great,  though  the  number  on  the  poor's  roU  is  con- 
fiderable,  there  being  juft  now  about  30.  There  is  a  mor* 
tification  of  3^  bolb  of  zneal,  at  9  flone  ^e  boll,  payable 
jearlj  off  a  fmall  farm.  One  hundred  xnerks,  befides, 
were  mortified  by  a  farmer  of  the  name  of  M'Erron  ; 
another  hundred  merks  by  one  of  the  name  of  Green; 
both  which  fums,  with  any  favings  made  in  years  of 
plenty,  are  lent  out  upon  interefi,  and  amount  now  to 
about  L.  80  Sterling  of  capital.  The  annualrent  of  this, 
with  the  above  mentioned  mortified  meal,  the  weekly  col- 
lections, amounting  to  about  2  s.  Sterlbg,  at  an  average, 
each  Sabbath,  with  the  produce  of  the  mort- cloth,  and 
any  fines  for  immoralities,  are  all  the  funds  for  alTifting  this 
numerous  roll.  Indeed,  in  1782,  it  was  necefTary,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  fcarcity,  to  diminiOi  the  capital ;  but  fince  that 
tiflne  it  has  been  ratfed  to  what  it  is  at  prefent. 

Trice  of  Provifions  and  Labour, — The  prices  of  vifhials 
and  clothing  are  greatly  raifed  within  thefe  20  years  paft. 
Meal,  which  before  that  period,  would  have  been  bought 
at  8  s.  4  d.  the  boll,  now  fells  at  11  s.  or  12s.;  beef,  which 
formerly  fold  at  ij-d.  a-pound,  now  gives  3d  or  4d.; 
eggs,  which  were  bought  at  i  d.  for  14,  coil  now  14*  d. 
for  12;  and  fiih,  which  would  have  been  bought  at  5  d. 
the  dozen,  now  cod  i  s; ;  fo  in  proportion  with  refped 
to  every  fort  of  provifions.  The  fame  proportion  h6lds 
with  refped  to  clothes  and  fhoes  ;  yet  the  people  feem  fa* 
tisfied  with  their  condition,  live  very  comfortably,  being 
generally  very  indufirious,  and  receive  a  proportional  high 
nrice  for  any  commodity  they  bring  to  market  \   and  the 
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labouring  people  and  fervants  have  nearlj  doable  the 
wages  of  what  they  had  about  20  years  ago.  A  day* 
labourer  gets  his  viduals  and  6d.  a-day,  at  anyfeafon; 
^in  harveft,  10  d.  and  x  s.  A  man-fervant^  who  can  only 
drive  a  cart-horfe,  is  allowed  L. 4  yearly;  and  he  who 
Iran  plow  and  fow^  gets  L*  5  or  L,  6.  A  woman-fervant 
jj^ts  \$*2  a-year. 
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PARISH    OF   ROSENEATH. 


(County  of  Dunbarton.) 


By  the  Rev  Mr  George  Drummokd« 


NanUf  Sttuatioftf  Soii^  ISc. 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  parHh  was  Rojfnacboieb^ 
which  is  a  Gaelic  word,  fignifying  the  *'  Virgin's 
**  Promontory."  The  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  moft  wefterlj 
part  of  Dnnbarton-fhire,  in  the  Sjnod  of  Glafgow  and 
Air.  It  is  a  peniafula,  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  parallelo- 
gram, being  about  7  miles  long  and  2  broad,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  land-fide  towards  the  N.  by  the  pariih  of  Row,  on 
the  W.  by  Lochlong,  on  the  S.  by  the  frith  of  Clyde,  and 
on  the  £.  by  Gairloch.  It  is  a  continued  ridge  of  rifing 
ground,  without  any  high  hill  or  mountain,  although  fome 
parts  of  it  are  rocky.  The  higher  grounds  are  covered 
with  heath ;  but  the  lands  near  the  ihore  are  green.  The 
Ibil  is  various,  part  of  it  being  fertile,  and  part  barren ; 
part  of  it  deep,  and  part  ihallow.  The  air  is  naturally 
dry,  but  is  frequently  moiftened  with  ihowera.  It  is  in  ge« 
neral  healthy.  There  ace  feveral  imall  rivulets ;  but,  from 
the  fituation  of  the  pariih,  no  large  rivers.  We  have  a  lake 
of  about  a  mile  in  circumference,  that  abounds  with  perch. 

Goqfip 
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'Coajl^*  Fi/beruSf  l^c. — ^The  extent  of  coaft  is  about  13 
miles.  The  Ihore  is  in  fome  places  flat  and  fandj,  but , 
in  general' rock  J  and  low.  The  fifh  commonly  caught 
are  herrbig^  tod,  mackerelf  ikate,  flounders  and  (iadmon. 
Salmon  are  fold  from  i  d.  to  3  d.  a-pound.  The  other  fiih 
are  fold  by  guefs  or  number,  according  to  their  fize.  The 
falmon  and  herrings  are  caught  *  vrith  nets ;  the  other  fiih 
with  lines.  Greenock  and  Glafgow  \are  the  markets  id 
which  the  fiih  caught  here  are  generally  {bld«  There  is  a 
ftrong  current  in  the  Gairlocb,  between  the  pariihes  of  Roie- 
neath  and  Row,  oppofite  to  the  church  of  Row,  where  there 
is  a  ferry.  There  are  two  bays  on  the  coail,  one  called  Call- 
wattie,  and  the  other  Campfoil ;  in  which  laft  there  b  good 
anchorage,  and  ,iafe  harbour  for  fhips  of  any  burden.  In 
the  Duke  of  Argyle's  park  there  is,  a  .remarkable  rock^ 
which,  though  now  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
Ihore,  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  waihed  by  the 
ifia.  Its  greateit  perpendiailar  height  is  34  feet.  It  is 
called  Wallace's  Loup,  /.  e.  Leap,  from  9  tradition,  that  the 
renowned  Wallace,  being  clofely  purfued  by  a  party  of  his 
enemies,  jumped  down  this  rock  on  horfeback,  and  efcaped 
tnhurt ;  but  his  horfe  was  killed  by  the  fall,  and  was  bn-> 
sied  at  the  £tx>t  of  the  rock,  where  his  grave  is  fhewn. 

Product^  Rent^  U'r.-— The  arerage  produce  of  an  acre  is  not 
eafily  eftimated,  both  from  the  farmers  being  backward  in 
difclofing  their  aflairs,  and  from  a  want  of  knowing  the 
number  of  acres  in  the  pariih.  The  parifh  could  fufBcient- 
\j  fupply  its  inhabitants  with  provifions,  if  they  weife  not 
obliged  to  fell  the  produce  for  ready  money,  in  order  to 
pay  their  rents :  When  this  is  the  cafe,  they  are  under  die 
aeceility  of  buying  provifions  again  for  their  own  fupport ; 
the  purcbafe-money  for  which  arifes  from  the  profits  of 
the  herring-filhery.     The  land-rent  of  the  pariih  is  about 

L.  looo 
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L.  looo  Sterling.  The  annual  rent  of  a  cottage  and  yard 
is  from  IDS.'  to  ao  s.  One  ialmon-fiiherjy  with  a  piece  of 
ground,  lets  for  L.  30  a-jear.  The  Duke  of  Argjie  has 
difcovered  a  flate-quarry  in  this  parifhy  which  at  prefent 
promifes  pretty  well.  Several  thou&uid  flates  are  already 
dug  out,  formed,  and  fliaped  for  ufe. 

Po^«£iftoii.<— According  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of 
the  people  was  521.    At  prefent,  there  are 


Under  xo  years. 

54 

Smiths, 

^ 

1 

Between  xo  &  2O9 

82 

Shoemakers, 

V 

4 

X40 

Tailors, 

c 

5 

102' 

Carpenters  and  appren- 
tices,       (    - 

Above  70 

x6 

6 

1 

Seamen, 

6 

Total, 

394 

• 

Herring-fifliennen, 
Salmon-fifliermen, 

96 

2 

\ 

Males  above  xo  years. 

180 

Ferrymen, 

2 

Females  ditto, 

160 

Houfehold  fervants. 

22 

Farmers, 

48 

Seceders, 

5 

Weavers, 

7 

Cameronians, 

X4 

Mafoo, 

« 
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ABLE  pf  M^rrisign,  ^^vths  ^ld  Oeadis^  from  Ja 
nutrj  1780^  tQ  ditto  X790. 

Years.  Afarrkigff^  Jiir^*  Drafts. 

X780,  'r        -    5         •  0  -             3 

^781,  -           6  -        »3  -        4 

178a,  -        S        -  x6  •           9 

1783,  •  4  -        14  -        5 

1784,  -       4        -  19  -  i 
J785.  ^           5.  -^18  .       ^ 

1786,  .        7        -  I?  -  I 

1787,  -  S  -        »4  -        4 

1788,  -        6        -  17  -  tQ 

»789^  -           ^        -  »4  *           5 


Average,      r        Si  ^5  5 

Therci  are  98  l^ofes  io  the  pariflit  ^  which  ace  detach* 
^  there  being  no  towns  nor  villages.  The  proportion  of 
iKicbelors  to  married  men  and  widowers,  is  as  2  to  3.  Each, 
marriage  produces,  at  an  leverage,  nearly  3  children.  The 
decreafe  in  the  population,  from  what  it  was  40  years  ago, 
]s  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  attraAion  of  neighbouring  manu- 
&£hires,  bu^  is  owing  partly  to  o|ie  proprietor  haying  taken 
into  hb  own  pofieflion  fome  £irms  upon  which  feveral 
families  forn^erly  lived,  and  partly  to  fpme  other  farms 
l>eing  let  to  fewer  tenants  ^  yet,  even  at  prefent,  we  arq 
ftocked  with  inhabitants. 

Churchy  Schoo/f  Poor^  (sfr.-— The  church  was  rebuilt  it^ 
1780 ;  the  manfe  in  1770.  The  ftipend  is  mofUy  paid  in 
viAual ;  and,  at  an  average,  including  the  glebe,  may  be 
eftimated  at  L.  no  Sterling.    The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  pa- 
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kiMk  The  ttiuber  of  heritors  is  3 ;  1  of  them  refide 
toofandy  in  die  pwiihi  and  fooietiiiies  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gjrle,  who  is  the  chief  proprietor.  The  fchoohnafter's  bf^ 
buy  is  L.  89  9  8.  Sterling ;  average  of  fees  and  perquifiteSt 
L.  89  7  s.;  number  of  fcholars  in  winter,  38 ;  at  other 
times  fewer.  The  quatter-fees  for  reading  are  i  s» ;  for 
reading  and  writing,  i  s  6  d«;  for  reading,  writing,  and  a- 
rithmettc,  2  s. ;  &r  Latin,  2  s.  6d. ;  but  which  laft  has  not 
been  taught  for  feveral  years.  The  number  <f  poor  is  13. 
The  anncud  amount  of  contributions  for  their  relief,  in- 
doding  the  intefeft  of  the  parochial  funds,  is  L»  x8  Ster- 
ling. 


cfPfwifi^ns  amdLaboMrj  Vr.-*-^The  prefent  current 
prices  of  beef  and  vtal,  are  from  5d.  to  7  d.  the  pound  1 
formerly  they  were  from  afd»  to  4  d.  the  pound)  mutton 
and  Iamb,  at  prefent,  from  4  d.  to  6  d.  a-pound  \  formerly 
2  d.  to  3f  di  the  poand.  A  hen,  which  now  liells  at  z  s. 
fold  formerly  at  4  d. ;  m  chicken,  now  4  d.  and  5  d^  fold 
formerly  for  2  d. ;  butter,  at  prefent  from  9  d«  to  i  s.  th^ 
pound,  formerly  at  3f  d.  and  4  d.(  ikimmed-milk  cheefe,  at 
prefent  3  d.  formerly  xf  d.  the  pound.  Barley  foils  now 
at  15  s.  »-boll,  Dunbarton^fliire,  8  ftone  the  bol^  which  ia 
a  peck  and  a  half  larger  than  Linlithgow  meafure,  for« 
merly  it  fold  at  9  8.  or  zo^. ;  oats,  at  prefent  13  s.  a-boU, 
formerly  8  s.  A  common  labourer*^  wages  a^day,  without 
viAuals^  are  from  10 d.  to  i  s*  and  is.  2d.;  acarpenter or  ~) 
Wright,  2  s«  »-day ;  a  mafon,  2  s.  a^ay ;  a  tailor,  8  d.  a-day 
and  his  meat*  Peats  are  the  common  fuel  ufed  here  ;  fome 
few  fomilies  ufe  coals,  which  are  brought  by  water  down 
theriver  Clyde,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Glafgow. 
The  price  of  them  at  the  (hore  here,  including  freight,  &c. 
b  5  s.  the  cart.  The  cart  fhould  be  1200  weight.  Peats 
are  fold  at  6  d.  the  creel.  The  avarage  expence  of  a  com- 
mon 
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mon  labourer  and  his  wife  mzy  be  feftimatftd  at  L.  1 1  Ster^ 
ling  yearly :  Many  of  them  have  adattlly  brought  up 
pretty  large  families  upon  the  wages  they  receive,  and  that 
without  running  much  in  debt. 

Mifcelhmtous  OiJirvaiions.'^Thert  are  no  ale-houfes,  but 
plenty  of  whilky-houfes,  here,  which  are  rather  unfriendly 
to  the  morals  of  the  people-  Twelve  new  houfes  have 
been  built  wifftiin-  thefe  lo  years;  for  each  of  thefe,  ez« 
cept  3,  an  ok!  houfe  has  been  puUed  dowiv.  There  are  al«- 
moft  no  cottagers  employed  ^in  agriculture,  unleis  by  the 
Duke  of  Argyle.  It  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  it  is  better 
to  employ  them  or  hired  fervants.  It  is  believed,  that  the 
cheapeft  ^md  mofl  expeditious  method  of  carrying  on  work 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  letting  it  by  the  piece,  whea 
it  caft  be  done  fo.  For  thefe  20  years  and  upwards^no  perfon 
whatever,  reiiding  within  this  parifh,  has  been  imprifoned^ 
except  one  poor  maa  a  &0Ft  time  for  a  fmall  debt.  Here  rats, 
cannot  exiflrMany  of  thefe  have,  at  different  dmes,  been 
accidentally  imported  from  veiTels  lying  upon  thefiiore;- 
but  were  never  known  to  live  ix  months  in  the  place. 
From  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  foil  of  this  parifh  is 
boiHle  to  that  animal,  fome  years  ago,  a  Wefl  India  planter 
afhially  carried  out  to  Jamaica  feveral.  cafks  of  Rofeneath 
earth,  with' a  view  to  kill  the  rats  that  were  deflroying  his 
iugar-canes.  It  is  faid  this  had  not  the  defired  effeft ;  fo^ 
we  loft  a  very  valuable  export.  Had*  the  experiment  fuc* 
ceeded^  this  would  have  been  a  new  and  profitable  trade 
for  the  proprietors;  but  perhaps,  by  this  time,  the  parifh  of 
Rofeneath  might  have  been  no  more. 
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PARISH    OF    DRAINY. 


(County  of  Elgin.) 

By  tie  Rev*  Mr  Lewis  GoRbOK* 


Situation,  Extent ,  Name  and  SoiL 

THE  pariih  of  Drainj  is  fitaated  in  the  Sjnod  of  Mo- 
ray, the  county  and  prefbytery  of  Elgin,  and  about 
6  meafiired  miles  &om  the  royal  borough  of  that  name. 
It  is  a  peninfula,  ftretching  E.  and  W.  along  the  coafi,  a- 
bout  2  meafured  miles  in  its  greateft  breadth,  and  4  in  its 
greateft  length  ^  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  Moray  frith ; 
on  the  S.  by  the  lake  of  Spynie,  which  feparates  it  from 
the  parifh  et  Spynie ;  on  the  E.  by  the  river  of  LoiTie, 
which  divides  it  from  the  pariflies  of  St  Andrew's  and  l/i- 

» 

quhart ;  and  on  the  W.  by  the  parifli  of  Dufiiis.  Drainy 
confifts  of  the  1  ancient  pariQies  of  Kinneddar  and  Ogftovm, 
which  were  united  foon  after  the  Reftoration.  It  obtained 
its  name  frooi  a  liew  centrical  church  being  built,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  annexation,  on  the  lands  of  Draiay,  which 
probably  were  called  fo  from  draining  the  neighbour^ 
ittg  fwamps  and  marfhes.  In  general,  this  part  of  the  coun^ 
try  is  low  and  flat.  There  are  only  two  fmall  eminences 
that  deferve  the  name  of  hills.  Scarcely  one  half'  of  the 
furface  is  arable,  the  greateft  part  confifling  of  barren  moor- 
ground,  covered  with  fliort  heath,  or  coarfe  benty  grafs. 
The  Ian  d  under  cultivation  is  very  fertile,  pare  of  it  being 
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a  rich  loam  or  clay,  and  part  a  light,  black,  or  fimdjr 
foil. 

Rentf  MamtfaBures^  Csf r.— Hie  valued  tent  is  L.  3044, 
173. 4d«  Scotch;  and  the  real  rent  may  be  eftimated  at  about 
L.  I2C0  Sterling,  though  this  miift  depend  on  the  price  of 
grain.    There  is  onlj  one  refiding  heritor,  who  poiTefles 
two-thirds  of  the  property ;  the  remaining  third  belongs  to 
the  only  other  heritor.     It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  no 
manufa&ures  have  been  efiabliihed  here,  as  fcarcely  any 
part  of  Scotland  is  better  adapted  for  them.     The  women 
fpin  linen-yam ;  by  which,  with  thft  greateft  application, 
they  can  only  earn  from  2d.  to  3d.  a-day ;  and  even  this 
yam,  except  what  is  neceflary  for  our  own  confumption,  is 
exported  (unwrought)  to  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  or  the  N. 
of  England.'  The  2  hiUs,  mentioned  above,  abound  with  ez« 
cellent  quarries  of  white  and  yellow  free-ftone,  which  is 
not  to  be  found  any  where  eUe  in  the  Moray  frith.   About 
20  mafons,  including  apprentices,  and  nearly  double  that 
number  of  labourers,  are  conftantly  employed  in  quarrying 
and  dreffing  ftones,  to  fupply  the  demand  for  that  article 
from  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties. 

ViUage  of  LoJJtemouthy  Imports  and  Exporis.^'-Tht  princi- 
pal village  here  is  Lofliemouth,  a  fea-port  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Elgin.  It  contains  from  150  to  200  inhabit 
tants.  There  are  no  veflels  belonging  to  the  place,  except 
z  (loop  and  2  fifhing-boats.  But  during  the  laft  year  49 
veiTeb,  from  55  to  60  tons  burden,  at  an  average,  entered 
this  harbour.    The  imports  and  exports  were  as  follow  : 

Import  s.— Engliih  coab,  -  20  vefTels. 

Scotch  coals,  *  6 

London  goods,  -  10 

Carried  forward,  36 


IifroKTs. 


■         Brofij^  itxwJdAf 

36vefl«Is. 

Leithgoods» 

4 

Tanners  bark. 

3 

Native  fak, 

Bocde9, 

Slates, 

Iron, 

Lune, 

Total       49 

£zFaaTSf<*»were  ao  cargoes  barley  and  oats,  at  an  ave- 
ragi^  aboBt  400  boUs  each,  and  an  incoafiderable  qnantitj 
of  pdtrj»  The  quantity  of  com  formerly  exported  from 
this  ooHBty,  was  reckoned,  at  an  average,  20,000  bolb 
yearly.  But  it  is  probable  this  e?cportation  will,  in  future, 
be  fiMnewhat  reduced,  as  the  fmuggling  of  foreign  fpirits  is 
liow,  in  a  great  meaf ure,  fupprefled,  and  wfaiiky  19  f ub- 
fixtnted  in  tfam  place.  Twenty  licenfed  ftiUa  are  at  pre- 
ient  employed  in  this  county  -^  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  Spirits  is  manufadured,  and  confumed  in  the  high- 
lands of  Moray  and  Invemeis-flura 

Sybu^  7ow«y«"*There  are  other  a  creeks,  in  die  panfii 
that  admit  boats,  Caufea  and  Stolifield(  at  the  latter  there 
are  at  pmCent  3.  fiibing-boats,  which,  with  the  z  at  LoiBe^i^ 
nMmth,  are  a  vaft  benefit  to  thei  town  of  Elgin,  and  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  in  fiippIyiAg.white.fiih.  The  rent  derived  fixNOi 
theie  fiihing-boats  is-  L.  5  Sterling,  each  yearly :  But  the 
proprietors  are  obliged  to  femifli  a  new  boat  tv^rj,  feveath. 
year,  which  cofis,  when  rigged  and  complete,  from  L.  18 
torlu  ao  Sterling;.  The  fiih  commonly  taken  on  this  coaft, 
are  cod»  flute,  hoUibuti  haddocks,  whitings,  iaiths  or  cud- 
dies^ with,  plenty  of  crabs  and  lobfiers  \  but  none  of  them 

ia 
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in  greater  quantity  than  to  anfwer  the  demand  for  home 
confumption. 

River  and  Xai^ j.-— The  river  Lollie  has  its  fource  in  the 
hills  of  IDallas ;  and,  after  a  courfe  of  near  26  meafured 
miles,  diicharges  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the  tpwn  of  Lollie- 
mouthy  in  the  N.  £.  comer  of  this  parifh,  It  is  too  finall 
to  be  navigable  beyond  its  mouth,  and  its  bed  too  fandy  to 
be  favourable  to  falmon ;  yet  about  3  or  4  fcore  of  that  fiih 
have  fometimes  been  taken  in  a  feafon,  at  its  entry  into 
the  fea.  It  abounds  with  excellent  red  fpotted  trout,  from 
I  lb.  to  3  lb.  and  even  fometimes  4  lb.  in  weight,  called 
here  phinnocks. — ^The  loch  of  Spynie  is  a  beautiful  piece 
of  frefh  water,  about  i  mile  broad  and  3  miles  long,  which 
difcharges  itfelf  into  die  river  Lofiie,  about  a  mile  from 
the  fea:  It  abounds  with  eel  and  pike,  and  water-fowl  of 
various  kinds ;  fuch  as,  fwans,  geefe,  duck,  teal,  6cc.  This 
loch,,  at  fome  former  period,  appears  evidently  to  have  form- 
ed a  bay  of  the  fea,  aad  to  have  been  conneded«witb  ano- 
ther loch  in  the  parifh  of  Urquhart,  called  Cotts,  which  is 
only  half  a  mile  diAant.  The  mouth  of  this  bay  is  formed 
by  2  banks  of  hard  gravel  about  500  yards  afunder,  and 
the  water  of  Lofiie  psdSng  through  this  opening,  feems,  in 
a  feries  of  ages,  to  have  carried  down  fuch  a  quantity  of 
fand,  as  to  have  at  length  feparated  thefe  lochs  from  each 
other,  and  fhut  up  their  communication  with  the  fea.  The 
beds  of  ihells  all  around  the  loch  of  Spynie,  and  the  names 
of  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  clearly  prove  that  it  has 
formerly  been  conne&ed  with  the  fea ;  and  there  are  alfo 
fome  written  evidences  of  the  iame  fad. 

Cburcbf  Stipend^  Poor^  School^  lifr.— The  church  'was 
built  more  than  xoo  years  ago,  and  looks  tolerably  decent 
without,  but  is  very  naked  and  ill  finiflied  within.    Our 

churches 
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churdies  are,  in  generaly  exceedingly-  cold  and  dirty,  and 
there  is  little  hope  of  this  evil  heing  foon  remedied.  The 
patronage  belongs  to  the  Sunilj  of  Gordonfton.  The 
Aipend  is  72  bolls  of  barley  and  oats,  and  L.  50  Sterling  of 
money,  with  L.  2,  10  s*  iot  communion-elements.  The 
inanfe  and  offices  are  new ;  the  glebe  and  gardens  contain 
about  5  Scotch  acres.  The  old  church  of  Ogftown  is  now 
converted  into  a  burying  place  for  the  famUy  of  Grordon- 
fton,  and  was  rebuilt  fome  time  ago  with  great  tafle,  in 
the  ancient  Gothic  ftyle.  The  veftiges  of  the  old  church 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  church>yard  at  Kinneddar,  and  adjoin- 
ing to  theCe  the  remains  of  an  old  palace  or  cafUe  belonging  to 
the  Biihop  of  Moray,  where  he  refided  before  the  cattle  of 
Spynie  was  built. — The  parochial  funds  are  very  inconii- 
^derable,  the  whole  income  not  exceeding  L.  20  Sterling  \ 
and  this  fum,  out  of  which  the  falary  of  the  feflion-clerk, 
beadle,  and  other  parochial  charges,  mufl  be  paid,  is  all 
the  provifion  for  40  or  50  poor. — At  the  parifli-fchool, 
about  30  or  40  children  are  inftruAed  in  Latin,  Engliih, 
writing  and  arithmetic.  The  falary  of  the  fchoolmafter  is 
12  bolls  barley,  beiides  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
office  of  fefllon-clerk,  which  is  commonly  conjoined  with 
that  of  fchoolmaAer,  and  amounts  to  L.  3  Sterling,  exclufive 
of  a  few  trifling  perquifites^ 

Population^  tifr.— The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  was  1x74 

fouls.     At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  there  were 

Males,  —  —  —  ^80 

Females,  .^  .^  .^  ^gp 


Total, 


X040 


VPt.  IV.  L  Farmers, 


82 


Statijiical  Account 


Farmers,        —             —             —  68 

Seamen,               —                —            "^  37 

Mafons,            —              ^                 —  13 

Weavers,              —              _              _  j 

Tailors,            ^              "^                —  5 

Smiths,                 — -                —             —  3     ' 

Joiners,          _  —                 _  4 

Merchants,             —               •—              —  3 

Labourers,             —             —             —  35 
The  remainder  being  widows,  married  fervants, 

and  perfons  of  mixed  profeiEons,  were  57 

Male-fervants,                 —               —  87 

Female-fervants,               —                 •—  95 

Apprentices,                 -^                —  15 

Married  couples,             —                 —  159 
Children  of  the  above,  and  refiding  with  their 

parents,             _             _             _  334 

V/idowers  and  widows,          —           —  64 

In  the  above  lift,  thofe  only  are  reckoned  farmers  who 
live  folely  by  that  occupation :  But  feveral  other  people  in 
the  parifti  rent  a  few  acres  of  ground  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  families. 

Births^  Marriages  and  Burials j  for  theft  laf  eight  years. 

Years,  Births.       Males.  Females.  Marriages.  Burials. 

1783  29  I   18  I   II  I    8  16 

1784  34  I   18  I   16  I   II  a5 

1785  32     12  20  9  19 

1786  31     12  19  9  27 

1787  31      19  12  13  15 

1788  34     20  14  9  24 

1789  35      18  17  14  30 

1790  35     21  14  6  23 

Sums  I  26t   I  138   I  123   I   79   I  179 

Tho 
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The  namber  of  inhabitants  has  not  varied  much  for  thefe 
laft  20  years;  vibrating  generally  from  1020  to  1050. 

In  general,  the  climate  of  thb  country  is  mild  and  whole- 
feme.     There  is  more  dry  weather  in  the  narrow  flip  a- 
long  the  Moray-lhire  coafl,  than  in  moil  other  parts  in 
Scotland,  owing  to  the  land  being  very  low  and  plain, 
and  the  clouds    being    attraAed    by   the    high    hills    to 
the  fouthward ;  fo  that  often  in  fummer,  when  this  parifh 
is   burned   up  with  drought,  rain  falls  in  abundance  in 
the  high  country.     One  happy  confequence  of  this  pe- 
culiar fituation  is  the  goodnefs  of  the  harvcfls ;  even  in 
1782  the  greateft  part  of  the  crop  here  was  got  in  without 
damage.  —  lliere  are  no  extraordinary  inftances   of  lon- 
gevity here,  nor  are  there  any  difeafes  peculiar  to  this  di- 
ftri£l.     Agues  were  very  common  about  25  or  30  years  a- 
go,  in  the  marfliy  parts  of  D rainy  and  DufFus,  but  have 
for  fome  time  paft  totally  difappeared.     The  complaints 
that  prevail  moft  among  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  are 
obfiinate  coughs  and|^olds,  attended  with  pain  of  the  breaft,^ 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  fwelling  in  the  extremities,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  winter-feafon,  and  are  very  fatal.     They 
feem  to  be  occafioned  by  the  coldnefs  and  dampnefi  of 
the  houfes,  and  the  great  fcarcity  of  fuel,  for  there  are  no 
peats  nearer  than  the  diflance  of  10  meafured  miles.     If 
the  attention  of  Government  could  be  awakened  to  the 
many  evils  ariitng  from  the  impolitic  tax  on  coals,  and 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubftitute  fome  other  revenue 
in  its  ftead,  it  would  be .  of  eflential  benefit  to  the  North  of 
Scotland  in  general,  and  to  this  province  in  particular. 

Produce  J  Rent,  Uc, — All  the  kinds  of  grain  raifed  in 
Scotland  fucceed  here  •,  but  barley  is  the  principal  crop. 
Flax  is  alfo  cultivated,  but  to  no  great  extent.  Potatoes 
thrive  admirably  well  in  our  light  ground,  and  ferve  for 

the 
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the  fubiiftence  of  the  poor,  at  leaft  a  third  part  of  the  year. 
Agriculture  is  the  chief  emplojinent  of  the  people  ; 
yet  the  modem  improvements  in  hufbandry  are  only  in 
their  infancy.  Inclofures  are  yet  far  from  being  generaL 
The  introduftion  of  turnips  and  fown  grafles  promifes  to 
be  of  infinite  advantage,  as  proper  food  for  our  cattle  was 
fcs^ce  both  in  fummer  and  winter.  There  are  in  the  pa- 
riih  in  all  about  96  ploughs ;  the  number  of  horfes  is  from 
300  to  400  ;  the  black  cattle  about  double  that  number ; 
flieep  from  1500  to  2000,  and  from  20  to  30  fwine  or 
hogs. — The  rent  of  land,  when  paid  in  grain,  is  from  a 
boll  to  a  boll  and  a  half  of  bear  or  oats,  Linlithgow  meafm'e, 
the  Scotch  acre;  but  it  b  the  pradice  here  to  allow 
5  firlots  of  oats  to  a  boll,  being  nearly  equal  to  an  Englifb 
quarter.  Lands,  when  fet  for  money  alone,  give  from 
15s.  to  20s.  and  2 IS.  the  acre. — In  fome  part  of  this  pa- 
rifh  the  teinds  are  drawn  in  kind,  that  is,  the  tenth  (hock 
or  iheaf  is  carried  off  the  field  before  the  corns  are 
flacked,  and  this  is  comiQonly  reck^ed  equal  to  a  third 
of  the  rent  adually  paid. 

Prices^  Wages^  iSc»  —  The  price  of  bear  and  oats  for 
thefe  lafl  lo  years,  has  not  been  lefs  than  15  s.  the  boll,  at 
an  average.  Beef  and  mutton  commonly  fell  in  the  Elgin 
market  from  3d.  to  4d.  the  lb.  Amfterdam  weight;  geefe 
from  IS.  6d.  to  2S. ;  hens  and  ducks  from  8 d.  to  pd. 
each  ;  eggs  i+d.  the  dozen. — The  ordinary  wages  of  male 
day-labourers  here,  without  viduals,  are  8d.  in  fummer,  and 
of  females  4  d. ;  but  both  get  higher  wages  in  harveft.  Men- 
fervants  employed  in  hufbandry  commonly  get  from  L.  5 
to  L.  8,  and  women-fervants  from  30s.  to  40s.  a-year,  and 
'  their  vi£hials.  Vi^al  at  the  Reformation  was  converted 
at  half  a  merk  Scotch  the  boll. 

Minerals^, 
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Minerab^  Rocis^  Uc. — In  the  Coulart  hiU,  between  Lof- 
fiemouth  and  Stotfield,  there  are  appearances  of  lead :  Ma- 
nj  detached  mafTes  of  ore  are  to  be  feen  in  the  rocks. 
Some  adventurers^  •  however,  lately  came  from  England, 
and  after  fpending  above  L.  500  Sterling,  could  difcover 
no  vein  of  ore  worth  the  expence  of  working.  The  hill 
of  Gaufea,  or  Cave-fea,  confifis  of  one  uninterrupted  mais 
of  free-ftone,  more  than  a  mile  long,  divided  into  horizon- 
tal ftrata  of  different  degrees  of  thickneis  and  hardneis, 
but  generally  foft  and  friable.  This  hill  forms  a  very 
bold  fliore  ;  and  the  violence  of  the  winds  and  furge,  has 
cut  and  excavated  the  free-ftone  rock  fo  as  to  form  many 
curious  arches,  caves,  and  pyramids,  of  various  fizes  and  fi- 
gures. Thefe  rocks  are  covered,  in  fummer,  with  different 
kinds  of  plants  of  variegated  colours,  and  are  frequented  by 
crows,  pigeons,  gulls,  and  other  birds,  in  prodigious  num- 
bers. In  the  fummer  time,  the  noife  of  the  fea  below,  the 
varied  cries  of  the  birds,  the  beauty  of  the  flowers,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  rocks,  all  heighten  the  fcenery  of  the  place* 
There  was  alfo  at  Loffiemouth,  in  a  natural  cave,  a  fmall  her* 
mitage,  not  excgeding  10  feet  fquare,  called  St  Gerardine's 
Cave,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  fhore  as  far  as  Cul- 
len,  and  was  adorned  with  a  handfome  Gothic  door  and  win- 
dow; but  thefe  artificial  decorations  were  pulled  down  abont 
15  years  ago,  by  a  rude  ihipmafter;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
working  the  quarries,  the  whole  cave  has  fince  been  totally 
deftroyed.  There  was  a  fpring  in  the  rock  above  the  her- 
mitage, called  St  Gerardine's  WeU ;  but  neither  this,  nor 
any  other  fprings  in  the  pariih,  have  acquired  fame  for 
their  medicinal  virtues. 

MifcelUineous  Obfervattonsn^^ThQ  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
rifh,  like  all  others  employed  in  hufbandry,  are  robuil  and 
healthy.    Their  general  charader  is  that  of  a  fober,  honeft, 
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peaceable  people,  regular  ia  their  attendance  on  the  ordi- 
nances of  religion,  rather  grave  than  lively,  feldom  in- 
dulging themfelves  in  ^ny  relaxation  or  diverlion,  except- 
ing the  young  people,  who  fometimes  take  a  dance  at 
Chriftmas,  or  at  a  penny -wedding*.  Crimes  of  great  e- 
normity  are  unknown  here.  There  has  not  been  an  in- 
ftancc  of  fuicide  during  the  22  years  of  the  prefent  mini- 
fter's  incumbency;  nor  has  any  native  of  this  parilh 
been  hanged  or  banilhed,  in  the  memory  of  man.  This 
regularity  of  conduft  muft  in  part  be  afcribed  to  the 
poverty  and  depreffion  of  the  people ;  for  the  fituation 
of  the  fmall  tenants  in  this  country,  in  general,  is  far  from 
being  comfortable.  Few  of  them  have  any  capital  to  be- 
gin the  world  with  ;  and  fewer  have  any  inclination  to  a- 
dopt  the  modem  improvements  in  huibandry,  while  the 
rents  of  their  farms,  and  the  wages  of  their  fervants,  have 
of  late  been  confiderably  advanced.  The  lafl  article,  in 
particular,  is  nearly  doubled  within  thefe  20  years  paft. 
One  advantage  they  derive  from  their  vicinity  to  the  fea, 
in  being  fupplied  from  the  Ihores  with  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  fea-weed,  which  is  a  valuable  manui^ . 

It  is  perhaps  a  fingular  circumflance,  that,  in  this  parifh, 
there  is  no  lawyer,  writer,  attorney,  phyfician,  furgeon, 
apothecary,  negro,  Jew,  gipfy,  Englifliman,  Iriihman,  fo- 
reigner of  any  defcription,  nor  family  of  any  religious  fe6l 
oir  denomination,  except  the  EftabliOied  Church. 

There  are  4  ale-houfes,  and  fewer  would  hardly  accom- 
modate the  neighbourhood,  as  there  is  generally  a  refort  of 
flrangers  to  fea-port  towns.      There  can  be  no  doubt  but 

an 

•  A  penny-wedding  is  when  the  expence  of  the  marriage  entertain- 
ment is  not  defrayed  by  the.ycnng  couple,  or  their  relations,  but  by  ft 
club  among  the  gucflrs.  Two  hand  ed  people  of  both  feces,  will  fome- 
times be  convened  on  an  occa&on  of  this  kiml. 
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am  increalb  of  them  would  prove  a  real  noifimce,  and  con* 
tribute  materiaUj  to  comipt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  oolj  language  here  is  Scotch  ;  but  the  pronouncia- 
tioo  is  grad-:allj  approaching  nearer  to  the  Engliih*. 
Gaelic  is  not  fpoken  nearer  than  3o  miles ;  and  very  few 
of  the  names  of  places  here  feem  derived  from  it. 

There  are  no  bridges  in  this  pariih,  excepting  a  iinall 
one  of  3  arches  on  the  outlet  from  the  loch  of  Spjnie ; 
nor  is  there  anj  on  the  river  Loffie  below  Elgin,  though 
much  wanted.  The  roads  here  are  all  made  by  the  fta- 
tute-labour  y  and  though  better  than  thej  were  formerly, 
are  ftill  Xzx  from  what  they  ought  to  be  :  And  this  is  the 
more  inexcufable,  as  they  are  more  eafily  made  here  than 
in  moft  counties  in  Scotland.  On  the  highland  road  to 
Edinburgh,  a  traveller  meets  with  no  turnpikes  or  toUs  till 
he  arrives  at  Perth. 

I  have  often  thought,  that  the  defbuflion  of  grain  by 
pigeons  was  much  greater  than  commonly  fuppoled* 
There  are  4  pigeon*houfes  here  \  each  of  which,  at  a  mo- 
derate computation,  confumes  20  bolls  of  com  annually* 

♦  The  jrreatcft  pecnliarity  of  the  Morty  dialed  is  founding  Wh  like 
F  ;  What,  Where,  When,  for  inftance,  arc  pronounced  by  the  vulgar, 
Fit,  Far,  Rn. 
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PARISH    OF    ARDERSIER. 


(County   of  Inverness.) 


By  thi  Rev.  Mr  Prise  Campbell. 


Name  J  Situation^  Extent^  Soil  and  Surface. 

ARDERSIER  is  written  ^riw^y^^r  in  the  charters 
of  the  parifli.  According  to  tradition,  it  obtained 
its  name  from  a  great  number  of  carpenters  being  drowned 
in  the  ferry,  oppofite  to  the  point  of  Arderfier ;  this  ac- 
cident happened,  it  is  faid,  in  the  year  in  which  the  Ca- 
thedral at  Elgin,  and  that  at  Channonry  or  Fortrofe,  were 
built.  In  the  Gaelic  language,72ior  is  "  a  carpenter,'*  and  ard 
is  *'  high."  That  part  of  the  pariih  adjoining  to  the  fea,  and 
by  >^'hich  it  is  waflied,  is  exceeding  high,  upwards  of  loo 
yards,  and  it  is  probable  enough  that' the  parifh  might 
have  received  its  name  ^from  fuch  an  accident ;  but  it  is 
fully  as  natural  to  conclude  that  it  obtained  its  name  from 
its  high  iituation,  and  that  Ardnafaor  (Ardnafeer)  is  a 
corruption  from  ard^n  Fhaohhair^  which  fignifies  "  the 
"  high  edge"  or  "  height  of  the  edge,"  /.  e.  of  the  hill. 
The  parifli  is  in  the  prclbytery  of  Nairn,  and  Synod 
of  Moray.  Its  length  is  two  and  a  half  miles,  and 
breadth  the  fame.     It  is  bounded  by  the  parifli  of  Petty, 
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on  the  W.  and  S. ;  bj  the  parifli  of  Nairn,  on  the  £. ; 
bj  the  Moray  fritby  on  the  N.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
old  cultivated  land  lies  high,  but  much  of  what  is  not  in 
colture  is  Idw.  There  is  a  great  rarietj  of  foils  \  deep 
black  mouldy  ftrong  clay,  light  black  mould,  and  {hallow 
fandy  foil.  The  parifli  in  general  is  very  fertile.  The 
ihore  very  fandy  and  flat  from  Invemeis  to  Nairn. 

Pcpulation. — The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  oldell  people  now  alive,  would  not  exceed  300,  60  or 
even  50  years  ago.  Dr  Wcbftcr's  ftate  was  428;  the  a- 
mount  of  the  inhabitants  now  is  802.  Males  385  ;  •  fe- 
males 417.  In  the  village  of  Gampbelltown,  which  owes  its 
birth  to  the  garrifon  of  Fort-George,  there  are  293  fouls. 
The  garrifon  of  Fort-George,  ezclufive  of  the  marching 
regiment  ftationed  in  it,  but  including  3  companies  of  in- 
valids, confifis  of  496  fouls,  of  whom  are  246  males,  and 
250  females. 

The  annual  average  of  births  for  10  years  paft,  is  26 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1789,                  — i-  13 

marriage^  in  1789,         .—               —  5 

Under  10  years  of  age,         —             —           —  179 
The  number  of  fifliermen,  women  and  children  in- 
cluded, males  66,  females  61,                 -—  127 
Male  labouring  fervants,           — ■                —  41 
Female  ditto,               —                 —                 —  40 

None  are  under  any  necefllty  to  leave  the  parifli  for 
want  of  employment,  but  many  go  fouth  in  fummer  and 
barveft,  owing  to  the  difierence  of  wages. 

Agriculture,  C5*r.— Of  black  cattk  there  are  about  300  ; 
horfes,  100  \  flieep,  about  500.  The  parifli  contains 
1985  acres,  excluiive  of  the  king's  farm  \  in  taifing  com 
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and  undergrals,  about  1018  acres;  in  muir,  966;  under 
artificial  grafs,  about  168/    It  fnpplies  itfelf,  and  exports 
about  300  bolls.     The  rent  of  the  parifh,  including  the 
farm  fold  to   Grovemment   when   the   garrifon   of  Fort- 
George  was  built,  is  L.365 ;  the  rent  of  that  &rm  feparate- 
IjT  is  L.  50.     The  rent  for  an  acre  of  the  bed  arable  land  is 
3c  s. ;   of  inferior   land,  is  from  5  s.  to  7  s.  6  d.     This  pa- 
rilh  is  moftly  in  the  polTeflion  of  i  farmer,  but  the  greateft 
part   he   fubfets  into   farms   from  20  to  30  acres.     Great 
quantities  of  fea-ware  fit  for  manure  are  fometimes  thrown 
in  bj  the  tides.    There   are  fcarcely  any  inclofures  except 
a  few  of  feal  or  earth.     The  common  people  are  inimical 
to  them,   as  they  are  almoft  to  every  proper  method  of 
cultivating  their  land.    In  1782  and  1783,  the  people  were 
in  a  miferable  fitua^on,  many  of  them  would  have  periflied, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  grain  imported  from  other  countries : 
The  boll  of  Engliih  peafe,  barley  and  rye,  fold  for  28  s. 

* 

Churchy  Stipend  and  Poor.  —  The  church  and  manfc^ 
which  are  in  a  ruinous  (late,  were  built  with  clay  in  1769. 
The  flipend  is  8o  bolls  of  barley,  and  L.  10  of  money  v 
the  ,^lcbe  is  worth  L.  8.  Mr  Campbell  of  Calder  is  patron. 
The  number  of  poor  is  50 ;  the  only  fund  for  their  relief 
is  the  annual  coUeftions,  which  amount  to  L.  15. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervattons, — The  parlfh  has  its  ad  van* 
tagcs  and  di  fad  vantages.  Its  vicinity  to  Fort-George, 
where  every  thing  may  be  fold,  is  a  particular  conveniency, 
and  the  ware  obtained  from  the  fliore  is  of  great  value. 
The  difadvantages  are  want  of  woods  and  flones.  The 
air  is  extremely  fliarp  ;  in  winter  very  piercing.  The 
Gaelic  and  Englifh  languages  are  fpoken  equally  well. 
The  names  of  all  the  towns  are  derived  from  the  Gaelic ; 
for  inftance,  Bahiapofefij  "  Smith  town  ;"  Balnafian  "  Fin- 
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gal's  town/'  &c.    The  common  price  of  beef,  veal,  mnt- 
ton,  lamb,  pork,  is  3d.  the  lb.;  agoofe  2s. ;  a  duck  6d. ; 
a  chicken  3d. ;  a  hen  6d. ;  butter  8d.  the  lb.  17^  oz.  to  the 
lb.;  cheefe  5s.  the  (lone;  wheat  24s.    barley  16 s.  and 
1 8  s.  oats  16  s.  the  boll.    Labourers  in  huibandrj  receive  8 d. 
a-daj.     By  the  better  fort,  coal  is  the  fuel  made  ufe  of,  by 
the  country-people  peats  and  turf.     The  average  price  of 
coal  the  barrel  is  2S. ;  peats  8d.  the  load,  about  70  peats 
to  a  load.    The  coal  is  brought  from  Sunderland  and  New- 
cafile.     The  mois  is  3  miles  diftant,  and  is  almofl  exhaufl- 
ed.     Male  fervants  for  labouring  receive  L.  4  and  L.  5  a- 
year,  female  from  L.  1,  10  s.  to  L.  2.     The  Scotch  plough 
is  ufed  by  the  common  tenants ;  the  Engliih  plough,  and 
Lord  Kaimes's  plough  with  a  chain,  by  the  principal  far- 
mers.    There  are  8  boats,  from   5  to  8  tons  burden,  em- 
ployed in  white  and  herring  fiihing  ;    the   herrings   are 
chiefly  fold  to  fiihing  buffes.     Befides  herring,  the  filh  pro- 
duced on  the  coafl  are,  haddocks,  cod,  falmon  :  The  prices 
have  been  high  and  variable  for  6  years  'back,  owing  to 
fcarcity  :  They  are  fold  to  the  inhabitants  of  Fort-George, 
Invemefe,  and  the  country  around.     Eight  feamen  enter- 
ed into  the  navy  lafl  war  ;  4  have  entered  this  year.     The 
roads  are  exceeding  good.     The  flatute-labour  is  exaded. 
Where  this  parifh  is  divided  from  that  of  Nairn,  there  is  a  . 
ftone   about  6  feet  high  and  3  broad :  This  flone  in  the 
"Gaelic  language  obtains  the  name  of  claoch  na  cahbac  ;  in 
the  Englifti,  or  rather  Scotch,  "  cabbac  ftone."     Cabbacox 
€abbaciy    fignifies  a  cheefe.     The  report   of  tradition   is, 
that  it  was  erefted  there  over  a  chieftain  who  fell  in  a 
fcuiBe  which  originated   about  a  cheefe,  in  the  town  of 
Inverneis ;  the  death  of  one  of  the  chiefs  put  an  end  to 
the  battle,  where  the  ftone  is  ereftcd.     This  ftory  is  told 
•by  the  oldcft  people  in  the  country,  and  obtains  credit. 
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NUMBER   XII. 


PARISH    OF    TEALING, 


(County   of   Forfar.) 


By  the  Rev,  Mr  John  Gzllatly. 


Name^  Situation^  Extent^  Surface^  Sot/,  iJc, 

THE  name  of  the  pariilii  (fometimes  corruptly  fpellec} 
Tetin),  is  Gaelic,  and  fignifies  **  a  count rj  of  brooks 
**  or  waters;"    in  which,   indeed,    this  fmall  diflrid    a- 
bounds.       It  is    fituated    in    the    prefbytcry   of   Dun- 
dee, and   Synod    of  Angus  and  Mearns.     It  lies  along 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Seidlaw  hills,  and  is  about  3  Eng- 
liih  miles  froni  E.  to  W. ;  and  from  2  to  i  N.  and  S.  ex- 
c^ufive  of  two  fmall  farms  which  run  out  about  2  miles 
farther  to  the  N. ;  and  a  third  entirely  detached  from  it  on 
the  W.     It  is  is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  parifti  of  Auch- 
terhoufc  ;  by  thofe  of  Glammis  and  Kinncttles  on  the  N, ; 
by  Inverarity  and  Murrofe  on  the  E. ;  and  on  the  S.  by 
Mains  and  Strathmartine.      Its  boundary  on  the  N.  is,  for 
the  greater  part,  a  line  running  along  the  ridge  of  the  hills 
juft  mentioned  -,  on  the  S.  the  little  water  of  Fithie.     The 
only  hills  in  the  parifli  are  thofe  of  Seidlaw,  the  mod  con- 
fiderable  raiyge   in  this   county  next  to  the  Grampians. 
Their  tops  are  covered  with  heath ;  farther  down,  there  is 
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ft  good  deal  of  broom,  interfperfed  with  patches  of  (hort 
grafs,  affording  good.pafture  for  joung  black  cattle.  On 
the  moft  eafierly  within  this  parifh,  is  a  beautiful  plantation 
of  firsy  containing  not  lefs  than  150  acres.  The  fummit  of 
the  highefty  called  Craig  Owl,  is  found,  hj  adual  meafure- 
ment,  to  be  iioo  feet  above  the  plain;  but  the  plain  itfelf 
is  full  500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  There  is  fome 
grey  flate,  a  good  deal  of  moor-ftone,  and  plentj  of  free- 
ftone.  The  laft,  however,  lies  rather  deep,  and  is  fome - 
what  difficult  to  be  got  at. 

The  cultivated  part  of  the  pariih  forms  a  plain  gentl  j 
declining  towards  the  S. ;  of  a  foil  light  and  gravelly  towards 
the  hill,  rather  fitter  for  pailure  than  tillage,  black,  deep 
-and  rich,  fometimes  inclining  to  clay  in  the  middle  -,  in  the 
fouthem  parts  rather  marfhy,  and  moftly  ufed  as  padure, 
or  natural  meadow.  The  great  fault  of  the  foil  in  general 
is  an  excels  of  moifture,  owing  partly  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  hill,  but  chiefly  to  a  flratum  of  clay,  or  rather  clay  and 
gravel,*  which  runs  immediately  under  the  whole  of  it. 
The  air  is  rather  moift  and  cold,  yet  not,  upon  the  whole, 
unhealthful.  Sickly  people  from  other  quarters,  fometimes 
find  a  fummer's  refidence  in  it  beneficial.  ,  The  rheuma- 
tifm  is  the  only  diflemper  remarkably  prevalent.  It  may 
in  part  be  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  air ;  but  more  pro- 
bably to  the  damp  earthen  floors,  and  infufiicient  doors 
and  windows  of  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes. 

Populntion, — The  population  of  this  pariih,  according  to 
the  return  made  to  Dr  Webfter,  amounted  to  735  fouls. 
At  prefcnt  the  number  of  fouls  is  862;  of  families  158, 
perfons  to  a  family,  5.  The  people  live  all  of  them  in 
jfingle  houfes,  or  in  hamlets.  The  increafe  in  the  popula- 
tion is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  eredion  of  fome  new  farms. 
Several  young  peqple  every  year  move  to  the  fouthward, 

to 
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to  learn  the  handicraft  trades.  The  annual  average  of 
births  is  23  ;  of  marriages,  6 ;  of  burials,  18.  A  woman, 
about  20  jears  ago,  died  here,  at  the  age  of  102.  There 
are  5  heritors,  onlj  one  of  whom  reiides^  The  number 
of  confiderable  farmers  is  13.  Befides  thefe,  there  may 
be  15  or  16  who  pofTefs  from  ic  to  30  acr^s  each,  and  i 
or  2  horfes.  The  other  great  clafs  of  inhabitants  is  wea- 
vers, of  which  there  are  about  90  employed  in  the  manu- 
fafture  of  coarfe  linens,  which  find  a  readj  market  at  Dun. 
dee.  The  flax  is  moilly  foreign,  and  brought  from  the 
town  juft  mentioned  ;  but  the  far  greater  part  of  the  yam  is  ' 
fpun  in  the  pariih.  Two  families  of  Independents  are  the 
x>nlj  diflenters  from  the  Eftabliihed  Church. 

Cultivation^  Produce^  l^c, — Water  has  been  long  ufed  as 
a  manure  in  feveral  parts  of  this  county,  and  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  kingdom  ;  but  as  the  fubje6l  of  watering  in 
geaeral,  is  either  altogether  omitted,  or  but  (lightly  men- 
tioned by  feveral  of  our  heft  writers  on  hulbandry,  the  fub- 
fequent  account  of  the  mode  of  watering  land,  adopted 
by  Mr  Scrymfoure  of  Tealjng,  may  be  of  fomc  utility. 

Mr  Scrymfoure  waters  no  lands  but  fuch  as  are  of  a  dry 
black  'or  loamy  foil.  Sand  can  receive  but  little  benefit 
from  water,  as  it  cannot  retain  it  for  any  time.  Clay 
is  rather  chilled,  and  (efpecially  if  the  folloyiring  feafon 
prove  remarkably  dry)  too  much  hardened  by  it. 
He  does  not  water  any  field  till  it  has  been  at  lead 
two  years  in  gra(s.  Perhaps  the  year  before  it  is  bro- 
ken up,  is  the  raoft  proper  for  the  operation.  He  finds 
the  fpring  and  autumn  to  be  the  fitteft  feafons  for  it.  If  it 
be  done  in  the  fpring,  it  fhould  be  befdre  the  grals  has  made 
any  confiderable  advances^  otherwife  that  crop  will  be  apjt 
to  fuifer  by  it.  If  in  autumn,  it  will  be  proper  to 
draw  off  the  water  before  the  ftrong  frofts  fet'  in.  Pre- 
vious to  the  operation,  it  is  neceffary  to  fpread  the  mole- 
hills 
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hiSs  with  grear  care ;  as  alfo  with  the  foot,  to  prefs  down 
the  run  of  moles,  fo  bx  as  it  can  be  difcemed,  as  it  is  verj 
apt  to  draw  off  the  water  in  an  improper  direffion.     The 
procefs    commences  with  the  drawing  of  water-furrows. 
Firft,  one   broad  and  deep  furrow  is  drawn  in  the  crown, 
and  from  end  to  end  of  the  head>ridge,  on  the  higheft  fide 
of  the  field.     This  is  to  ferve  as  a  channel  for  the  whole 
water  you  intend  to  make  ufe  of;  and  muft  be  enlarged  to 
a  fufiicient  capacity  with  the  fpade,  if  it  cannot  be  done 
with  the  plough.     If  the  ridges  be  level,  another  furrow  is 
drawn  parallel  to  the   firft,  of  equal  length  to   it,    and  a- 
bout  8  or   10  yards   diftant  from  it ;  and  furrows  in  this 
manner  are  drawn  ^ovfm  through  the  whole  field.     The 
more  the  ground  ilopes,  the  more  numerous  thefe  furrows 
mud  be ;    and  care  muft  always  be  taken,  that  the  fward 
turned  up  by  the  plough,  be  thrown  upon  the  lower  fide. 

The    water   is  then  brought  in  at  the  higheft  comer  of 
the  fi?ld,  and  allowed  to  run  in  the  channel  or  great  fur- 
row,  for   the    breadth   of  4,  5,  or  perhaps  6  ridges,  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  the  ft  ream.     It  is  then  dammed 
up,  when  upon  a  fmall  opening  being  made  in  the  lower 
fide  of  the  furrow,   oppofite  to  the  crown  of  each  ridge, 
it  pours  itf*»lf  in    an    equal    manner    into  the  field  be- 
low.    It  is  foon  intercepted   by  the  next   furrow,  which 
ferves  not  only  as  a  channel  for  it,  but  as  a  dam -dike  to 
make  it  fpread  itfelf  over  .1  confiderable  part  of  the  ground 
immediately  above  :   When  it  begins  to  overflow,  let  fmall 
apertures  be   made    in  the   furrow  oppofite.  to  thofe  men- 
tioned before,  and  for  the  fame  purpofe.      In   this  manner 
is  it  fent  from  furrow  to  furrow,  till  it  reaches  the  loweft 
fide  of  the  field.    When  the  firft  5  or  6  ridges  are  done  fuffi- 
ciently,  (that  is,  when  they  are  faturated  with  the  water, 
which  may  be  kdown  by  the  foft  fwelling  of  the  ground, 
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and  the  bright  verdure  of  the  gtais),  open  the  maid  fur- 
row againft  other  5  or  6^  and  thus  go  along  the  whole* 

When  the  ridges  are  much  raifed  in  the  erown,  as  is  ftill 
the  cafe  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  the  furrows  mull 
be  made  in  a  different  manner.  One  communicating  with 
the  firll  or  great  furrow  mud  be  drawn  down  the  crown  of 
every  ridge,  unlefs  it  was  cloven  when  laid  down  in  grafs. 
From  this  again,  at  every  6  or  8  yards  diilance,  others  mufir 
be  made,  pointing  obliquely  down  the  fides  of  the  ridge^ 
till  they  meet  and  form  an  angle  with  others  drawn  in  the 
fame  manner  on  the  next  ridge,  taking  carei  as  in  the  cafe^ 
above  mentioned,  that  the  plough  throw  the  earth  toward 
the  lower  fide.  The  water  is  then  let  down  into  the 
crown-furrowsy  and  flopped  at  proper  diftaaces,  fo  as  to 
make  it  fpread  over  both  fides  of  the  ridge. 

It  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  give  direAions  for  eve- 
ry particular  fituation  or  furface  of  ground.  The  great 
general  rule  is  to  draw  your  furrows  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  diftribute  the  water  equally  and  plentifully  over 
every  part.  By  attending  to  this,  and  taking  a  careful 
furvey  of  the  field,  an  intelligent  ploughman  will  very 
foon  fee  what  he  has  to  do.  This  alfo  is  to  be  attended  to, 
after  the  water  is  brought  upon  the  ground,  and  it  will  re- 
quire a  daily  vifit  from  a  careful  hand  with  a  fpade,  to  re- 
move obllruflions  that  may  have  dropt  ,into  the  furrows  \ 
to  place  others  properly;  and  to  lead  the  water  to  fuch 
heights  and  dry  fpots  as  may  have  been  overlooked.  Mr 
S.  fometimes  employed  a  man  for  this  fole  purpofe.  It 
13  ever  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  it  is  only  when  made  to 
Hand  or  llagnate  on  the  ground,  that  water  operates  to  ad- 
vantage :  But  whether  this  be  by  depofiting  on  the  foil 
fuch  rich  particles,  as  make  the  immediate  food  of  plants^ 
or  by  diflblving  and  macerating  it  \   or  which  is  moll  pro>- 

bable. 
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t>able,  hy  Isoth  tbefe  means^  it  is  not  neceiTar^r  here  ta 
determine.  Indeed  Mr  S.  is  inclined  to  think  that  it  ex- 
cites a  proper  -fermentation,  and  the  foftnefs  which  the 
foil  thectbj  acquires  and  preferves  for  a  confiderable  time 
after,  together  with  fome  other  circumfiances,  feems  to  &- 
vour  the  fuppofition. 

While  the  ground  is  imder  water,  and  even  for  fome 
days  after  it  is  laid  dry,  no  cattle  of  any  kind  fhould  be 
allowed  to  fet  foot  on  it.  The  water  ihoizld  be  withdrawn 
rather  gradually  as  otherwife,  at  leaft  in  a  dry  feafon, 
the  grafs  will  be  a  iittle  apt  to  decay.  There  is  no  flri- 
king  difference  between  the  effeds  of  water  which  runs 
from  pools,  or  foft  water  of  any  kind,  and  thofe  .of  hard 
water  immediately  from  the  fpring.  The  former  is,  no 
doubt,  preferable,  but  the  latter  will  ferve  the  purpofe  ve-  . 
tj  well ;  and  this  feems  to  be  agreeable  to  the  experiments 
of  Dr  Home. — Such  is  the  method  of  watering  land, 
which  Mr  S.  has  followed  with  great  fuccefe  for  jiearly  the 
fpace  of  fifty  years.  There  is  one  inclofure  of  his  which, 
by  this  management,  was  btought  from  an  exhaufted  ftate 
into  good  heart,  and  preferv^d  an  uncommon  degree  of 
fertility  for  a  fucceflion  of  crops  (one  of  them  wheat)  with- 
out fallow,  lime  or  marl,  and  with  very  moderate  aflillance 
from  dung.  ' 

With  refpeft  to  the  fubjeft  in  general,  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  water  not  only  ferves  to  enrich  the  land  for 
future  crops  of  corn,  but  alfo  generally  fecures  an  early 
and  a  large  crop  of  grafs  the  year  in  which  it  is  applied, 
a  matter  of  confiderable  importance,  efpecially  in  a  dry  and 
backward  fpring.  Perhaps  the  only  inconveniency  at- 
tending it  is  its  encouraging  weeds  of  a  certain  kind,  fuch 
as,  thifUes,  ragweed,  &c.  \  but  this  appears  to  be  fully  ba- 
lanced by  the  defiru&ion  it  occafions  to  weeds  of  another 
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kind,  fuch  as  commonlj  infeft  dry  lands,  but  never  thrive 
in  water. 

As  to  grain  and  other  crops,  it  appears  from  feveral 
circumftances,  that  wheat  was  cultivated  long  ^o  to  a 
conliderable  extent.  The  culture  of  it  was  revived  about 
xo  or  12  years  fince;  when,  after  a  very  fair  trial  by  a 
number  of  hands,  it  was  entirely  given  up  as  unprofitable- 
It  was  found  to  ripen  late  and  to  impoverifh  the  foil* 
Oats,  barley,  and  a  few  hailing  peafe,  are  the  only  kinds 
of  grain  raifed  at  prefent.  About  20  acres  may  be  em^- 
ployed  in  the  culture  of  flax.  Turnip  and  potatoes  are 
rai&d  on  every  farm,  as  are  alfo  clover  and  rye-grals. 
Some  yams  have  been  planted  within  thefe  few  years, 
and  the  farmers  feem  to  approve  of  them. 

Of  foreft-trees  the  a(h,  fir,  elm  and  beech,  thrive  well. 
Oaks  of  a  large  fize  have  been  dug  up  in  fome  mofly  parts 
of  the  plain,  and  fome  that  have  been  planted  of  late  are 
fufficiently  forward,  Fniit-trees  grow  much  to  wood, 
and  it  muft  be  owned  difficult  to  raife  fruit :  The  dif- 
ficulty however  is  fenfibly  decreafing,  both  the  air  and 
foil  becoming  more  kindly  by  draining  and  planting  the 
latter,  particularly  on  the  eaft. 

The  number  of  horfes  is  about  200,  about  one  third  of 
which  may  be  reared  in  the  parifli.  Black  cattle  being 
ufed  in  labour  now,  there  are  about  30  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  cows  about  300.  With  regard  to  flieep,  it  is  re- 
markable, that  about  25  years  ago  there  were  12  fmaU 
flocks  in  the  parifli,  but  that  now  there  is  not  a  fingle  ani- 
mal of  the  kind,  fave  a  few  kept  by  a  gentleman  moftly 
for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family.  They  were  found  deflnic- 
tive  to  the  fown  grafe,  and  liable  to  perifli  for  want  of  pro- 
per flielter.  Young  black  cattle  have  been,  with  great  ad- 
vs^nt^ge,  put  in  their  place. 

The. 
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The  number  of  arable  acres  is  about  3000.  The  pa- 
•rilh  docs  much  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with  the  articles  of 

x>at-meal,  barley,  beef,  ale,  whiikj  and  potatoes.  It  may 
fend  to  Dundee  and  other  places, 

Barley,   900  bolb,  at  13s.  4d.              -  L.  600 

Oat-meal,   500  ditto,  at  ditto,         -               -  330 

Calves  for  the  butchers,   150,                 -  100 

Coarfe  linens,  to  the  value  of        -                 -  4000 

Black  cattle,  200,          ...  1400 

Hay,  10,000  flone,             -            -               -  330 

Whiiky,                  ...  200 

Milk,  butter  and  cheefe,                 -                -  506 

L.  7460 

The  people  always  fow  as  foon  as  the  feafon  and  the 
condition  of  the  land  permit ;  it.muft,  however,  be  owned 
that  they  reap  rather  later  than  fome  of  their  neighbours. 
Harveft  commonly  begins  about  the  loth  September. 
There  are  about  a8o  acres  in  wood  \  arable  inclofed,  550. 
The  land-rent  is  about  L.  1400* 

Church  and  Stipend^  School  and  Poor.— The  church  is  of 
very  ancient  foundation,  having  been  firft  built  by  Boni- 
face, a  legate  or  rather  miffionary  from  Rome,  about  A.  D. 
690.  The  prefent  fabric,  however,  bears  no  marks  of 
antiquity,  and  is  but  indifferent  both  as  to  fiyle  and  con- 
dition. A  few  fragments  of  carved  ilones  feem  to  indicate 
that  the  original  church  was  an  elegant  Gothic  ftrufture. 
The  flipend  is  about  aooo  merks  Scots,  exclufive  of  the 
manfe  and  garden ;  as  to  the  glebe,  it  would  be,  as  it  gene- 
rally is  in  the  country,  rather  a  difadvancage,  if  the  incum- 
bent had  not  been  fo  lucky  as  to  get  a  fmaU  farm.     The 

Crown  is  patron. 
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The  average,  numl>er  of  fcholars  at  the  parochial  fehool 
is  odIj  about  30,  owing  to  tlie  badnefs  of  the  roads  hf  re 
in  the  winter-feafoijy  and  the  nearnefs  of  the  fldrts  of  the 
pariih  to  the  fchools  of  the  parlflies  aroaad.  The  quarter- 
ly payments  are,  for  Engliffa^  is.  6d. ;  for  writing,  as.  j 
for  arithmetic,  2s.  6d.  The  fchoolraafler's  falary  is  L.  6 
Sterling,  and  as  feffion-clerk  he  receives  L  2,  with  about 
L.  I  more  in  perquifites  for  baptifms  and  marriages. 
His  whole  emoluments,  exclufive  of  a  houfe,  garden 
and  fmall  glebe  of  about  an  Englifli  acre,  do  not  exceed 
L.  17  Sterling,  The  number  of  conftant  poor  154;  of 
thofe  who  receive  pccafional  fuppKes,  5. 

The  coUeftions  weekly,  amount  in  the  year,  to  L.  15 
The  rent  of  feats  belonging  to  the  kirk-feflion,  to  -  6 
The  intereft  of  L.  200  Sterling,  to  -  lo 

At  prefent  there  is  not  one  beggar. 

Wattes^  lie, — Common  wages  of  a  day-labourer  in  huf- 
bandry,  8  d.  and  vi£hials ;  in  time  of  harvefl,  i  s.  a  man,  and 
^d.  a  woman,  befides  vifhials.  ^bout  40  years  ago,  wa- 
ges were  6d.  or  4d.  and  vidhials.  As  a  child,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  commonly  finds  employment  at  8  or  9 
years  of  age,  a  labourer  has  feldom,  entirely  at  lead,  upon 
his  hands  abov^  3  children  at  once  ;  that  number  he  brings 
up  without  afTiflance.  The  incumbent  does  not  remember 
any  man's  aiking  aflaftance  from  the  poors  funds  on  account 
of  the  number  of  his  children,  however  great,  if  he  an4 
they  were  in  health.  If  they  are  all  well,  his  wife,  be- 
fides  taking  care  of  her  family,  may  earn  a  {billing  a- 
week  by  fpinning  j  nay,  provided  they  have  a  cow,  which 
is  generally  the  ^afe,  (he  may  earn  other  two  fhillings  in 
the  fame  fpace  by  the  fale  of  butter  for  3  months  in  the 
year.  When  a  ploughman  does  not  eat  in  the  family,  he 
is  allowed  for  vi£hials  6  bolls  and  a  half  of  oatmeal  in  the 

year, 
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jear,  and  a  Scotch  pint  of  milk  a-daj  :  Of  die  n^al  he 
*  can  eaiilj  fell  one  boll  after  fupplying  himfelf.  The  wa- 
ges of  a  good  ploi^ghman,  in  general,  are  from  L.  8  to 
L.  9  Sterling,  annually ;  thofe  of  a  maid-fervant,  including 
her  bounties,  as  thej  are  called,  L.  3.  The  prices  of  moft 
kinds  of  provifions  are  double  of  what  they  were  39  years 
ago  ;  oat-meal,  however,  has  rifep  little  more  than  one 
fourth. 

jintiquities. — On  the  ferm  of  Prieftown,  near  the  Glam* 
mis  road,  was  difcovered  fome  years  ago  a  fubterraneous 
building  of  a  very  irregular  conftruflion  It  was  compofed 
of  large  fiat  ilones,  without  any  cement,  and  confifted  of 
a  or  3  apartments,  not  above  5  feet  wide,  covered  with 
ftones  of  the  fame  kind.  Some  wpod-aihes,  feveral  frag- 
ments of  large  earthen  veflels,  and  pne  of  the  ancient  hand- 
mills  called  querns,  were  the  only  things  found  in  it.  It 
was  moftly  filled  up  with  rich  black  earth.  A  little  weft- 
ward  from  the  houfe  of  Tealtng,  about  60  or  70  years  ago, 
was  difcovered  an  artificial  cave  or  fubt^raneous  pafiTage, 
fuch  as  is  fomctimes  called  by  the  country  people  a  weem. 
It  was  compofed  of  large  loofe  ftones ;  was  about  4  feet 
high,  and  as  many  wide,  and  was  faid  to  be  traced  up  to 
a  confiderable  length.  There  were  found  in  it  a  broad 
earthen  vefTel,  and  an  inftrument  refembling  an  adze,  both 
of  them  formed  very  neatly.  It  ftlU  exifts,  but  is  covered 
up*  On  the  farm  c^  Balckembeck  are  feveral  great  round 
flones  placed  in  a  circle,  evidently  the  remains  of  a  Drui- 
dical  temple.  In  two  fandy  hillocks,  within  thefe  20 
years,  were  found  flone  cofiitts,  containing  the  ikull  and 
bones  of  a  human  body,  with  urns  of  earthen  ware  and 
aihes  in  them.  About  30  years  ago  there  was  found  in 
the  mires,  a  vefiel  fomewhat  refembling  a  kettle,  about 
2  fe^t  in  diameter,  and  z  foot  deep.     Its  materials  (brafs 

mixe(^ 


102  Statijlical  Accbunt 

mixed  with  fome  other  metal)  and  its  elegant  ihape,  gaVe 
it  much  the  appearance  of  an  antique  vafe.  It  was  melted 
down,  but  its  fubftance  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  form  of  2 
modem  pots.  It  is  pretty  plain  from  Tacit,  in  Vit.  Agric. 
that  the  Romans  were  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
between  the  Grampian  mountains  and  the  frith  of  Taj. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations, — The  people,  in  general,  are 
of  the  middle  iize.  They  are  exceedingly  induflrious, 
oeconomical,  rather  plainer  in  drefs  than  their  neigh- 
bours, and  not  fond  of  a  military  life.  Generally  they 
arfe  charitable '  and  very  hejpful  to  one  another.  The 
condition  of  the  people,  for  the  moft  part,  is  rather 
more  than  tolerable,  and  they  are  apparently  contented 
with  it.  It  might,  however,  be,  in  fome  meafure,  improved 
at  nogreat  expence,  by  making  their  cottages  more  comfort- 
able and  convenient,  by  railing  better  fences  round  their 
gardens,  and  introducing  among  them  the  culture  of  a 
few  more  nouriftiing  vegetables. 

The  roads,  in  general,  are  bad,  and  have  been  much  ne- 
glefted.  An  aft,  however,  has  been  lately  obtained  for 
turnpikes  throughout  the  county,  and  is  already  begun  to 
be  put  in  execution,  but  many  people  think  they  will 
prove  too  expenfive. 

The  rent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  open  land  is  about 
9  s.  the  acre.  Some,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  fmaller 
tenants,  gives  from  15  s.  to  20$.  Inclofed  ground  lets 
from  I  js.  to  25  s.  according  to  its  quality.  The  farms  are 
from  about  100  to  150  acres  ;  two  farmers,  however,  pof- 
fefs  confiderably  more.  The  number  of  farms  is  rather 
increafing,  and  many  cottars  and  fubtenants  have,  within 
thefe  20  years,  been  put  immediately  under  their  lairds. 

About 
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About  one  iixth  of  the  arable  land  is  inclofedy  and  all 
tbe  farmers,  it  is  believed,  are  convinced  of  the  advantages 
of  inclofing.     The  fences  are  moftlj  of  floi^e. 

The  people  have  improved  mnch  in  drefs  and  manners. 
Among  the  men,  inflead  of  the  bonnet  and  coarfe  home- 
made woollens,  the  hat,  Englilh  cloth  and  cotton  flufis, 
are  much  -worn,  and  almoft  every  ploughman  has  his  iilver 
watch.  The  women  ftill  retain  the  plaid,  but  among  tlie 
better  fort  it  is  now  fometimes  of  iilk  or  lined  with  filk^ 
and  numbers  of  them,  on  occafions,  drefs  in  ribbons,  prin- 
ted cottons,  white  ftockings  and  lading  ihoes.  The  la- 
bouring fervants,  formerly  ignorant  and  lazy,  are  now 
generally  ikilful  and  laborious.  The  wages  both  of  men 
and  women  are  doubled.  The  Sunday's  collection,  and 
all  the  poors  funds,  are  doubled.  The  land-rent  is  more 
than  doubled.  The  farmers  live  in  a  much  more  fociable 
manner,  and  entertain  with  great  hofpitality.  Their 
houfes,  formerly  covered  with  thatch^  are  now  generally 
flated,  and  contain  2  floors.  There  are  fome  among  them 
that  ftill  adhere  to  the  old  method  of  farming,  yet  a  con- 
fiderable  number  are  well  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  the  new  hufbandry,  and  pra6tife  accordingly.  They 
fallow ;  they  manure  with  compoft,  marl  and  lime,  fome 
of  the  laft  brought  even  from  England ;  and  they  crop 
judicioufly. 

The  heritors,  notwithftanding  the  difadvantage  mod  of 
them  lie  under  by  refiding  at  a  diftance,  have  all  done 
fomethlng  in  the  way  of  improvement.  As  Mr  Scrymfoure 
of  Tealing  refides  on  the  fpot,  his  improvements  have 
been  ertehfive  in  proportion :  He  has,  within  thefe  30 
years,  planted  about  260  acres  of  moor-ground  with  trees 
of  different  kinds ;  among  which  are  many  thoufand 
larches,  (a  tree  which  thrives  here  beyond  mod  others) ; 
mclofed  and  properly  fubdivided  upwards   of  300  acres 

of 
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6f  arAle  wkli  good  ilone  fences,  imd  near  100  acres  oiE^ 
paftare  and  nleadow  groimd  "with  hedge  and  dkch ;  erec- 
ted 3  confiderable  new  iarms ;  let  a  number  of  convenient 
{Kifieffions  to  die  manufafturers  at  very  reafonable  rents  ; 
doubled  his  Tents  upon  the  whole ;  and  all  without  bring- 
ing any  incumbrance  upon  his  eftate  :  H^  keeps  a  confi- 
derable  farm  in  his  own  hand,  and  excites  hiis  tenants  to 
the  praAice  of  good  hulbandry  by  his  own  example. 

The  fiiel  commonl j  ufed  is  turf,  which  is  brought  from 
the  neighbouring  htlb.  Coal  is  likewife  tranfported  from 
Dundee,  and  its  tCfe  is  greatlj  increafing.  There  are  from 
40  to  50  ploughs  made  after  the  heft  form. 

In  this  paiiih  there  are  ftill  fome  cottagers  on  almoft 
every  farm.  Farmers  difier  fome  what  in  their  notions 
about  employing  them.  It  is  generally  allowed,  that 
turning  off  cottagers  has  an  immediate  tendency  to  make 
a  fcarcity  .of  hands,  and  of  confequence  to  raife  wages  ;  and 
that  where  there  are  no  people  of  this  defcription,  it  occa« 
fions  one  confiderable  inconvenience  in  the  time  of  harveft, 
as  then  the  corns  muft  be  cut  down  chiefly  by  llrangers, 
whoj  in  tedious  harvefb  and  rainy  weather,  are  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  farmer.  Cottagers,  after  all,  are  generally 
in  a  poor  and  dependent  iituation,  and  perhaps  little  vil- 
lages -of  manufafturejrs  and  tradefmen,  immediately  depen- 
dent on  the  land-owner,  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
farmer  equally  well,  would  be  happier  in  themfelves,  aiid 
of  greater  advantage  to  their  country. 
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PARISH   OF    DALLAS. 
(County  of  Elgin.) 

By  the  Rfv.  Mr  David  MiXNt. 


Name,  Situation^  Extent ^  Soil^  iSc^ 

'^T^HE  name  of  this  pariib  is  derived  from  Dale  uis^  u  e. 
-*-  *  Watered  Valley.'  Dallas  is  in  the  prefbyterj  of 
Forres,  Synod  of  Moray,  and  county  of  Elgin.  It  is  12 
miles  from  E.  to  W.  and  9  from  N.  to  S. ;  the  form  i^  o- 
val.  It  is  beanded  by  the  paxiihes  of  Rothes  and  Bimie, 
on  the  S.  E.  and  E. ;  of  Elgin,  on  the  N.  E.  and  N. ;  of 
BaiTord  and  Edenkillie,  on  the  N.  W.  and  W.  *,  and  of 
Knockando  and  Cromdale,  on  the  S.  W.  and  S.  It  b  fur- 
rounded  by  hills,  fo  as  to  form  a  valley  or  ftrath,  almoft 
equally  divided  from  S.  W.  to  E.by  the  fmall  river  Loffie, 
and  interfered  by  feveral  bums  or  rivulets,  falling  from  the 
furrounding  hilb  into  Loifie.  Thefe  bums  partly  bound  the 
pariih  on  the  E.  and  N.  and  partly  fall  into  Loilie  within 
the  bounds  of  the  pariih.  The  furrounding  hills  are  cover- 
ed with  heath.  The  foil  is  black  and  mofly,  excepting 
fome  fields  or  haughs  on  the  Loflie  banks. 

Fine  fmall  trout  are  found  in  Loffie  during  the  fummen 
In  September  and  OAober,  finnac  or  white  trout  are  got, 
from  I  lb.  to  3  Jb.  and  a  few  fmall  falmon. 

The  fields  on  Loffie  banks  are  very  fubjeft  to  inundations. 
Thefe  do  much  damage,  by  breaking  through  and  carrying 
away  the  beft  of  the  foil;  notwithftanding  the  attention  and 

V01..IV.  O  exertions 
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exertions  of  the  proprietor  and  his  tenants.  In  fummer  al£b^ 
and  harveft,  the  corns  and  grafs  within  reach,  arc  hurt  bj 
gravel  and  fand  left  upon  them.  The  mpft  remarkable  in- 
undations were  in  1768, 1782,  1786,  and  1789. 

■  .  •        •  • 

Popuhtion.y^Shsyr's  Hiftory  of  Moray,  publifhed  1775, 
reckons  the  catechifable  perfons  about  50b.  Dr  Webfler'^ 
ftatement,  about  40  or  50  years  ago,  is  700.  The  prcfent 
incumbent  found  the  number  of  fouls  in  July  and  Auguft 
1778,  to  be  917  :  Of  whom  84  were  under  6  years  of  age; 
434  were  maJes,  483  females.  In  1788,  the  number  amount- 
ed to  888,  of  whqm  4^$  were  mal^^,  4(^2  femal^. 

T  4  B  L  E. 

Annual  average  of  baptifms  for  20  years,  from  the 

year  1770  to  1789,  is  -  -  -  -  25 

Annual  average  of  males  baptized,  about  -  13 

.1 ,^ of  females  -     .    -         -         -  i? 

Annual  average  of  marriages  from  the  end  of  the 

year  1774,  till  that  of  1782,  is  -  8 

Annual  average  of  deatjis  in  the  fjime  period         -  15 

Annual  average  of  males  who  died,  about  -  8 

i, .,  females,  nearly  7 

A  man  and  woman,  married  63  years,  died  here,  the  huf- 
tand  in  the  95  th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  wife  aged  93.  Up- 
wards  of  20  young  men,  fmce  the  year  1778,  particularly 
iince  the  years  1783  and  1784,  have  emigrated  to  America 
and  other  foreign  parts.  A  few  have  gone  into  England. 
Some  families  and  fingle  perfons  to  the  fouth  of  Scotland, 
and  fairilies  alfo  and  unmarried  perfons  into  the  neighbour- 
ing towns  for  employment.  There  are  not  above  fix  or 
eight  uninhabited  houfes  at  moft,  fince  the  year  1778,  and 
only  a  few  ereSions  have  been  made  fince  that  period ; 

but  a  great  many  fome  years  before. 

Produce, 
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Produce^  iSe. — ^Potatoes  are  raifed  for  fatmilj  ufe,  and  a 
few  garden  and  field  tnrnip,  principally  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  Natural  oaks,  birch  and  allar,  apple,  pear,  plum, 
irean  and  cherry  trees  grow,  in  feveral  places,  and  fome  large 
inclofures  of  planted  firs,  of  a  pretty  old  ftandmg,  large 
enough  for  deab,  farm-houfe  couples,  &x« 

Barley,  rye,  and  oats,  are  raifed  in  the  pariih.  Very  lit- 
tle flax  is  cultivated,  and  a  few  fields  are  laid  down  in  grafs. 

Ever  fince  the  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled,  (1778,)  un- 
leis  in  a  few  inftances,  the  crops  have  been  found  infufRcient 
to  maintain  the  inhabitants  or  their  cattle^  Living,  how- 
ever, in  the  vicinity  of  Elgyn  and  Forres,  they  are  eni* 
ployed  in  carrying  peats  twice  a-week  to  market.  This 
enables  them  to  purchafe  fome  additional  provifions  for 
their  families,  and  alfo  com,  or  com  and  fodder  in  the 
feafon,  when  a  deficiency  at  home  requires  a  fupply.  Sow- 
ing does  not  become  general  till  towards  the  middle  of 
April.  The  climate  admits  not  of  it  earlier :  And  the 
tenants,  doubtleis,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  think 
they  have  the  cleaner  crop  the  later  fown.  Of  courfe, 
it  is  the  middle  or  rather  the  end  of  November  before 
all  the  corns  are  got  in.  From  i,s.  to  15  s.  may  be 
the  rent  of  each  acre,  from  the  leaft  improved  miur  to  the 
higheft  cultivated  field.  Every  pariih  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  doubtlefs,  fuffered  by  the  failure  of  crop  1782  ^ 
among  which,  it  may  be  conceived,  this  pariih  had  its  me- 
lancholy ihare.  A  liberal  ihare  of  bounty-meal  was,  at  that 
period,  allowed  for  the  indigent  in  the  pariih.  The  firil 
and  fecond  moieties,  gratify  came  moil  feafonably  in  fum- 
mer  1783,  or  before  the  corns  were  ripe.  The  third  and 
laft  moiety  from  Government,  at  6\  d.  a  peck,  came  alfo 
fealbnably  a  ibort  time  thereafter. 

Mifcellanfdus 
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MifctUaneous  Oi/ervaiioHs.'^The  air  is  Iharp  anddrj* 
The  inhabitants  are  generallj  hcalthj.  The  fmaU-poz  is 
become  lets  fatal  by  means  of  inoculation. 

There  are  fome  chal jbeaite  fprings,  but  feldom  reforted 
to.— The  pariik  abounds  in  gtej  flate  quarries.  There 
k  likewife  a  freeftone  quarry  of  excellent  quality. 

Towards  the  top  of  the  eaft  gable  of  the  church,  in  a 
mche  on  the  outiide  of  the  wall,  (lands  a  fione  weather- 
beaten  eiBgy/  of  about  4  £set  high  and  2  broad,  of  a 
£dnty  called  Michael,  to  whom  the  church  is  laid  to  be 
dedicated.  In  die  middle  of  the  church-yard,  there  ftill 
remains,  entire,  a  neat  ereA  well  cut  ftone  pillar,  ancient- 
ly the  crois,  to  which  are  ftill  brought  the  cattle  and  effefls 
of  feme  bankniptsv  A  large  iquare  ftone,  above  ground, 
is  the  pedeftal.  The  capital  a  ^fleur  de  iuct^  covered  with 
mois,  emblematical  of  a  hoary  head,  and  the  whole 
height  from  the  ground  12  £eet. 

Each  tenant  has  a  horfe,  for  the  moft  part,  bought  at 
market ;  matiy  have  2,  fome  3  or  4.  Several  farmers  have  a- 
iock  of  goats  for  the  accommodation  of  tender  people  in 
fiiminer.  The  parifh  is  faffidendy  ftocked  with  black 
cattle  of  the  common  Scotch  breed.  There  are  a  great 
many  flocks  of  flieep  of  a  very  hardy  kind  and  tolerable 
fire,  commonly  called  Badcnoch,  from  whence  every  year 
a  firpply  of  lambs  is  brought.  The  lambs  are  bought, 
for  aboiit  4  s.  6  d.  or  5  s.  a-piece,  and,  when  4  or  5  years- 
old,  are  fold  from  8s.  to  123.  each. 

The  latenefe  of  the  harveft,  the  fcarcity  of  grain,  and  the 
overflowings  of  Loffie,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  greateft 
difedvantages  of  Dallas.  Among  its  advantages  may  be 
ranked  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  inexhauftible  moffes,  the  vi- 
cinity to  Elgin  and  Forres  for  the  fale  of  peats,  and  to  mar- 
kets for  the  fale  of  cattle  :  Good  pafture  for  fheep,  goat» 
and  black  cattk  :  Timber  from  the  woods  for  many  imple- 
ments 
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meifts  of  husbandry,  and  for  building  fiirm-houfes :  Fuel  for 
their  £unilieSy  9(bd  minds  ftrangets  to  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance. The  cart-load  of  peats  on  the  fhreet  brings  only 
from  8d.  to  10 d.  in  fummery  and  from  red.  to  14 d.  in 
winter.  They  are  of  an  excellent  (juality,  but  the  load  is 
fmall.  Thefe  bring  always  ready  money,  and  enable  the 
people  to  bny  the  fiunily  neceHaries  when  required^  and  to- 
pay  the  landlord  at  the  term. 

The  Engliih  language  is  fpoken  throughout  the  pariih ; 
yet|  as  is  the  cafe  inmany  other  places,  the  names  of  the 
farms  appear  to  be  of  Celtic  derivation. 

The  inhabitants  are  much  inclined  to  induflry  and  fruga- 
lity. They  are  alfo  difpofed  to  adb  of  humanity.  A  good 
many  weavers  are  conftanlly  employed  in  making  coarfe 
cloth,  commonly  c^tAplaidin^  from  the  produce  of  their 
fliecp,  which,  in  the  fummer  markets,  is  fold  for  from  9  d. 
to  z  s.  the  Scots  ell.  By  that,  and  other  fources  of  induftry, 
they  are  enabled  to  fupport  their  families  and  pay  their 
rents.  There  are  fome  cart  and  cart-wheel  wrights,  with 
fbme  carpenters  for  making  flakes  or  paling  for  folding 
cattle  in  fummer,  and  incloiing  fields. 

Their  dreis  and  manners  are  confiderably  improved  with- 
in thefe  few  years.  It  is  thought,  and  eamefty  to  be  wifli- 
ed,  that  their  condition  may  be  meliorated.  This,  it  is 
believed,  might  be  done,  by  introducing  and  encouraging  a 
ftocking  manufa^ory,  or  fome  fuch  ufeful  and  accommoda- 
ting employment,  efpccially  to  occupy  the  young. 

Laft  fummer  a  petition  was  tranfmitted  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kellas  to  the  Honourable  the  Society  at  Edinburgh, 
requefting  a  Society  School  for  that  quarter.  Thefe  fami- 
lies lie  at  a  great  diflance  from  the  parochial  fchoo!.  Ac- 
cordingly,  a  fchool  was  appointed  to   be  fettled  there, 

and 
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snd  a  teacher  entered  at  Martmmas  lail,  whO|  ever  fince, 
has  had  a  full  attendance,  and  is  afliduoiis. 

There  is  great  occaiion  for  a  bridge  over  the  impetuous 
fiver  Loflie.  In  particular,  over  that  river,  where  a  public 
road  from  Forres  and  the  low  country  crofTes,  leading  to 
the  parifhes  of  Knockando,  Aberlour,  Inveraven,  &c* 
The  roads  are  in  bad  repair.  The  ftatute-labour  is  but 
irregularly  called  for,  and  ill  executed,  as  there  are  no  gen- 
tlemen of  property  refiding  in  the  pariih.  Turnpikes  woultf 
be  altogether  inefficient  in  Dallas.  ^    i 
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PARISH   OF   KIRKHILL, 


(County  of   Inverness.) 


By  tbt  Reo.  Mr  Alezamdee  f  &aser. 


> 


Name  J  Situation^  and  Soil. 

KIRKHILL  conMs  of  two  united  parifhes,  called  Ward- 
law  and  Farnua,  Wardlaw  is  the  name  of  the  hill  oa 
which  the  church  was  huilt,  and  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Gaelic  Bar-tla^  that  is  *^  kindlj  fummit."  Farnua  or 
Fearnaie^  as  it  is  called  in  Gkielic,  is  probably  derived  from 
the  word/earn^  fignifying  *<  allar,"  becaufe  the  pariOi  did 
and  (tiU  does  abound  with  allar  trees.  The  name  of  the  united 
parifhes  in  Gaelic  is  Cnoemhoir^  or  "  Mary's  hill/'  It  is 
the  fame  hill  otherwife  called  Wardlaw,  as  this  laft  term 
is  ezpreilive  of  its  fituation,  fo  the  former  is  of  its  dedi- 
cation to  the  Virgin.  In  the  neighbourhood  it  is  called, 
by  way  of  eminence,  the  Hill :  Hence,  the  Englifli  tranf- 
lation  of  it  is  KirkhiU.  This  parifh  is  about  8  meafured 
miles  long  and  from  i  to  3  miles  broad.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  £•  and  S.  by  the  pariih  of  Inverneis,  on  the  W.  by  the 
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pariih  of  Kilterlity,  on  the  N.  by  the  parifhes  of 
rack,  Urraj  and  Kilteman,  being  feparated  froo:i  the  three 
laft  mentioned,  by  the  river  Beulj  and  the  Moray  fritb. 
It  is  fitaated  within  the  comity  of  InTemeiSy  in  the  prefby- 
tery  of  Invemeis  and  Synod  of  Moray.  For  4  miles  it 
is  a  narrow  flrip,  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  inclining  to  the 
Moray  frith,  with  a  N.  W.  afped.  Beyond  thefe  4  miles 
the  frith  contraSs  and  the  country  enlarges  \  but  inilead  of 
forming  a  plain,  a  ridge  of  rifing  ground  projedts  into  the 
plain,  which  divides  it  into  two  valleys ;  the  fummit  of  this 
ridge  is  Wardlaw  or  Mary's  hill.  The  foil  is  various. 
In  the  two  valleys  and  along  the  frith,  that  part  of  the 
land  which  conneds  the  two  valleys,  the  foil  is  a  ftrong 
rich  clay,  which  by  proper  culture  might  be  made  very 
fruitful ;  for  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  have  been  well  cultivated, 
produce  equal,  perhaps,  to  any  foil  in  Scotland ;  but  when 
ill  managed,  the  crop  is  precarious.  If  the  beginning  of 
the  feafon  is  very  dry,  the  clay  binds  fo  fail  as  to  ftint  the 
growth  of  the  com ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  feafon  is 
wet,  the  coldnefs  of  the  day  chills  the  feed.  On  Uie  rifing 
^ound  next  the  pla}n«  the  foil  is  a  rich  loam,  which  comr 
imonly  yields  a  good  and  fure  crop.  Higher  ftill,  the  foil 
b  light  on  a  gravelly  bottom,  but  fliarp,  and  ia>  good  lea- 
foBS  produce  a  toierables  crop. 

Climate  and  Mineral  Sfirin^.'^Tht  climate,  when  com* 
pared  with  many  places  in  the  fame  country,  is  mild  and 
temperate ;  much  lefs  rain  falls  in  this  pariih,  than  in  thf 
height  of  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  KUterlity.  The  moit 
prevalent  difeafes  among  the  poor,  are  fuch  as  proceed 
from  cold,  as  coughs,  dyfenteries,  and  afthmatic  complaints. 
In  the  fpring  of  1783,  a  pleuritic  fever  raged,  which  cut 
off  many.    It  was  generally  attributed  to  cold,  contraded 
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kjr  cuftifig  doihi  Ae  preceding  crop  fo  late  in  the  felfon. 
There  is  a  dialybeate  fpring  in.  this  pariih  at  Achnagaim* 
It  was  oDce  much  frequented,  and  thought  to  be  verj  falu- 
tftrj-  for  compbdnts  of  the  flomadi :  Biit  it  has  been  quite 
ncglefted  for  fome  time  paft.  The  water,  when  taken  19 
at  the  fountain  is  quite  clear,  nor  will  its  colour  alter  bjljr- 
ing-ybnt  if  a  little  rum  or  tea  is  poured  into  it»  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes it  turns  black  as  inki  B7  tius  experiment^  the  firength 
of  the  mineral  is  dilcoireted,  for  the  finmger  the  mineral  is, 
the  blacker  will  die  colour  be. 

HiUs^  Rivers^  C^r.*»The  hills  that  run  along  the  S*  £•  of 
the  pariih,  are  prettj  high,  and  covered  with  heath.  The 
paifaire  the j  afibrd  is  miferaUy  fcantj,  the  furfoce  being 
Gonftantlj  carried  off  for  fuel.  There  are  fome  natural 
woods  of  birch  and  alder,  and  fome  hundreds  of  acres  of 
planted  fir.  Indeed,  dl  the  various  trees  planted  for  ufe  or 
ornament  in  Great  Britain,  have  been  foccelkfolljr  introdu^ 
ced  bj  fome  of  the  proprietors.  The  river  Beulj  runs 
along  the  N.  W.*  boundary  of  the  parifli,  for  about  a  or  3 
miles.  It  is  navigable  at  high  water,  by  fhips  of  about  50 
tons  harden,  fo  far  as  the  village  of  Beuly,  in  the  pariih  of 
Kilmorack.  It  produces  abundance  of  excellent  lalmon,  and 
feveral  kinds  of  trouts.  The  ialmon  fetch  on  the  fpot  3  d. 
the  pound.  Some  years  ago  they  fold  for  i  d.  They  are  in 
feafen  from  February  till  the  end  of  Anguft.  During  the 
fpring  they  are  kitted  and  fent  to  the  London  market.  Af- 
ter fummer  commences,  they  are  fiilted  and  fent  to  foreign 
places.  A  very  fooiall  proportion  is  fold  in  the  country. 
Herrings  are  taken  in  the  frith,  within  this  parilb,  in  fmall 
quantities  by  fet  nets :  Their  feafon  is  from  September  to 
f'ebruary :  If  any  remain  after  that  time,  they  are  poor  and 
infipid.    If  the  people  who  filh  them  take  more  than  ferves 
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their  own  families,  they  fell  them  in  tfie  parifli,  or  at  In- 
vcrnefs>  when  plentj^^at  the  rate  of  twenty  fcore  for  6  d. 

Birdsf  B^qftsy  U^^ .— *Tlie  birds  that  commonly  frequent 
'the  fliorcs  of  thb  pariih  are  of  the  web-iboted  kind.    The 
wild-goofe,  cormorant,  fcale-drake;  duck,  teal,  widgi^on,  fea- 
magpie,  and  fwan,  are  ram.     Tbe.guUs  here  are  of  tl.re.e 
difierent  fpecies.    There  are  the6rane,  Curlew,  plover,  baV 
plover,  fandy  lark,  page  plorer  ;  of  all  which  only  the  duck, 
{bale  drake,  widgeon  and  plover^iieille  in  the  pariib,  Land 
birds,  larger  than  a  common  fparrow,  are,  the  lark,  boun- 
tain,  thrufli,  fieldfare,  ftarling,.  blackbird,  Ihipe,  qiail,  land- 
rail, partridge,  .moorfowl^  black  gatrie.  Rooks  and  w^od-pi- 
geons  are  fo  numerous  as  to  be  a  feriousevil  to  the  farmer -» 
ctows  and  magpiea  are  exceedio^y  numerous  likewife.  Mi- 
gratory birds  are  the  hpwing  or  gre^n  plover,  cockoo,  blue 
and  grey  fwallpw,  ftone-chattet,  and  night-hawk.    The 
lapwing  appears  in  March,  the  cuckoo  in  April,  fwallows 
and  ftone-chatters  in  April  or  May,,  the  night-hawk  ia 
May  or  June :  He  makes  a  chatteritig  noife  the  v^ote  night, 
and  lives  upon  the  butterflies  or  motfais  that  fly  abdut  during 
the  night.     All  thefe  difappear  ia  Odober.      The  wood- 
cock appears  the  end  6f  Odober  or  beginning  of  November, 
and  difappears  in  February.      The  &ow-birds  appear  in 
flocks  in  November  or  December^  as  florm  fets  ih,  and  dif- 
appear  in  February^  as  the  weather  turns  dild.  Tht  bteck-> 
bird  was  once  migratory,  but  for!  ic.jcm  paft-he  reiptuas 
with  us  throughout  the  year.     Whether  this  indicates  that 
our  dimate  is  grown  colder  than  it  Was  formerly,  I  wilinoc  ' 
pretend  to  &y.     The  number  of  iheep  may  be  about  a 
icoo ;  of  which  about  aob  are  of  the  Bsd&ewell  breed, 
the  reft  of  the  old  Soots  iheep,  finall  fiaed,  with  Qifin  wool, 
unequal  as  to  its  quality,*  fome  of  it  bemg  fine,  and  ibpue 
of  it  coarfe.    The  black  cattle  may  be  about  Sod.^     They 

are 
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«re  of  various  kinds  i  but,  io  general,  the  j  are  larger  than 
the  old  highland  breed,  that  are  fit  to  lie  out  during  the 
winter.  The  nnmber  <^  horfes  may  be  about  4C0,  andaro 
of  varioua  fizes* 

Po/afto/air>— The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  about  40  or  50 
jrean  ago,  was  1360.  In  the  year  1673,  the  examinable 
perlbns  in  the  parifli  of  Waxdlaw,  were  reckoned  by  the 
then  incumbent  about  fix  or  feven  hundred.  If  Famua 
bore  the  fame  proportion  to  Wardlaw  then  as  now,  both  pa* 
riihes  might  contain  8  jO.  About  30  years  ago,  by  a  lift  of 
the  late  incumbent,  the  examinable  perfons  in  the  united 
parilh  were  about  950.  Every  year  fince  1773,  a  new  lift 
was  made  by  the  prefent  incumbent ;  the  examinable  per* 
fims  were  never  much  above  1000,  nor  below  950,  till  4 
years  ago,  when  their  number  increafed.  By  an  exaft  fur* 
vey  made  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  the  examinable 
perfons  were  1190,  of  whom  there  were  489  males,  701  fe- 
males, the  proportion  of  males  to  females  being  nearly  as 
5  to  7.  Under  9  years  of  age,  not  entered  on  tht  lift,  were 
380,  making  for  the  number  of  fouls  1571.  The  reafons 
for  the  increafe  of  examinable  perfons,  I  take  to  be  thele  i 
Firft,  about  4  years  ago,  feveral  fmall  farms  were  thrown 
into  a  few  large  ones ;  the  greater  part  of  thofe  farmers 
who  were  di^fTeifed,  remained  in  the  pariib  as  cottagerst 
while  other  perfons  were  brought  in  to  manage  the  large 
farms.  Again,  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  parifli  have  a  tafte 
for  improvements,  as  planting,  ditching,  by  which  they  give 
conftant  employment  to  a  number  of  labourers,  fo  that  per* 
fons  of  that  delcription  crpwd  in  £rom  otlier  places.  The  ave* 
rage  of  births  for  the  {aft  7  years  is  nearly  40,  of  which  there 
are  ao  ;nales  and  20  females.  The  males  and  females  are  al* 
.Aoft  equally  balanced.  The  whole  number  of  births  for  the 
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laft  7  years  ftbod  thus :  Males  138,  females  139.  By  the 
lift  of  examinable  perfoas,  the  proportion  of  males  to  fe- 
males was  as  5  to  7.  The  decreafe  of  adult  males  is  owing 
to  their  leaving  the  parijh.  Numbers  of  joung  men  go  to 
the  fouth  of  Scotland,  as  handicraftfmeny  or  labourers :  Se- 
veral  enlift  in  the  army,  and  fome  go  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
while  the  women  remain.  The  average  of  deaths  may  <be 
about  20;  but  this  cannot  be  fo  exafUy  afcertained,  as  feve- 
ral  from  this  parilh  are  buried  at  Invemeis  or  Kilterlity, 
and  fome  from  both  thefe  pariihes  are  buried  here.  By  the 
regifter,  30  died  in  X7839  but  then  a  pleuritic  fever  cut  oiF 
a  thii;d  more  than  commonly  die.  In  1790,  30  perfons 
likewife  died  -,  but  the  fmall-pox,  meafles^  and  hooping- 
cough  raged  at  the  fame  time.  In  feveral  of  the  interme- 
diate years,  not  Above  10  died,  llie  average  of  marriages 
may  be  about  6. 

Proprietors^  Tenants^  and  Rent. — -There  are  6  proprietors 
and  one  feuer,  of  whom  5  have  their  occafional  or  conflant 
refidence  in  the  parifli.  There  are  about  60  tenants,  of 
whom  8  pay  from  L.  30  to  L.  60  Sterling  rent ;  the  reft 
may  pay  from  L.  10  to  L.  15  Sterling.  Befides  thefe  there 
are  cottagers,  who  pay  for  finall  crofts  from  5  s.  to  L.  5.  All 
thefe  cottagers  are  either  handicraftfmen  or  labourers :  Fre- 
quently one  man  has  three  occupations ;  he  manages  his 
croft,  works  as  a  labourer  in  fummer,  or  while  the  weather 
is  good,  and  as  a  weaver,  tailor,  Ihoemaker  or  carpenter  in 
winter,  or  when  the  weather  is  bad.  There  may  be  of  this 
defcription^  labourers  without  a  handicraft,  34 ;  handicraftf- 
nien,  77;  male  fervants,  134;  female  fcrvants,  104; 
houfehold  fervants  are  included.  About  10  years  ago 
<:ottagers  were  employed  in  .agriculture,  but  now  hired 
(crv^ts.     Several  houfcs  have  been  built  within  that  pe:- 


ofKirkbiU.  \^^ 

riod,  periiaps  50.  The  valned  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  2o68» 
I  OS.  Scots.  The  real  rent  n^%j  be  abqtat  L.  2000  Sterling* 
The  rent  of  land  varies.  Socb  fiurms  as  have  been  given  in 
\69£<t  aboat  30 years  ago»  may  pay  from  7  s.  to  los.  for  the 
acre  of  araUe  groond*  Farms  that  have  been  lately  let,  pay 
from  15  s.  to  20  s.  the  acre. 

Crops. — ^The  principal  crops  in  the  parifh  are  barley  and 
oats ;  peafe  is  not  fo  ccnnmon.  lint  is  fown  in  imsSl  quan- 
tities for  family  u&*  The  common  tenants  and  cottagers 
rsife  a  great  many  potatoes  in  proportion  to  their  acres,  de- 
pending upon  them  chiefly  for  fubfiftence.  The  proprietors 
and  gentlemen  tenants  follow  the  Norfolk  method  of  huf- 
bandry.  They  fow  wheat,  turnip,  andgrals-feeds.  They 
ufe  the  Engliih  plough,  drawn  by  two  horfes,  without  a 
driver.  The  farms  in  the  hand  of  the  prc^rietors  and  bet- 
ter tenants,  are  inclofed  -,  the  reft  of  the  pari(h  is  open. 
Wheat  is  fown  from  the  middle  of  Odober  to  the  middle  of 
November ;  oats  and  peafe  in  the  end  of  March  and  be- 
ginning of  April;  barley  from  the  end  of  April  to  the  be- 
ginning of  June ;  lint  the  beginning  of  May  \  turnip  from 
the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July.  The  harveft  is 
feldom  begun  before  September  -,  and  if  the  crop  is  got  in 
about  the  middle  of  OAober,  they  reckon  it  in  good  time. 
A  greater  quantity  of  every  fpecies  of  grain  than  is  necef- 
iary  iox  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  ii  raifed ;  at  th^ 
£une  time,  vi^al  gives  a  high  price,  and  meal  is  fometime$ 
fbarce,  becaufe  the  barley  is  wi^^lly  oonfdmed  by  the  diftil- 
leries. 

« 
Cburcb^  Stipend^  School^  Paor^  Ifc. — ^The  church  was  fixft 

built  on  Wardlaw  or  Mary's  hill  in  the  year  i2zo.     The 

patron  is  Frafer  of  Lovat.  The  living  confifts  of  5  chaldem 

of  yiaual,  half  barley,  half  qatmeal^  and  L.  jp  Sterling  of 

money 
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Duuxcyy  with  50  merks  Scots  for  commnnion'^leiDents* 
The  ^ebe  confifls  of  7  Scots  acres.  The  manfe  was  buik 
in  X775«  The  churdi  was  begun  building  in  1790.  It  b 
not  yet  fmiflied.  It  has  been  removed  about  two  gun* 
ifaots  from  Mary's  hilL  There  are  no  diflenters  of  any  kind 
within  the  bounds  of  this  pariih»  easept  fix  Catholics. 
There  are  two  fchools  in  this  pariih;  one  of  them  is  a  paro- 
chial fchooly  the  other  is  planted  by  the  Society  for  pro- 
pagating Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  emoluments  of  the 
parochial  fchool  are  200  merks  Scots  of  falary,  one  fhilling 
di6  quarter  for  every  fchoiar  taught  to  read;  one  (hil- 
ling and  fizpence  the  quarter  from  every  fchoiar  taught 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  Latin.  The  Society  fchoolmafter 
has  a  faliiry  of  L.  12.  die  children  of  the  poor  are  taught  by 
him  gratis.  At  each  of  thefe  fchools  there  are  from  60  to 
80  children.  .  The  number  of  poor  on  the  pariih  roll  is  50. 
The  fund  to  provide  for  them  is  not  above  L.  lo,  arifing 
ftom  the  weekly  coUeAiotls,  the  hire  of  a  mortcloth, 
and  the  intereft  of  L.  50  due  the  fefBon  by  bond.  The 
greater  number  of  thofe  on  the  roll  can  provide  for  thera- 
jfelves  in  part,  by  their  labour.  Few  if  any  on  the  poors 
roll  beg  from  door  to  door,  yet  the  pariili  is  infefted  with 
beggars  from  other  places. 

Fricts  And  fFlajf «.— The  price  of  grain  and  provifions  has 
advanced  eonfiderably  of  late  years.  Ten  (hiOings  the  boH 
was  reckoned  die  average  price,  40  years  ago,  for  barley  and 
peafc,  for  5  firlots  of  oats  and  9  ftones  of  oatmeal.  For  the 
laft  7  years,  at  an  average,  barley  has  fold  at  x8  s. ;  peafe, 
oats,  and  meal  at  16  s.    Other  provifions  as  under, 

40  years  ago.        At  prefent. 
X.    d.  s.    d. 

'Betfthelb.  at  an  average,     ox  03 

Veiil,  o    ij  04 

40 
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40  jears  ago        At  preftsnt. 

J*         dm  U        d. 

Mottoit,        •        -        -ox  -03 

Pork,         -         -.-  014         ---03 

A  lamb  fed,         "^         -        3     o         -  60 

A  goofe,  «  10  a     o        * 

A  ducky        •         -        -04  -  08 

Ahen,        *.      ..        .       03  -06 

A  chicken  for  Hjait  brander,  ox  -  04 

Butter  the  ftoae  ^x lb«  50  -         12.   o         • 

Olheefe  the  lb.  a    6        -        -50 

Fann  fcrvaats.  hu^d:  by  the  year^  receive  frpm  L.  4  to  L  5, 
4tfd  6  boUs  meal,  4inie&  they  board*  in  the  houle;  fecoad 
cla&  of  men  &rvatits  receive  frona  L.  3  lo  L.  4  yeasly^ 
and  6  bolb  me^d.  Boys  receive  firom-3o  s.  to  L.  a,  and  4 
bcAb  mealfbr  viftnab ;  but  generally  they  have  dieir  meat 
with  the  hoofeboU  Jervants.  Female  ftrvanta  for  Ae  brmy 
from  L.'x  to  L.  %.  Labourer  hired  by  the.day get  8 d. ;  b;^ 
•Ae  piece,  they  comtnonly  make  from  xo  d.  to  z  s.  6  d.  From 
tiie  frugal  ^manner  Jn  which  they  live,  a  lab4urer»  if  fober 
«nd  induftriousy  may  iiipport  him&lfy  his  wi£e  and  3  or  4 
children. 

'  Manners  and  Momh. — ^The  pteopte  of  Ais  pariihy  in  ge- 
nerali  are  feber  aindinduflrioiby&ee  from  grob  ctimesy 
tradable  and  fubmifllve.  They,  as  well  as  the  people  of 
tbe-neighboBring  pariflies,  have  made* n^great^r  progreSi  in 
ciTiIization  within  tfie  \A  50  yea»^  than 'for  feveral  centu« 
ries  before^  Thb  is  owing,  firft,  to  dM  dedine  of  the  fin^ 
dal  fyftem.  Before  the  year  17459  thatfyftem  hadconfider- 
able  infldence.  E^fy  cUefconMiMd  tiimfelf  as  an  inde- 
pendent prince,  who  might  tdlMsit  JiepredtttiOtts  on  his 
veighbonrs  territones,  as  avarib^o^ -anim^lily  didanboL 
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The  dans,  like  the  fubjefls  of  independent  flates,  living  xd 
the  clofe  neighbourhood  of  each  other,  were  animated  by 
conftant  jealoufj  and  mutual  hatred.  They  negleft^d  in- 
duftrj,  becaofe  thej  held  the  fruits  of  their  labour  hj  sl 
precacious  tenure.  Thej  made  little  account  of  good  mo- 
ralsy  fince  it  could  not  defend  them  from  their  lawlels 
neighbours,  nor. at  all  times  fecure  the  favour  of  thek 
chief.  Bot  when  the  feudal  fjftem  received  «n  irrecover- 
able blow,  by  quelling  the  rebellion,  znd  by  the  jurifdi&ion 
a£l,  the  pepple  began  to  feel  the  force  of.  the  laws  of  their 
country,  in  puniihing  the  guilty  and  defending  the  in- 
nocent. They  were  excited  to  induftry,  by  the  profjped  of 
enjoying  what  they  acquired.  They  were  tai^ht  morali- 
ty, by  the  n^  obvious  (though  not  the  moft  important) 
argomcQtf  that  it  afforded  the  beft  fecurity  to  their  per- 
{(H»  and  property.  Another  cauf(^  of  this  progreis  is  the 
influence  of  reUgion*.  '  No  doubt  the  ordinances  of  religion 
wer^  difpenfed  previous;  to  the  year  1745 ;  but  it  is  only 
fince  that  period  the  people  have  begun  to  refped  them. 
Before  that  eeta,  they  confidered  themfelves  as  a  race  of 
wfUiriors,  and  that  religion  was  beneath  their  liotice,  or  11^ 
confiftent  with  military  proweis;  fendments  car^uUy  in- 
culcated by  thofe  who  had  occafion  for  their  fervices.  Be- 
fides,  religion  has  beea  confiderably  aided  by  literature  fince 
the  »ra  mentioned.  The  lower  dais  have  been  nnure  gsne^ 
rally  taught  to  read*  In  learning  to  read,  die  principles  of 
Chjriftianity  have  been  inculcated.  'A4[uch  praife  in  this  re- 
fped  is,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  due  to  the  Society  for  propa- 
gating Chriftian  Knowledge. 


jtntifuities  and  Zofi^tiiyf^— There  are  remai^^  of  two 
Bmidical  temples^  bi^:t]p#y,  arq.mu^h  defaced..  In  the  moor 
between  Acbaagaim  ao4  the  ferry  of  Beuly,  through  which 
the  public  road  goes  t^  the  northern  countieSy  are  many 
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finall  tumult  of  earth  mixed  with  ftones.  The  tradition 
isy  ,that  fome  of  the  neighbouring  clans  having  made  a  ml 
fudden  irruption  into  the  country,  in  the  fpring,  when 
the  people  were  employed  at  their  ploughs  \  thefe  having 
no  time  to  provide  themfelves  with  arms,  imloofed  the 
oxen,  took  the  jokes  in  their  hands,  and  with  this  armour 
fell  upon  the  enemy  with  detenpined  fury,  fo  that  numbers 
were  killed  on  both  fides*  The  flain  were  buried  in  the 
field,  and  the  tumuli  mentioned  were  raifed  over  their 
graves.  The  moor  from  this  event  has  been  called  Blar'^ 
na-ctip^flich,  that  is,  "  the  battle  of  the  wet  yoke-*'  The 
language  chiefly  fpoken  by  the  common  people  is  Gaelic; 
although  a  great  many  of  them,  firom  their  being  taught  to 
read  Engliih  at  fchool,  can  traniaft  ordinary  bufineis  in 
that  tongue.  All  the  names  of  places  are  obvioufly  derived 
£rom  the  Gaelic. 

Mtfcellaneous  Ohfervatiom. — By  the  fpirited  exertions  of 
individuab,  and  the  generous  relief  afforded  by  government, 
oatmeal,  which  fold  at  Invemels  and  in  this  parifh  die  be- 
ginning of  fummer  1783,  at  the  enormous  price  of  30  s.  the 
boU,  was  reduced  before  the  end  of  fummer,  below  14  s. 
befides  fupplying  the  poor  gratis.  How  difierent  was  the 
fituation  of  this  country  during  the  fcarcity  in  King  Wil« 
liam's  reign !  The  people  were  left  to  their  own  exertions ; 
when  one  crop  failed,  they  had  no  refource  for  feed,  but  to 
fow  the  damaged  com  of  their  own  growth.  This  occafion- 
ed  the  failure  of  a  fecond  and  a  third  crop.  I  am  informed 
by  a  man  in  this  parifh,  that  his  fiither  told  him,  that  du- 
ring the  fcarcity  mentioned,  four  families  inhabiting  a 
place  called  Clunes,  in  Kiltarlity  parifh,  on  the  borders  of 
this  parifh,  fubfifted  for  two  years  on  the  herbs  they  could 
coUeft  in  fummer,  and  gathered  the  feed  of  the  wild  m^- 
tard,  with  which  their  fields  abounded,  and  ground  it  into 

Vjol.  IV.  Q^  meal, 
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meal;  "io  as  to  aflbrd  them  a  fcant j  (ubfiftence  in  winter. 
But  lihe  third  crop  failiilg,  thej  could  fubfift  no  longer  :  Ac- 
cordinj^jTy  diej  dei^crted  their  habitations  in  oile  ^ody,  and 
eame  down  to  the  plain  below,  where  thej  fet  upa  lamen- 
table howling;  and  having  wept  till  they  h^  no  further 
power,  thej  difperied  t&emielyes  to  &eg  or  ierve,  as  they 
ikould  find*  a  reception,  the  wife  iepahiting  from  the  huf- 
liand,  the  motner  from  the  children. 

A  difadvantage  much  felt  in  this  pariih,  is  the  icarcitj  of 
fuel.     I'he  common  tenants  and  cottagers  depend  chieffy 
on  turf,  the  pdat  moffes  t>eing  ^imdH  ezhaufted.    The  pro- 
p  rietors  and  better  tenants  bu^  coals  from  Sundeiland  or 
!t7ewcaftle ;  but  the  high  price,  owihg  to  the  duty  on  this 
articlie,  puts  them  heyond  the  reacK  of  the  poor.  Many  dif- 
advantages  arife  from  the  late  diffiQery-Iaw.      The  con- 
fumpt  of  barley  makes  the  price  of  grain  very  high  for 
the  poor,  confining  the  fkle  of  the  fpirits  diftilled  to  a 
particular  dif{ri£l,  while  every  pariih  within  that  diftri£t 
has  the   fame  privilege  of  diftilling,  is  in  faft  confining 
w^at  b  diffilled  within  the   pari(h  to  the  confiimpt  of 
that  pariih;  if  fuch  a  limitation  detfroys  the  benefit  of  any 
imanufa^hire  in  a  great  meafure,  much  more  fo  of  this.  The 
abundance  of  fpirits  without  a  m^ket  has  lowered  the  price. 
[So  that  they  fell  fometimes  at  9  s.  the  Scots  gallon ;  an  £ng. 
iiik  pint  may  be  had  at  4  d.  in  the  alehoufe.      This  is  too 
itrong  a  temptation  for  perfons  having  the  fmallefl  inclina- 
tion to  drink,    tlence,  too,  alehoufes  or  dram-houles,  as 
they  ought  be  called,  are  multiplied  {  and  each  of  thefe 
may  he   confidered  as  feminaries  of  vice  and  idlene(s. 
About  two  years  ago,  there  were  d  alehoufes  within  this 
pariih ;  but  the  Jufiices  of  the  Peace,  confcious  of  their  hurt* 
^t  tendency,  ihut  them  all  up,  except  two,  that  are  at  con- 
veoient  cliilances  upoii  the  puhlic  ro^ 

I^iggini 


Digging  ^ts  fbr  gravel  to  miz  with  dnng  is  an  uni-' 
verfal  bat  pernidoos  pradice  in  this  pariih.  It  not  only  de- 
forms the  coontry,  wi  ^4cpjp  U^e  iis^Dorgl  pafture,  but  ren- 
ders the  land  for  ever  incapable  of  improvement,  where 
pitted^  with  Uttl^  or  no  bfncjit  to  i^e  Jfn^  on  which  the 
gravel  is  laid.  Cutting  fibal  and  divot  is  anodier  hurtfol 
praAice,  thoagh  not  peculiar  to  this  pariih,  but  it  would  be 
eztremelj  oppre{|}^  ip  ^p^oprictorB  to  jproliibit  it  altoge* 
tfaer,  without  giving  the  poor  a  fubftitute  for 
thatching  thieit  houljcs. 
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NUMBER    XV. 


P  A  R  I  S  H  OP  I  N  V  E  R  A  R  1 1  Y. 


(county  of    FORFAR.) 


By  the  Rtv.  Mr  John  Webster. 


Situation  and  Extern  •^ 

INvERARiTT  is  in  the  prefbjtery  of  Forfar,  and  Synod: 
of  Angus  and  Meams.  It  is  bounded  by  the  parilh  of 
Kinnettles  on  the  W.  \  Murrajs  on  the  S.  ;.CarmjlIie  on  the 
£• ;  and  by  For&r  on  the  N.  The  pariih  is  about  3  milea 
ftjuaie. 

Agriculture^  Rent,  Wages,  {i!^ •— Here  and  in  the  neigh* 
bourfaood,  there  is  a  growing  fpirit  for  agriculture.  Marl 
is  the  chief  manure.  It  is  brought  from  the  diilance  of  5 
miles ;  and  from  40  to.  50  boUs  are  put  upon  an  acre.  Its 
effeds  are  moft  fenfible  and  beneficial  upon  light  dry  land ;. 
and  if  laid  on  in  a  greater  quantity,  it  vdll  operate  power- 
fiilly^  even  on  a  foil  that  has  a  tendency  to  be  moid.  For 
the  firft  feafon  it  does  little  good ;  but  afterwards  its  effisfts^ 
will  continue  for  6  or  7  years.  At'the  end  of  that  time,  the: 
marling  operation  may  be  renewed,  but  it  is  pretended,  the 
quantity  of  marl  ought  to  be  diminiihed  in  proportion  to* 
the  number  of  times  that  the  field  has  been  naarled.    The- 

moflt 


of  Inveraritj.  1 25 

moft  approved  method,  is  to  mix  it  with  earth  and  dung,, 
about  X  part  marl,  i  earth,  and  2  dung.    This  compoft^by 
%>reading  it  equally,  prevents  dangerous  efieds  \  and  alfo 
cauies  it  to  wwk  fooner  than  when  n^arl  ^  laid  on  by  it- 
ielf.     What  in  ibme  meafure  may  have  retarded  the  pro- 
greis  of  agriculture  here,  is  the  old  fyfiem  of  bondage  and 
cottagers,  which  ftill  prevails.  This  praftice  has  continued^ 
«a  account  of  very  long  ka£es  having  been  formerly  given.. 
Of  cottagers,  there  are  to  the  number  of  60  families,  and  the 
bondage  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  great  farmer,  has 
evidently  an  efied  in  rendering  them  lefs  ihdufirious;  not 
having  the  command  of  their  own  time,  they  are  brought 
not  to  know    its  value,   and   from    being  idlers    when 
paying, bondage  abroad,  they  learn  to  be  lazy  at  home ;  be- 
fides,  as  they  hold  their  cottages  from  year  to  year,  every 
little  improvement  they  ihould  make,  would  render  them, 
only  more  dependent  on  their  matter.     As  the  o^  leafes 
of  the  great  £irms  expire,  thefe  cottagers  are  getting  leafes 
from  the  proprietor.    From  this,  and  the  aboliihing  of  per- 
fonal  fervices,  it  is  not  doubted  but  their  fituation  will  be 
improved,  and  the  moil  powerful  motive  be  given  to  excite 
their  indu&ry. 

There  are  but  few  inclofures  in  this  parilh  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  arable  ground.  Com  therefore  is  princi- 
pally cultivated*  Where  a  field  has  been  under  cultivation 
and  inclofed,  it  may  let  from  18  s.  to  21  s.  the  acre ;  where 
it  is  otherwife,  it  will  not  give  above  15  s.  The  valued 
rent  is  L.  2987 : 6 : 8  Scots ;  the  real  rent  about  L.  2000 
Sterling. 

Labourers  get  a  (hilling  a-day  without  their  vi^hials ; 

£urm  fervants  have  from  L.  8  to  L.  10  the  year,  and  maid- 

fervants  from  L.  3  to  L.  4 ;  and  the  wages  of  all  of  them  are 

ftill  gradually  rifing,  which  (hews  that  both  manufadures 

and  a^culture  are  in  a  thriving  condition. 

Ptotttatiom^ 
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P/antations.'^Tht  want  of  indofiires  has  had  the  dune  e£- 
£eSt  here,  as  in  other  placdS,  of  retaiMin?  the  plantation  of 
tre^ :  A  circamftance  to  ^yt  regretted,  as  woods  and  hedge* 
rows  a^d  to  the  l^autj,  and  improve  the  climate  of  a  coun- 
try. It  gives  pteafure  to  mention^  that  the  principal  pro- 
prietor is  bufjr  in  planting  the  whole  of  his  wafte  lands, 
which  muft  eventually  turn  to  good  account.  An  acre  of 
land  will  contain  1500  trees  at  6  feet  diftance.  In  20  jeais, 
each  of  tbefe  may  tdl  for  id.;  md  this  amounting  to' 
L.  12. 10  s.  yields  a  rent  of  10  s.  yearly.  In  planting  wafte 
lands,  efpecially  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  it  would  be  a 
good  prs^ce  to  lay  two  furrows  together  with  the  plough ; 
which  would  give  the  trees  planted  between  them  a  greater 
depth  of  foil  9  and  what  is  of  ftill  greater  advantage,  the 
ground  would  be  kept  dry,  and  the  trees,  on  that  account, 
thrive  much  better. 

Birds  o/Paffagt^  (^rw— Dotterels,  rails  and  woodcocks, 
vifit  this  parifli.  At  their  firft  appearance  dotterels  ore  ve- 
ry tame ;  but  after  having  been  fliot  at  theybecome  re- 
markably  wild.  They  have  become  much  rarer,  fince  the 
country  was  improved.  Woodcocks  come  here  in  the  end 
of  September,  and  remain  till  April ;  one  of  them  buik  a 
neft  in  this  neighbourhood ;  but  the  neft  and  eggs  were  de- 
firojred.  We  have  a  few  groufe;  and  which  are  confider- 
ablj,  larger  in  &e  than  upon  the  Grampians. 


Pffutation. 
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Poputotton. — ^Thc  return  to  Dr  Wcbffcr,  about  40  or  50 
.  jeazs  ago,  was  996.  According  to  the  pariih  regiilef  ,  there 
were  at  an  average 
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There  are  169  families,  5  ^  to  each  fiunily.  Thofe  of  ze 
years  and  under,  are  to  thofe  above  that  age  as  2  to  9* 
There  are  i  Roman  Catholic;  7  Epiibopalians  \  33  Seccders. 
The  population  from  17 16  to  1770  is  calculated  from  bap- 
tifins,  and  burials  being  multiplied  bj  26  and  36,  and  the 
half  of  the  whole  produd  being  taken  for  the  number  of 
fools  required,  that  of  1 780  and  1 789  is  afcertained  bjaftual 
enumeration.  It  ihould-  thus  appear,  that  the  population  of 
the  pariik  during  the  prefent  century  has  been  very  muck 
the  iame  :  Many  canfes  may  have  contributed  to  this  ^  the 
number  of  large  farms,  of  fmall  poiTeiGons,  and  of  cottages 
continued  nearly  equal ;  and^  though  our  increafed  wealth 
Ihould  have  produced  more  children,  yet  having  no  trading 
village  to  keep  them  at  heme,  thofe  who  were  not 
needed  for  the  u£ial  domefiie  purpofes^  may  have  gone  ia 
fearch  of  employment  to  the  many  manufaftoring.  town% 
with  which  we  are  fnrrounded.  From  the  cottagers  being 
in  more  eafy  droomflances  than  formerly,  it  is  probable 
l^ere  may  now  be  a  ip-eater  prepertioo  of  fouIs<  under  \% 

years 
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years  of  age ;  but  the  higher  wages  of  labouring  fervants 
having  led  the  farmer  to  do  more  work  with  fewer  hands, 
the  one  circumftance  maj  counterbalance  the  other,  and 
therefore^  may  have  kept  the'  population  of  the  pariih  al- 
nioft  ftationary. 

Poor^  ^f.— Families  who  occa&onally  need  relief  from 
the  poors  fund,  have  been  gradually  diminifliing,  and 
beggars  have  become  exceedingly  lels  numerous ;  at  prefent 
we.  have  not  one  belonging  to  the  pariih;  but  in  1741  the 
ktrk-fef&on  gave  32  of  them  a  badge  and  a  licence  to  beg. 
Later  than  that  period  the  heritors  were  obliged  to  afiefs 
themfelves  for  fupporting  the  poor ;  now  our  weekly  col* 
lc€ki«ais  are  more  than  adequate  for  that  purpofe.  At  die 
interval  of  every  20  years  there  was,  at  an  average,  col- 
lected each  Sunday,- 
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Were  we  therefore  to  judge  of  th'e  wealth  of  the  pariih 
by  this  ftandard,  we  would  conclude,  that  it  had  increafed 
in  the  proportion  of  i  to  21 :  This  eftimate  would,  how- 
ever, be  too  high ;  becaufe  as  there  was  formerly  a  much 
greater  number  of  parochial  beggars,  thofe  who  had  to 
give  more  charity  in  private,  might  give  lels  in  public : 
Tet  allowing  for  this,  and  comparing  what  was  given  at 
different  periods  for  the  relief  of  families,  who  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  in  fimilar  circumflances,  the  wealth 
of  the  pariih  muft  be  8  or  10  times  greater  than  it  was  in 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  Our  former  poverty, 
and  indeed  the  poverty  of  the  country  in  general,  is  firong- 
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1/  marked  bj  the  defcription  given  of  thole  who  folidted 
charity  as  beggars:— Stranger  gentlemen,—- poor  gentle-* 
naeny-^diftreiTed  gentkmen)-— are  the  appellations  very 
frequently  given  them ;  and  what  muft  have  been  the  po- 
verty! what  the  fpirit  of  the  times!  whelk,  as  the  record 
informs  us,  a  gentleman  accepted  a  fourpence,  and  a  young 
gentleman,  recommended  by  a  nobleman,  was  relieved  by 
a  iixpence! 

ArUiquittes.^^The  only  antiquity  worth  mentioning  is  a 
Roman  camp  called  Taerfauds,  in  the  moor  of  Lower.  It  is 
nearly  aredangular  parallelogram, about  300  by  7ooyards« 
There  is  another  camp,  Battledykes,  about  8  miles  to  the 
north  of  this,  in  the  parifli'  of  Oathlaw,  and,  from  the  traces 
of  a  via  militaris  extending  between  them,  it  is  probable  that 
thefe  two  encampments  were  conneded  togethei'.  Neidler 
hiflory  nor  tradition  give  any  diftinft  accbutlt*  of  either  of 
them.  Some  antiquaries  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  built  Ay 
Agricola  in  his  6th  campaign,  when  he  obtained  his  viAofy 
over  the  Caledonians,  under  Galgacus  their  chief.  ' 

Chara3er  ofthePeoplc-^^thty  are,  in  general,  indttftrious 
and  fober ;  plea&d  with  their  fituation,but  not  without  am-* 
bition  to  improve  it ;  remarkable  for  their  attendance  at 
church ;  and' improved  both  In  their  moral  and  religious  cha« 
ta£!er. 
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PARISH   Q»   DUIRINIsa 

(isle  of  sky,  county  of  INVERNESS.); 


By  the^  Rev.  Mr  William  Bethune. 


"w»^ 


Namii  Situation^  Surface^  Soil^  Ifc. 

THE  name  of  this  parifh  feems  to  be  of  foreign  orL- 
gini  as  are  almoft  all.  the  names  of  fums,  places  and 
pariihes  in  the  weftem  iflands.  The  places  whofe  names 
terminate  in  Neils^  or  Nifli.;  as  Honiiby  Trotemiih,  Vater- 
iiiiihy  &c«  iignify  promontories,  or  head-lands,  projeAing^ 
into  the  fea ;  jet  thefe  names  have  no  affinity  to  the  Gae- 
lic language,  in  found  or  meaning ;  nor.  any  relation,  as  far 
Its  can  be  known,  to  the  local  fituatioa  or  appearance  of  the 
>  places,  and  may  be  words  of  the  Fidiih,  or  more  probably 
of  the  Daniih  langoage,  as  would  appear  from  a  well 
known  cape  in  Norway  being  called  the  Ne/e.  Duirinifli 
is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Invemeis,  in  the  preibytery  of 
Sky,  and  Synod  of  Glenelg.  Its  extent  from  N.  to 
&  W.  namely,  from  the  point  of  ^Vatemiih  to  the  point  of 
•Idrigil,  is  17  computed  miles.  Its  breadth  from  Lindale 
to  ^e  weftem  fhore,  13  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  £. 
by  the  parifli  of  Sniford,  on  the  S.  £•  by  the  parilh  of 
Bracadale,  on  the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  the  fea  or 
Channelt  which-  feparates  this  country  firom  the  Long 

lOaod^. 
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Iflaad,  aind  \vtiich  is  about  x8  miles  broad.  The  ground 
about  tbe  lochs  or  branches  of  the  fea,  which  run  hx  into 
the  country,  defcends  in  feme  places  with  a  quick,  and  in 
other  places  with  an  eafjr  flope  towards  the  fea.  The  pr6*> 
montories  or  head-lands  are  rocks  of  immenfe  height ;  the 
moors  in  moft  places  are  deep  and  wet.  The  foil  in  feme 
parts  is  a  light  black  loam,  in  fome  places  of  in  teddifh  gra- 
velly appearance  ^  and  though  mofU j  thin  and  ftony ,  it  is  on 
the  whole  fertile  and  produftive*  T&e  air  is  very  moift  and 
foggy ;  the  weft  and  fouthweft  winds  bring  floods  of  rain» 
owing  probably  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  moft  common  diftempers  are  rheumatifeu,  fciaticks, 
colds,  nervous  fevers  and  dyfenteries,  owing,  it  is  prefu^ 
med,  to  the  wet  and  rainy  climate.  The  e^ent  of  the  fea- 
ooaft  of  this  parifli  would  meafure  upwards  of  60  miles ; 
the  ihore  is  in  general  ftony,  and  in  many  parts  very  high 
and  rocky. 

Fijb^  Ktlp^  Harhmrs^  \Sc. — ^The  fiiji  which  frequent  the 
coaft  are  herrings,  Hag,  cod,  fkat^,  mackerel,  haddocks^ 
flounders,  fye  and  cuddies.  Herrings  and  Ung  are  export- 
ed ;  and  when  fold  in  the  country,  a  barrd  of  £edt  herrings 
brings  about  i6s.  and  Hng  L.13  the  ton.  The  pariih 
exports  about  20  tons  of  ling  yea3*ly  at  an  average.  There 
are  likewife  fome  feals,  otters;  and  whales  of  a  large  fize' 
are  often  feen  in  the  Channel,  between  this  and  the  Long 
Ifland.  Every  fpecies  of  fea- weed  is  reckoned  moft  excel- 
lent  manure,  though  it  is  thought  to  bum  and  wafte  the 
foil,  when  it  is  not  mixed  with  earth,  and  it  is  reckoned 
more  profitable  to  convert  it  into  kdp,  than  into  manure. 
There  are  fome  kelp-fliores,  and  the  pariih  makes  about  an 
hundred  tons  annually.  The  tide  of  flood  in  this  channel 
runs  north  and  by  eaft,  and  off  the  heads  flows  with  great 
rapidity,  perhaps  at  the  rate  of  5  miles  an  hour  in  fpring 

udes. 
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tides^  Chie  ligbt-boufe  bam  been  ereded  lately  in  the  ifland 
pf  Scalpa  in  Hsurisy  which  is  reckoned  of  {preat  utility  to 
the  numiirpus  ihippiiig  that  frequent  this  channel,  in  their 
vpy9gc9  to  an4  froA>  the  Baltic  The  harbours  of  the  pa* 
TiJb  9X^  Loc^  Amifordy  Iiocb  Bay,  Pottech»  Dunvigan 
lipchy  and  lipcb  Harloib»  ,As  the  coaft  i$  very  bold  and 
high,  with  a  great  depth  of  water,  it  feldom  happens,  that 
any  vePTel  is  wrecked  npon  it.  About  30  years  ago,  a  vef- 
fel  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  laden  with  ftaves,  was  caft  a- 
way  upon  the  coaft  of  Ramfaig,  in  this  pariih,  and  two  of 
the  bands  were  drowned.  The  furviying  part  of  the  ^rcw 
were  treated  by  the  people  with  the  greateft  humanity, 
and  the  cargo  was  preferved  with  the  utmoft  care,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  underwriters.  This  forbearance,  however, 
may  be  rather  afcribed  to  the  attention  and  authority  of  the 
HentlQSien,  than  to  cbe  humanity  of  the  common  people. ' 

Hilis* — The  moft  remarkable  mountains  in  the  pariih, 
$re  the  two  HaUivails,  fituated  within  a  mile  of  each  other, 
of  an  e<jaal  height,  being  about  3  quarters  of  a  mile  high, 
the  top  of  each  b  a  flat  or  a  table  land,  and,  like  twins, 
they  ezaffly  refemble  each  other ;  fo  that  they  are  fuch  fure 
land-xnarks,  as  no  feaman  can  miflake.  The  hills  are  all 
covered  with  heath,  with  a  few  green  fpots  here  and  there. 

Papulations — The  population  of  this  parifli,  and  of  the 
whole  ifland,  is  increafing,  and  has  been  increaiing  for  at 
leaft  80  years  back.  The  old  people  affirm,  that  they 
teQiember  lands  which  lay  wade  in  feveral  diftrids,  not 
only  of  this  parifli,  but  in  feveral  parts  of  the  ifland,  for 
want  of  inhabitants  to  occupy  them.  Of  late,  the  inhabi- 
tants have  multiplied  fo  much,  that  from  Auguft  177X9  to 
O&ober  1790,  eight  large  traafports  have  failed  from  this 
ifland  with  eoiigrant9|  to  leek  iettkinents  in  America ;  the 
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lafi  of  thefe  tranfpom  istiled  on  the  6th  of  this  month  (Oc-  ^ 
tober  1790)  from  Loch  Bracadale*  Thefe  8  fliips  have,  at 
a  verj  moderate  computation,  carried  away  from  this  ifland 
2400  fouby  and  L.  24,000  Sterling,  ihip-freights  included. 
From  the  year  1772  to  1775,  204  males,  and  207  females, 
emigrated  from  this  parilh  to  America,  exclufive  of  thofe 
ivho  have  gone  in  the  two  laft  ihips ;  jet  the  populatioii 
appears  to  be  as  great  as  in  1772.  Thb  increafe  of  popu- 
lation may  be  attributed  to  a  more  judicious  and  rational 
treatment  of  children  and  women  in  child-bed,  than  wai 
formerly  obferved ;  and  above  all,  to  the  inoculation  of  the 
tioiall-poz,  which  has  been  univerfally  pradiied  in  this 
ifland  for  30  years  paft,  and  has  been  the  means  of  prefer- 
ving  many  lives.  The  number  of  fouls  in  this  parifli  at 
prefent,  amounts  to  fully  3000.  The  return  to  Dr  Web- 
iler,  about  40  years  ago,  was  only  2568.  Tliough  there  are 
no  extraordinary  inftances  of  longevity,  yet  ievends  in  this 
pariih  arrive  at  a  good  old  age.  There  are  at  prefent  two 
men,  one  of  them  88,  the  other  95,  and  two  women,  one  of 
them  93,  and  the  other  97  years.  In  every  diihid  of  the  pa- 
riih, there  are  fome  weavers,  male  and  female,  a  few  tailors, 
a  blackfmitb  in  every  barony,  fome  boat-builders  and  houfe- 
carpenters.  Every  farm  keeps  boats,  and  the  people  go  a^ 
fiflxing  for  their  own  ufe,  or  when  they  fee  an  appearance 
of  herrings.  There  are  very  few  bred  feamen,  but  all  ex» 
j>ert  rowers,  good  hardy  watermen,  and  ikilled  in  making 
a  boat  with  fails.  There  are  4  ftndents  from  this  paiifli 
who  attend  the  Univerfities  of  Aberdeen.  There  are  7 
eftaUiflied  clergymen  in  this  ifland,  viz.  5  on  Lord  Mac-  , 
donald's  efiates,  and  2  00  Gdonel  Macleod's.  All  the  in- 
habitants of  Sky  are  Proteflants,  of  the  eftabliflied  Church 
of  Scotland,  a  very  few  excepted,  who  are  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  yet  thefe  perfons  are  endued  with  iiich  libe«  . 
fality  of  fentiments,  and  fp  free  from  bigotry,  that  they 
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freqaeot  the  eftabliihed  Church,  and  communicate  iit  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Marriages  here  produce, 
in  general,  from  5  to  12  children,  and  upwards.  The  cot- 
tages are  full  of  inhabitants. 

ProduStonSf  ifc. — ^The  ntmoft  that  the  whole  ifland  can 
.  do  in  the  very  beft  feafons,  is  to  ferre  the  inhabitants  with 
meal.  In  unfavourable  feafons  they  buy  large  quantities 
of  imported  meal.  Oats  and  potatoes  are  planted  in  March 
and  April,  barley  is  fown  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
reaped  in  Auguft.  In  wet  feafons  the  oats  are  not  cut 
down  till  Odober.  The  rent  of  the  paxifli  may  be  about 
L.  1700  yeariy. 

Churctf  SHpendf  Poor^  Wr.— *The  church  was  lately  re- 
paired. The  ftipend  is  L.  50,  with  L.  10  yearly  compen- 
fiition  for  manfe  and  glebe.  There  is  no  manfe  in  this  pa- 
rilh,  nor  were  there  ever  any  manfes  in  Sky,  till  of  late 
two  manfes  have  been  built.  As  there  are  no  markets  for 
provifions  in  the  ifland,  were  the  minifters  cooiined  to  a 
manie  and  glebe,  they  could  not  procure  the  neceflaries  of 
life ;  therefore  they  thought  it  more  eligible  to  poiTels  farms, 
and  to  accommodate  themfelves  as  to  boufes  in  the  beft 
manner  they  could.  The  Laird  of  Macleod  is  patron  of 
the  parifli.— The  number  of  poor  on  the  lift,  who  are  re- 
lieved in  times  of  (barcity,  is  63.  Many  of  thefe  do  not  g<» 
about  for  alms,  but  refide  meftly  in  the  houfe  of  fome  rela- 
tion. There  are  no  other  fands  for  the  fupport  of  the 
poor,  but  the  Sunday  colle£tions,  and  the  fines  of  delin- 
quents, fo  that  they  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  charity  of 
the  parifliioners.  In  a  year  of  fcarcity,  however,  the  fef- 
fioQ  make  a  Ihift  to  buy  ao  bolb  of  meal  for  their  relief. 
In  fummer  1773,  Government  generoufly  fent  a  cargo  of 
Qieal  to  the  Weftem  Iflands,  of  whidi  this  parifh  got  44 
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IkiUs  and  3  firlots,  which  was  a  mod  feafonaUe  relief  ta 
the  poorer  fort  of  people. 

Fric€  of  Provifions  and Labour^lic.'^AA  there  are  no 
6eih-oiarkets,  if  a  perfbn  is  difpofed  to  eat  beef^  he  muft. 
buy  a  whole  €ow ;  if  he  would  wiih  to  have  mutton,  he 
ouift  buy  a  fheep»  A  cow  colb  from,  L.  a,  lOs.  to  £.3, 
los.  a  fheep  68.  Butter,  when  it  can  be  procured,  from 
xo  s.  ta  xa  s.  cheelr  4  s.  the  (lone  weight.  Domeftic  men- 
fervants  yearly  wages  are  from  L.a,  xos.  to  £.3,  ezdu^ 
five  of  4  pair  of  flioes  ta  each.  A  grieve  (or  overfeer)  has. 
from  L.  4  to  L.  7,  befidee  his  ihoes.  Women-fervants  have 
from  8  s.  to  20  8*  befides  3  pair  of  ihoes,.  When  a  man- 
£enrant  marries,  and  engages  in  fervice  for  a  year,  he  haa 
fos  wages  as  much  ground  as  he  can  labour,  grafr  for  % 
milk-cows,  a  dozen  of  iheep  and  a  horfes,  and  %  days  ii^ 
the  week  to  do  his  own  work,  befides  his  viftuals  every 
day  he  works  to  his  mafter..  Every  married  labourer  in 
this  country  has  a  ixnall  portion  of  land,  he  raifes  a  little 
flax,  and  has  a  few  flieep,  ib  that  his  wi&  fnmiihes  him. 
with  his  whole  wearing  appareL  Were  he  to  buy  yearly^ 
as  he  would  require,  a  bonnet  at  i  s.  6  d.  3i  yards  of  coarfe. 
doth  for  a  gscat  coat,  at  as.  6d.  the  yard,  j  yards. of  the 
fame  for  a  jacket,  waift-coat  and  a  pair  of  breeches,  4  pair 
of  ihoes  at  a  s.  6  d.  each,  3  pur  of  hofe,  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion for  his  wifr  and  children;  alfo  za  bolls  of  meal. for 
himfelf,  wife  and  children,,  at  z]  s.  the  boll,  i  barrel  of  ialt,, 
at  5  s.  i  ftone  of  iron  at  a  s.  together  with  fome  other  un« 
avoidable  little  changes,  it  would  be.  found  that  the  yearl j 
expence  of  a  labourer  and  his  fiunily  in  the  lile  of  Sky„ 
could  not  be  much  leis  than  L.  aa  Sterling. 

jintiquUiii^'^Thsxt  are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  CathoUc 
chapeky  one  in  Tnunpar  in  Vatemiih,  and  another  in  GIea« 

dale. 
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ddle.  There  are  alfi>  the  ruins  of  fereral  towers,  reported 
bj  tradition  to  have  been  built  bj  the  Danes.  Thefe 
towers  feem  not  to  have  ever  exceeded  20  feet  in  height. 
They  are  circular  in  their  form,  and  were  built  in  a  very 
iiibflantxal  ntanner,  with  large  ftones,  without  any  cement. 
They  had  an  inner  wall,  very  neatly  buHt,  with  an  empty 
fpace  of  about  5  feet  in  breadth,  between  die  two  walls, 
with  openings  through  the  inner  wall,  into  the  void  fpace 
or-  interval  between  the  two  walls.  They  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  ever  roofed ;  but  the  two  walls  were  joined 
to  each  other  at  the  top,  by  long  flag-ftones  laid  acrofi  be- 
tween tfie  two  waHs,  and  covered  with  cartk  The  void 
fpaces  between  the  walls,  probably  were  intended  for  places 
of  ihelter  and  repofe,  and  for  pieferving  arms  and  provi- 
lions  from  the  weather ;  and  as  every  one  of  diefe  cowers 
is  bmk  in  fight  of  one  or  mnfe  of  the  fame,  it  is>  natural  to 
think  that  they  were  intended  fer  places  to  make  fignab 
from 'by  fmoke  and  fire,  upon  an  alarm,  or  the  fight  of  an 
enemy,  and  likewife  for  defence ;  ftnr  as  they  are  aS  bndt 
upon  eminences^  a  few  men  could  defend  one  of  them  a- 
gatnft  a  dioufand,  before  the  invention  of  cannon  and  grni- 
powder.  There  are  two  tombs  in  the  patift.  In  one  of 
tbem,  about  70  years  fince,  an  urn  waar  found,  containing 
ibme  auies. 

MtfctUaiuom  Obfervationr.'^As  to  the  fize  of  the  people, 
they  are  of  a  low  fhttnre,  the  men  in  general  from  5  feet 
4  inches,  to  5  feet  8.  Thete  are  very  few  men  who  are 
&feet  high;  they  are  however  a£Kve  and  Hvely.  The 
tfommon  peof^  of  Sky  are  Uefied  with  ezceBent  parrsr;'  a 
liberal  ihare  of  ftrong  nattural  fenfe,  and '  great  acntene&of 
underftanding.  They  are  peaceable  and  gentle  in  their 
dlfyofitions,  and  are  very  indufbious  wheii  diey  work  for 
tKeoMves^;  but  wbes  they  woric  for  Atre'  or  wager,  they 

are 


axe  inclined  to  be  lazy  and  indifferent ;  tfaej  are  rather  too 
fond  of  dianges  and  emigradohs;  and  though  thej  are 
brave  and  very  loyal^  they  are  averfe  to  the  naval  and  mi- 
Ktasy  fervices,  and  are  extremely  difgafted  with  the  idea 
of  being  preffed.— The  language  commonly  fpoken  is  Gae- 
lic.—  hereaTeinthispariiht  a  veflekwithdecksyoneof  80 
tons,  the  other  of  30  tona  burden-— Some  indications  of 
coal  have  Utely  been  difcovered* — ^In  Auguft  1785,  two  &- 
milies  were  baniihed  from  this  country  for  cbw-ftealing. 
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PARISH    OF   KIRK  INNER, 

(county  of  wigton.) 


Bjf  the  Rto.  Mr  John  Graham. 


Situaiior^  Surfacif  Sottf  Air^  \^c. 

ANexghbonrxng^parilliy  Kircowan,  is  faid  anciently  t(y 
have  made  one  parifh  with  Kirkinner ;  and  that  of 
LengcalUey  now  forming  the  S.  W.  comer  of  this  parifh, 
has»  in  later  times,  been  united  to  it*  Kirkinner,  fron^ 
S.  £.  to  N;  W.  is  about  9  Scotch  miles,  and  about  8  from? 
N.  E.  to  S.  W.  \  from  £.  to  W.  about  6  miles ;  and  from 
N..  to  S.  not  quite  4*  On  the  N.  and  N.  W.  it  is  bounded 
hj  Wigton,  Penningham,  and  Kircowan ;  by  Mochnuxv 
on  the  W. ;  by  Glafierton,  on  the  S.  W. ;  and  by  Sorbie, 
on  the  S.  %  on  the  £•  and  N.  £.  by  the  Frith  of  Cree,  be* 
tween  this  parifh  and  Kirkmabreck,  in  the  ftewartry  of 
Galloway.  The  appearance  of  the  coimtry  is  hilly,  but 
no  where  mountainous.  Its  foil  is  generally  thin  and  lighf^ 
the  courfe  land  of  Baldem  excepted,  which  is  a  deep  and 
rich  clay,  lying  along  the  frith  of  Gree,  which,  fo  far  as 
this  parilh  goes,  has  a  very  flat  clay  or  fleetchy  fliore,  with 
the  hills  or  rifing"  grounds,  generally  at  the  diitance  of  a 
mile,  or  a  little  more  from  the  tide.  This  carfe  ground 
excepted,  and  about  half  a  mik  up  from  it,  the  parifh  doe» 

aol 
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not  appear  to  have  been  naturally  very  fert3e.  "  But,  by 

the  benefit. of  fea-ihells,  lime,  and  marl,  thbfoil^  been 

mnch  improved,  and  ftill  goes  on  improving.    In  the  carfe 

<of  Baldem,  lies  an  abundant  treafure  of  fea-iheHs,  "whidi 

the  proprietor  however  referves  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  e- 

fiate,  in  this  and  two  neighbouiteg  pariifaes*.    For  the  reft 

of  the  pariSi,  thej  are  brought  from  the  other  fide  of  the 

Frkh,  and  landed  at  Wigton,  for  i  s.  6  d.  or  i  s.  S  d.  the 

ton«    But  where  the  land-carriage  comes  to  exceed  3,  or 

stntmoft  4  ndles,  our  farmers  prefer  lime  imported  m 

ffaelb,  from  Whitehaven,  or  its  neighbourhood.     In  fome 

places  maxi  has  been  found,' but '  it  begins  to  be  eihanfted. 

Our  marl  is  of  the  ihell  kind,  found  in  bogs  or  mois,  but 

never,  I  think,  in  mofTes  of  great  extent.     It  feems  to  be 

agreed  that  the  fobftance  of  the  marl,  is  the  fhells  of  the 

freih  water  wilk.    I  have  feen  a  thin  ftratnm  of  it,  begin 

to  form  at  the  bottom  of  ponds  of  ftanding  water.     Our 

hills,  in  their  natural  ftate,  were  covered  with  &rze  and 

broom ;  but,  from  the  application  of  tihe  above  manures, 

the  furze  and  broom  begin  to  difappear ;  though  both  are 

ftill  troublefome  to  the  farmer.     The  air  is  rather  dry  than 

moift,  compared  with  that  of  the  more  northerly  counties 

of  the  weft   of  Scotland,   and   deferves  the  charafter  of 

healthy.     I  have  not  obfenred  any  prevalent  diftempers* 

There  is  only  one  mineral  fpring,  and  I  am  well  afiured  it 

has  been  of  ufe  to  remove  compldnts  of  the  ftomach,  and 

frequendy  proved  a  cure  for  the  ague.     We  have  many 

fprings  of  foft  and  light  water,  which  I  believe  contribute 

much  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  river  of  Bladnoch  is  the  boundary  between  this 
pariih  and  Wigton,  and  between  this  pariih  and  Penning- 
ham.  It  produces  very  good  falmon,  but  not  in  great 
quantities,  from  3  d.  to  4  d.  the  pound,  and  none  is  ex- 
jpoptcd.    The  tidiK  goes  up  this  river  but  a  little  way  above 

the 
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tlie  town  fji  Wi£;toD.    >  Between  this  panih  Sorbie  4flyl 

Claffertoiif  on  thc:^.  W>  j|ies  the  lake  jot  loch  4)f  .Dow4- 

tcm^  about  2  miles  long,  bj  xj  broad,  containii^g  pike  apd 

herring ;  and  a  little  iflandon  the  Kirkinner  fide  of  it,  a- 

bout  30  acres  arable.   .1  wifli  I  could  iee  it  (locked  with 

•  Shetland  iheep.    The  extent  pf  wafte  ground  along  the.frilh 

of  Cree<  is  about  %  miles.    A  few  Ibiall  cod  and.  haddocks, 

ikate  and  foals,  wre  taken  there,  and  fold  in  the  market  of 

Wigton,  from  i  d,  jto  x  j^  d.  a  povuid.  None  exported.  The 

chills  were  former^  covered  with. furze  or  broom,  now 

.  with  good  crops  or  pailure;*   ..Our  mod  valuable  ftone;is 

:graj  whinilone,  ufed  in  l^iilding,  principally  for  doors, 

,  corners,  and  windows. 


•  . 


Population,  U'r.-r-With  r^CpeA.  to  the  aiident. population, 
little  is. known.  It  is  to  beobferved.)  however,  thut  there 
have  been  manj  houfes,  yrhett  now  there  are  nonCf  and 
probably  the  teneme;nts  of  land,  as  they,  w^re  called,  iiinere 
frnaller,  and  more  numerous ;  confequently  this  parifliy 
wherein,  to  this  day,  there  is  not  a  village,  ^ght  perhaps 
be  mpre.  populous  than  it  now  js,  at  leaft  than  it  was  xo  or 
X2  years  ago.  From  the  regifler  of  births,  for  xo  years 
down,  from  1695  iuclufive,  the  average  was  between  23 
and  24  ;  fqr  the  10.  following  years,  it  is  between  28  and 
2Q.  After  that,  the  regifter  begins  to  have  been  ill  kept^ 
down  to  the  1734  ;  of  which  year,  and  the  five  fallowing, 
the  average  of  births  is  iiot  quite  24.  From  that  time, 
down  to  the  year  xySc,  the  regifter  has  been  fo  ill  k^t, 
that  it  cannot  be  depended  on.  The  annual  average  .of 
births  fince  that  year,  appears  to  be  very  nearly.  29.  Ac- 
cording to  Pr  Webfter*s  returns^  the  number  was  792. 
The  preGBiOt  papulation  is  XX52;  males,  563;  females, 
5  8(^.    No  regiiler  of  deaths  has  ever  been  kept,    fiut  from 

■   aU 
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4JI  io£MrmatiQa  that  can  be  obtamed,  *tl^  iw^  avenge 
i^pears  not  to  exceed  .14}  lb  that  we  are  manifeftly  a  njpf* 
.kijf  as  I  fuppoCe  all  other  couatry  pariihes  are,  for  cities 
.and  great  towns,  whofe  induftnjr  hath  hitherto  beea  fo 
.much  cheriihed,  even  at  the  ^xpeace,  ibmetiines,  of  jqar 
radical  and  more  vahiable  induftrj  on  the  foil,  and-^e 
firft  care  of  its  produ&ions,  fo  little  underftood  or  valued 
.by  the  liunricms  citizens  who  live  by  thep.    But  ja  ytlifkt 
pcdic^  begins  now,  I  think,  to  take  place,  or  at  leaft  %o 
be  meditafced.    Marriages,  in  ,xi  jresucs,  have  been  77. 
.Butfnqaeii47  onc^only  of  the  parties  l^s  refided  in  the 
,  pariih*    There  is  .one  woman  at  prefent  al^ve  in  this  pa« 
-riih,  laid  to  be.  fevcral  years  above  (op,  a^id  appther  known 
to  be  98.    Thenuxnber  of  farmers,  who  rent  lands  in  tjl« 
lage,  -is  aboot.jo.    There  are,,  befides  thelie»  .a  confiderable 
.number  who  pay  rent  for  iinall,fpqt8  of  land,  either  ioune- 
.idiately  to.theproprietoESr  or  by  fubtacl^  to. principal  te- 
nants, but  who  depend  upon  their  induftry  as  day-labqn^ 
.rers,  or  as  bandlcvaftfiae;!,  for^ their  fubfiftence*    Tlie  fa- 
:milies  of  this  dais  are  about  ao«    Ab^t  2000  acres  of  our 
beft  land,  is  in  pallure.    >Each  confiderable  farmer,  befides 
fervanjts  who  Jive  in  his  houfe,  has  generally  a  married  fer- 
vant,  to  whom  he  gives  a  houfe,  a. ftnall  garden,  aAdacow's 
.gy?^  ^ith  iixwr  ioT  her  fodder  in  the  winter,  and  allows 
him  to  plant,  in  ground  prepared  and  dunged  for  his  own 
P^f  3  o'  .4  bnlbels  of  potatoes  ^  and  befides  other  indul- 
gOQcies,  L..4  pr;L.  5  in  money.     The  money- wages,  and 
other  articles  allowed  to  fuch  a  fervant  annually,  may  be 
eflimated  between  L.  xa  and  L.  14. 

The  nnmber  of  ft^milies  is  238.   Upwards  of  30  of  thefe 

have  come  into  the  pariih  within  thefe  la  years  laft  paA, 

.owing  to  the  diyifioa  of  one  large  farm  into  13  or  14  final- 

Jer  pgfleifions,  .and  to  feveral  fubtacks  on  another  farm, 

which  had  long  lain  in  pafiure  ^  allblo  feveral  finall  leafes 

of 
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of  ground  for  hoofes  and  gardens,  with  fomedmes  from  i% 
to  20  acres,  for  tillage  and  paftnre*  So  tbat  the  incMaic 
of  inhabitants  in  that  time,  feems  to  be  nearly  aoo.  There 
are  xo  weavers,  7  tailors,  7  carpenters,  3  fhoemakers,  zo 
hoofehold  fervants*  Befides  the  married  fervants  above 
mentioned,  I  reckon  one  male  and  two  female  fervants  for 
each  of  die  50  farmers,  and  a  boy  betweeii  la  and  zS 
years  of  age.  The  odier  10,  who  poflTeis  very  (mall  farms, 
have  the  work  of  Ae  &rm  chiefly  performed  by  dienodelvea 
and  their  children.  There  are  Irifh  families  about  27,  and 
9  or  zo  fingle  m^,  employed  as  day-labourers.  Not  one 
half  of  the  inhabitants,  above  the  age  of  ao  years,  hav^ 
been  bom  in  the  parifh.  The  people  are  not  now,  in  any 
fenfe,  as  formerly,  odfiitiglAa.  As  tacks  of  land  are  comi* 
monly  for  Z9  vears,  that  period  changes  ^  grea(  propor- 
tion of  the  inhabitants.  This  has  of  late  been  remarkablj 
the  cafe  in  this  parifli  and  neighbourhood ;  becaufe  die 
rents  of  lands  have  been  gready  raifed,  and  it  is  obferved 
that  tenants  feldom  agree  to  a  great  increafe  of  rent,  for  « 
farm  they  have  formerly  occupied.  There  are  10  heritors, 
a  of  whom  only  refide;  one  writer;  neither  phyfician, 
furgeon,  nor  apodiecary.  There  are  between  90  and  zoo 
Seceders,  6  or  7  Roman  Catholics  from  Ireland,  and  die 
reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  die  £ftabliffaed  Church.  There 
are  not  quite  five  inhabitants  to  a  honCb. 

Between  40  and  50  perfons  emigrated  from  this  parill| 
to  America,  in  the  year  Z775,  widi  a  view  to  fetde  theri; 
as  planters  or  ardians. 

Agricultttre^  C^r.— -The  fnmmer  ftock  of  black  cattle, 
which  is  the  chief  article,  without  reckoning  calves,  may 
may  be  about- 2  700.  They  are  of  a  very  good  kind  gene- 
rally, but  rather  remarkable  for  (hapes  and  bee^  than  for 
milk.    Horfes,  of  all  ages,  about  250.    No  confiderable 
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ftocks  of  llieep  are  in  tbe  parilh.  -  The  fiurmefs,  however, 
ge&enllj  keep  as  many  as  fiipply  them  T?itfa  wool  and 
mutton  for  their  families*  -  Aboot  a  third  of  the  arable 
land  is  commonly  in  Grq>,  where  the  land  is  leafed  for  til* 
lag^.    The  £innera,  after  marling  or  limmg  grounds  that 
have  been  well  refted,  take  a  crop,  Ibmetimes  two,  of  bar* 
ley  or  bear,  then  a  crop  or  two  of  oats,  and  with  the  third 
or  fourth  crop  lay  down  with  rye-grais  and  clover ;  but  in 
general  only  for  pafture.    The  dung  is  either  laid  upon 
*dieir  lee-lands,  before  they  break  them  up,  or  ii  ufed  &r 
raifing   potatoes,  which    are   now   generally  horfe-hoed, 
nnlds  where  new  ground  is  to  be  taken  in  by  planting 
them  in  lazy  beds.     Confiderable  quantities  are  exported 
to  Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  and  fometimes  even  to  London* 
Very  &w  of  our  fanners  raife  turnips  or  cabbages;  the 
reafon  probably  is  our  difbmce-  from  any  confiderable  mar- 
ket for  fbll-fed  cattle.    Hardly  any  wheat  is  fown  in  this 
parifli.    There  is  either  in  the  foil  or  in  the  dimate,  more 
probably  in  the  latter,  fomething  unfriendly  to  that  grain. 
Even  when  tried  by  our  heft  fiurmers,  it  has  always  jm'o- 
ved  of  a  very  inferior  quality.    It  often  (inuts,  and  our 
harveft  is  generally  too  rainy  to  lave  it  well*    The  pariih 
does  much  nuure  than  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions.    Be* 
fides  what  it  fends  to  the  neighbouring  markets  of  Wigton 
and  Newtouflewart,    it  exports  confiderably,  chiefly  to 
Whitehaven  and  Liverpool,  but  fometimes  alfo  to  Clyde, 
barley,  bear  and  oats ;  and  fends  yearly  to  England,  from 
30  to  35  fcore  of  bullocks  to  the  St  Faith's  and  Hampt<Ni 
markets*    Thefe  bullocks  are  not  all  reared  in  the  pariih, 
but  are  all  grazed  in  it  for  a  year  or  6  months,  before  they 
are  driven  to  England.    The  time  of  fowing  oats  general- 
ly commenceth  ^bout  the  zoth  March,  and  that  of  reaping 
about  the  zoth  Auguft*    No  grounds  lie  wafte  or  in  com* 
moo*    We  have  no  natural  woodt  and  not  much  planu* 
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ttcRiy  unleft  witlnh  tfaefe  tail  15  or  10  yean.  Therdi 
fyttL&  lhell*inarl,  but  oar  mari-pits  are  nearly  erifeiiifleiL 
There  is  one  bxth  iix'the  pariin  employs  3  ploughs^  5  or  6 
ittr^  employ  a  on  each.  The  greater  part  of  the  reft,  each 
«f  them  one.  Some  few  final!  farmers  join  a  or  3  toge« 
ther,  to  make  up  horfes  for  a  jrfough,  fo  that  in  aD  there 
are  about  55  ploughs  employied.  We  have  three  kinds  of 
ploughs  in  ufe :  The  Scotch  plough  made  lighter  than  for^ 
merly;  the  Carlifle  plough,  and  the  diain-plough.  yft 
have  no  waggons,  but'  two  carts  may  be  reckoned  to  each 
plough.  The  land  rent  of  the  parilh  may  be  about  L*  5300. 
There  has  not  been  much  change  in  landed  property  fer  36 
years  back. 

CiurcBf  Stifund^  Pcori  !/r.— -The  church  i^  oM,  and  bears 
no  date.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1731.  The  ftipend  ii 
L.  75 ;  the  glebe  about  9  acres  of  very  bad  foil  The 
Crown  and  Mr  Agnew  of  Shuchane  are  vice  patrons.  Sir 
William  Maxwell  of  Monreith  claims  likewife  a  vice. 
The  poor  on  the  roll  are  17.     Some  others  receive  occa^ 

• 

fional  affiftance.  The  funds  for  their  relief  are  chiefly  col« 
ledions,  and  voluntary  donations  of  the  heritors.  There  10 
only  L.  ao  Sterling  of  fund  belonging  to  the  poor  of  this 
pariib,  L.10  of  which  was  a  legacy,  and  the  other  L.  10 
faved  in  good  times.  There  is  no  market  within  the  pa- 
rifh.    Wigton  is  the  neareft  market  town. 

PriciSf  WagtSf  E/r.— An  able  labourer's  day's  wages  arc 
I  s.  mafons  and  carpenters  x  s.  6  d.  tailors  x  s.  The  fuel 
commonly  made  ule  of  is  peat,  from  mols  within  the  pa- 
rifh,  at  3  d.  the  (ack  of  8  buiheb  in  the  mois,  the  carriage 
in  proportion  to  the  diftance.  We  have  no  coal  but  by 
water-carriage,  and  paying  over  and  above  a  very  hard  du« 
ty.    The  income  of  fervants  in  huftandry  may  be  from 
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L.  13  to  L.  14,  honfe,  garden,  Sec.  included,  together  with 
lAj  little  thing  their  wives  can  add  to  it,  which  in  this 
part  of  the  kingdom  is  really  a  fmall  matter,  as  there  are 
no  mantt£BAurers  eftablilhed  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
wag^  of  male-£ervants  in  the  £anner*s  fiimiljare  £pom 
L.  7  to  L.  7,  10 s.  a-year,  of  female-fervants  from  L.  a,  sos. 
to  L.  3*  Such  fervants  have  it  in  th^  power  to  (ave  a 
little  money,  which,  hpwever,  the  love  of  finery  and  of 
ifiurs  often  prevents. 

j^jtf^^iifVfVf.-— The  vefliges  of  two  ancient  camps  are  ob- 
lenrable,  one  of  them  diftinA  enough.  Both  are  circular, 
therefore  not  Roman ;  but  there  is  no  tradition  concerning 
them.  There  have  been  fome  ancient  coins  found  at  dif- 
ferent times,  tamed  up  by  the  plough  or  the  fyade,  in  a 
farm  called  Bumefs,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk.' 
In  a  farm  of  Sir  WilHam  Maxwell's,  a  large  cairn  of  ftones 
being  removed  to  build  fences,  a  colledion  of  human  bones, 
half  burnt,  were  found  fome  years  ago,  in  an  oblong  fpace, 
formed  with  ftones  fet  on  edge,  and  covered  with  a  flat 
fione  above,  without  any  infcription.  In  fummer  1789, 
there  was  difcovered  an  urn,  and  fome  bones,  bearing  alfo 
marks  of  being  partly  confumed  with  fire.  There  were  in 
the  place,  as  they  defcribe  it,  two  cavities,  one  oblong,  in 
which  was  an  earthen  urn,  the  other  lefler  and  fquarei  in 
which  were  the  bones. 

Mifc$Daneous  Ohfervatiam.^-^Oxxc  principal  objeA  is  agri- 
culture. Nothing  is  manufadured  for  any  difiant  market* 
The  people  are  generally  prudent  and  economical,  yet  ho- 
mane  and  generous  to  the  esctent  of  their  ability.  On  die 
whole,  we  enjoy  a  reafonable  jdegree  of  the  comforts  and 
advantages  of  fodety,  and  the  body  of  the  people  do  not 
^tray  any  diCconteiitmcat  with  their  fitoation  and  circum- 

Vot.lV.  J  fiances. 
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ftinces.  Ye^b  it  is  unqBciUonable,  that  tbe  comfbits  of  tbe 
fafrnfifTyg  poor,  nod  ev^  of  thoiie  immediately  oboy«  them, 
aciK  diminiAied  by  the-iocieafing  weight  of  tases^  paiticH- 
UAj  by  tbot  iipoo  a»ak,  of  which  they  are  sot  m&afibkf 
.though  they  (abmit  to  it,  as  to  aii  evil  ihey  caaaot  remedy* 
In  the  cpurie  of  the  few  y^^rs  I  hav«  bepa  among  tbeiQ, 
naany  have  found  it  necefikry,  from  the  high  price  of  mallt 
to  ^?e  up  the  ufe  of  mik  li^or,  even  in  the  wiiuer  fc^a- 
fon,  when  milk  is  not  to  be  had.  Stateioaen  have  no  op«- 
portunity  to  obferve  fuch  things ;  but,  perhaps,  they  are 
not  unworthy  of  their  attention^  It  were  suich  to  be  wiihr 
ed|  that  they  who  labour  the  ibil,  could  be  allowed  to  ta&e 
a  Uttle  more  of  its  fruits  than  what  is  ablbhitely  neceflary 
for  a  mere  fubfiftence.  Our  hired  ibrv«»ts  enjoy  the  pleni- 
ty  of  th^r  mailer's  family ;  but  it  is  our  poor  hoiifehoideis 
of  the  labouring  clais  I  would  (if  I  could)  plead  for. 
They  merit  every  thing  of  their  country.  While  they 
toil  for  the  prefent  gemerationi  they  rear,  nurie  and  edn* 
cate  labourers,  arti£uis  and  defenders  for  the  fucoeediag ; 
and  this  at  the  ezpence  of  hard  drudgery,  even  to  the  laft 
fiage  of- exigence,  with  few  rewards  but  thofe  offamily- 
affis^onsy  when  they  are  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  them.  It 
\s  not  thus  I  preach  to  them,  becaufe  I  would  neither  ex- 
cite nor  fofier  difcontent  in  their  breafis ;  but  it  is  thu<, 
methinks,  that  the  miniilers  of  a  benevolent  religion  ^ould 
preach  to  fenators  and  to  ftatefmen. 

Are  there  means  by  which  the  condition  of  the  people 
IDOu)d  be  ameliorated  ?  is  the  moft  amiable  of  the  Statiflical 
Queries.  I  hope  there  are,  though  I  may  not  be  well  qua- 
lified to  point  them  out.  The  introdudion  oi  the  coarfe 
woollen  manufadure  is  that  which  ibould  feem  to  Ind-die 
faireft  for  the  better  provi4ing  of  poor  families.  Small  at- 
,(empts  of  this  kind  have  been  made,  but  hitherto  have  al- 
ways foon  faijed..    {t  muft  ev^  be,  difficult  to  introduce 
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inailufa&urers  in  a  fituadon  fuch  as  ours,  Tvhere  our  new  e-> 
ilabliihments  muil  sival  old  ones  in  neighbouring  diftrids. 
*  But,  perhaps,  the  greateft  barrier  againft  houfehold  iddu- 
ifay  and  manufadure  among  us,  is  the  fcarcitj  of  &el  in 
many  parts  of  the  countr  j.  A  homaa  being  pinched  with 
coldy  when  confined  within  doors,  is  always  an  inafiive  be- 
ing. The  day-figbt,  dafkig  the  irifiter,  is  fpent  by  many 
of  the  women  and  children  in  gathering  ddlng^  as  they  call 
it|  that  is,  flicks,  furze,  or  broom,  for  fuel,  and  the  even- 
ing in  warming  their  ihivering  limbs  before  die  fcanty  fire 
which  this  produces.  Could  our  Legillators  be  conduced 
through  this  pariih  in  the  winter  months ;  could  the  Lords 
and  CommCAis,  during  the  Chriftmas  recels,  vjfit  the  cot- 
tages of  the  poor  through  thefe  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom, where  nature  hath  refufed  coal,  and  thtir  laws  have 
more  than  doubled  the  price  of  it,  this  would  be  Shake- 
fpeare*s  *'  whetefome  phyfic ;"  and  would,  more  tliaD  any 
tking  elfe,  quicken  their  invention  to  find  ways  voA  means 
rf  fuppfying  fte  place  of  the  worft  of  taxes. 
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NUMBER    XVIII. 


PARISH   OF   RATTRAY, 

(county  of  Perth,) 


My  tB§  Reih.  Mr  Jamxs  Smith. 


Namir  SttMotion^  Viilagtf  Soil,  lie. 

THE  parilh  of  Rattraj  is  faid  to  have  taken  its  name 
from  the  ancient  familj  of  Rattray ;  it  is  about  4 
mSks  long,  from  S.  to  N. ;  near  2  miles,  from  £.  to  W* ; 
lying  in  the  preftjterj  of  Dunkeld,  and  Synod  of  Perth  and 
Stirling :  Bounded  <mi  the  W.  and  S.  by  (he  water  of 
Cricht,  which  feparates  it  from  the  parilh  of  Blurgoarie  \ 
on  the  E.  and  N.  by  the  parifli  of  Benderley.  Eafter 
Bleaton,  which  belongs  to  the  pariih  of  Rattray,  lies  at  7 
miles  diftance  from*  it.  Rattray  is  a  village  containing 
nearly  aco  perfons,  who  are  mannfaAorers  of  coarfe  brown 
linen  cloth.  The  fitoation  is  plealant;  a  fine  fouthem 
expofure  above  the  river  Cricht.  The  foil,  iharp  and  dry, 
produces  good  oats  and  gfsds,  witb  fome  wheat,  the  culture 
of  which  laft  has  been  but  lately  introduced.  The  lower 
part  of  the  pariih  is  moiUy  arable ;  the  higher,  partly  ara* 
ble,  partly  pafture.  The  land  rent  is  about  L.  1600.  The  . 
inhabitants  of  the  village  are  fober  and  diligent.  There 
are  3  alehoufes  in  it  j  but  the  monb  of  the  inhabitants  (a 

few 
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lew  mdividiials  excepted)  are  not  a^bfied  by  tbem.  Aa 
the  air  is  pore,  and  the  foil  dry,  the  inhabitants  are  heal-, 
thy }  no  epidemical  dillemper  is  known. 

. 
PojmlaiiotLi'^Tbe  number  of  inhabitant^  according  to 
Dr  Webfler,  was  751.  At  preient^  500 ;  which  is.  con- 
fiderably  kis  than  when  I  knew  the  jjarilh  in.  X756«  There 
were  then  many  more  fmall  tenants  than  there  is  00 Wp  The 
ground  was  let  out  in  iinall  farms  or  pendicles,  and  many 
who  had  theie,  were  weavers ;  but  of  late,  Ibme  of  the. 
proprietors  have  let  their  ground  in  larger  fieurms,  and  many 
of  thefe  finall  tenants  have  been  removed.  The  annual 
number  of  marriages,  is  zo ;  baptifinsy  10  i  and  deaths,  ao* 
In  the  pariih  are  upwards  of  4a,  weavers,  22  of.  them  in 
the  village ;  16  feuers.  In  the  village  6  tailors,  5  ihoe* 
makers,  4  wrights,  a  fmiths,  2  mafons,  3  flax-dreflers, 
about  60  Seceders,  3  lint  miUs  for  dreffing  flaX|  a  conftder- 
able  quantity  of  which  is  raifed,  (one.  of  thefe  mills  is  foon 
to  be  turned  into  a  null  for  fpinning  cotton),  3  bleaphfields, 
2  difiillerieB. 

Cburcby  Stipend^  School^  C^^.— The  church  and  manfe 
are  old,  and  not  in  good  repair.  The  gkbe  nearly  6  a- 
cres.  The  ftipend  L.  65.  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  patron.  There 
are  5  heritors.  The  falary  of  the  fchoolmafter  is  L*  8,  6  s. 
8  d.  and  the  perquifites  amount  nearly  to  the  fame  ium  i 
the  number  of  fcholars  about  40. 

JbKtVu.*— To  the  S.  E.  of  the  village,  there  is  a  rifing 
ground,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cafile  Hill,  upon 
which  the  veftiges  of  a  very  large  building  are  to  be  feen, 
which  was  called  the  Gaille  of  Rattray,  and  was  the  refi^ 
denoe  of  the  fiunily  of  Rattray,  of  great  antiquity,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  Baronage  of  Scotland. 

About 
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A%oat  9  tmlsB^N.  of  die  viHagCi  it  Cftughall^  which  almoit 
cttitti^  5ieferiptio&.    The  hoiofe  ftamb  upon  die  point  of  se 

.  rock,  above  the  rirtt  Cricfat,  at  leaft  zoo  feet  in  height. 

'  It  was  a  place  of  ftrength.  The  river,  and  that  high  rock^ 
defended  it  upon  die  N.  and  W.  fide.  Tliere'  h  no  way  to 
it,  la^t  from  the  S.  There  are  round  towers^  at  each  iid^ 
of  the  hode,  aild  die  ivefliges  of  a  ditch. '  Above  the  river, 
S'.  E^  from  the  village,  in  a  beantiful  fituatioor,  is  a  Dmi- 
dicid -temple,  mnch  defaced,  and  many  of  the  ftones  carrieit 
oflF.  The  fiirm  opon  which  it  has  been  built,  is  cailedf 
Standing  Stones. 

•        I        • 

MifceBanermt  OBfirvntt&m.'^^Thtrt  ts  at  a  little  £flance 
firomr  Rattray,  a  eafcacfe  or  faU  of  watdr,  about  lb  feet 
high,  over  a  nigged  rock,  which  forms  a  pod  bdow,  where 
falmon  are  caught.  It  goet  by  the  name  of  the  Keith 
Filing,  and  rents  at  L.'30  a  year.  The  mode  of  fifliing 
is  carioBs:  They  make  what  they  caH  a  drifMctj  refem- 
bling  thtn  wrou^t  mortar,  v^htdr  they  throw  into  the 
pool,  to  difhirb  the  cleamefs  of  the  water.  The  lifhers 
ftand  upon  the  point  of  the  rock,  with  long  poles,  and  nets 
upon  the  end  of  them,  witb  which  they  rake  the  pool, 
and  take  up*  the  fifli.  Sportftneir  look  upon  die  water  of 
Gricht,  as  one  of  the  &ieft  riverr  for  rod^fi&idg,  both  for 
trout  and  £diAon.-^The'niofies  ate  moftlyexhaofted,  which 
aencfersfoei  ezpetofive.  Coals,  from  Dundee  and  Perth^ 
are  the  principal  foel  made  ufe  of  here,  which  tsdtes  ui^ 
much  time,  as  the  carriage  is  both  long  and  expenfive. 
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NUMBER    XIX. 


f  ARISH    ov    ARBCLACH, 
(COtJNTY  WF  NAIKNE.) 


J^  ii&#  £#v»  Mr  Doiuu>  MxTCHSu^ 


Namtj  SituatioHj  River ^  Sutface^  ISc. 

THE  oaipj^  Ar4ekcb  u  Giaelac,  And  fignifics  '  a  ftony 
'  bigb  grauod.'  Hie  parUk  «8  filiated  in  the  extre* 
mitj  of  xht  conaty  of  Ntme,  tmd  lies  S.  £•  of  fbe  town 
4if  Nttme,  in  the  pwkjttxj  of  Neane,  and  SjmoA  of 
Morsrjr*  It  is  bowided  by  Auldearn,  Naime,  Galder^ 
Moy,  Dtttbel  and  EdinkeBy,  end  reokooed  aWut  to  ar  i% 
niles  long»  and  between  7  and  8  bread,  divided  by  Find* 
bom  river,  which  is  net  navigabk ;  neither  is  theee  a  pof« 
Cbiixtj  of  sendering  it  fo^  During  the  fnmmer  months, 
foBBie  JalflEien  pais  up  from  the  fea^  feveral  nules  above  Avd- 
clacby  in  this  water.  No  other  kind  of  iUh,  bnt  trout,  is 
to  be  £0iuid  in  it.  This  river  is  n^id,  and  frequently  im- 
peffinble  every  where,  excepting  at  Dolcy  bcidl^,  on  the 
highland  road  leading  bom  Fort  George  to  Edinburgh. 
There  are  two  boats  on  this  water  within  the  parifii,  and 
one  on  the  peft  road  ^  bat  owing  either  to  the  Tnjfmanapn 
ment  of  the  boatmen,  or  teneHty  of  the  peoj^e,  mai^ 
lives  w:c  loft.    During  the  incumbency  of  &e  prelisnt  mi- 
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nifteri  no  Ida  than  23  perfona  have  been  loft  between  Dul- 
cj  bridge  and  the  ppft-road.  The  lols  of  lives  from  this 
caofe  claims  attention ;  and  the  only  method  that  can  be 
pointed  out,  to  prevent  it,  is  to  ereft  a  bridge  between  the 
two  boatSf  which  wonld  render  die  comnumication  both 
iafe  and  eaf j.  This  parifli  is  a  hilly  mountainous  diftrid, 
covered  with  heath,  and  fumiihes  little  oi  any  other  kind 
bf  pafture*  There  is  much  wood  in  it,  confifling  of  firs, 
birch,  and  what  is  called  weeping  birch,  alder,  haxel,  afh 
and  fome  oaks.  The  birch,  alder  and  afli,  are  mannfiiifta- 
red  for  labouring  utenfils.  The  woods  and  hills  abound 
with  moor-fowl,  wood-cock,  partrides,  hares,  foxes  and 
fome  deer.  The  otter  and  wild  cat  are  frequently  freii  on 
the  water's  fide. 

jtgrtcubure^  (^r.— The  quantity  of  grain  produced,  gene- 
rally fisrves  the  people ;  biit  in  the  yetixs  1782  and  1 783,  they 
fek  the  e&ds  of  theie  feafons  of  fcaroity ;  however,  none 
periflied  from  want.  The  principal  crops  are  black  and 
white  oats,  Scotch  bear,  rye  add  potatoes.  The  f<iMl  feems 
to  be  unfit  for  any  other  kinds,  being  ikallow  and  thin, 
covered  with  ftone,  with  a  hard  gravelly  bottom.  There 
js  feldom  above  the  diird  return,  and  the  crop  is  much  ex- 
pofed  to  froft.  It  is  fuppofed  lime  might  improve  the  foil; 
but  the  tenants  are  in  general  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  af- 
ford the  expence  of  it.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  dif- 
cover  fimeftoae  within,  the  parifli,  without  fuccefi.  The 
method  of  labouring  feems  to  have  undergone  little  altera- 
tion for  centuries  back.  The  farmers  ufe  the  fmall  Scotch 
plough,  drawn  by  4  or  6  blac;k  cattle,  and  a  (mall  horfes^ 
or  by  4  horfes  and  4  black  cattle.  From  the  mofl:  accurate 
accounts,  there  are  about  300  horfes,  1000  black  cattle, 
and  2000  (heep,  of  the  fmaU  Scotch  breed ;  a  larger  kind 
of  thofe  laft  have  been  tried,  but  it  is  generally  thought  a 
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mixed  breed  anfwer  be(L-***The  rental  produced  before  the 
Court  of  Teinda,  in  a  proce&  of  augmentation  in  the  jeaar 
17869  was  183  bolls  vifioal,  and  L«  543  : 8  :  5  in  monej. 
Since  that  period,  there  has  been  an  increafe  of  rent  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  parilh,  and  the  heritors  propofe  givmg 
leafes  in  general  for  19  years.  The  fole  dependence  of  the 
tenants  is  on  their  cattle.  From  their  want  of  leafes,  as 
well  as  the  barrennels  of  the  foil,  they  foond  it  their  inte- 
reft  to  rear  as  many  black  cattle  as  they  pofBbly  conld.  It 
Is  fuppofed  there  are  about  2000  acres  of  arable  land,  and 
4000  acres  confiding  of  moft  and  moor,  a  very  fmall  part 
of  which  feem9  to  be  improvable  for  corn-lands. 

Manufa&ures.r-^Tht  principal  manufadures  are  plaiden, 
which  is  reckoned  the  beft  in  the  country,  and  coarfe  tar- 
tan, with  a  kind  of  broad  cloth  and  dufBe.  Within  thefe 
j  years  wool  has  fold  at  x8s.  the  ftone*  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  raife  flax,  without  fuccefs.  There  are  no 
leis  than  5  licenfed  difiilleries,  which  are  fupplied  with 
barley  and  malt  from  the  low  country.  Their  licenfes  are 
below  L.40.  It  might  be  thought  that  the  difiilUng  of  fo 
much  whiiky,  would  be  attended  with  the  worft  of  confe- 
quences  to  the  morals  of  the  people ;  but  this  has  not  pro- 
ved to  be  the  cafe.  As  this  pariih  abounds  with  mois  for 
peatSy  and  mo&-fir,  a  confiderable  number  were  in  life  of 
making  whiiky  in  a  linuggling  way,  and  fo  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  drinking  more  than  was  proper  for  them ;  but 
fince  the  eftablifliment  of  licen&d'  diflilleries,  this  praftice 
has  been  checked,  and  the  people  are  become  more  fober 
than  formerly.  There  is  no  inn  within  the  pariih,  but  one 
at  Dulcy  bridge,  on  the  highland  road  to  Edinburgh. 

frtcis  and  Wages.^^T\i^  neareft  markets  for  butdier« 

meat  are  Forres  and  Naime,  about  12  miles  diftant  from 
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this  place,  and  meat  of  all  kinds  is  commonly  fold  there  at 
3  d.  and  fometimes  4  d.  the  pound.  Fowls  are  fold  within 
the  pariih  at  6  d.  the  loweft,  and  eggs  at  2  d.  the  dozen. 
The  wages  of  domeftic  men-fervants  are  L.  5  and  L.  6  in 
the  jear,  of  women-fervants  L.  i,  16  s.  and  L.  2.  Day-la- 
bourers have  8d.  a-day,  with  their  viftuals;  and  till  of 
late  they  were  fatisfied  with  6  d. 

« 

Population^  ^r.— The  air  appears  to  be  healthy.  Many 
ftill  alive  are  paft  70,  and  fome  paft  80  years  of  age ;  and  it 
is  faid  there  have  been  inftances  of  a  few  arriving  at  ico. 
From  the  lift  given  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  fouls 
then  was  21639  in  1781  it  was  1167^  at  prefent  ii86. 
The  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  as  18  to  20.  There 
are  4  heritors,  none  of  whom  refide.  No  DiiTenters.  Many 
perfons  emigrated  from  the  pariih  a  Ihort  time  before  the 
American  war.  There  are  no  iminhabited  honfes;  the 
houfes  in  general  are  built  of  feal,  and  of  fome  ftones  in  the 
foundation.  As  the  people  have  feveral  burying  places 
without  the  piariih,  deaths  cannot  be  ezadly  afcertained ; 
but  for  fome  years  back,  it  is  believed  they  have  not  ex«> 
ceeded  24  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  births  are  betweem 
30  and  40.  St  Anthony's  fire  is  a  difeafe  peculiar  to  the 
people  of  this  place,  both  young  and  old.  The  fmall  pox 
is  frequently  fatal  here  as  in  other  places,  and  has  been  re« 
markably  fo  this  feafon,  to  children  and  fome  advanced  in 
years.  The  moft  effedual  way  to  remove  their  prejudices 
againfl  inoculation,  would  be  for  the  heritors  to  defray  the 
ezpence  for  a  limited  period. 

» 

Churchy  Stipmdj  Poor,  School,  i^c, — ^Thc  church  is  faid 
to  have  been  built  in   1626,  and  was  rebuilt  about  30 
years  ago.     The  manfe  was  built  in  1744-     The  ilipend 
is  L.  55  :  x£  :  9  Sterling,  and  31  bolls,  3  firlots,  3  pecks  oat- 
meal. 
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meaL  The  glebe  is  between  4  and  5  acres  arable,  with 
little  grafi.  Miis  Brodie  of  Lethen  has  the  right  of  patron- 
age.— There  is  no  fond  for  the  poor,  excepting  the  weekly 
colle&ions,  which  amount  to  about  L.3  or  L.4  yearly* 
The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  is  35,  though  many  more 
might  be  added.  This  fum,  joined  to  the  coUefdons  made 
when  the  Sacrament  is  diipenfed,  fumiih  but  ajAanty  al« 
lowance.  The  ordinary  method  by  which  the  poor  in  this 
country  procure  a  fubliftence  is  by  begging.— The  fidary  of 
the  pariih  fchool  is  L.  10  Sterling,  and  the  number  of  icho- 
lars  in  winter  is  about  40.  There  is  befides  a  Society 
fchool  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  pariih,  for  reading  and  wri- 
ting, where  the  number  of  children  this  winter  have  been 
upwards  of  40,  and  another  called  a  Spinning*fchool,  to 
which  Miis  Brodie  joi  Lethen  pays  about  half  the  falary, 
the  reft  is  paid  by  the  Society,  making  in  all  L.  10  Ster- 
ling, Mils  Brodie  likewife  gives  the  perfons  who  have 
tharge  of  this  fchool  fuel  gratis. 
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NUMBER    XX. 


P-A  RISK    OF    UDNY» 

(county   of   ABERDEEN.) 


dy  tii  i?#v*  Afr  John  Ro^k* 


» •"  •     9  ' 


Situation^  Surface^  Soilf  find  Minerals* 


'nn  H£  parifli  of  Udnj  was  an  ereftioo  from  the  neighboor* 
•  ing  pariflies  of  Logie  Buchan,  Ellooi  Tarves,  and 
Foveraiiy  in  the  end  of  the  x$tbf  or  beginnbg  of  the  17^1 
centnry.  One  eftate  pajs  ftipend  to  the  minifier  of  Logie 
Bachan,  and  five  ellates  to  the  minifter  of  Ellon ;  d  full 
.  evidence  that  thefe  ellates  were  taken  off  theiie  two  pa- 
ri(hes.  It  is  fituated  in  the  county  and  Sjnod  of  Aberdeen^ 
and  preftjtery  of  Ellon.  In  extent  5  computed  miles 
f^iare.    It  is  bounded  on  the  N«  and  N.  W«  by  fbc  parilb 
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of  Tarves ;  on  the  W.  bj  Bonrde  ;  on  the  S.  W.  by 
Kiethhall ;  on  the  S.  by  Newmacher ;  on  the  S.  £•  by 
Belhelvie ;  on  the  £•  by  Foveran ;  on  the  N.  £•  by  Logie 
Buchan  and  EUon.  The  general  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try is  pretty  flat,  with  fmall  eminences  or  little  hills,  co- 
vered with  fhort  grals.  The  foil  is  in  general  a  deep  loam, 
with  a  confiderabk  proportion  of  wet  ground,  partly  on  a 
clay  bottom.  There  are  finall  Qreams  of  water  in  the  val- 
leys, from  which  the  lands  riiie  gently  on  each  fide,  and 
are  tolerably  fertile.  The  air  is  healthy.  Agues  are  fcarcdy 
known.  There  are  quarries  of  granite  for  building,  and 
abundance  of  ftones  in  the  fields.  At  Pitmedden  there  is 
a  Emeftone  quarry,  which  was  formerly  wrought,  but  now 
di&ontinued,  on  account  of  water  breaking  in  upon  it. 
Upon  the  Mains  of  Udny,  is  another.  The  lime  is  fold  at 
I  s.  4f  d.  the  boU  flacked  lime,  confifting  of  4  firlots,  3a 
Stirling  pints  in  each.  The  demand  for  thb  lime,  will  be 
prindpally  from  the  diftrifl  of  Garioch,  where  they  have 
no  Vme-quarries.  The  Englifli  fliell  lime  fold  at  New- 
burgh  at  2  s.  8  d.  the  boll,  yielding  3  bolls  flacked,  is  found 
by  the  farmers  here  to  be  much  cheaper. 

Po^dlitf  io».— The  numbers  of  the  people,  according  to 
Dr  Webfter,  were  X322.  The  amount  of  the  pre&nt  po- 
pulation, in  January  1791,  is  1137  fouls  \  of  whom,  57X' 
imales,  566  females. 
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BirtiSf  Marriages f  and  Burials ^  for  the  la/l  Jive  ^^ars. 


Birtb*. 

Marrkje*. 

Boritli. 

TCan. 

Malei.     Female*. 

Sum. 

Parilbionen.    Straagm 

1786 

ZI 

7 

z8 

6 

XI 

20 

1787 

13 

»3 

26 

6 

7 

9 

1788 

8 

za 

20 

6 

15 

13 

1789 

7 

7 

»4 

»5 

zo 

»7  . 

X790 

14 

IZ 

as 

6 

»7 

19 

I    53     I     50     I  103  I       39       I        60      I       78 

Average,  20.  |  Aver.  18.  |      Average,  Z2. 

Bj  the  above  M,  the  annual  average  of  births,  is  20. 
But  as  parents  fometimeB  negled  the  regiftrating  their 
childrens  names,  it  may  be  called  2-1. 

Probably  3  more  may  be  adde4  to  the  average  of  bu- 
rlab,  on  account  of  fome  parifliioners  here  being  buried  in 
different  churclL-yards  ;  fo  that  the  annual  average  of 
deaths,  of  parifhioners,  is  15. 

The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age,  is  about 
202  ^  from  70  to  80,  about  23 ;  from  80  to  90,  5.  986 
are  of  the  Eflablifhed  Church ;  Z07  Epifcopalians ;  35  Se« 
ceders ;  4  Quakers  ;  and  j  Roman  Catho^cs•  Number  of 
inhabited  houfes,  259 ;  about  4-f-  perfons  to  each.  No  towns 
nor  villages.  There  are  xx  heritors,  2  of  whom  only  re- 
fide  'y  9  flioemakers,  xo  fmiths,  4  tailor:?,  7  wrights,  4 
weavers,  2  mafons,  i  flater,  who  are  employed  in  work- 
ing for  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih,  have  crofts  of  land, 
and  are  confequently  in  part  occupied  in  hnfbandry*  The 
other  inhabitants  are  farmers,  and  their  fubtenants.  The 
population  feems  to  be  le(s  than  it  was  fome  years  ago. 
In  1768,  there  were  about  zix6,  above  7  years  of  age;  in 
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1780,  1034;  in  January  1791,  only  900.  As  peats  and 
turf  are  the  ufual  fuel,  I  afcribe  this  diminution  to  the  ma- 
terials becoming  fcarcer ;  from  which  feveral  of  the  fub- 
tenants  have  removed  to  the  neighbouring  parifties,  and 
particularly  to  Aberdeen,  where  the  different  manufadures 
cftablilhed  there,  afford  them  occupadon.  The  proportion 
of  annual  births,  taking  the  average  of  5  years  to  the 
whole  population,  January  1791  is  asitoja  nearly;  of 
annual  marriages,  as  i  to  142 ;  of  annual  deaths,  as  i  to 
76.  In  autumn  1790,  a  putrid  ulcerous  fore  throat,  in 
this  and  fome  neighbouring  parishes,  proved  fatal  to  many, 
as  appears  by  the  above  lift  of  burials  for  that  year. 

Agricuburef  lie. — ^The  late  proprietor  of  the  lands  of 
TJdny,  who  was  one  of  the  Commifiioners  of  Excife,  was 
perhaps  the  firft  gentleman  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
who  raifed  abundant  crops  of  red  clover  and  turnips  upon 
his  fields.    His  £irm  here,   of  above  400  acres,  he  im- 
proved at  a  very  confiderable  expence.     From  200  to  250 
acres  are  inclofed  by  a  neat  ftone  fence,  two  rows  of  elms 
or  beeches,  and  a  hawthorn  hedge.     He  reared  riding 
horfes  of  an  excellent  breed,  and  cattle  of  a  much  larger 
file  than  fuch  as  were  in  this  country  formerly.     Ten  or 
twelve  cattle  were  ufually  fattened  by  the  turnips,  and  fold 
for  the  Aberdeen  market  yearly. — The  refiding  heritors 
occupy  part  of  their  own  grounds,  on  which  they  are  car- 
rying on  improvements.     One  of  them  has  a  fmall  farm  in 
excellent  order,  producing  abundant  crops  of  grain,  fown 
grafs,  and  tymips  of  an  excellent  fort,  and  early.     Ano- 
ther heritor,  who  occaiionally  reiides,   has  improved  hii 
eftat6  at  a  confiderable  expence.     It  is  now  inclofed  by 
ilone  fences,  and  produces  abundant  crops  of  grain,  and 
large  quantities  of  hay.     The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is 
L. 5831  Scots*,  the  real  rent,  about  L.  2iqo  or  L. 2200 
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,  *   • 

Sterling,  partly  paid  ia  vidual,  partly  in  money.  Infield 
land,  in  fmall  parcels,  lets  at  L.  i  the  boll's  fowing  -,  mea- 
dow, at  73*  or  8s.;  outfield,  from  is.  to  48.;  but  in 
large  Earms,  the  rent  is  not  near  fo  high.  The  lands  are  in 
general  uninclofed.  Property,  in  land,  has  not  ihifted 
much  for  fome  time.  Thirty  years  purchafe,  when  the 
eftate  is  low  rented,  is  the  common  price.  Barley,  oats^ 
peafe,  turnip^,  potatoes,  clover  and  rye  grais,  with  fmall 
quantities  of  lint,  are  the  produdions  of  the  parifh.  There 
are  very  few  trees.  At  ELnapomay,  and  upon  the  Mains 
of  Udny,  are  fome  inclofures  of  Scotch  fir,  fit  for  nfe.  At 
Udny,  are  aflies,  elms,  beeches,  and  planes,  of  confiderabk 
fize.  Thofe  few  proprietors  who  refide  in  the  parifh^.  and 
12  or  13  of  the  farmers,  have  fields  of  fown  grais  and  tor-* 
nips.  They  purchafe  lime  for  their  grounds,  and  have  a 
proper  rotation  of  crops ;  but  among  all  the  others,  the 
old  mode  of  Carming  prevails,  vi^.  Each  year  they  manure 
with  the  dung  of  their  cattle  one  third  of  what  is  called 
infield  ground,  in  which  bear  is  fown ;  then  follow  two 
fncceflive  crops  of  oats,  by  which  means  the  ground  is  never 
cleaned  of  weeds.  They  fold  their  cattle  on  the  outfields, 
and  take  3  or  4  fucceflive  crops  of  oats.  The  great  pro* 
duce  of  the  parifh  is  oats,  made  into  meal  by  the  farmers  ; 
part  of  it  is  paid  in  rent  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  and 
the  remainder  fold  at  Aberdeen.  Much  more  grain  is  pro- 
duced in  the  parilh  than  is  annually  confumed  in  it.  The 
farms  are  univerlally  thirled  to  a  mill,  and  obliged  to  pay^ 
fome  the  zith  or  zith,  many  the  i6th  or  aoth  part  of  the 
produce  to  the  tackfman  of  the  mill,  whether  the  corns 
are  carried  to  the  mill  or  not.— Formerly  there  were  80 
ploughs  in  the  parifii.  Ten  or  twelve  oztn  were  then  ge« 
nerally  ufed  in  a  plough.  Horfes  being  feldom  ufed,  un^ 
lefs  during  fpring,  after  a  fevere  winter ;  the  farmers  fome* 
times  then  yoked  their  horfes  in  a  plough.    Now  there  are 
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about  lo  fiumera  iii  the  parifli,  who  ftill  ofe  xo  oxen  in 
the  plough  I  lo  or  II  fanners^  ufe  6  or  8  ozeD.  The  o^ 
ther  ploughs  are  drawn  bj  4  horfes.  or  by  1  or  4  cattle, 
with  %  horfes  going  before  them.  There  are  aboat  87 
^oug^  in  the  parifliy  in  all. — Very  few  iheep  are  kept}' 
not  having  eztenfire  paftorage  fbr  them.  The  fanners 
find  it  more  profitable  to  rear  cattle.  Thej  all  have  cows ; 
and  the  butter  of  this  parifh  has  been  long  famoos  for  its 
excellent  qualitj.  It  is  generally  fold  in  the  Aberdeen 
market  at  8  d.  die  pound,  28  ounces  Averdupois  for  die' 
pound ;  of  fidted  for  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  at  that 
price.  The  eheefe  is  fold  there,  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  the  ftooei 
a8  pounds  Englifli  the  flone.  Cows  of  a  middling  iize, 
generally  yield  of  milk  from  6  to  8  Scotch  pints  the  day« 
and  their  produce  for  a  feafon  (f .  t.  butter  and  cheefe)  may 
be, reckoned  in  value,  from  L.  2  to  L.  3  Sterling,  from 
each  cow.  Some  farmers  have  cows  of  a  lar^r  fise,  which 
give  from  10  to  ix  or  X2  Scotch  pints  in  the  day.  One 
keeps  14  large  cows,  the  milk  of  which,  after  the  cream 
is  taken  off,  is  fent  every  day  to  Aberdeen,  (8  miles  di- 
ftant),  and  fold  from  x  d.  to  i^  d.  the  Scotch  pint.  The 
butter  made  from  diefe  cows,  was  2  ilone  weight  the  week, 
and  fold  at  9d.  the  pound.-— Oats  are  fown  in  the  month 
of  Match,  and  firft  part  of  April,  and  reaped  in  September 
and  Odober.  Bear  is  fown  in  April,  and  firft  part  of  May, 
reaped  the  end  of  Angaft  and  month  of  September.  Tur« 
nips  are  fown  in  the  middle,  or  towards  the  end  of  June| 
and  ufed  during  winter.  The  parifh  does  much  more  than 
fupply  itfelf  in  provifions,  bdides  meal  and  bear.  Fat  cat* 
de,  a  few  flieep,  poultry,  chiefly  beds  and  ducks,  are  fold 
at  Aberdeen. 

Prices^  Wages f  Fuely  Eamtngi^  t^r.— The  price  of  a  hen 

oc  duck  b  from  S^d.  to  rod. ;  eggs  3 d.  and  4 d»  the  dozen, 
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and  {bmetimes  5  d.  or  6  d.  The  day's  wages  of  a  labourer 
'm  nuibasdry  are  9  d.  in  fummery  and  7  d.  in  winter,  or  in. 
fummer  6  d.  with  viftuals ;  of  a  carpenttr  i  s.  mafon  I  s.. 
6d.  tailor  6d.  with  his  t^ifiuals^  The  ufual  wages  of  a. 
tnan-fervant  employed  in  hulbandry  are  L.  5  a-year,  whea 
hired  far  harvefl  L.  i,  xqs.  Sterling ;.  of  a  woman-fervant 
ire  from.L.  2,  5  s.  to  L*  2,  10  s*  Sterling  a-year,  when  hi« 
ted  for  harveft  16  s.  8  d.  ori8s.  4d.  receiving  their  vie- 
tsab  in  the  houfe.  The  farmers  are  obliged  to  hire  fer- 
vants.  for  the  whole  harvefl,  as  day-labourers  cannot  be 
procured.  The  wages  of  a  man  in  harveft  for  a  day  are  i  s. 
with  his  viAoals.  The  fuel  generally  ufed  is  peat  or  turf. 
The  cafiingy  drying  their  peat  and  turf,  and  driving  thenif 
eitoploy  the  farmers  fervants  and  horfes  during  a.  great  part 
of  die  iiimmez,  and  prove  a  great  obftaole  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  grounds.  The  farmess  are  San  from  being, 
in  comfortable  circumftances.  Few  of  them  have  at  firft 
money  for  purchafing  a  fufficient  ftock.  of  cattle,,  and  are  ne- 
ver able  to  improve  them*  By  following  the  old  mode  of 
farming,  as  above,  mentioned,,  though  they  work  hard  a^ 
long  with  their  fervants,  and  live  with  great  fobriety,  they 
can  fcarcely  pay  their  rents,  and  the  wages  of  their  fer- 
vants, which  have  of  late  rifen  fully  one-thixd  more  than  15. 
or  20  y^ars  ago.  The  women  and  children  are  employed 
in  working  {lockings  for  the  xnanufadurers  in.  Aberdeen. 
They  or  their  fervants  co^ie  once,  a-fortnight  to  different, 
parts  of  the  parifl^  give  wool  to  be  fpun,  and  work^  on. 
the  wires  into  (lockings.  A  woman  gains  from  i  s.  6  d.  to 
2  s.  a-week.  Some  few  fpin  lint,,  by  which  a  little  more 
may  be  gained.  It  is  not  eafy  precifely  to  a&extain  the 
ezpence  of  a  common  labourer  when  married.  He  has  a. 
boll's  fowing  or  two  from  the  tenant ;  it  is  plowed  to  him , 
his  oow  kept  in  fhmmer  with  the  faumer's  cattle ;  and  tiie 
ftraw  of  his  com  from,  his  croft  maintains  the  cow  during 
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"^vinlen  He  lias  fibertj  to  caft  tarf  for  himfelf,  and  fometimes 
m  ftw  peats.  He  works  to  the  farmer  in  harveft,  attends 
the  plough  during  winter  and  fpring,  at  which  time  he  ei- 
ther receives  his  viduals  in  the  fiurmer's  houfe,  or  has  al- 
lowed him  2  pecks  of  oat-meal  ^-week.  What  time  he 
has  to  fpare  in  fummer,  from  Whitfunday  to  harveft,  he 
works  for  day's  wages  to  different  perfons.  His  wife  and 
children  weave  fiockings,  as  above  mentioned,  until  the 
hoys  are  fit  for  herding  cattle.  What  is  thus  earned,  if  he 
and  fais  wife  are  indolhious,  and  his  hmVij  keep  in  health, 
maintains  them  in  a  fober  way.  Oat*mea],  cabbages, 
greens,  potatoes,  whey,  and  fometimes  part  of  the  milk  pf 
lus  cow,  are  their  daily  fare.  Beer  or  ale  they  can  feldom 
tafte.  One  great  hardfhip  is,  that  after  having  improved 
his  fmall  croft,  it  is  fometimes  taken  from  him.  He  pof- 
fefles  it  only  from  year  to  year,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to 
remove  from  place  to  plaoe. 

« 

Stipend,  Churchy  School  and  P.a^. — The  vahie  of  the  & 
ving,  converting  the  meal  paid  in  (Hpend  at  10  s.  the  boll, 
the  barley  at  I2  8.  and  the  glebe  at  the  common  rent  of 
ground  here,  is  about  L.  70  or  L.  71  Sterling.    Mr  Udny 
«)f  Udny  is  patron.    The  church  was  at  firft  built  about 
1600,  was  pardy  rebuilt  in  1760,  and  received  a  partial  r^ 
paration  in  1786,  but  is  by  hsc  tcK)  fmall  for  the  acconmi(>- 
dation  of  the  parifli.    A  new  manfe  was  built  in  X759» 
and.  was  confiderably  enlarged  and  repaired  in  1781.    A 
new  fehool-houfe  was  erefted  in  1786.— The  ibhocrfmafter'a 
ialary  18  L.  XX' Sterling.    There  are  generally  from  30  t6r 
40  fcholars,  and  at  prefent  xx  boarders,  at  13  guineas  4- 
year,  for  board  and  education.-*The  number  of  poor  is 
from  2Q  to  2^.    None  of  them  go  about  as  beggars,  but 
we  have  a  confiderable  number  of  fuch  from  Aberdeen  and 
fMighboorisg  places.    The  anaual  s^poont  of  tbe  funds  iist 
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tbeir  relief  is  from  L.  28  to  L.  309  arifipg  from  fijtne  imdK 
xnordficatioQSy  and  the  dues  of  mortploths  \  )}ut  pnncipdl j- 
from  the  coUe£tioii8  in  the  church. 

MiftiOaneoMS  Obfervations. — ^The  people  in  this  parifli  ar^ 
ibberi  induftrious,  and  feemingly  contented  with  their  iituaf 
tion  t  jet  there  are  many  things  which  would  contribute  to 
better  their  circumflai»ce8.  In  particular,  the  taking  off 
the  duty  on.coals^  by  which  they  could  fupply  themfelvcs 
with  fuel,  with  much  lefs  labour  and  expence,  and  be  able 
to  empby  the  fununer  in  bringing  lime,  and  indofing 
their  fields ;  whereas  at  prefent  the  fummer  is  wafted  in 
procuring  peats  and  turf.  The  high  diities  on  malt  and 
leather,  fall  heavy  on  thofe  who  have  large  families.  If 
the  proprietors  of  eflates,  infUad  of  tslkJXkg  grajjiiani  at  thf 
end  of  19  years,  by  which  their  tenants  are  impoveriihed| 
would  aik  a  moderate  rife  of  rent,  give  thttm  lottg  leafai 
encouragement  for  building  tolerable  houfes  and  indofing 
^eir  grounds  abolifh.  the  multures  at  miUs,  fo  that  pay- 
ment could  only  be  exafied  for  work,  and  oblige  the  te- 
nants to  fubfet  their  ground  to  fubtenants  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  and  if  the  public  roads,  which  are  eaneed* 
ingly  bad,'  were  under  better  management,  and  kept  in 
proper  repair,  the  fituation  of  all  ranks  wotild  be  confider- 
ably  improved.-— None  have  died  from  want ;  nor  have 
murders,  fuioides,  or  atrocious  crimes  been  committed  for 
many  years  psift.  None  have  been  banifbed  from  the  pa- 
^riihi  nor  obliged  to  leave  it  for  want  of  employment,  aa 
Ihere  is  a  fcarcity  of  hands  iot  work  in  hqfl^dry.  Such 
IP  hayto  removed,  h»ve  had  a  view  of  b<»tter  encourage- 
ment a|  Aberdeen,  or  in  the  neighbouring  parULtt. 
Crops  178a  and  1783,  being  very  deficient,  many  of  the 
&rn)ers.  were  then  obliged  to  difpofe  of  their  oxen  \,  an4 
^?y  bsT«  9<a  yet  recovered,  the  lols  then  fiiftainedi  t»w 
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been  able  to  keep  fo  good  cattle,  or  fnch  a  number  of  them 
as  fiirmerly.  Crop  1782,  from  want  of  fimlhine  to  ripen 
it,  and  by  intenfe  firoft  and  inb#,  which  came  on  befiyre  it 
pould  be  cut  down,  yns  exceedingly  deficient.  The  inha- 
bitants of  this  pariih  booght  bear  and  peafe  imported  at  A-^ 
berdeen,  by  which,  widi  thdk'  dWH  icanty  crop,  they  fup- 
ported  themlelves.  The  church^feffion  purchaiied  fome  meal 
and  grain«  wbicb  they  canfed  make  .into  meal)  this  was 
ibid  in  finall  quantities,  to  the  pooreft  of  the  pariihionefs. 
Thirty  bdls  of  meal,  and  1  boUs  of  peafe,  granted  by  Go* 
vernment  in  1783,  proved  a  ufiefol  and  feafiooabfe  ihpply  to 
many,  £0  that  no  perfon  died  for  want ;  but,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  many  of  the  fisumerB  were  confideraUy 
^mpoveriihed  by  thefe  two  deficient  crops« 
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Situation,  Surface,  Soil,  ifc. 

ORmistoun  paxiih  b  lituated  on  the  weft  Hurts  of  tbe 
county  of  Eaft  Lothian,  in  the  prefbjterj  of  Dal* 
keithy  and  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddak.  Its  form  is 
very  irregolar,  refembling  in  fome  meafure  a  horfe's  (hoe, 
winding  about  the  parifli  of  Pencaidand  on  the  N.  W.  and 
S.  The  length  is  about  5  miles,  the  breadth  very  diffe- 
rent at  difierent  places,  being  from  3  miles  to  about  half  a 
VfdUw  Jt  IS  bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Tranent  on  the  N. 
by  Pencaitland  on  the  £.  by  Humbie  on  the  S.  and  by  Cran- 
fion  on  the  W«  The  appearance  of  the  country  in  general 
is  flat.  It  is  indoied  with  hedges  of  white  thorn,  mixed 
with  fweet  briar,  honeyfuckle  and  hedge-row  trees.  A 
ftranger  entering  the  pariih,  is  apt  to  miftake  it  for  Eng- 
land. In  general  the  foil  is  wet  and  late,  but  the  air  is  dry 
and  thefituation  healthy ;  no  prevailing  diftempers.  Freeftone 
is  fcarce,  and  what  is,  is  very  coarfe«  Limeftone  in  abun- 
dance. 
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Amce.    We  have  one  coal*iDine»  ezceUent  ia  its  qualitj,. 
the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetouo. 

Agricukttri^  Ei?<?«— Beft  lands  let  from  L.  i,  xos.  tt>  L*-ir 
153.  the  acre.  In  genera),  there '.  are  but  few  cattle  bred 
here,  except  what  the  imoners  faaye  occafion  for  in  die 
working  of  their  ^urms,  which  they  labour  moffly  with 
horfes.  The  cattle  they  do  breed  are  excellent,  both-  horfea 
and  cows...  Every  farmer  fnppfies  hb  ftbck  of  horfes  from. 
Ids  own  breeding  mares,  which  he  covets  with  ftrong  made 
fiallions  from  the  north  of .  England,  of .  die  drai^ht  kind  v 
and  fomettmes' with'  ftrong  nuide  horfes  of  the  road  oi  hunt* 
ing  kind*  One  farmer  heret  thinks .  the  beft.  breed  comes 
from  a  flout  blood  fiallion  with  his  own  working  mares. 
Our  cows  are  a  mixture  of  the  Holdenieis  kind,  with  that 
of  this  country.  They  are  ihort  homed  and  haadfame, 
fatten  well,  and  give  much  milk.  We  have  had  frequent 
inftances  of  20  Scotch  pints  ia  the  day.  That  quantity  in* 
deed  is  rather  extraordinary,  but  from  xo  to^  xj.  ia  com^ 
mon.  Fiovifions  of  all  kinds,,  fiih  excepted^  abound  in  this. 
pariih ;  and  befides,  it  fends  out  fupplies  to  die  metropolis^ 
and  nei^bouring  towns. — ^We  fow  in  die  months  of  March^ 
April  and  Ma^,  and  generally  begin  ta  reap  in  the  firft 
week  of  Sieptember..  There  are  employed  in  the  pariih  at 
pre£ent  about  25  ploughs.  The  farmers  deal  much  in  thei 
different  kinds  of  fown  grais,  viz.  clovers,  rye-grais,  tre«- 
foil,  rib-grals,  firft  for  hay,  and  then  for  pafture.  The 
ploughs  in  general  are  of  Smsdl's  conftrudion.  The j  have 
a  caft  yetland  mould-broadt  which  is  curved,  and  about  ± 
inch  thick  at  the  under  edge,  tapering  iqMvards*  to  about 
\  inch  at  d^e  higher  edge*  They  have  plated  or  winged 
fbcks  of  iron,  ftioes  and  earth-board,  of  the  iame  metal^ 
with  a  kneed  coulter*  Some  have-  a  chain  fixed  to  thifr^ 
zander  fide  of  the  beam  behind,  and  ta  the  muuje  befbsei^ 
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by  whifih  Am  pkm^  »  dmABd.  A  well  iaad«  impiMt^ 
Scotch  ploagh  is  alfo  nfbd  kgr^e  fiarmen  hero.  Boib  ia^ 
ftniments  pezfonn  ivdl  in  the  hands  of  a  Ikilfiil  plough* 
many  who  ttdus  cave  to  ap^jr  them  to  foils  to  which  they 
ace  adaptrd.^-The  Earl  of  Hopetoon  has  valuable  woods 
in  this  pariih,  confiftiBg  of  aboot  70  Scotch  acres. 

jPe^MfosoAw— It  does  not  appear  that  the  pepolation  of 
this  parifli  has  either  been  psMch  iacrei^ed  or  diminished 
fer  at  leaft  100  years  paft.  The  retnm  to  ])r  Webfter  was 
8io.  Tfatoi  are  at  preibnt  193  families^  132  married  wo* 
men,  398  abe^e  7  years  of  age,  and  141  below  7  years  of 
age.  The  amoont  of  die  whole  864,  iadnding  all  feda- 
rifts*  The  annual  avesage  of  births  for  10  years,  begin- 
ning with  1709,  is  a6;  for  10  years,  beginning  with  1734, 
is  US;  and  fi»r  10  jwars,  beginning  1775,  is  17.  If  the 
idea  were  joft,  *  That  the  population  of  any  diftrift  or 
'  country  may  be  known  with^  fufficient  accuracy,  by  mnl* 
<  tiptying  the  births  by  a6,*  the  prefent  population  of  this 
parifli  would  be  70^,  but  which  is  161  lels  than  it  really 
is.  Mttlt^ying  our  births  by  3a,  correfponds  with  the 
ftate  oS  our  population  as  near  as  can  be.  MuldpTying  the 
l^rths  by  a6,  may  pethaps  a&ertain  the  population  of  large 
cities  and  manufodunng  towns,  which  are  always  unfe- 
Vourable  to  the  rearing  of  children ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it 
cannot  be  applied  with  exadne^  to  healthy  fituations  in 
die  country.  In  general,  throughout  Scotland,  it  is  not  a 
i^gifler  of  births  that  is  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  parifli^ 
but  a  tegifter  of  bapdfms.  On  thb  account,  diildren  who 
are  not  bapdied  ^  federal  are  not)  are  not  regiftered. 
Children  aMb,  whofe  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to 
pay  the  dues  to  the  ckrk,  are  generally  not  regifiere  j ;  fe 
tfttt  from  ftefe,  and  various  other  drcumflances,  I  am  fiur 
from  tbi^ung  that  die  regifter  of  bapdCmt  in  Scodand-is 
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M  be  depended  lipoti^  far  bringing  dot  tA  tssBi  ftate  of  the 
popnladon  of  our  cotmtrjr.  A  ftw  perfons  have  emigra- 
ted in  qoeft  of  better  encouragement.  There  are  193  in- 
habited bonfesy  and  the  number  of  perfons  at  an  arerage  to 
each  honfe  is  4i. 

Prim  and  Wages. — ^Thc  prifcc  of  beef,  niutton,  pork  and 
Iamb  50  or  60  years  agor,  was  from  i^d.  to  afd.  the  Dutch 
pound.  Few  calves  are,  or  ever  were  fed  in  diis  parifli. 
Other  articles  were  proportionably  low.  The  prefent  ave- 
rage price  of  beef,  mutton,  poris.  and  lamb^  througbont  the 
year,  is  about  3fd.  Wheat  and  other  grain  has  advanced  faigb 
this  year ;  but  the  average  price  is,  tvheat  L.  i,  i  s.  the  boll, 
barley  178.  oats  14  s.  andpeafe  12  s.  In  hufl^andryi  die 
wages  of  labourers,  by  the  day,  are  from  9  d.  to  x  s. ;  of 
Wrights,  I  s*  4  d. ;  of  brick-layers  and  mafons,  from  x  s.  8  d. 
to  X  s.  xo  d.  \  tailors,  fmiths  and  weavers  have  not  advan- 
ced their  wages  fo  high  &s  others  mentioned  above.  Com-  . 
mon  labourers,  when  married,  receive  the  fame  veages  with 
thofe  mentioned  above.  If  the  man  is  fortunate  in  having 
k  frugal  and  indudf ions  wife,  he  is  able  to  maintain  and  e<* 
ducate  his  family  very  well. 

VUlage  of  Ormiftoun. — ^The  village  of  Ormifronn  is  the 
only  one  in  this  parifh  which  deferves  the  name.  It  cott- 
t^ns  between  500  and  6go  perfons,  who  enjoy  almoft  eve- 
ty  natural  and  moral  advantage  for  domeflic  comfort.  In 
tefpeft  of  healch,  the  fituation  is  vtiy  favourable.  The 
village  flands  upon  gravel,  and  coniifls  chiefly  of  two  rows 
of  houfes  of  two  florics,  the  one  fronting  the  fouth,  and  the 
other  the  north,  wirh  a  broad  airy  fireet  between  them. 
In  the  middle  of  the  fireet  is  a  crofs,  of  which  there  is  no 
tradition ;  but  from  its  ancient  appearance,  it  is  evidentily  a 
relick  of  Popery.    The  houfes  on  botli  fides  of  the  ftreet 
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are  (heltered  hj  trees,  which  grow  in  the  hedge-rows  of 
the  adjacent  inclofures,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  prevent  a 
free  circulation  of  air*  Of  this  laft  circumftance  the  £arl 
of  Hopetoun  is  fo  attentive,  as  to  give  orders  to  thin  his 
trees  when  they  are  hurtful  to  the  inhabitants.  This  is 
chiefljr  a  farming  village.  Though  Attempts  have  been 
made,  the  linen  manufafhire  never  fucceeded  here.  At  pre« 
fent  we  have  two  diiUlleries,  and  a  ftarch-work>  employ-- 
ing  between  30  and  40  hands. 

AfUiquities* — On  the  top  of  Dodridge  Law,  the  higheil 
ground  in  this  pariih,  about  2  miles  S.  from  the  church, 
there  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  what  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  Roman  camp.  But  the  late  Dr  Henry  of  Edinburgh 
ieemed  rather  to  think  it  Daniih. 

Eminent  Men. — This  parifli  gave  birth  to  the  Cockbums 
of  Ormliloun,  a  Protefiant  family  at  the  Reformation,  and 
Whig  afterwards.  Cockbum,  Lord  Judice- Clerk,  was  e- 
minent  as  a  judge  and  lawyef .  John,  his  fon  and  fuccefibr, 
no  lefs  fo  as  a  fiatefman  and  patriotic  reprefentative  of  his 
country  in  the  Union  Parliament,  and  in  feveral  fucceeding. 
Parliaments.  He  was  for  a  confiderable  time  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty.  In  this  high  ftation  he  difiinguiihed 
himfelf  by  his  abilities  and  attention  in  promoting  the  ge- 
neral commerce  of  Britain,  and  preferving  unfullied  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  Britiih  Flag.  About  the  year  1740,  he  reti* 
red  from  public  buiinefs,  to  fettle  on  his  own  eftate,  which 
he  coniiderably  improved,  but  to  which  he  did  not  confine 
his  attention ;  for  wherever  his  prefence  was  neceSary  to 
excite  a  fpirit  of  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the  linen 
manufaflure,  there  you  found  Mr  John  Cockbum.  He 
contributed  to  ered  the  firfl  bleachfield  in  Scotland ;  and 
it  was  by  his  example  and  influence,  that  the  firft  vigorous 
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exertions  were  made  in  the  making  and  repairing  of  high 
roads  in  this  neighbourhood.  Thus,  from  feeble  begin- 
nings, ^orks  of  public  utility  became  general  through  the 
county. 

Mifcellaneous  ObJirvations.^^Tht  people  in  gener^  are 
ceconomicali  but  for  their  circumilances  have  rather  too  ex- 
penfive  a  tafte^-^Propertj  in  land  has  been  more  fixed  in 
this  pariih  than  in  molt  others.     The  eftate  of  Ormiftoun 
has  only  once  changed  its  proprietor  for  feveral  hundred 
years.     In  the  year  17479  the  late  Earl  of  Hopetoun  being 
then  proprietor  o{  three  farms  in  the  parifh,  purchafed  the 
-whole,  fo  the  prefent  Earl  is  now   fole  heritor  and  pa- 
tron of  the  pariih.     The  roads  in  general  are  in  bad  repair, 
and  fome  bridges  are  wanted.     The  badneis  of  our  roads, 
however,  b  not  owing  to  careleflhefe,  but  to  the  deepnels 
of  the  foil,  and  the  fcarcity  of  proper  materials  for  repair- 
ing them.     I  defpair  of  feeing  them  much  altered  for  the 
better,  till  a  proper  turnpike- law  is  obtained. — In  the  fcah- 
ty  years  of  1782  and  1783,  the  poor  no  doubt  fufPered; 
but  from  the  humanity  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoim,  not  fo 
much  as  might  have  been  apprehended. — ^Near  the  village  of 
Ormiftoun,  on  the  fouth,  is  a  bridge  of  two  arches,  built 
many  years  ago  over  the  Tyne,  a  very  fmall  river  indeed 
at  this  place,  but  by  additions  ^hich  it  receives  in  its  courfe 
to  the  German  Ocean,  which  it  enters  about  20  miles  N. 
£.  from  Ormiftoun,  near  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Hading- 
ton,  it  is  greatly  increafed.     Its  fource  is  about  8  miles 
fouthward  in  the  moor  of  Middleton,  a  high  ground,  and 
conneded  with  hiUs  of  confiderable  extent  and  Might.-— 
The  year  1735  or  1736  was  marked  by  a  confiderable 
land-flood.     In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  day  was  ftill, 
4Uid  clear  fun-ftiine,  not  a  drop  of  rain  having  fallen  cithtx 
^  that  day  or  the  preceding,  a  fea  of  water  came  roUing 
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along  the  plain»  thrpu|^  vrhich  the  Tjae  ruiUy  covering 
the  adjacent  fields  with  about  3  feet  depdi  of  water.  It 
certainly  proceeded  from  a  water-fpout,  falling  on  the  high 
grounds^  near  the  fource  of  the  river.  The  fudden.melt* 
ing  of  fhowy  and  heavy  fiedls  of  rain,  are  alio  firequentljr  the 
jcauie  of  floods  in  our  river )  but  the  valley  being  fiat,  little 
damage  is  doiie.p-»Iii  the  month  of  September  1787,  I  ob- 
fervedi  between  zi  and  i%  o'clock  at  night,  a  complete 
rainbow ;  the  moon  fliining  bright  in  the  eaft ,  no  wind ;  a 
little  rain  gently  falling  in  the  weft,  and  the  arch  appear* 
ing  between  me  and  the  rain.  The  colours  were  variega* 
tedy  but  all  fait^c.— In  Lord  Hopetoun's  garden  at  Ormi- 
ftouh  Hally  there  is  a  remarkable  yew  ,tree«  Its  trunk  is 
z  X  feet  in  circumference,  and  15  feet  in  length ;  the  diameter 
of  the  ground  overfpread  by  its  branches  is  53  feet ;  and 
there  is  about  the  20th  part  of  an  Engliih  acre  covered  by 
it.  This  tree  is  (till  growing  in  full  vigour,  without  the 
leaft  fymptom  of  decay  in  any  of  its  branches,  which  in* 
preafe  yearly  in  length  about  an  inch.  There  is  no  tradi« 
lion  that  can  be  depended  upon,  for  eza£Uy  afcertaining  its 
^ge  \  but  from  the  beft  information,  it  cannot  be  under  200 
years  old*  It  feems  rather  more  probable  to  be  bptwee|i 
300  |Mi4  400  years  o}d. 
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PARISH    or    CySHNIE, 
(county  of    ABERDEEN.) 


Bj  tie  Rev*  MrFmAHCis  Adam* 


Namep  SitueUion^  Soiif  lie* 


f^wmiitf  or  Cm^fhnUf  is  find  to  figliiff  in  the  Gadic, 
**  HcMurfiroft.''  The  pariih  lies  in  the  county  and  Sy- 
nod of  Aberdeen,  and  pre(bytery  of  Alford.  It  is  finall, 
irtegulari  and  mountainous.  Bounded  by  the  pariihes  of 
Tarland  on  the  S« ;  Forbes  and  Kildmmsnie,  on  the  N« ; 
Coldftone,  on  the  W. ;  Leochel,  on  the  £•  \  Towie,  on 
the  N.  W. ;  Alford,  on  the  N.  £. ;  and  Coul,  on  the 
S.  £.  The  Ibil  is  but  indifferent,  and  Ibmewhat  inclined 
to  day;  the  air,  although  moift,  is  tolerably  healthy; 
and  the  hills  are  covered  with  heath*  The  weather  is  much 
nkore  ievere  than  in  its  neighbourhood,  occafioned,  no 
doubt,  by  its  fituation ;  being  in  the  bofom  of  a  large 
open  glen,  and  pretty  high.  There  is  very  little  wood, 
and  no  mineral,  excepting  a  quarry  of  good  building  flones, 
near  the  C!hurch,  eafily  wrought.  A  fmall  rivulet  iflnes 
from  the  glen,  in  the  weftem  extremity  of  the  pariih, 
which  is  pretty  well  ftored  with  bum-trout,  and  runs  eaft- 
I,  until  it  meets  with  the  bum  of  Leochd,  where 
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they  take  a  more  northerlj  coiirle»  until  they  empty  them- 
felves  into  the  Don. 

Population^  tifir^— -According  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  nmn- 
ber  of  fouls,  abo^t  40  yeau»  ago,  was  500.  The  amount 
at  prefent  is,  by  affaial  enumeration,  207  males,  and  223 
females ;  total  430*  At  an  average  of  20  years,  from  1731 
to  175I9  there  have  been  z6  births  yearly;  but  from 
1770  to  1790,  IX  baptilms  only  appear  from  the  records ; 
jand  from  2785  to  1790,  only  4  marriages  yearly. 

The  inhabitants  are  in  general  healthy,  and  live  to  a 
coniiderable  age )  fome  to  80,  and  even  90  years,  but  few 
beyond  that  period.  Nor  have  there  been  any  murders  or 
ifuicides,  or  any  baniibments ;  and  but  very  few  emigra- 
tions. Neither  have  any  died  from  want,  to  my  know- 
ledge, in  the  parifli. 

The  proportiom  between  tiie  births  and  whole  populv 
don,  is  as  1  to  40  nearly ;  between  the  marriages  and  po- 
pulation, as  I  to  X07  ;  and  each  marriage,  at  an  average, 
produces  about  4  children.  The  number  of  heritors  is  4, 
none  of  whom  refide.  There  are  7  Seceders,  and  4  £pi£> 
jcopalians. 

Agriculture^  \ic. — The  &rms  are  generally  imall,  from 
L.5  to  L.6  Sterling  yearly  rent,  and  uninclofed.  Nor 
ore  the  farmers  convinced  of  the  advantages  of  inclofures • 
The  rent  of  tfie  beft  arable  ground,  is  from  x8s.  to  20  s. 
each  acre;  and  the  worft,  from  8s.  to  xos.  the  acre. 
There  are  in  the  parifii,  about  34  ploughs  of  arable  ground, 
and  24  carts.  The  old  Scotch  plough  is  generally  nfed  as 
moft  proper  for  fii£F  and  ftony  ground.  We  generally  fow 
in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  reap  in  September 
and  OAober ;  and  the  parifli  does,  for  the  moft  part,  fup- 
ply  itfelf  with  provifions.    Our  exports  are  very  trifling ; 

fometim^ 


fomedmes  a  little  cot-meal  andbear,  and  a  £ew  black  cattle. 
The  land  rent  of  the  paiiih  is  about  L.  456  Steflingj  con- 
verting the  vidaal  at  10  s.  the  boU. 

Churchy  Stipittdy  Poor^  iSc, — TTie  church  is  covered 
with  heathy  and  was  built  in  1637,  apd  the  manfe  in  1724.. 
The  value  of  the  living,  including  the  glebe,  is  L.  49 : 6 : 8 
Sterling,  converting  the  vi&ual  at  zos.  the  boll.  In  the 
year  1782,  about  20  perfons  were  on  the  poors  roll,  which^ 
in  1790,  were. reduced  to  half  that  number.  Our  annual 
contributions,  with  th^  intereft  of  legacies,  feat-monej, 
Sec  after  deducing  feiSon-derk  and  officer  fees,  amount 
to  about  L.  7,  2  &  Sterling. 

I  *  • 

Wages^  C/r.-7-A  common  day-labourer  earns  6d«;  a 
mafon,  z  s. ;  a  carpenter,  from  6  d.  to  8  d. ;  and  a  tailor, 
6  d«  a  day,  exduiive  of  maintenance.  I  cannot  pofitively 
afcertain  the  expence  of  a  labourer,  when  married ;  but  it 
is  well  known  that  fuch  have  great  difficulty  in  rearing 
their  families,  as  it  is  only  -for  a  few  months  in  fummer 
tiiat  they  can  get  employment ;  and  were  it  not  that  the 
women  make  fomething  by  .  knitting  flockings,  and  that 
the  female  children  are  employed  in  that  way  as  foon  as 
capable,  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoffible  for  them,  with- 
out affifiance,  to  make  a  fliift  to  live.  The  fiiel  is -turf 
and  peat.  The  annual  wages  of  a  man  fervant,  employed 
in  huibandry,  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  6  Sterling ;  thofe  of  a 
woman,  from  L.  2  to  L.  3  Sterling ;  and  for  boys,  from 
30  s.  to  40  8.  Sterling,  ezcluiive  of.maintenance. 

MifcMantous  Ohfervaiions .-^^Thit  men  are  by  no  means 
fond  of  a  military  life.  The  women  are  employed  in  fpin- 
ning  and  knitting ;  and,  for  the  moft  part,  both  fezes  are 
induflrious  and  (economical.    The  ftature  of  the  men  is, 
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firom  5  ^^  4  xi^dics^  to  6ittt\  axMS  tnst  of  t&e  WolBctf/ 
from  5  feet  i  inches,  to  5  feet  8  inches.  It  h  diffictlltto 
fiij  whether  the  people  are,  on  the  whde,  contented  witlr 
their  ficuation.  If  I  may  hazard  an  opinion,  I  think  they 
are  not.  The  fliortne&  of  their  leafes,  their  high  rents, 
and  the  exorbitant  wa^s  of  the  labouring  fervants,  render 
the  fituation  of  the  &nnen  verj  irklbme.  I  obfenre  that 
even  the  prices  of  the  fhoes  worn  bj  the  coontrjr  people, 
although  the  deareft  article  of  wearing  apparel,  are  but  a- 
bout  thrice  the  price  for  which  they  were  bongbt  About 
40  years  ago ;  whexeas  tiie  fees  or  wages  of  kbonriog  fer- 
vants  have  ftxll  increafed  in  a  greater  degree  fince  that  pe-^ 
riod.  The  fhoes  are  as  i  s.  to  3  a.  Sterling;  but  the  wages 
as  15  s.  to  L.3  Sterling.  I  obferve,  however,  that  the 
common  people  Hve  rather  better,  and  dre&  to  more  ad« 
vantage  than  in  former  times ;  although  every  article  of 
wearing  apparel,  particularly  that  moftnfecdiary  one,  ihoes, 
are  at  leaft  thrice  the  price  for  which  they  could  have  bees 
procured  about  40  years  ago.  This  is  no  doubt,  in  fome 
meafure,  owing  to  the  increafe  of  manuCadures,  and  vahitf 
of  cattle,  which  generally  fetch  triple,  if  ttot  four  times 
the  price  they  gave  in  former  times.  SuperfKdon  feems 
aKb,  if  Imiftake  not,'to'Iofe  ground,  and  the  manners 
of  the  people  are  fomewhat  more  poliflied.  Natural  chil- 
dren are  by  no  means  fo  frequent  here,  asr  feirmerly;  al- 
though' delmquents  are  much  lels  harfhly  deak  by.---^ 
The  ftatute-labour  is  generally  ezaAed  in  kindf  but  the 
roads  are  very  indifferent.  There  are  no  turnpikes ;  not 
do  the  people  know  enough  about  them,  to  form  a  judg- 
ment of  their  utility.— In  1782  and  1783,  the  crop  Was 
remarkably  deficient,  and  the  oat-meal  very  bad  ;  info- 
much,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Importation,  numbers 
would  have  periihed.  I  m3rfelf  had  fcartely  a  boll  of  meal 
for  every  5  boBs  of  raw  or  undricd  oats.    The  bear  T<ra$ 

the 


the  cmly  grain  oa  which  we  could  have  an  j  dependence  % 
and  even  thb  was  fo  mnch  inferior  to  former  y^ars,  as  to 
be,  as  well  as  the  oats,  unfit  for  feed.  So  that  we  were 
obliged  to  get  our  feed  from  more  early  places  \  and  fuch 
as  did  not,  turned  out  to  be  great  lofers. 

Engliih  is  the  only  language  now  kuot^  in  the  pariiby 
the  Gaelic  having  ceafcd  to  be  underftood. 
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PARISH    OF    RYND, 

(county  of  Perth.) 


Jf  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Tatlok. 


Namtf  Situaiton^  Extent ^  Soiif  Smface^  Hi. 

THE  name,  in  Gaelic,  is  faid  to  fignifj  '  a  point /  and 
both  the  pariih  and  the  eftatc  of  Rjnd,  probably 
took  this  name  from  the  point  <^  land  where  the  rivers 
Tay  and  Earn  meet,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  church. 
iThe  parifli  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Perth,  in  the  pre£- 
bytery  of  Perth,  and  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling.  It  ex- 
tends from  the  point  mentioned,  more  than  4  miles  along 
the  river  Tay,  and  meets  the  pariih  of  Perth  at  Orchard- 
nook*  It  is  about  a  mile  in  breadth  ;  the  line  that  divides 
it  from  the  pariih  of  Dumbamie  on  die  one  iide,  being 
nearly  parallel  to  the  winding  courfe  of  the  Tay  on  the 
other ;  fo  that  the  form  of  the  pariih  is  nearly  oblong,  ha- 
ving the  church  (very  inconveniently  for  the  bulk  of  the 
people)  placed  almoft  in  one  of  the  angles.  It  is  bounded  by 
the  pariihes  of  Perth  and  Dumbamie  on  the  W. ;  by  that  of 
Abemethy  on  the  S.  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  ri- 
ver Earn ;  and  on  the  E.  and  N.  by  the  pariihes  of  St  Ma- 
dois  and  Kinfituns,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  Tay. 
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In  general,  the  foQ  is  fertile*  The  ground  is  flat  for  about 
a  mile  and  a  lu^f  from  the  river  £am  to  the  eaft  end  of 
the  hiU  of  Moncrieff,  and  the  Coil  a  deep  cla  j.  A  narrow 
firip  of  the  fame  day  foil  lies  all  around  the  eaft  end  of  the 
)|ill,  bj  the  fide  of  the  Tay,  up  to  Orchardnook ;  and  from 
this  ftrip  the  ground  rifes  bj  an  afcent  fo  eafy,  that  it  is 
all  araUe.  The  foil  upon  this  rifing  ground  is  light  and 
(harp,  but  abu^idantly  fertile,  when  properly  laboured  and 
limed.  There  are  befides  fome  haughs,  dofe  by  the  rivera 
Tay  and  Earn,  lying  about  jo  feet  lower  than  the  flat 
clay  foil  mentioned  above,  and  fome  iflands  in  the  Tay^ 
belonging  to  the  parifli,  all  of  a  rich  loamy  foil,  which, 
lyhen  the  tides  are  kept  off  (as  has  been  endeavoured  to  be 
done)  by  banks,  have  yielded  the  moft  luxuriant  crops, 
without  any  manure,  for  (everal  years.  The  air  is  rather 
moift,  but  not  unhealthy.  Agues  have  been  lels  frequent 
than  in  fome  places  where  the  air  ihould  feem  to  be  drier, 
owing  perhaps  to  a  ftream  of  air  which  is  generally  found 
upon  the  banks  of  rivers* 

Populatien.^^The  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  to 
Dr  Webfter  was  498 ;  in  i  j66,  it  was  about  430 ;  at  pre« 
fent  it  is  495,  although  the  farmers  who  have  come  into 
the  pari(h  fince  t)!at  time  do  not  keep  up  fo  many  cottar- 
faoufes ;  and  in  fome  cafes  two  farms  have  been  turned  in- 
to one.  The  annual  average  of  births  is  about  i6i  of 
marriages  about  4.  There  are  imder  10  years  of  age  126; 
between  10  and  20,  97 ;  between  20  and  50,  182  ^  between 
50  and  79,  77 ;  above  70,  13  ;  in  all  495  j  of  whom,  males, 
235,  females,  260  ^  married  above  20,  including  widowers 
and  widows,  190;  Unmarried  above  20,  83;  the  average 
number  pf  children  to  each  family  is  6|>.  A  p^on  named 
Laurence  Kinmont,  died  here  in  the  year  1737,  ^S^^  ^^^l 
wd  ^bff^  b^ve  been  feyen^  iaftances  of  lives  between  80 
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and  loOy  withui  this  cenbiry.  There  are  3,  heritors,  one  of 
\7hoa1  refides  in  the  parilh.  There  are  21  handicraftfmen, 
about  30  filhermen,  and  z  ferryman.  About  160  are  of 
the  Eftabliihjcd  Church,  and  about  27o'Seceders.  There 
are  86  inhi^bited  houfes.  The  average  number  to  each 
^oufe  is  poniputed  to  be  5  inhabitants. 

j^gricubure^  Wr*— There  are  5  principal  farmers,  who 
pofleis  from  200  to  360  acres  each,  which  thej  labour  with 
a  plough  for  about  everj  40  acres ;  there  are  10  other  far* 
mers,  who  polTels  from  30  to  60  acres  each,  which  they 
labour  ufuallj  with  one  plough;  and,  in  general,  their  fa- 
milies  confift  of  a  man  for  every  plough,  a  boy  or  2  to 
take  care  of  their  cattle,  and  1  or  3  maid-fervants.  They 
have  beiide  as  many  hands  as  are.neceflary  to  threih  out 
their  corns,  who  are  generally  their  cottagers,  and  are  em- 
ployed in  threfhing  through  the  winter.  The  fiirmers  have 
generally  one  part  of  their  land,  about  a  6th,  in  &llow,  an- 
other in  wheat,  another  in  peafe,  another  in  barley,  another 
in  clover  and  rye-grafs,  and  another  in  oats.  But  this  pro- 
portion is  fometipies  varied,  commonly  for  the  fake  of  ha- 
ving a  greater  quantity  of  wheat,  which,  beiides  being 
fown  conftantly  after  the  fallow,  is  fown  alfo  fometimes  af- 
ter peafe,  and  fometimes  after  grals.  As  the  principal  far- 
mers labour  in  a  very  fuperior  ftyle,  and  raife  as  much  out 
of  their  ground  as  is  done  perhaps  any  where  in  the  iiland,* 
the  parifh  does  much  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with  provi- 
iions,  and  very  confiderable  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  grain 
are  annually  exported,  but  chiefly  of  wheat  and  barley. 
About  10  acres  may  be  fown  In  flax,  which  they  raife  for 
their  own  ufe,  and  about  'as  many  in  potatoes  and  turnips. 
They  hav%  not  much  in  pafture,  as  they  feed  their  horfes 
ynth  grals  in  the  houfe,  and  fend  their  young  cattle  to  other 
places  for  pafhure  through  tlie  fummer.    Oats  and  peafe 
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tre  fawn  In  March,  barley  and  grals  in  Maj,  and  wheat  in 
the  end  of  September  and  Odober.  Wheat  hanreft  com* 
monly  begins  about  the  middle  of  Augnft,  fooner  or  later 
according  to  the  ieafon.  The  average  rent  of  land  the  acre, 
may  be  about  L.  i,  4  s.  The  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  is 
indofid  with  quickfct  hedges ;  but  the  farmers  begin  to 
complain  that  the  j  harbour  vermin,  which  deftroy  the  crop, 
and  ^prevent  a  free  circulation  of  air,  fo  ncceflary  hfc  win- 
ning it  in  harveit  In  the  hilly  part  of  the  pariih,  there 
are  about  30  acres,  confifling  of  fome  wafte  ground,  which, 
though  moftly  covered  with  heath  and  whins,  yields  fome 
pafture,  and  of  feveral  rocky  hillocks,  fome  of  which  are 
planted  with  Scotch  firs,  in  a  very  thriving  condition.  There 
are  befide  two  fields  in  the  low  part  of  the  pariih  as  yet 
waile,  containing  about  20  acres ;  but  they  belong  to  two 
of  the  principal  farmers,  who  are  about  to  break  them  up. 
The  knd-rent  may  be  about  L.  x6oo  Sterling.  The  rent 
of  the  fiihings  may  be  about  L.  300.  There  are  about  xt2 
horfes,  and  400  black  cattle. 

Price  of  Labour^  lie. — ^The  price  of  labour  in  all  the  ope- 
rations of  huibandry  has  increafed  about  one  half  within 
thefe  40  years.  A  man-fervant's  wages  in  the  year  being 
now  about  L.  8,  and  a  woman's  50  s.  when  maintained  in 
the  houfe.  A  labourer's  wages  for  a  day,  without  viAuals, 
are  I  s.  A  man,  during  harvefl,  gets  20  s.  and  a  woman 
15  s.  A  labourer's  wages  are  fuffident  to  enable  him  to 
bring  up  a  family,  except  in  cafes  of  fickneis  or  misfortune* 
A  mafbn's  wages  are  x  s.  6  d.  a  day ;  a  carpenter's  x  s.  2  d.  *, 
a  tailor  gets  6d.  with  his  viduals. 

Stipend^  School,  Poor,  C^r.— The  (Hpend,  including  the 
glebe,  is  between  L.  90  and  L.  loo.  Mr  Ofwald  of  Scotf- 
^own  is  patroQ.    The  falary  of  the  fchoolmafier  is  L.  8, 
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$8.  S  (!•  >  the  Qoe  ksdf  fsii  hj  the  Ii^rito^,  amd  diQ  ot^^ 
by  tbQ  tenaDts*  His  perquii^  9u:e«  x  §•  Uie  quarter  fq^  * 
^ai^il)^  X  8.  6  d.  {b|:  VT^it^g  mi  i|rithin^Uc«  The  kirk- 
fieilioQ  give  hiiQ  3Q  s.  a  jear>  aa  their  cletki  ^4  for  teach- 
ing fqfib  poor  fcholars  a^  they  (hall  ^|>oint«  He  ha^  6  d. 
for  every  baptii^»  and  x  s,  for  every  inarria|i).  Bei]4^% 
be  is  ^ppgioted  coUe£lpr  of  the.  afieKmeni^  ipr  tb^  po^,  for 
vbV^b  be  19  aUov^  ao  $•  a-year*  He  has,  for  common 
lifLOTf  diaa  49  tcbplsrsi  pan  pf  i^^om  i^re  from  the  a4}iir 
jpent  parts  of  the  p^irifhfi?  0^  PerA  and  Qiipibarnie.  I^j^ 
vbole  income  may  amount  to  9bout  JU  i^  Sterling.  Tbp 
i^imber  of  the  poor  is  ^  »t  a,n  ^y^rage.  Ti^e  ai^nual  fiii|i 
4iftributed  to  tb^m^  ff  ^oti^  J^^ZH  wbicb  is  i^iade  up  hr 
aSeflizig  the  pariib,  apcording  to  Uyft  9ft  ^ff  ^i^^^  ^H^^ 
M  ftort  9f  Fb*t  th^  poof  f c^uirp,, 

Mifcellaneom  Qh/ervaiiont^rrfTh^^  \^  a  (jteel  mineral 
fpf ufg*  i|DL  appearance  very  ftrong  ^  bjat  it  ^as  fieyer  be^ 
reforted  t9.^-oTbe  common  fui^l  is  coal,  lyhich  is  moftly 
brought  by  water  carriage.  Some  broom  and  whins  are 
.likewife  ufed  by  the  cgaimop  people.  The  pariih  being 
Surrounded  by  the  rivers  Tay  and  ¥4^7  M  ^  conliderabla 
advantage  to  the  £armers»  bofh  for  importing  lime,  &c* 
and  exporting  their  grain.  The  roads  and  bridges  are 
good.  They  were  made,  ^d  are  kept  in  repair  by  tl^e 
(latute-labour,  which  i^  partly  exa&ed'in  kindf  and  partly 
commuted.  There  are  no  turnpikes. — The  ruins  of  a  nmi- 
nery  at  Orchardoook  remalay  about  a  mile  W.  frpm  the 
callle  of  Klcho,  dote  by  ^e  Tay.  It  is  faid  tp  have  been 
founded  by  David  Lindfay,  anceilor  of  the  jEarls  of  Cra)^- 
ford,  and  his  mother  Catharine  Abemethey,  a  co-heirefs 
of  Alexander  Lord  Abernetheyi  who  was  proprietor  of 
Elcho  in  the  reign  of  Robert  Qruce*  The  ruins  lie  in  the 
n4#dle  -of  a  large  orchard,  an^  frooi  the  ground  .which 
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itaff  oteapy»  tife  Titmnery  VouM  appear  to  have  Wh  ii 
iptetty  extenfive  building.  The  lands  at  that  time  are  &iA 
to  havfe  1>eTonged  to  the  monafterj  of  Dunfermline. 

Therie  is  a  tradition,  that,  in  fome  very  remote  period^ 
yhe  ri^er  Tay  had  its  courfe  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Garfe 
of  Gowtie,  by  the  foot  of  the  hills :  TlKit  fo  long  as  the 
liver  kept  this  channel,  St  Madois  and  diis  were  one  pa> 
Yiih  :  That  after  the  Tay  took  its  prefent  courfe,  by  the 
weft  end  of  the  Carfe,  the  people  ftill  continued  to  erols 
irhe  river  in  boats  to  the  church,  which,  the  tradition  fays, 
ilood  at  that  time  iarther  down,  and  nearer  to  the  point 
Where  die  rivers  Tay  and  Earn  meet ;  until  one  Sunday* 
'file  boat  was  oVeifet  in 'a  ftorm,  and  all  the  people  in  it 
perifhed :  That  in  confequence  of  this,  St  Madois  was  e« 
reded  into  a  parifii  by  itfelf ;  and  the  church  of  Rynd  re- 
moved farther  up,  to  the  place  where  it  now  ftands.  In 
confirmation  of,  at  leaft,  one'  part  of  the  Jtory,  two  knowh 
fa£b  are  alledged,  m&*  that  a  field  in  the  farm  of  Eafter 
Kynd,  before  it  was  inclofed,  and  put  into  its  prefent  form, 
was  called  the  Kirkland ;  and  that  in  tillmg  this  field,  fome 
freeftones,  that  feemed  to  have  been  ufed  in  building,  hs(d 
been  turned  up  by  the  plou^.  There  is  certainly  not  'a 
ftone  of  any  kind  to  be  found  in  all  the  low  flat  ground 
that  lies  between  the  rivers  and  the  foot  of  the  eaft  end  of 
die  Hill  of  Moncrieff,  the  whole  being  one  continued  mais 
of  day,  for  about  30  feet  deep,  intermixed  with  many 
firata  of  land,  of  difierent  thicknefles,  and  in  feveral  places 
with  beds  of  hard  mois,  which  the  rivers  fometimes  wa(h 
down  firom  their  banks,  and  which  the  common  people 
nle  for  fueL 

With  refpefi  to  fiuiners,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  employ- 
ing cottager  fervants,  and  the  employing  unmarried  houfe 
fervants,  have  each  their  peculiar  advantages  and  difad- 
vantages ;  and  it  is  hard  to  fay,  which  of  them  ought  to 
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be  preferred,  or  whether  anj  one  of  them  fliould  be  tini* 
verfally  adopted  ia  preference  to  the  other.  Much  per- 
haps will  depend  upon  circum&ances,  in  any  particular 
cafe.  But  the  fa£i;  is,  the  principal  farmers  in  the  pariih 
have  come  more  into  the  waj  of  emplojing  cottagers  with- 
in the  lail  6  years,  inflead  of  unmarried  fervants,  as  for  fe- 
Teral  jears  before.  Thefe  cottagers,  however,  are  all 
hired  for  the  year,  and  do  not  work  by  the  day,  or  by  the 
piece.  With  regard  to  the  country  in  gener^,  no  doubt 
the  effefl  of  employing  cottagers  will  be  to  increafe  popu- 
lation, particularly  the  number  of  labouring  lervants;  and 
m  confequence  of  this,  their  wages  will  be  kept  more  mo« 
derate,  and  the  farmer  will  more  eafily  procure  fuch  un- 
married fervants  as  he  may  wi(h  to  have.  The  other  me- 
thod has  evidently  all  the  oppoiite  effeds. 

There  are  two  alehoufes  upon  the  public  toad,  and 
chiefly  fupported  by  travellers,  and  by  the  fifliers,  during 
.the  time  of  the  falmon  fiihiog.  In  general,  the  morals  of 
the  people  can  hardly  be  faid  to  fufier  from  them.  At  the 
.lame  time,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  they  give  more 
eafy  and  frequent  opportunities  of  tippling  to  thofe  who 
iu[e  addi£led  to  that  vice.  * 
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PARISH    OF   ABBOT'S   HALL, 

.  (County  of  fife.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Shaw. 


Name^  Situation^  Soil^  i^c. 

It  is  faid  that  ah  Abl>ot  of  Dunfermline  built  a  (ununer- 
houfe  near  the  place  where  the  church  of  Abbot's  Hall 
now  flands,  and  called  it  the  Hall  of  the  Abbot.     Abbot's 
Hall  is  in  the  county  and  Sjnod  of  Fife,  and  prefbytery  of 
Kirkaldy.     Its  form  is  very  irregular,  being  interfered  in 
feveral  places  by  the  neighbouring  parifhes.     In  the  broad- 
eft  and  longeft  comers  it  may  be  about  2  miles  each  way. 
It  is  bounded  by  Kirkaldy  on  the  £•  Kinghom  and  Auch- 
tertool  on  the  W.  Auchterderran  on  the  N.  and  the  frith 
of  Forth  on  the  S.     The  general  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try is  very  pleafant ;  it  is  flat  for  about  near  half  a  mile 
north  of  the  coafl;    from  thence  rifes  into  pretty  high 
grounds,  or  beautiful  banks,  floping  gently.     The  air  is 
dry  and  healthy.     The  foil,  immediately  by  the  town,  is 
light  and  fandy,  but  very  fertile,  efpedally  in  (howery 
fummers.     It  can  fb  jcely  be  hurt  by  rain,  but  eafily  by 
drought.    As  it  riies  northwards,  it  is.  deeper  and  ftronger; 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  but 
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but  diin  and  cold  on  the  north  lldrta*  The  extent  of  fea- 
eoaft  is  about  half  a  mile,  lying  along  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Baj  of  Kirkaldj.  It  is  very  flat  and  fandy,  but  exceed- 
ingly pleaCmt  (  moft  of  the  towns  and  villages  on  the  coaft 
are  pleafantly  fituated. — The  lands  of  Abbot's  Hall,  which 
belong  to  Mr  Fergufon  of  Raith,  abound  in  coal  of  diffe- 
rent feamsy  it  i&  laid,  feme  3,  5,  and  even  14  feet.  Part 
of  the  crop-coal  only  was  wrought  about  40  years  ago. 

Population* — The  ancient  extent  of  the  population  is  not 
eafily  traced,  but  was  much  lefi  than  at  prelent.  The  re- 
turn to  Dr  Webfter,  about  40  years  ago,  was  only  X34& 
foub.  In  1791,  the  total  population  is  2x36;  males  xo6x, 
females  X075.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  is 
i66oy  in  the  country  476.  The  annual  average  of  births 
is  5O9  of  deaths  44,  of  marriages  22.  Under  xo  years  of 
age  there  are  249  males,  239  females ;  only  a  few  perfons 
are  between  80  and  90.  There  are  6  heritors,  2  of  whom 
refide.  Farmers  25,  their  families  about  200 ;  8  principal 
manufafturers,  befides  a  few  fmaller  ones ;  apprentices  50 ; 
feamen  about  xo  or  X2-,  male  houfehold-fervants  63;  fe* 
male  60 ;  merchants  X2.  The  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
are  tradefmen,  being  wholly  employed  in  manufaAures. 
Families  of  gentry  3  ;  x  in  the  town  and  2  in  the  country. 
One  minifier  of  the  Efiabliihed  Church,  and  a  perfon  who 
preaches  to  a  (mall  Cameronian  meeting.  The  number  of 
the  Eftablifhed  Church  X33S,  of  Seceders  798.  Within 
thefe  20  years,  the  population  of  the  town  is  increafed  be« 
tween  300  and  400  ;  but  the  country  part  of  the  parifh  is 
decreafed  above  xoo.  The  increafe  of  the  former  is  owing, 
to  the  manufaAures,  and  the  decreafe  of  the  latter  to  a. 
coal-work  being  entirely  given  up,  and  7  or  8  furms  being 
taken  into  one.    Batchelors  27,.  iHaxried  mea  187,  widow* 
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€ts  10|  widows  87.    At  an  average,  each  marriage  pro* 
4\ices  3  children. 

Agrievkurt^  \Sc. — Extenfive  plantations  have  been  for 
ieveral  years,  and  are  ftill  carrying  on  by  Mr  Fergafon  of 
Raith.  There  being  in  this  pariih  about  143  acres  occu- 
pied by  plantations,  little  or  none  of  thefe  grounds  are  a- 
rable,  and  are  fo  deep  that  they  are  fit  for  nothing  elfe. 
The  number  of  horfes,  cows,  cattle  and  young  beads  may 
be  about  1250.  The  acres  in  the  parifh  are  about  3165. 
In  com  530,  in  turnip  and  cabbage  85,  in  potatoes  84,  in 
wheat  85,  in  barley  250,  in  peafe  176,  in  fown  grals  164, 
in  conmion  pafturage  1278,  for  feeding  cattle  300,  in  fum- 
mer  fidlow  70.  Oats  and  peafe  are  fown  from  the  begin- 
ning of  March  to  the  middle  of  April ;  barley  from  the 
beginning  of  May  to  near  the  end  of  it ;  wheat  in  Sep*  ^ 
tember  and  Oflober,  and  turnip  &om  the  middle  of  July, 
&c.  They  reap  fometimes  in  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  the 
beginning  of  September,  The  parifh  imports  articles  of 
provifion.  The  valued  rent  of  this  parifh  is  L.  798  : 9  :  9> 
The  real  rent  maybe  about  L.  3165.  The  arable  land 
near  the  town  is  about  L.  3,  10  s.  the  acre.  Bed  paflure 
upwards  of  L.  2,  10  s.  On  the  north  ikirts  of  the  pariih* 
fome  as  low  as  5  s.  the  acre.  In  general,  the  fize  of  farms 
is  from  200  to  near  300  acres.  The  rent  about  L.  200. 
There  may  be  a  few  fmaller.  The  number  of  farms  is 
decreafing  confiderably,  owing  to  their  being  larger.  Ex* 
cept  the  land  immediately  by  the  town,  the  parifh  is  whol- 
ly indofed,  and  the  farmers  are  fo  much  convinced  of  the 
advantage  thereof,  that  they  do  not  think  they  would  be 
able  to  pay  their  advanced  rents,  if  it  were  not  fo.  There 
are  50  ploughs,  of  which  the  one  half  is  the  old  Scotch 
plough,  improved  by  being  made  lighter,  and  the  other 
half  the  Englifh  plough  made  by  Small,  or  after  his  con- 
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ftru&ipq.  There  are  alfo  50  carts  ia  the  country  part  gf 
the  parifli,  and  20  more  in  the  town ;  3  carriages,  i  of 
which  is  a  coach,  and  the  others  2  four-wheeled  chaifes. 

Stipend^  School,  Poor,  Ifc. — The  dipend,  except  loq 
merks  in  money,  being  paid  in  vidual,  varies  with  the; 
prices.  It  is  46  bolls  of  barley,  34  of  meal,  and  36  pf  oats ; 
but  taken  at  the  lateft  valuation,  of  L.  100  Scots  the  phal- 
der,  including  the  manfe  and  glebe,  which  is  6f  acres^ 
may  be  about  L.  80.  Mr  Fergufon  of  Raitji  is  patron. 
A  new,  larger,  and  more  elegant  church  was  built  4  years 
ago,  in  the  fame  place  where  the  old  flood.  The  fir(( 
manfe  in  this  parilh  was  built  in  the  1772,  the  miniiler  ba- 
ving  till  then  only  an  allowance  of  L,  5  for  a  houfe — The 
falary  of  the  parochial  fchool  is  about  L.  7 ;  perquifites  a- 
rifing  from  baptifms  and  proclamations  about  L.  5  ;  fron^ 
the  fefiion  and  at  the  communion  L  2 ;  L.  5  for  teaching 
poor  fcholars,  being  the  intereil  of  L.  100,  mortified  about 
30  years  ago,  by  a  Mr  Dundas,  who  lived  at  Raith.  The 
number  of  fcholars  at  an  average  is  about  60.  There  may 
bd^i  or  3  fmall  private  fchools  in  the  town.-^Th^re  are.  6 
poor  on  the  roll,  and  feveral  others  are  fupplied  according 
as  their  need  requires.  Tlie  annual  amount  of  the  contri- 
utions  for  their  relief,  arifing  from  the  collet  \ons  at  the 
church,  the  intereil  of  money,  &c.  is  about  L.  50 ;  and  the 
pariih  is  well  able  to  fupply  its  own  poor,  were  they  not 
opprefTed  with  vagrants  from   almofl  every  quarter,  efpe- 

dally  from  the  North,  going  to  and  from  the  Infirmary  at 
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Edinburgh. 

ft 

Prices^  IVages^  Wf .— The  prices  of  provifions  arc  near 
double  what  they  were  30  and  40  years  ago.  Beef,  mut- 
ton, veal,  lamb,  and  pork,  &c.  are  4!  d.  and  5  d.  the  pound, 
according  to  the  different  feafons,  all  Troy  or  heavy  weight. 
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plgs4s.  geefe2s.6d.  docks  8d.  each,  chipkeiis  6 d.  and 
S  d.  the  pair,  butter  9  d.  cheefe,  fach  as  is  cominonlj  fold, 
3  d.  the  pound,  all  heavy  weight  \  wheat  and  barley  at  i  s. 
Sterling  below  the  Mid-Lpthian  fiars,  fee.  Pay-labourer; 
get  1  s.  carpentex^  mafoDs,  &c  get  i  s.  6d.  tailors,  whfen 
they  work  out,  6  d.  and  theii:  meat ;  but  they  moftly  work 
in  their  own  houfes,  at  fp  nui^h  the  piece.  The  only  fuel 
is  coal,  price  paid  on  the  fpot,  6  d-  the  load,  weighing  aa 
ikme.  0|i  different  coal-hills  the  weight  is  different,  and 
fo  are  the  prices.  Some  within  half  a  mile,  a  and  3  miles, 
S^.  Such  as  are  frugal  and  attentive,  feem  to  live  comfortr 
abhr  in  their  fituation,  and  bring  up  large  families  in  ge- 
neral. Their  children  cof^  tben^  little,  and  as  foon  a9 
they  can  do  any  thing,  are  employed  iii  mannfiiAures ; 
their  wages  are  exceeding  good,  and  double  of  what 
they  were  forn^erly.  The  wages  of  male-fervants  are  L.  6 
and  Ii.  7,  of  female  L  2,  10  s.  and  L.  3  a-year.  There  are 
t>at  about  8  livery-fervants,  and  their  wages  vary  from 
L.  10  to  L.  20,  L.  30,  &c.  according  to  their  ftations,  &c. 

lyiifccUantous  Obfervations. — In  general,  the  people  are  of 
the  middle  iize.  The  greateft  height  lyhich  any  have  atr 
tained,  is  about  6  feet  2  inches.  They  are  very  ibuch  dif* 
pofed  to  induftry.— In  the  town  are  3  principal  manufac- 
tnres,  under  the  name  of  Checks  and  Bed*tikes.  Thefe 
employ  between  200  and  300  looms  in  the  pariih,  wd  a 
great  number  in  the  parifhes  around.  Two  of  thefe  have 
each  an  eztenfive  bleachfield  near  by,  where  they  whiten 
their  own  yarn.  Befides  thefe,  are  a  few  who  do  a  little 
in  the  fame  branches.  There  are  befides  5  cotton  manu- 
fadures  of  the  name  of  the  Spinning  Jeanies,  the  heavy 
parts  of  which  are  driven  by  a  horfe-engine.  Thefe  em- 
ploy near  200  hands,  feveral  of  whom  are  children,  &c. 
Other  buildings  are  prefently  ere£Hng  for  the  fame,  &c.^^- 

The 
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Tte  roads  are  tolerablj  good.  There  are  only  %'  finall 
bridges,  which  feparate  the  pariih  from  the  neighbour- 
ing one  on  the  weft,  both  in  good  cafe,  and  lately 
repaired,  made  and  kept  bj  the  county.  The  ftatute- 
laboor  is  exafied  partly  in  kind  and  partly  ia  money.— 
Though  the  harveft  was  late  in  1782,  and  the  weather  very 
unfaToorable,  fo  that  the  prices  rofe  much  above  what  they 
njed  to  be,  yet  it  was  not  fe  feverely  felt  in  thb  part  of 
die  coontry  as  in  fome  others,  owing  partly  to  the  dryneis 
of  the  fituation,  and  toaconfiderable  quantity  of  com  being 
imported  ftraight  from  the  Baltic  into  the  harbour  of  Ki]i&«> 
caUy,  &c.  The  poor  had  very  liberal  fupplies.  Mr 
Fergofon  gave  L.  50  to  be  diftrxfafsted  among  them,  and 
the  leffion,  at  die  defire  of  the  hwtors,  lifted  L.  40,  and 
dsfpo&d  of  it  to  the  iame  purpofe,  over  and  above  their  or- 
dinary diftribution. — There  are  4  brewers  in  the  town, 
l^efe  keep  decent  houfes,  and  good  company.  But  there 
ace  ieveral  t^at  are  commonly  called  Tapfters,  becaufe  they 
fell  ale  to  thefe  brewers,  that  are  nuiiances  to  fociety.— - 
Within  thefe  ao  years,  above  zoo  new  houfes  have  been 
bnile  in  the  town.  About  the  one  half  of  thefe  are  on  new 
fevndations,  and  the  other  on  old  ones,  made  much  larger 
and  better ;  and  in  the  country  part  of  the  pariih  are  up- 
wards of  ao.  Some  ftill  employ  cottagers,  and  others  do 
not,  preferring  hired  fervants  to  them,  and  confequently 
differ  in  their  fentiments  concerning  the  efiefb. 
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NUMBER    XXV. 


PARISH    OF    INCHTURE, 
(county    of    PERTH.) 


Bjf  the  ReVs  Mr  JoHK  MiLLAft. 


THIS  parifb  and  tl^  of  Roille  weie  united  in  1670^ 
and  the  church  of  Roffis  is  now*  ^  ruin.  iMcbttfre^  or 
IncitoweTf  feemft  to  have  got  i^M^me  frqm  ftanding  on  a 
rifing  ground.  It  is  allowed, .  that  fome  time  ago  the  river 
Tay  ran  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie^  and 
JMned  the  river  £am  at  a  place  called  Invergowrie,  about 
2  miles  W.  from  Dundee.  Several  towns,  fituated  upon 
the  higher  grounds-  between  th^fe  rivers,  are  hence  called 
Inch  this  and  Inch  tiatf  Inchmartine,  Inchmichael,  M egg- 
inchi  Inchture,  &c.  This  parifli  lies  in  the  county  of 
Perth,  in  the  prelbytery  of  Dubdee,  and  Synod  of  Aiigus 
and  Meams,  extending  from  S^  to  N.  about  4  miles,  and 
firom  E.  to  W.  about  3.  It  it  bounded  on  the  £.  by  the 
pariih  of  Longforgan  ^  on  the  S.  by  the  rivers  Tay  and 
Earn,  which  now  tM  in  one'  channel;  on  the  W.  by  the 
pariflies  of  Errol  and  Kinnaird ;  and  on  the  N.  by  the  pa- 
riih of  Abemyte,  and  a  part  of  Longforgan  parifh. 
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Population. — In  the  village  of  Inchture  are  84  familieSy 
and  about  360  fouls.  There  is  a  probability  that  this  vil- 
lage and  parifh  will  fobn  become  more  populous.  In  the 
courfe  of  thefe  17  years  p&fl,  it  has  increafed  about  24 
£AOxilies^  and  as  the  turnpike-road  between  Perth  and 
Dundee,  which  is  juft  now  making,  goes  through  this 
town,  Lo^d  Kiniiaird,  who  is  fole  proprietor  of  it,  intends 
to  enlarge  and  improve  it.  There  are  only  other  3  villages 
in  the  pariih,  and  in  them  are  about  ico  families,  and  a- 
bout  640  fouls.  So  that,  in  the  pariih,  there  are  in  all 
about  184  families,  and  1000  fouls ;  of  thefe,  about  25a 
under  10  years  of  age.  The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  was 
893  fouls.  The  number,  of  males  and  females  is  nearly 
equal.  Some  years  ago,  this  pariih  was  more  populous 
than  it  is  at  prefent;  but  the  decreafe  has  been  owing  to 
fome  lands  being  converted  into  pleafure  grounds.  In  fome 
years  of  late,  there  have  been  18  or  19  marriages  -,  at  a 
medium,  thefe  lift  16  years,  there  have  been  14  yearly. 
There  have  been>  in  the  ftme  fpace  of  time^  at  a  medium, 
39  baptifms;  *  In  th^  £U)(ie  (^ajce  <£  tikne,  there  have  been, 
in  fome  year^j  20  deaths  ^-but  the  medium  for  the  laft  7 
ycaits  is  18. 

Years.      Births.      Marriages.    Deaths. 

1783  43 

1784  38' 

*  1^85  46 

1786  51  - 

17*7  33 

1788  50 

1789  34 
.'    1790  48 

Thefmall-poz  was  very  frequent  in  1784,  and  many 

died.    There  is  ftill  a  prejudice  againft  inoculation. 
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,  Heritors f  Rentj  CuAiirty  if  c— The  heritors  in  this  pa* 
xiih  are  3  ia  number,  one  of  whom  onlj  refides  at  prefent. 
The  valued  rent  is  .L.593^  13  s.  Sterling.  The  xeal  rent 
may  be  about  L.  6000  Sterling.  The  number  of  acres  of 
-arable  land,  3000.  All  the  ground  in  this  pariih  is  ex- 
ceeding rich,  and  well  improven,  chiefly  by  iime,  which 
ftuts  beft  with  a  day  foil.  The  farms  in  general  are  ex- 
teniive,  icarce  one  of  them  lefs  than  100  acres,  fome  of 
them  aoo,  and  one  about  300.  Farms,  of  late  years,  have 
been  let  at  40  s.  and  45  s.  an  acre ;  and  3  years  ago,  a 
large  fium,  coMfting'of  about  300  acres,  above  50  s.  In 
general,  the  rents  are  paid,  part  in  vichial,  and  part  in  mo- 
ney. The  farmers  here  are  wealthy,  and  liv<s  genteelly. 
They  fend  only  i  man  and  2  .horfes  to  a  plough.  Wages 
to  a  good  ploughman,  are  firom  L.'8  to  L.  10  a-^ar ;  a  day- 
lahourer^ets  9a..or  10  d.  a-day,  and  his  meat;  in  harveA, 
X  s.  a  day,  or  L.  i,  i  s.  for  the  whole  harveft-work  \  a  wo- 
man gets  15  s'.  for  harvdl.  Womens  wages  are  yearly 
about  L.  3.  There  are  biit  few  manufa^rers,  the  farm- 
er choofing  rather  to  let  their  houfes  to  day-labourers.  A- 
bout  40  or  joVears  agcu  oxen  were  much  employed  in 
ploughing,  but  now  horfes  only. '  The  pariih  is  reckoned  a- 
bout  60  ploughs/,  but  at  particular  feafons,  nearly  80  are 
employed.  The  farms  are  generally  divided  into  6  parts, 
wheat,  "barley,  l>eaos  or  peafe,  oats,  clover-gr^s,  and  fal- 
low.  Ground  properly  fallpwcd  and  jUmed,  of^en  pro- 
duces  15  l^olls  of  wheat  the  acre  ;  the  average  produce  of 
whole  ^arms  u  10.  Threlhlng  mills  are  of  )ate  a  very 
great  iinprovement.  There  are  five  of  them  in  .this  pariih. 
OncL  goes  by  .water,  and  will  threih  30  bolls  in  an  hour, 
and  alto,  feparates  the  com  from  the  chaff.  The  other 
fills',  which  require  3.  o^  4  Ebrfes  to  dfive  them,  can  threih 
asio^  in  an  ho^r!  A  mill  employs' (^  or  7  men  to  feed 
.^e  null,  as  thejr  phnie  it,  carry  off  die  uraw,  ficc.  and 
Vot.  IV.  B  b  « 
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z  to  drive  the  horles.  There  is  at  Folg(me«  a  town  in 
this  psrilht  a  pier  isnd  harbour  for  Ihippiogy  where  a  veflel 
of  60  or  70  tops  can  get  in  \  there  great  quantities  of  vic- 
tual are  {hq>ped»  a&d  a  great  deal  xX  Erne  ^nd  coals  is  un- 
loaded. 

StipHid^  PoCTf  Stloil,  (/r^— -The  church  and  manfe  here 
fure  both  old.  The  (lipend  is  near  15  bolls  wheat,  46  bolls 
barlej,  36  bolls  meal,  and  34  bolls  oats,  and  neat  L.  ix 
money.  By  the  annexation  of  the  glebe  formerly  a^  'RoC- 
fie,  to  the  glebe  h^re,  it  is  about  xz  acres,  including  the 
gsu'deuy  The  Kihg  is  patron.— The  poors  fund  is  above 
L.  200  $terling.  There  art  not  many  poor,  and  none  of 
them  are  allowed  to  travel  as  beggars.— -The  fchoolmailer's 
falary  is  L.  80  Scots ;  the  Ccfaolars  feldom  fewer  than  60, 
and  at  cex^n  feaJToqs  of  the  year,  betwistt  70  and  80. 
His  income,  by  his  lalary,  feiBon-clerk.  fee,  fcbolaxs,  and 
perquiiites  in  the  parilb,  I  fuppofe  amounts  to  between 
L.  21  m\d  L.  30  a-year.  He  has  a  large  comisodious  honie. 

MifceOantous  Obfin>ations.''''^Thtrt  is  not,  properly 
fpealdng,  an  ion  in  tlie  parilh-  Only  one  petfon  at  pre- 
fent  makes  malt  and  ale,  and  there  are  6  more  that  have 
licences  to  fell 'ale  and  Britilh  fpirits.  In  general,  the 
people  here  are  fober  ai^d  induftrious.  Almoft  the  whole 
houfes  in  this  parifh,  have  been  built  ane^  within  thelie 
16  jtTiTs  paft.  The  fiirmers  houfes  are  elegant,  in  compsu 
rifon  of  what  they  were  of  late  years,  and  fxidlt  of  theo^ 
are  covered  with  blue  date.  The  lower  cla3$  of  people  are 
likewife  much  better  lodged  than  they  formerly  were. 
In  the  Village  palled  BalledganiQ,  Lqn|  IQnnakd  built 
houfes  to  accommodate  z8  families,  each  of  them  having  a 
ftre  apartments,  in  the  courfe  of  lafl  fnmmer,  all  covered 
frith  blue  flatk,  and  that  is  not  more  thai^  the  Aird  part 
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of  his  Lordlhip's  plan  yet  executed.  All  the  remaining 
old  houfes  are  to  }>q  pu}led  4owa^  mid -a*  neat  large  vfllage 
ereded,  which,  when  completed,  I  fuppofe  will  accommo- 
date 60  or  more  families.  The  fiuiners  here  rather  chnfe 
to  employ  their  cottagiirs,  than  faired  fenrants^F— The  ague, 
which,  not  more  than  30  years  ago,  was  a  very  frequent 
di&afe,  is  now  not  mooe  fo  diaa  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  ground's  being 
greatly  drained. 
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PARISH    OF    HUTTON^ 

(county   of    BERWICK*) 


Bf  the  Rev.  Mr  Ai^AM  Lavde:l?. 


Sittiaiionf  Surface^  SoU^  RherSf  l£c. 

THIS  parifli  is  fitaated  in  the  countj  of  3erwlck»  th«r 
preibjterj  of  Chirnfide,  and  Synod  of  Merfe  and 
Ijhriocdale.  Its  fon&  is  verj  irregular.  It  extends  from 
£•  to  W.  full  4  miles  v  from  N.  to  S.  3.  On  the  S.  it  is 
bounded  bj  the  river  Tweed ;  on  the  S.  W.  bj  the  pa- 
riihes  of  Ladjkirk  and  Whitfome ;  on  the  W.  bj  Edrom  ; 
oa  the  N.  W.  by  Chimiide  ;  on  the  N.  by  Foulden ;  and 
on  the  N.  E^  by  Mordington.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country  is  flat.  On  the  banks  of  the  Whittader,  there 
are  fome  rdbks^  but  of  no  great  height.  The  foil  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tweed  and  Whittader,  is  deep  and  loamy ; 
but  towards  the  middle  of  the  pariffli,  it  is  thin»  on  a  ftrong 
chy.  The  air  is  fometimes  moifl,  but  generally  dry,  and 
the  people  remaiiLably  healthy.  They  were  formerly 
much  affli£^d  wilQi  the  ague^  bat  are  now  much  more  fub- 
jed  to  confumptions.  The  Whittader,  a  frnall  river  that 
bounds  the  parilh  on  the  N.  produces  a  few  fidmon,  and 
great  plenty^  as  weU  as  great  varieQr^  of  trout.  The  Tweed 
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produces  a  great,  quantity  of  lalmon,  gillesi  and  whitlii^ 
trout,  the  laft  of  which  are  carried  to  ILondon  alive,  in 
wells  in  the  Berwick' ixnacks,  and  weigh  gienerallj  about 
3  lb.  Ten  boats  or  cobles  are  the.highefi:  number  allowed 
to  be  kept  on  this  fide  the  river,  in  the  parifb*  The  Xal- 
mon  are  pf  th^  greateft  value  in  the  months  of  Januarj 
and  February.  One  falmon,  from  the  fifhing  of  New? 
water,  in  January  1791,  not  2 .  ftonc  weij^t,  fold  foij^ 
L,  3 :  o  :  a,  at  Berwick,  for  the. London  market*  The  rent 
of  the  fifliing  waters  is  upwards  of  L.  200  a  ye^,  and  about 
12  men  are  employed. ,  The  tide  flows  to  Norham  cafile. 
which  is  xo  miles  from  Berwick.  A  boat  of  ^o  tons  can 
come' up  the  river  to  New-water  Ford,  which  is  6  mil^ 
from  Berwick. — There  is  great  plenty  of  moorftone  and 
freeflone  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  and  Whittader,  moft 
excellent  for  building,  and  of  a  fine  white  colour.  Tha 
haugh-lands  on  'the  Tweed  and  Whittader,  are  fometimes 
flooded,  when  there  is  any  remarkable  fall  of  ^a  or  inow. 

Animalsf  Agricuburtj  C^r.— The  cattle  are  of  the  Tees* 
water  breed,  large  and  handfome ;  and  when  properly  fed, 
will  weigh  upwards  of  100  ftone  Englifh.  The  (beep  are 
alfo  of  a'  large  kind.  Wedders  are  often  fold,  when  2 
years 'old.  for  L.  z,  15  s.  the  head,  when  (horn ;  and  their 
fleece  is  worth  5  s.  6  d.  or  6  s.  One  proprietor  has  jufi 
now  fold  50  wedders  at  L.  105,  after  they  were  ihom; 
their  fleece,  for  the  2  years,  worth  X2  s.  Wool  is  fold  at 
15^.  and  1 6  s.  the  ftone,  241b.  to  the  ftone.  Ewes  are 
fold  for  breeding  at  L«  2  a  bead»  and  great  prices  are  given 
for  the  hire  of  rams  of  the  Leicefterihire  breed,  for  the 
leafon.  Ho^-iheep,  before  they  are  flioni,  are  fold  at  L.  x^ 
Lr I,  4 s.  and  L.  i,  7s.  the  bead,  for  the  Torkihire  mar- 
kets. There  are  about  170  horfes,  befides-  young  onea. 
About  3000  flieep  at  the  Af  «rtinmas,  2000  more  of  lambs 
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tc  the  Whitfunday  \  and  ii^iKrardb  of  450  eatde. — ^There 
are  about  5100  acres  of  land  in  tbe  pariib.  The  one'  half 
of  it  in  com  and  tarnipt,  the  other  half  in  hay,  pafiure, 
and  wood.  About  aoo  acres  of  wood.  T^e  annual  rent 
of  the  parilh,  land,  mills,  flihings,  &c.  is  L.40C0  Ster-' 
ling.  The  rent  of  the  beil  arable  ground  is  L.  a,  a  s.  the 
acre.  Confiderable  fiurtns  ax«  let  at  L.  z  ;  inferior  lands, 
at  10  s.  and  15  s.  Manj  of  the  &mis  are  of  that  fite,  as 
to  let  at  L.  300  and  L.  400  yearly.  One  reckoned  worth 
L.  500  a-jear^  was  rented,  le(s  than  40  years  ago,  at  L.  50 
or  L.  do  a-year.  '  There  are  50  ploughs,  all  of  them  the 
diain  pbujf^  drawn  by  1  horles*  The  land  in  the  pariflt 
is  all  indolisd. 

Po^/^/ov.'— According  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of 

folds  was  75 z.  The  prefent  ftate  of  population  is  as 
follows  :— 

From  zo  years  and  under,        -         234 
From  zo  to  10,  -  -         zya 

From  20  to  30,  -  -         Z38 

From  30  to  40,  -  •         I4Z 

From  40  to  50,  -  -  83 

From  50  to  6oi  -  -  6z 

From  60  to  70,  -  -  44 

From  70  to  80,  -  -  40 

From  80  to  90,  -  -  7 

In  aS,  9ao 
Of  whom  ant  males,  4Z 7.  Females,  503. 
In  the  village  of  Paactbn,  a7z.  In  the  village  of  Hutton, 
210.  In  1770,  there  were^  according  to  thotegifter,  30 
baptifma;  deaths,  12.  In  X78o»  32  bapti&ns;  deaths,  Z4. 
In  X790,  28  baptifms ;  deaths,  20.  The  heritors  having 
confideraUie  property^  are  8;  befidea  %  onmber  of  fmdl 

proprietors. 


proprietors.  There  are  aboot  x%  fiemners,  befides  (everal 
deters,  who  occupy  foiall  pordoos  of  land,  aod  who  are 
emplojed  in  driving  lime  and  coaL  There  are  about  20 
handicrafcfmea,  8  or  10  apprentices.^— There  is  no  Qtbec 
kind  of  emigration  but  that  which  takes  place  at  the  Whit* 
Ibndi^y  when  there  is  a  removal  of  many  hinds,  herd^ 
and  cottagers,  into  neighbouring  pariibes ;  whofe  places  are^ « 
at  the  iame  time,  filled  up  by  others  of  the  iame  deicrip* 
tion,  who  are  afiuated  bj  an  unaccountable  define  to  change 
tiieir  habitations,  though  they  feldom  ameliorate  their  fita- 
atioQS.  Nothing  but  the  ezpedation  of  better  pafture  for 
their  cow,  can  be  affigned  as  a  reafon ;  for  their  gain%  as 
they  are  called*  which  are,  fo  many  boDs  of  com,  pota^ 
toes  plante^,  and  lintleed  fowed,  &c.  are  the  fame  every 
where  in  this  comer  of  the  country. 

Stipend^  PooTf  i^e, — ^The  value  oi  the  living,  including 
the  glebe,  is  about  L.  Z15  Sterling.  The  King  is  patron* 
The  church  was  rebuik  in  1765,  has  lately  been  ceiled, 
plaftered,  and  flagged,  and  is  now  a  very  handfome  coun* 
try  place  of  worfliip.  The  manfe  is  new  built,  and,  for 
the  credit  of  the  berit<M:s,  a  very  good  one.-— There  are 
only  9  peribns  on  the  poors  roll ;  a  or  3  more  receive  oc« 
cafional  charity.  The  weekly  colleSions  don't  exceed 
L.  10  a  year.  The  half  of  which  b  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  of  the  poor.  That,  with  3  months  ceis,  amount* 
mg  on  the  whole  to  about  L.  35,  is  e^ual  to  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  poor  at  prefent.  There  Is  befides  the  inte- 
reft  of  a  moftification  of  I^.  |oo  Scots* 

Pr^<eSf  Wagss^  i/r«— The  price  of  beef  and  muttea*  19 
from  3^  d.  to  4^  d,  the  pound,  z6  ounces  to  the  pound; 
yeal,  from  4d.  lo  6d. ;  lamb,  jd.  \  pork,  which  is  boqg|h^ 
laired,  andtept  jto  liondoa  b^  the  coopers  at  Berwick,  g^ 
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neraHj  at  3s.  6 d.  and  4s.  2d.  the  ftone,  14 lb.  to  the 
ftone  i  geefcy  from  a  s.  6d.  to  1  s.  9  d.  each ;  docks  and 
hensy  10  d.  each  \  Tabt>its»  it  s*  the  cbuple ;  butter,  8  d.' 
&e  pound;  cheefe,  7  s.  the  ftone;  wheat,  L.  i,  13  s.  the 
Berwick  boll;  barley,  18  s.;  oats,  15s:;  and  peas,  L.  z« 
4  s.  All  the  above  articles,  30  jears  ago,  fold 'at  lels 
than  half  the  price.  The  wages  of  day-labourers  are  ge> 
oerally  i  s.  a-day  in  fummer,  i  s.  6  d.  in  hay  and  corn 
barveft,  8  d.  and  9  d.  in  winter ;  carpenters  and  mafons, 
t  s.  6  d.  The  wages  of  fingle  men  fervants,  L.  6,  io  s.  to 
L.  7  the  year ;  women,  L.  3,  3  s.  to  L.  3,  10  s.  The  only 
foef  is  ooal,  brought  from  Northumberland,  between  8  and 
9  imles  diftant,  at  2  s.  6  d.  and  3  ^.  the  load ;  the  hire, 
1  s.  '6  d.  in  fummer,  and  3  s.  in  winter* 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — The  ftyle  of  living  among 
the  poor  people  here,  is  very  different  from  that  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  earnings  of  the  women,  added  to  thofe  ot 
the  men,  make  a  more  confiderable  fum  than  that  ftated 
in  ibe  account  of  the  poor  in  England;  and  hence  the  in* 
dufitous  and  osconomical  among  them,  bring  up  their  &- 
milies,  when  in  health,  very  decently,  without  any  afBIl- 
ance  from  the  parifh  funds.  The  people  are  all  of  the  or- 
dinary fize,  except  the  parifh  fcboolmafter,  who  is  com*' 
puted  to  be  7  feet  4  inches  high  ;  his  ^runk  is  very  large, 
his  legs  long,  but  not  well  made  \  there  appears  a  weak- 
xiefs  in  tliem,  and  in 'his  knee  joints,  fo  that  he  walks 
badly.  He  is  very  unwieldy,  looks  unhealthy,  and  is  only 
25  years  of  age.  He  is  very  gentle  in  his  manners,  good 
humoured,  and  obliging.  He  teaches  Latin,  mathematics, 
ttritSmetic;' writing,  and  Englifh,  very  well;  Has  a  very 
tiumerous  ilchool,  above  60  fcbolars,  and  gives  very  gene- 
ral (adsf^iffion. — ^The  people  ^e  in  general  ver^  fober,  ia- 
dt^dils,  send  OBConosiicaL    l^ere  is  a  mdft  material  diange 
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to  the  better,  both  in  fiving  and  dreis,  whhin  thefe  20 
years.  There  is  no  remembrance  of  a  murder  or  a  fuicide 
having  been  committed.— The  roads  al^  tolerably  good. 
One,  which  leads  to  Berwick  from  the  weft  part  of  the 
tountrj,  is  excellent.  The  crois  roads  will  loon  be  good, 
as  the  ftmds  are  confiderable,  there  being  above  L.  80  Stet« 
ling  coUefted  annually  for  fiatute-laboor.  The  produce  of 
one  toll  already  in  the  pariih,  and  another  fooh  [to  be  ered- 
edy  will  be  above  L^  300  Sterling  a-jear.— -In  the  year  1782, 
meal  was  fold  to  the  poor  people  at  reduced  prices,  for 
trhich  the  opulent  chearfiilly  contributed. — ^Mr  Philip  Red- 
path,  the  late  minifter,  was  a  man  of  great  worth  and 
learning,  and  well  known  for  his  tranflation  of  fioethius. 
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PARISH   OF   KItSPINDIE, 

(county  of  Perth.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Anthony  Dow. 


I    fa 


Name,  Situation,  Surface,  Soil,  Air,  i^c. 

HTHERE  were  originallj  two  parifhes,  Rait  and  Kilfpin- 
die,  and  the  walls  of  the  church  of  Rait  are  ftiU  ftand- 
ing.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  at  what  time  the  two 
were  united ;  only  this  much  I  have  been  able  to  trace, 
that  it  mufl  have  been  prior  to  1634.  Kills  Gaelic,  and 
always  fignifies  a  burying  place  or  tomb.  When  a  faint 
was  buried,  the  place  was  generally  caHed  by  his  name, 
with  the  fyllable  Ki/  prefixed.  The  pariih  is  fituated  in 
the  county  of  Perth,  in  the  prefbytery  of  Perth,  and  Synod 
of  Perth  and  Stirling,  about  mid-way  between  the  two 
towns  of  Perth  and  Dundee,  the  road  between  thefe  two 
places  running  through  the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifli  for  3 
miles.  Its  form  is  oblong  -,  in  length  from  S.  £.  to  N.  W. 
about  5  miles ;  in  breadth  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £.  about  3 {-• 
The  parifli  is  bounded  on  the  S.  £.  by  Errol,  on  the  S.  W. 
by  Kinfauns,  on  the  N.  W.  and  N.  by  St  Martin's  and 
CoUace,  and  on  the  E.  by  Kinnaird.  Though  the  church 
and  manfe  are  fituated  in  the  Garfe  of  Gowrie,  yet  a  very 
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4inan  proportion  011I7  of  the  parilh  lies  in  the  Carfe.     It 
moiUj  extends  acrois  the  hills  to  that  part  of  Strathmore, 
which  goes  bj  the  name  of  Stormount.     The  hills  ate  ge- 
nerallj  barren ;  in  many  places  the  furface  is  covered  with 
a  (hort  heath,  wet,  and  full  of  thofe  whiteiih  or  gray  whin<»' 
(tones,  which  indicate  a  poor,  unkindly  bleak  foil.     The 
bottom  is  a  very  bad  fort  of  clay,  coroinonly  caUed  by  the 
Sumers  here  Mortar  or  Till.     But  though  in  general  the 
fummits  of  the  hills  are  barren  and  heathy^  there  are  many 
pleafant  little  fpots  in  hollows  and  glens,  where  the  foil  is 
good  and  fruitful  in  a  high  de^ee.     All  thofe  parts  of  the 
hills  which  flope  towards  the  Carfe,  are  well  cultivated, 
an^  to  (he  very  fummit ;  producing  crops  of  every  kind 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  low  country,  ahd  nearly  of  equal 
quality ;  flax,  potatoes  and  turnip,  in  much  greater  perfec- 
tion.    That  part  of  the  parifh  which  lies  ^n  the  hollow  of 
the  Carfe,  is  generally  very  wet,  but  of  a  deep  rich  foil,  a 
mixture  of  clay  and  mo(s,  producing  in  good  feafons,  and 
when  well  managed,  very  luxuriant  crops.     The  air  is  to- 
lerably dry  and  healthy  in  general.     In  fome  of  the  loweft 
parts,  it  is  rather  moid  and  damp,  but  among  the  hills  very 
cold  and  penetrating.     In  the  hollow  grounds,  all  through 
this  Carfe,  the  ague  was  formerly  a  very  prevalent  dillem- 
per,  buf  is  now  hardly  known,  owing,  no  doubt,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  the  draining  of  the  grounds*     Rheijjimati&n  is 
the  mofl  common  complaint. 

Population^  ljP<:.-^I  have  reafon  to  believe  .the  numbers 

were  formerly  much  greater  than  nqw.     The  return  to 

Dr  Webfter  was  828.     No  farther  back  than  30  years,  it 

is  known  to  many  of  the  inhabitants,  that  in  one  diftrifl 

there  were  between  20  and  30  familid^  more  than  are  now 

uj>on  it.     Inftead  of  being  divided  into  fmall  fpots,  pen- 

4icles,  or  farms  of  a  few  acres,  it  is  at  prefent  in  the  hands 
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of  one  qt  two  farmers.  On  one  or  two  niore  fiimiiSy  the 
number  of  cottagers  has  alfo  been  diminifhed.  The  num- 
ber of  fouls  I  found  in  Auguf^  1789  to  be  718.  Male^ 
34O9  females  378.  In  one  village  are  1709  tni.  in  another 
(So  fiouls. 

Average  of  births  for  5  years,  from  December  1735^ 
to  December  1740,  is  - 

I74S» 
1750, 

1755» 

1760,  .  .  - 

X765, 

1770, 

i775t 

X780,  .  -  - 

1785^  -        /    - 

to  December  1790,  -    '  -  -         19 

Average  of  deaths  for  7  years,  from  December  1783  to 

December  1790,  is  17  or  18.     Average  of  marriages,  from 

J 770  to  1780,  is  6.    From  1780  to  1790,  8.     Taking  the 

average  of  births  for  the  lafl  7  years,  from  December  1783 

to  December  1 790,  the  number  is  ezadly  the  fame  as  for 

^he  laft  5  years,  19,  and  of  burials,  as  above,  17  or  x8. 

The.reafon  why  the  average  of  deaths  goes  np  farther  back 

than  to  1783,  is  becaufe  there  has  been  no  regifler  of  thefe 

kept,  previous  to  the  a£t  in  1783,  appointing  a  tax  of  3  d. 

to  be  levied  on  each  burial,  &c.     The  births  mentioned 

are  not  exactly  thofe  within  the  parifli ;  for  all  the  children 

that  have  been  baptifed  here,  v^hether  born  in  it  or  hot, 

have  their  names  inroUed  in  the  regifter  here ;  fo  alfo  it  is 

with  regard  to  burials.     With  refpeft  to  marriages,  they 

are  all  recorded,  whether  onlj  one  or  both  parties  have 

been  within  the  pariih.     Hence  all  thofe  marriages,  wherQ 

|the  parties  have  been  prpclaimed  in  two  different  parilhes, 

are 
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iure  twice  regiftered.  There  are  68  fotJs  under  to  jeats  oF 
figCf  00I7 1  above  90.  There  are  7  heritors,  none  of  whom 
xefide;  15  farmets,  emplojring  each  a  ploughs,  or  more; 
7  or  8  {mailer  fanners,  who  hare  only  x  plongfa ;  45  wea- 
vers, all  employed  in  working  fale  linen,  commonlj  coarfe, 
what  is  called  Olbaborgs ;  they  all  vrotk  for  fome  manu* 
fadorer,  either  in  Perth  or  Dundee,  and  do  little  on  their 
own  riik ;  4  blackXmiths,  with  4  apprentices ;  3  fhoema- ' 
kers,  only  i  apprentice ;  4  houfe  and  cart  wrights,  widi  a 
apprentices ;  4  taUon ;  6  meal-miUers,  at  as  many  different 
mills ;  2  mafons ;  3  gardeners,  only  i  of  whom  is  employ* 
ed  in  a  gentleman's  garden;  a  diftilleries,  employing  5 
men;  not  above  8  or  10  houfehold  fenrants',  xii  labour- 
ing  fervants,  male  and  female.  Threfiiing  mills  having  be- 
come already  wonderfully  common  through  this  country, 
fewer  cottagers  are  employed  in  the  bams,  thtefliing,  &c. ; 
24  families  are  Seceders  (Burghers  and  Antiburghers) ;  2 
or  3  Epifcopalian  Nonjurants,  who  all  now  attend  in  the 
Eflablilhed  Church,  fince  the  death  of  their  clergyman ; 
only  X  Roman  Catholic ;  65  bachelors,  taking  all  the  un- 
married men  above  at  years  of  ag^;  xxj  married  or  wi- 
dowers. Each  marriage  produces  3  children  alive,  at  an 
average ;  but  if  all  thofe  dead  were  to  be  included,  the  ave- 
rage would  amount  to  4.  Only  2  unmfaabited  houfes  be- 
fore Martinmas  laft;  X49  inhabited  houfes,  not  quite  5  to 
each. 

jigricMbure^  lie. — Between  aooo  and  30CO  acres  are  fup- 
pofed  to  ^e  employed  in  raifing  corn,  &c.  and  farms  are 
from  4,  5  a^d  6  ploughs,  to  little  pendicles  of  a  acres ; 
.which  laft  are  ploughed,  &c.  by  the  great  farmers,  the  fub- 
tenants  being  Bound  for  harveft  work  in  return.  From  the 
beginning  of  February  to  April,  peafe  and  beans  are  fown ; 
from  the  end  of  April  to  the  end  of  May,  barley ;  wheat 

in 
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ia  the  end  of  September,  Oftober,  and  beginning  of  N99 
vember.  It  is  generally  obferved  of  the  Carfe  farmers, 
that  they  continue  fowing  wheat  as  long  as  the  feafon  will 
allow ;  but  I  have  never  feen  any  fpring-wheat  here.  This 
laft  autumn  there  has  been  more  wheat  fown  in  this  Carfe, 
than  ever  was  known  in  one  feafon  in  the  memory  of  man. 
Autumn  1789  was  remarkably  wet  and  rainy,  and  the  far^ 
mers  could  not  in  many  places  catch  a  fingle  day  to  fow 
even  their  fallowed  ground.  They  depend  upon  their 
wheat  crop  for  paying  the  landlord,  and  they  feem  deterr 
mined  to  make  up  in  this,  what  they  fell  fhort  in  laft  fea- 
fon. The  wheat  barveft  generally  begins  the  end  of  Au* 
guft,  and  continues  all  September ;  oats,  barley  and  peafe 
in  September  and  Oftober  ^  and  beans  in  Odober,  or  be- 
ginning of  November  frequently.  Carfe  ground  lets  from 
L.  I,  15  s.  to  L.  2,  15  s.  the  acre ;  hill  ground  from  i  j  s.  to 
L.  I,  15  s.  The  $Z9  of  farms  is  very  different,  from  40  to 
250  acres,  and  their  number  is  greatly  diminifhed.  Ploughs 
are  between  60  and  70,  drawn  by  2  horfes,  all  over  the 
low  grounds ;  but  through  the  hills,  by  2  horfes  and  2  oxen, 
except  on  3  farms,  where  the  2  horfe-plough  is  ufed.  The 
plough  which  is  now  univerfally  ufed  here,  is  much  after 
the  make  of  Small's.  On  one  or  two  of  what  are  called  the 
Brae  farms,  that  is,  the  farms  on  the  flope  of  the  hills, 
where  the  ground  hangs,  they  often  yoke  3  horfes  a-breaft. 
The  mid41e  horfe,  the  leading  one,  being  before  the  2  fide- 
horfes,  by  the  length  of  the  head  and  neck,  which  makes  a 
very  ftrong  plough,  but  kneads  the  ground  very  much  for 
the  6  laft  ploughed  furrows  of  a  ridge.  The  grounds  are 
generally  uninclofed ;  there*  are  no  ftones  to  build  fen- 
ces ;  and  hedges  neftle  fuch  a  number  of  fmall  birds,  that 
they  are  generally  difliked.  No  body  fends  out  cattle  with- 
out a  man  cr  a  boy  to  attend  them.  The  people  feem  fo 
9iucb  accuftomed  to  open  grounds^  that  they  feldom  think 
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of  incloftires.  However,  the  farmers  are  all  convinted  of 
the  great  utility  of  inclofuresy  and  would  univerfallj  prefer 
an  indofed  and  fubdivided  farm,  to  one  wholly  open. 

Stipend  and  Poar.'^The  average  value  of  the  living  here 
is  about  L.  77  Sterling.  The  glebe  lies  detached  in  feve- 
ral  different  places,  and  fome  part  of  it  is  a  rugged  bank ; 
but  there  are  6  or  7  acres  of  it  of  a  tolerably  good  foil, 
that  might  give  L.  i,  15  s.  or  L.  2  the  acre. — There  are  on- 
ly 2  old  men,  without  wife  or  children,  who  are  wholly 
fupported  by  the  parifh,  though  9  other  poor  families  re- 
ceive occafional  relief,  for  which  the  colleflions  at  the 
church  have  hitherto  been  fufficient. 

Prices^  Wages^  tjPr.— Beef  generally  felb  at  4d.  the  pound, 
veal  jd.  mutton  3d.  fowls  i,s.  and  is.  2d.  butter  pd. 
wheat  L.  I,  is.  barley  14s.  oat-meal  14s.  the  boll.  Day's 
wages  are  i s.  generally ;  but  i s.  3 d.  and  is.  6^.  in  har- 
veft,  without  diet.  When  they  receive  their  diet,  the  wages 
are  from  8  d.  to  z  s.  Fuel  is  whins,  broom,  and  coals  from 
the  frith  of  Forth,  at  the  rate  of  3  s.  9  d.  or  4  s.  the  boU, 
weighing  5  a  Dutch  ftones,  befides  carriage  from  the  har- 
bour. Servants  wages  in  this  oountry  have  riien  to  a  mod 
alarming  height.  The  men  from  L.  7  to  L.  15,  15  s.  a^year, 
with  2  pecks  of  meal  a-week,  and  9  d.  a-week  for  milk  or 
beer ;  women  from  L.  2  to  L.  3,  with  their  viftuals.  The 
inen-fervants,  with  all  their  enormous  fees,  are  difobliging, 
perverfe  and  obfiinate,  refiifing  to  work  more  than  6  hours 
in  the  forenoon,  and  4  in  the  afternoon.  They  have  no 
idea  of  fubmitting  %o  any  little  oeconomical  employment  at 
a  winter  fir«-iide.  Bid  them  mend  a  com-fack,  and  they 
will  fly  in  your  fiice. 

MifceUamoHs 
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Mifcillanetnu  Oiforvations^^^Th^  roads  are  at  ^xeitai 
very  bad  and  narrow.    Thej  have  never  been  fiifficient- 
.  Ij  made ;  bat  now  worfe  than  ever,  as  the  new  tnmpike- 
road,  in  a  verj  different  diredion*  engages  the  wh^  at- 
tention qf  the  gentlemen.    Till  lately,  the  ftatute-uoonf 
was  all  cxaQed  in  kind,  but  now  is  generally  eommuted  af 
no  turnpikes  as  yet,  though  we  exptSt  enough  of  them 
foon.    Of  lat^,  there  has  been  in  this,  as  in  fome  other 
coonties,  a  fort  of  outcry  againft  turnpikes,  though  I  be- 
lieve the  moft  feniible  and  conjGderate  are  ready  enough  tcT 
agree,  they  may  turn  out  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country  in  general,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  fiumers  iii 
particulsMT. — The  vulgar  in  moft  part  of  this  country,  and 
particularly  here,  have  an  utter  diflike  to  all  regular  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons,  though  in  general,  their  faith  in  drugs/ 
quack  medicines,  and  old  wives  noftrums^  is  moft  implicit.- 
In  my  attendance  upon  the  fick,  my  firft  queftion  has  ge- 
nerally been,  when  I  found  the  diforder  dangerous,  whe-' 
ther  a  phyiician  had  been  called ;  and  though  I  have  al- 
ways advifed  it,  1 4o  not  remember  that  in  any  inftance  1 
have  fuceeeded.— Common  people  in  the  Carfe  are  in  ge- 
neral rather  tall,  firong  and  clumfy  in  petfon;  dull,  obfti- 
nate,  rude  azid  unnaannerly ;  fond  of  drels  to  an  extreme  ^ 
live  well.   The  better  fort  of  farmers,  luxurious  and  expen- 
five  in  their  mode  of  living,  without  the  leaft  claim  to  neat- 
neis  or  elegance. — ^The  numbers  of  wild  geefe,  that  come 
down  in  flocks  from  the  high  grounds,  about  the  end  of 
harveft»  are  very  remarkable.     More  than  looo  have  been 
feen  in  one  field.    A  few  firaggUng  geefe  have  been  killed 
in  the  bills. — ^There  is  a  hill  of  gravel,  a  Httle  to  the  S.  £. 
of  the  village  of  Rait,  upon  the  top  of  which,  there  are  evi- 
dent marks  of  fome  old  fort  or  entreaehmenL    It  is  much' 
impaired,  and  on  one  fide  wholly  ruined,  by  the  encroach- 
ments of  a  fmall  ftream  that  runs  at  the  bottom  of  it.    The 
common  people  have  no  tradition  with  regard  to  it. 
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NUMB  £  It    XXVin. 


FARISH   or   STRI  CK  ATHRO  W, 

« 

(county    of    FORFAR.)     / 


Sy  tie  lUv.  Mr  Robert  Hankaiu 


Naeu^  SittuUioaf  Eximtf  Soilf  Rivers^  Ifc. 

THIS  diftrift  is  compofed  of  two  parifhes,  Strickath* 
row  and  Dunlappie,  ludted  ia  i6i8.  The  name, 
StriekatbroWf  according  to  fome,  is  a  Celtic  compound,  fig- 
nifying  the  *  ftrath  or  valley  where  the  King  fought.'  Thb 
parifli  lies  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  prefbytery  of  Brechin, 
and  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams,  and  is  bounded  by  the 
pariflies  of  Dun,  Brechin,  Menmuir,  Lethnot,  EdzeU, 
Fettercairn,  Marykirk,  and  Logie.  It  is  about  7  miles  in 
length,  and  a  in  breadth,  lying  S.  £.  and  N.  W, ;  is  low 
in  the  middle,  but  riles  to  each  extremity,  and  compre- 
hends the  whole  breadth  of  Strathmore  in  this  place.  From 
the  manfe,  which  is  fituatc^  in  the  bentre  of  the  pariih, 
the  profpeft  is  every  way  extenfive,  particularly  towards 
the  eaft,  extending  in  that  diredion  upwards  .of  ao  miles* 
The  pariih  is  not  much  inclofed,  but  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try is  imcoamionly  plea£mt«  The  foil  is  various  \  on  the 
S.  it  is  day,  pretty  deep  ;  in  the  middle,  black  earth,  ibarp, 
]^«t  not  deep,  witb  a  channel  bottom}  on  the  N.  it  is 
ypl».-  JV,  P  d  partly 
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partlj  clay,  and  partly  loam,  and  the  hills  on  either  fide 
are  covered  with  heath.  The  air  is  generally  dry,  and 
wholefome ;  though  there  are  in  feverjil  places,  marlhes 
and  wade  grounds.  The  pari(h  is  remarkably  well  wa- 
tered. A  large  rivulet,  called  the  Crook,  enters  it  pn  the 
W. ;  on  the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  a  confiderably  larger 
ftream,  called  the  Weft-water,  which,  ^bou^  half  a  mile 
from  the  church,  joins  one  ftill  larger,  called  the  Eaft- 
V^ater  -,  and  thefe  foon  joining  the  Crook,  they  form  alto« 
gether  the  river  Northeik.  Thefe  waters  are  well  fup- 
plied,  with  trout,  and  in  the  Northeik  there  is  a  confider- 
able  falmon-fifliing. 

jfgricubure^  \Jc. — The  prodnftions  of  the  pariifa  are 
principally  oats  and  bear,  (commonly  called  Chefter),  with 
fome  barley  and  wheat.  Of  this  laft  very  little  is  raifed, 
partly  owing  to  the  lightnefs  of  the  foil,  and  partly  to  an 
opinion  that  two  crops  of  other  grain  are  more  profitable. 
The  return  is  various,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  foil, 
and  the  fiate  of  improvements,  though  it  generally  is  from 
6  to  10,  and  may  be  eftimat^d,  at  an  average,  7  after  i. 
In  1784,  afield,  containing  7^  acres,  yielded  upwards  of 
90  bolls  meal ;  it  was  indeed  the  firft  crop  after  lime,  and 
that  year  the  crop  was  good  every  where.  Flax,  for  which 
the  foil  feems  to  be  generally  adapted,  is  raifed  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  and  is  ufually  the  fecond  crop  after  ley. 
Eight  pecks  of  feed  are  fown  on  each  acre,  and  the  return 
is  32  ftones  drefled  lint,  but  this  depends  on  the  ftate  of  the 
ground.  An  acre  of  lint,  fold  on  the  foot,  brings  from 
L.  10  to  L.  X4.  The  flax,  which  the  farmer  raifes  and 
fpins  in  his  own  fiamily,  brings  him  about  L.  i,  2  8.  the 
ftone ;  when  he  gives  it  out  to  be  fpun,  he  pays  at  the 
^ate  of  I  s.  I  d.  the  fpindle.  A  farmer  of  this  pari(h  has 
attempted  to  raife  white  clover  feed,  and  for  a  years  paft 


^  Sirickathrowi  211 

lia^  fumifked  the  countrj  with  feed,  reckoned  fiiperior  ia 
quality,  and  better  adapted  to  the  climate  than  what  is 
imported.  The  common  mode  of  farming  here,  is  half 
grais  and  half  crop,  with  a  field  of  peas  or  turnips,  but 
there  are  many  exceptions.  The  rotation  is,'  i.  oats ;  7,4 
bear  or  barley;  3.  oats;  4.  a  green  crop ;  5.  bear  or  bar- 
\tj^  along  with  12  pounds  red,  and  4  pounds  white  clover 
feed,  and  half  a  boll  of  rye»grafs  feed  the  acre*  As  foon 
as  harveft  is  got  in,  the  ground  is  fallowed  or  ribbed ;  and 
March  is  generally  well  advanced,  before  any  feed  is  fown» 
but  this  depends  on  the  feafon.  Au  hufbandry  work  that 
requires  draught,  is  performed  with  horfes,  and  the  ordi« 
nary  fort  of  plough  is  ufed.  Horfes,  cows,  (heep,  fwine^ 
Sec.  are  generally  of  a  middle  fize,  but  the  breed  of  horfes 
and  cows  is  fenfibly  improving.  Black  cattle,  of  a  year 
old,  win  bring  from  L.  1  to  L.  3  each ;  this  article,  and 
grain,  form  the-  two  principal  commodities  of  the  parilh, 
and  for  thefe  there  is  generally  a  ready  market,  the  town 
of  Brechin  being  at  the  diftaace  of  3  miles,  and  Montrofe 
7  miles  from  this  parilh.  New  leafed  farms  pay  at  the 
rate  of  L.  i,  is.  the  acre  of  arable  land,  but  this  is  reck- 
oned dear,  the  old  le^fes  being  confiderably  lower.  Tradef- 
men  and  others  who  choofe  a  imall  piece  of  ground  for 
their  convenience,  pay  from  L.  i,  j  s.  to  L.  i,  xos.  an 
acre.  The  rent  of  land  has  adyanced  very  confiderably 
fince  X751  ;  in  that  year  a  farm  was  rented  at  12  bolls  of 
meal,  x2  bolls  of  oat$,  and  L.  4  :  13  :  6  in  money,  making 
altogether  fomewhat  lefs  than  L.  20  ;  now  the  fame  farm 
is  divided  into  2,  one  of  which  pays  L.  86,  and  the  other 
if.  44  a-year.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  2614: 16:  ix  Scots. 
The  real  rent  cannot  eafily  be  afcertained. 

Minerals^  Fuel^  i^c. — In  the  S,  E.  part  of  the  parilh  is 
ft  large  bed  of  limeflone,  which  has  been  wrought  for  fe- 
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▼era!  years,  and  fiells  at  the  rate  of  i  s*.  lo  d.  the  boB.  The 
coal  with  which  the  lime  is  bumty  is  imported  at  M<»itro& 
from  the  frith  of  Forth ;  the  ufual  price  of  that  necef&iy 
article  is  no  left  than  8  s.  6  d.  the  boU,  or  7a  ftone,  for 
Scotch  coaly  and  i  s.  6  d.  the  barrel  for  En^Ufli  coal.  This 
pariih  producing  fcarcely  any  peats,  the  fuel  chiefly  nfed 
is  turf  and  broom. — Stone  abounds  her«,  but  it  is  of  a  red- 
di(h  colour^  and  either  very  foft,  or  fo  hard  as  to  refift  the 
chifleL — There  are  2  mineral  fprings,  impregnated  with 
fteely  but  too  weak  to  produce  any  efiefi. 

Prices  of  Provifions  and  labour.'-^ln  1751,  feed-oats 
fold  at  13  s.  4  d.  and  meal  at  12  s.  4  d.  the  boU,  butter  at 
4  d.  the  pound,  eggs  1  d.  the  dozen,  an  oz  at  L.  2.  The 
wages  of  men  fervants  were  L.  i :  13  : 4,  and  of  women 
fervants,  L.  x  a-year,  and  a  day-labourer  got  2  d.  a-day 
and  vifluals.  In  1 790,  feed-oats  and  meal  were  fold,  the 
former  at  15  s.  and  the  latter  at  13  s.  4  d.  barley  at  14  s» 
and  bear  at  12  s.  the  boll,  butter  at  7  d.  a-pound,  eggs  at 
4  d.  a  dozen,  an  6x  at  L«  6.  The  wages  of  men  fervants 
have  advanced  to  L.  7,  and  of  women  fervants  to  L.  3  a^ 
year,  and  a  day-labourer  now  has  9  d.  and  viAuals.  A 
girl  that  fits  at  her  wheel  will  earn  6^  d.  arday,  at  the 
rate  of  i  s.  i  d.  the  fpindle. 

/ 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  returns,  about 
the  1750,  the  numbers  were  529,  In  1790,  they  were 
672;  269  males,  and  403  females.  The  caufes  of  this  in« 
creafe  are  faid  to  be  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  the 
extenfion  of  trade.  By  the  regifter  for  xo  yean  preceding 
X790,  the  births  were  X43,  the  burials  x2o,  and  the  mar* 
riages  56.  But  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  births  and 
marriages  are  not  fo  fully  inferted  as  the  burials,  many 
choofing  rather  to  forego  the  advantage  of  having  their  mar* 
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mges  and  the  births  of  their  children  reglftered^  than  pay 
the  tax ;  whereas,  in  the  cafe  of  burials,  the  mortcloth  is 
alwajs  employed,  for  the  hire  of  which  the  clerk  muft  ac- 
count to  the  felfion.  The  number  of  children  produced 
from  each  marriage,  at  an  average,  is  between  4  and  5* 
In  1790,  the  number  of  deaths  was  confiderablj  greater 
than  ufual,  occafioned  by  the  ravages  of  ^nervous  fever^ 
and  which  raged  moft  in  marihy  places.  ™licre  are  in  the 
parifh,  8  heritors,  3  of  whom  reiide }.  17  fumecs,,  and  16 
families  of  tradefmen* 


Stipend^  Churchy  Poor^  lie. — The  ftipend  is  L.322,  17  s. 
4d.  Scots,  including  L.30  for  communion  elements,  13 
bolls  of  oats,  23!  bolls  of  meal,  and  23-i'  bolls  of  bear,  the 
whole  not  exceeding,  at  an  average,  L.  65  Sterling  a-year. 
Of  the  above,  there  is  a  part  paid  out  of  the  neighbouring 
parifh  of  Brechin.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1748;  and, 
as  this  diftrifi  is  compofed  of  two  united  pariflies,  the  mi« 
nifter  has  two  glebes,  one  of  5,  and  the  other  of  3  acres^ 
though,  as  the  latter  lies  at  the  difiance  of  a  miles  from 
the  manfe,  it  is  of  little  value.  The  church  is  little  better 
than  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  has  all  die  marks  of  great  anti- 
quity. In  Popifh  and  Epifcopal  times,  it  was  the  church 
jd  the  Chantor  of  the  Cathedral  of  Brechin.  In  the  church- 
Jkrd  are  '3  graves,  which,  according  to  tradition,  are  the 
burial  places  of  3  Danifh  Generals.— Befidea  &milles  who 
receive  occafional  fupplies,  there  are  10  poor  on  the  roll  ; 
one  of  thefe  is  a  lunatic,  and  for  fome  years  coft  the  parifh 
L.  10,  but  the  ezpence  is  now  reduced  to  L.  7  a*year ;  the 
others  are  maintained  in  their  own  houfes.  The  funds  a* 
fife  firom  the  weekly  coUedions,  which,  on  an  average^ 
are  4  s.  7  d.  the  profits  of  the  mortcloth,  and  the  intereft 
of  L.  187  capital  ftock,  amounting  altogether  to  about  L.  21 
a^year. 

Roacb* 
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RoadA,'^The  great  roads  from  Brechin  to  Aberdeen/ 
and  from  Brechin  to  Glenefky  pais  through  this  pariih,  and 
are  in  tolerable  repair ;  but  the  road  from  hence  to  Mon- 
trofci  and  the  private  roads,  are  a  difgrace  to  the  country. 

_  ■ 

][p  1789,  an  aA  of  Parliament  was  obtained  to  repair  the 
iroads  in  this  county,  by  which  the  ftatute-labour  is  con- 
trerted  into  money,  at  the  rate  of  L.  i,  4  s^  for  every  L.  100 
Scots  of  value^|rent.  The  fenfe  of  the  pariihioners  of 
Strickathrow,  with  refpeft  to  this  aft,  b,  that  commuta- 
tion of  labour  into  tnoney  is  an  advantage  both  to  them 
and  to  the  roads,  provided  the  fum  is  moderate ;  but  in 
the  prefent  inftance  it  is  deemed  too  lugh. 

jtraiquities^  and  Mifce^aneotu  OB/ervations.-^^'tiktTe  is  a; 
place  in  the  pariih  called  Blackdikes,  which  is  thought  to 
be  a  corruption  of  Battle-dikes.  This  conjefture  is  ftrength<« 
ened  by  there  being  the  remains  of  a  camp  of  an  oblong 
figure,  2  fides  of  which  are  ftill*  vifible,  lying  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  the  pariih  of  Brechin.  N.  W.  from  this  en- 
campment, at  the  diftance  of  about  3  miles,  are  2  hills,, 
forming  a  part  of  the  Grampian  Mountains,  called  Catev- 
thun,  or  '  the  Eail  and  Weft  Cater,'  the  one  furroundetf 
*  with  an  immenfe  alTemblage  of  ftones,  the  other  with  an 
earthen  rampart,  both  being  in  a  favourable  fituation  for  a 
camp.  It  is  very  ftrongly  conjedured  that  this  is  the  pla|^ 
mentioned  by  Tacitus,  where  the  engagement  between  A- 
gricola  and  Galgacus,  General  of  the  Caledonians,  hap- 
pened. Under  this  head,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  ac- 
cording to  fome  writers,  the  church-yard  of  Strickathrow 
was  the  fcene  of  the  abjefl  furrender  of  the  Crown  of  Scot- 
land, by  John  Baliol,  to  King  Edward  I.  in  1296.-— Na- 
ture has  denied  coal  to  this  parifli,  and  that  want  is  more 
fenfibly  felt  by  a  tax  of  2  s.  the  boU  upon  importatioa. 

Coal^ 
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Coal,  howeveTi  is  reckoned  the  cheapeft  fuel  to  be  pro* 
cured,  peats  being  very  dear.— The  grain  produced  here 
is  o(  an  inferior  quality,  and  fells  lower  than  what  is 
raifed  in  the  more  foutherly  part  of  the  county.  Short 
leales  may  alfo  be  ranked  under  this  head,  though  they 
are  not  peculiar  to  this  parifh* 
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Namif  Situatioff,  Sm/a^,  foil  and  Climai$. 

^T^HE  moft  general  and  probable  account  is,  that  the  pf* 
rilh  was  fo  called,  from  its  having  been  the  immemo^ 
rial  refidence  and  property  of  people  of  that  name.  John- 
fions  have  been  die  principal^  and  almoft  fole  proprietors, 
and  long  ago  were  the  onlj  inhabitants  of  the  parilh.  It 
is  fituated  in  that  part  of  Damfries-fliire,  known  bj  the 
name  of  Annandale,  and  belongs  to  the  prefbjtery  of  Loch^ 
maben,  and  Synod  of  Dumfries.  Its  length  is  4  miles,  and 
breadth  3,  except  towards  the  N.  W.  ^'om  the  church, 
where  it  extends  to  the  diftance  of  5,  and  in  one  place  6 
miles.  On  the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  Kirkpatrick-Juxta, 
on  the  £.  by  Wamphray  and  Applegarth,  on  the  S.  by 
Lochmaben,  and  on  the  W.  by  Kirkmichael  and  Clpfebum* 
The  appearance  of  the  country  is  flat,  with  a  gradual  afcent 
towards  the  weft.  Owing  to  its  flatnefi,  this,  and  a  confi* 
derable  trad  of  neighbouring  country,  running  from  S*  to 
N.  has  got  the  name  of  Dak;  and  either  becaufe  the  river 
Annan  runs  along  it,  or  becaule  the  town  of  Annan  is  at 
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one  end  of  it,  it  lias  been  called  AnnaniaU,  The  foil  is 
chiefly  of  three  kinds.  The  higher  lands  are  generally 
deep  mols  or  clay,  and  on  the  banks  of  Annan  the  land  is 
light  and  fandy.  Great  part,  or  rather  mod  of  it,  is  rich 
and  good,  though  till  of  late  much  neglected,  and  needs  on- 
ly culture  to  make  it  produce  the  moft  luxuriant  crops. 
Rains  are  moflly  from  the  fouth,  and  in  great  quantity, 
yet  the  air  is  not  unhealthy  to  the  natives,  though  delicate 
firangers  complain  of  it,  and  indeed  generally  fuffer  much 
from  it  upon  their  firft  fettling  here.  Notwitb Handing  the 
great  rains  and  frequent  fogs,  the  ague  feldom  appears* 
We  have  fometimes  putrid  fevers,  owing  perhaps  in  fome 
meafure  to  tlie  carrion  on  which  our  neighbours  in  the 
mountains  chiefly  fubfift :  For  when  the  fhepherds  meet 
^th  a  dead  flieep,  if  it  will  but  carry  home,  it  is  generally 
ufed  for  food ;  and  from  habit,  they  prefer  it  to  found  and 
wholefome  mutton.  Confumptions  are  like  wife  frequent ; 
'but  the  moft  common  ailments  are  rheum ati  1ms  and  ner- 
vous complaints,  elpecially  in  the  decline  of  life. 

Rvoer  jinnan.^^ln  the  river  Annan,  which  bounds  us  on 
the  eaft,  there  is  abundance  of  yellow  and  fea  trout,  com- 
mon and  fpotted  eels  *,  roches,  pars,  and  falmon  from  30  to 
40  pound  weight.  When  large  quantities  of  fnow  upon 
the  neighbouring  hilb  happen  to  be  fuddenly  thawed,  the 
Annan  fometimes  overflows  its  banks,  and  does  confider- 
able  damage.  When  a  melting  of  the  fnow,  and  heavy  fall 
of  rain  come  together,  they  generally  produce  an  inunda- 
tion of  this  fort,  which  ia  frequently  much  increafed  by  a 
ilrong  fouth  wind,  which  blowing  in  oppoiition  to  the  ri- 
ver, dams  up  its  waters.  It  feldom  overflows  from  rain  a- 
lone.    The  moft  remarkable  inflances  of  riie  fwelling  of 

Vol.  IV.  E  e  the 

•  Thefe  fpotted  eels  are  here  called  Rampar  Eels.    It  is  laid  they  will 
Attack  men,  or  cyen  black  cattle,  when  iu  the  water. 
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the  Atman  ever  retnemWed  here,  were  in  Anguft  17829 
Aoguft*  September  and  0£bbcr  1799. 

Population^  iSc* — ^From  what  can  be  l^am^  this  part  of 
Annandale  was  once  more  populous  than  at  prefent.  The 
decreale  is  owinj  to  feveraji  forms  being  unitedi  and  i^ogd 
arable  bnd  turned  folelj  into  pailure,  on  the  largcft  eftate 
of  the  parilh*  Of  late»  however*  the  farms  there  have  been 
divided  and  fubdivided,  a^d  the  good  eifeds  of  this  judi** 
cious  plan  are  begjaninjg  to  appear.  Land  which  from  ne^ 
glefty  rather  than  anj  deficiencjr  of  foil  or  c:Umatc«  was  co- 
vered  with  heathy  now  produces  mod  plentiful  crops.  The 
fubdiviiion  of  farms  has  enlarged  the  number  of  familie9i« 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  noys^  going  briiklj  on*  has 
increafed  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  large*  The  return 
to  Dr  Webller,  about  40  years  ago^  was  494.  The  numi* 
ber  of  inhabitants  at  prefent  is  5<Sj  \  males  293,  females 
279 ;  under  10  jears  of  age,  140  ;  from  10  to  20,  86 ;  from 
from  20  to  50,  246;  from  50  to  70,  79;  from  70  to  lOQf 
14.  The  olcieft  perfon  is  a  woman,  aged  96;  the  reft  are 
all  below  90.  Indeed,  there  are  only  other  2  who  exeeed 
80.  There  are  38  farmers,  5  weavers,  %  ihoemakers,  % 
blackfmiths,  4  tailors,  3  wrights,  i  miller,  5  mafens,  7  ap- 
prentices, 5  female  houfehold  fervants.  The  farmers,  at 
an  average,  have  a  male  and  female  fervant  each,  befides  a 
boj  or  a  girl  for  taking  care  of  their  cattle*  One  ftudent 
pf  medicine.  Only  one  foreigner,  native  of  Jamaica.  One 
bom  in  England.  The  heritors  are  4  in  number,  a  of 
whom  are  what  are  called  portioners,  having  a  (mall  pro- 
perty. One  of  thefe  portioners  i^  the  only  refiding  heri- 
tor. The  Earl  of  Hopetoun's  refidence  here  is  always 
ihort.  The  inhabitants  are  all  of  the  Eftablilbed  Church, 
p^cept  X  Cameronian,  10  Antiburghers,  and  12  Relief  Se- 

ceders. 
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ititn.    Boufes  are  122,  all  infaaibitefl;  at  foil  4^  perfons 
to  each. 

Agricvttute^  t/r.-^Thie  field  prodaflSons  are  chiefly  oats^ 
fome  rje,  a  little  bear  and  barley,  and  here  and  there  « . 
fiew  ridges  of  peas.  No  wheat  nor  beans ;  nor  have  tvr- 
nipSy  till  of  late,  been  fbwn  in  the^  fields,  though  now  be** 
coining  common.  Every  farmer  raifes  potatoes  for  the  uf<^ 
of  his  family ;  generally  fome  Ekewife  for  feeding  fwine 
and  black  catde,  but  chiefly  the  former.  A  few  years  ago 
there  were  no  fruit-trees  in  the  pariih,  nor  are  there  yet 
any  defenring  the  name.  A  very  fine  young  orchard  iii 
now  planted*  at  Raehiils,  at  the  manfe,  and  fome  other  places^. 
Foreft-trees  art  nearly  as  fcarce ;  but  from  the  aames  of 
many  places,  fuch  as  Lochwood,  Woodend,  &c.  where 
Itiere  is  now  very  Stde  wood,  it  is  evident,  that  this,  like 
iiioft  parts  of  Scotland,  once  abounded  in  trees.  Befides 
fbrmer  plantations,  150  acres  were  pknted  laft  winter  by 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  Sheep,  which  were  once  fo  plenty, 
are  now  redueed  to  about  1500,  and  fucceeded  by  horfes 
and  black  cattle.  The  fheep  are  mofUy  ftill  the  common 
black  faced  Scotch  Iheep.  Indeed  the  only  exceptions  are 
thofe  at  Raehiils,  part  of  which  are  of  Spanifli  breed,  and 
the  reft  a  cro&  breed,  known  in  this  country  by  the  name 
of  Lon^  Sheep.  Cows  and  horfes  are  rather  more  nume- 
rous than  formerly,  there  being  295  cows,  and  iii  horfes, 
the  latter  almoft  folely  for  hufbandry,  with  a  few  yonng 
ones,  partly  for  fale,  and  partly  to  keep  up  the  old  ftock. 
Befides  the  milk-cows  already  mentioned,  there  may,  at  an 
average,  be  450  black  cattle,  part  fattening,  but  moft  only 
rearing.  There  is  a  ftrong  prejudice  prevails  all  over  this 
country  againft  horned  cattle.  They  bring  at  leaft  10  S. 
a  head  lefi  than  thofe  without  horns,  of  the  fame  weight 
and  qusdity,  probably  becaufe  the  age  of  homed  cattle  cai^ 

not 
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not  be  mifreprefented ;  iTvhereas  a  dealer  can  aiSert  thofe 
without  horns  to  be  of  any  age  that  beft  fuits  his  purpofe^ 
There  are  6  labouring  oxen  at  Raehills.  During  the  5  laft 
years,  there  have  been  annually  ploughed,  at  an  averagey 
850  acres,  moil  of  which  is  employed  in  raifing  oats.  Per* 
haps  an  8th  or  9th  part  is  fown  with  bear,  barley,  rye^ 
peas,  &c.  Next  to  oats,  bear  is  the  ftaple  grain  here. 
Rye  holds  the  next  place.  Our  peas  and  flax  take  but 
little  room.  The  land  on  which  they  fow  bear,  barley 
and  rye  is  generally  the  potato  and  turnip  ground  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  fowing  of  grais  is  a  new  piece  of 
hufbandry  with  us,  and  is  flill  in  its  infancy.  There  were 
40  acres  fown  with  artificial  grafles  laft  feafon*  As  the 
land  is  only  beginning  to  be  improved,  the  pafiuces  are  but 
poor^  and  mud  be  extenfive ;  they  comprehend  all  the  re* 
manent  parts  of  the  parifh,  excepting  what  is  taken  up  by 
roads  and  plantations.  The  commonty,  which  was  very 
confiderable,  was  divided  not  long  ago.  In  ordinary  fea- 
fons,  the  farmers  are  employed  from  the  middle  of  March 
to  the  middle  of  April,  in  ibwing  oats ;  in  the  end  of  April 
they  plant  potatoes.  Such  as  fow  barley  and  grals-feeds,  do  it 
early  in  May,  though  fometimes  the  grafles  are  fown  later. 
Towards  the  middle  of  July,  they  begin  to  cut  their  rye-grais 
and  clover.  Meadow  hay  is  about  a  month  later  in  ripening. 
September  is  ufually  the  harveft  month  for  barley  and  oats ; 
but  in  fome  untoward  feafons,  there  is  often  a  good  deal  to 
cut  down  at  the  commencement  of  O&ober.  The  whole 
rental  is  {aid  to  be  at  ppefent  about  L.  1300  \  but  owing  to 
the  improvements  now  going  on,,  it  muft  foon  be  more  than 
double.  Beft  arable  and  pafture  land  is  {aid  to  rent  from 
8s.  to  I2S.  the  acre;  inferior,  from  3 s.  to  6 &  Average 
£ze  of  farms  is  160  acres,  and  their  number  is  much  in^ 
creafed  thefe  laft  10  years.  Moft  of  our  farmers  have  a 
ploughs  a-piece  ^  one  ftrong  and  heavy,  for  breaking  le j, 

heathy 
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hetthy  &c«  and  another  lighter,  for  ploughing  ftubble,  faL* 
lowing,  &€•  The  J  are  aU  the  common  Scotch  plough,  ex- 
cepting 2  or  3  belonging  to  Lord  Hopetoun,  with  pot-me- 
tal glebe  boards.  Theie  can  never  be  common  here,  as  our 
land  is  ftonj  and  uneven.  In  general,  the  farmers  have  2 
carts  each.  At  Raehills  (fo  called  from  its  having  been 
long  ago  kept  as  a  deer  park  by  the  family  of  Annandale) 
there  are  a  few  deer,  between  20  and  30,  lately  placed  there 
by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  About  as  many  goats  are  to  be 
feen  in  an  adjoining  pafiure.  A  great  part  of  the  parilh 
has  been  indofed  fince  the  prefent  Earl  came  to  the  ma- 
nagement, and  it  is  his  Lordfhip's  intention  foon  to  inclofe 
moft  of  the  remainder.  The  people  are  not  very  fond  of  in- 
dofiires,  as  they  think  it  troublefome  to  keep  their  cattle  off 
the  young  hedges,  and  complain  that  thefe  inclofures  oblige 
them  to  take  round  about  roads,  every  time  they  ftir  &om 
home.  But  they  will  foon  be  univerfally  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  them.  The  more  confide- 
rate  are  fo  already. 

Stipends  School^  Poor^  ISc, — The  value  of  the  living  may 
be  about  L.  80  Sterling  a-year,  manfe  and  glebe  included. 
The  patron  is  the  Marguis  of  Annandale ;  but  the  Earl  of 
Hopetoun,  as  curator  at  law,  prefents  in  his  name.  The 
church  was  built  in  1733,  the  manfe  in  1735,  and  has  much 
seed  of  being  rebuilt. — We  have  two  public  fchools,  one  in 
the  eaft,  and  the  other  towards  the  weft  end  of  the  pariih. 
The  mafters  in  both  are  very  well  qualified  to  teach  the 
branches  of  education  they  profeis,  viz.  writing,  reading,  a- 
rithmetic  and  book-keeping.  The  fcholars  in  each  are  about 
30  in  winter,  and  20  in  fummer. .  Their  falaries  are  different, 
the  one  having  200  merks,  the  other  150.  Their  fees  for 
reading,  i  s.  a  quarter,  (and  although  they  write,  pay  no 
more),  arithmetic  is.  6 d.  for  a  courfe  of  book-keeping 
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to  s.  6  i.  The  WBflt  of  a  graxmnr-fchoot  for  ckflfeal  eda- 
cation  is  itaSiAj'  felt.— Kone  of  out  poor  go  ^''bewuig^ 
and  none,  fo  far  as  I  can  trace,  hare  (Bed  for  want.  There 
are  at  prefent  on  tftie  roll  18  perfons.  The  intereft  of  aior« 
tified  fums  for  their  relief  amount  yeartj'  to  I^  ti  a  o 
Our  weekly  coUedion,  &c.  amouot  at  an  are- 
rage,  to  -  -  900 

Making  in  aH  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  L.  11     a    0 

When  a  perfon  on  the  poor's  lift  diei^  the  feffion  confider 
themfelves  as  entitled,  in  name  of  the  furrmng  poor,  to 
whatever  furniture,  clothes  or  efiefis  the  deceafed  may 
have  left,  although  we  do  %ot  require  them  on  admilSoii 
to  fign  any  deed  to  that  purpofe*  What  they  lea^r  is  fef- 
dom  claimed  ^by  the  feffion,  but  being  for  the  moft  part  of 
little  value,  is  commonly  given  to  fuch  of  their  indigent  re- 
lations or  neighbours  as  were  kind  and  attentive  to  tjiein 
in  their  laft  illnefs.  Befides  the  refources  already  men^- 
tioned,  it  may  be  proper  to  date,  that  few  years  pafi  with>- 
out  moft  generous  and  well  judgicd  prefents  to  our  poor  from 
the  Hopetoun  family.  Nor  is  this  the  only  pariih  which 
experiences  their  bounty.  Wherever  they  have  property, 
and  in  many  parifhes  where  they  have  none,  die  poor  are 
the  objefts  of  their  frequent  beneficence.  •" 

Prices^  Wages^  l^c. — There  is  no  market  for  butche^- 
meat  in  the  parifh.  The  ordinary  way  of  being  provided 
in  it  is,  for  a  family,  or  diffierent  families  united,  to  buy  a 
whole  biiUock,  or  (heep,  or  fow,  fee.  Of  the  two  market- 
towns  neareft  us,  the  one  is  6,  and  the  other  10  miles  ofF. 
When  we  do  fend  to  either  of  thefe,  we  generaDy  pay  for 
beef  and  mutton  6  A.  the  pound,  Englxfii  wei^t;  lamb  is 
commonly  a  little  dearer.  The  following  articles  can  be 
had-  in  the  pariih :  geefe  at  3  s.  each,  ducks  6d.  hens  6d« 

fometimes 
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Ibxaecim^  8d.  butter  at  dmos  8d*  o&ener  pd.  Scotdi 
veigbXy  or  24  01*  the  pounds  flummed  milk-cheere  3  d.  the 
poundr  fweet  milk  ditto  6  d.  Scotch  weight.    Barkj  and 
oau  alwajs  flu^hiatiog;  average  price  of  the  former,  L.  2, 
29  s*  ditto  of  the  ktter,  L.  a,  2  $•  the  Mo&t  bolL — ^The  or* 
diiiarj  hire  of  a^day-labotirer  is  5  d.  in  the  ihort  dajs,  and 
8  d.  when  the  dajs  are  long,  with  their  meat,  or  10  d.  and 
I  s.  without  viduals ;  tailors  8  d.  though  till  of  late  only 
6  d«   with  viduals^    carpenters   and  maXons   j  s. -a-daj, 
with  meat,  or  x  e.  6  d*  without  it.    This  £b  loag  as  there 
are  12  hours  o£  day-light ;  when  lefs,  their  wages  are  redu- 
ced 2  d.  a-day»    For  peat  and  Jiay-making,  men  8  d»  wo- 
men 4  d.  with  their  meat. — The  fiiel  commonly  made  ufe 
of  is  peat  aad  turf;  theCs  are  to  be  bad  in  great,  abundance 
in  the  parifh«    The  average  e:q)ence  of  a  labourer,  who  has 
a  family,  ifi  about  I^  15  a-year.    Houfe-rent  is  from  12$. 
to  L«  X.    His  wages>  and  other  advantages,  enable  Irnn, 
with  ^economy,  to  bring  up  in  a  very  decent  manner  a  fa- 
mily of  5,  6,  or  even  *  more  children ;  for  befides  what  he 
earns,  his  wife  has  it  often  in  her  power  to  pay  their  houfe- 
rent,  by  working  occafionally  to  the  farmer  from  whom 
they  rent  it.     The  farmer  too  coniiders  it  as  his  own  inte- 
reft,  to  allow  them  as  much  ground  for  potatoes,  as  their 
aibes,  &c.  can  manure,  to  lead  out  their  aihes,  and  to  plant, 
and  in  harveft  to  raile  their  potatoes  with  his  own  plough. 
A  part  of  his  agreement  with  them  likewiie  is  to  bring 
home  their  peats ;  for  tiiis  he  is  recompenfed  by  occalional 
labour,  which  feldom  prevents  the  cottager  from  earning  his 
day's  hire.-— Another  circumftance  in  favour  of  fuch  fami- 
nes i?9  their  being  foon  relieved  from  the  burden  of  fup- 
porting  their  children ;  for  althongh  we  have  no  manu£u:- 
tures  for  the  employment  of  very  young  ones,  yet  fo  foon 
as  they  reach  7  or  8  years,  they  can  all  be  employed,  at 
l^ail  during  fummer  and  harveft,  in  tending  cattle ;  for  this 

they 
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thej  receive  board  and  lodging,  and  an  hire  proportioned 
to  their  age,  and  the  number  of  cattle  thej  have  to  attend, 
generaUj  12  s.  or  14  s.  The  average  hire  for  ploughmen 
is  from  L.  7,  to  L.  7,  10  s.  a-jear ;  for  an  half  grown  lad, 
to  drive  the  plough,  threfh,  &c.  L.  5 ;  female  fervants  for 
hufbandrj,  L.  3,  or  L.  3,  10  s.  There  are  but  very  few 
fervants  kept  folelj  for  domeftic  purpofes. 

Ruin. — ^The  only  ruin  worthy  of  notice  is  the  caftle  of 
Lochwood,  which  was  the  refidence  of  the  family  of  An- 
nandale.  It  is  lituated  in  the  north  end  of  the  parifh,  com- 
mands a  very  eztenfive  profpeA,  efpecially  towards  the 
fouth,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  built  in  the  14th  century. 
It  muft  formeriy  have  been  a  place  of  great  llrength,  ha^ 
ving  had  prodigiously  thids:  walls,  and  being  furrounded 
by  unpafTable  bogs  and  marflies.  It  was  this  circum- 
jlance  made  King  James  VI.  fay,  that  '  the  man  who  buih 
'  Lochwood,  though  outwardly  honeft^  tuuft  have  been  a 
^  knave  in  his  heart*' 

Eminent  Men. — This  parifli  has  the  honour  of  having  gi- 
ven birth  to  Dr  Rogerfon,  firft  phyfician  to  the  Empreis  of 
Kuffia.  His  father  was  one  of  the  Marquis's  tenants,  and 
rented  one  half  of  the  farm  of  Lochbrew,  in  the  fouth  end 
of  the  pariih,  where  the  Doftor  was  bom.  The  other  half 
was  at  the  fame  time  rented  by  William  HaUiday,  another 
farmer,  whofe  fon,  Dr  Matthew  Halliday,  is  likewife  one 
of  her  Imperisd  Majeftys  phyficians. 

MifceUaneous  Obfervations. — ^The  inhabitants  are  rather 
above  the  middle  fize ;  but  I  never  heard  of  any  of  them 
exceeding  fix  feet  two  inches.  Their  dreis,  diet,  and 
lodging,  are  much  amended  within  thefe  twenty,  or  even 
ten  yean.      They  feldom   live    beyond    their    income. 

Sympathy 
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Sympathy  is  a  ftriking  Feature  in  their  charader.  Before 
the  Union,  and  for  fome  time  after  it,  the  inhabitants  c!( 
Annandale,  like  other  Borderers,  were  riotous  and  quarrel* 
Ibme.     Now  they  are  a  fober,  harmleis  people,  and  by  the 

'  encouragenokent  given  them,  have  of  late  becoioie  induftri* 
ous.  Emigration  was  frequent  till  within  thefe  9  yearsi 
but  there  is  now  employment  found  both  for  the  parilhion* 

'ers  and  for  firangers.  Only  2  have  inlifted  in  the  annj 
iince  the  I785>  None  have  entered  into  the  navy,,  nor 
gone  to  lea.    They  are  beginning  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  in* 

'^dttftry  and  aAive  virtue,  and  it  feems  hardly  poflible  to  de- 
vife  a  better  plan  for  ameliorating  their  iituation,  than  that 
which  Lord  Hopetoun  is  carrying  on.  Not  ytiy  long  ago 
this  parUh  could  not  fupply  itfelf  with  proyiiions ;  at  pre- 
fent  there  is  abundance  for  home  conlnmpt,  and  a  little  for 
exportation*  Forty-three  new  houfes  have  been  built  with- 
in the  laft  10  years. — ^Moft  of  the  landed  property  in  tins 
country  is  entailed,  and  therefore  never  in  the  market«-«- 
The  great  road  through  this  parifh  from  Mo&t  to  Dum* 
fries,  18  in  good  repair.  Statute-labour  is  commuted.  No 
turnpikes  in  the  parifh.  St  Ann's  bridge  over  Kmnel  wa- 
t^r,  13  miles  from  Dumfries,  and  8  from  Mofiat,  was  buik 
by  the  prefent  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  in  17824 — One  of  the 
diief  diiadvantages  is  the  great  diitance  from  coal;  the 
neareft  fuel  of  this  fort  is  at  Sanquhar,  at  leaft  30  miles  off, 
and  the  road  very. bad.  Douglas  coal  is  farther  off;  but  as 
the  road  to  it  is  better  than  that  to  Sanquhar,  it  is  found 
eafier  both  for  men  and  horCes  to  bring  coal  from  thence* 
There  is  plenty  of  mois  in  the  parifh ;  but  every  thing  con- 
fid^red,  peats  are  always  got  at  a  great  ezpence,  and  in  wet 
feafbns  can  hardly  either  be  fufficiently  dried  or  brought 
home.  lame  is  18  miles  diftant.— »There  are  no  profeffed 
Inns  or  ale*houfes ;  but  there  are  4  hooles  in  different  quar- 
mrs,  where  ale  and  f^ts  can  be  bonj^  by  retaiL  Few 
Vol.  IV*  Ff  w*. 
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tnd  Imall  as  thelie  are,  I  believe  thej  rather  do  hanji  thai| 
.^ervice.— About  lo  years  ago,  a  woman  cot  her  throat.^- 
Cottagers  are  never  employed  in  agriculture,  but  on  parti- 
ci4ar  occafionSy  when  mo^  hands  are  required  than  ^e 
fiumiers  can  aSbrd  to  keep  through  the  year.  No  eagles 
have  ever  been  feen  in  this  parifhy  though  in  the  High- 
lands,  in  the  near  neighbourhood,  they  are  ioQietimes  to  be 
met  with.  We  have  partridges  in  great  abundance  i  in 
the  weft  end  of  the  pariih  groufe  are  common ;  th/e  bhick- 
cock  too,  has  there  fometimes  been  feen.  We  are  likely 
to  have  more  of  thefe  fome  years  hence;  for,  according  to 
naturalifts,  corn  and  young  plantations  always  attraA  them. 
Herons  are  to  be  feen  through  the  whole  year  on   the 

banks  of  the  Annan.    Belides  the  cuckoo  and  fwallow.'we 

...  '         ....  • 

have  an  annual  viiit  from  the  bullfinch,  who  makes  gres^t 
havock  of  goofeberries  and  currants  in  May.  The  wood- 
)ark  and  fieldfare  are  very  common. 
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PARISH    or    CRIECH, 

(county  of  fife.) 


By  Michael  Gxetnlaw,  B.  D. 


tfami  and  Situation* 

THE  name  is  faid  to  ezprefs  fomething  indelicate  to 
be  explained.  The  pariih  lies  in  .  the  prefbjterj  of 
Cupar,  and  Synod  of  Fife,  about  6  miles  weft  of  the  eaft 
end  of  the  Ochtl  Hills,  which  run  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Taj  weft,  to  within  a  mile  of  Stirling.  It  is  from  S.  to 
N.  about'^s  niiles,  and  from  £•  to  W.  about  a.  It  it 
bounded  on  the  £.  bj  Balmerino  and  Kilmenj,  on  the* 
N.  by  Fliflc,  «on  the  W.  by  Abdie  and  Dunbog,  and  oA 
the  S.  by  Monimail  and  Moonzie. 

Agriculture^  t^r«^Fanning  in  this  pariih  and  neigh* 
bourhood  is  adirancing  faft  in  improvement,  confidering  our 
thin  (harp  foil.  For  many  years  paft,  there  was  only  rough 
bear,  and  no  barley.  But  barley  now  is  the  ftaple  grun. 
•  It  is  fidd  that  Fife  exports  about  30,000  boUs  of  it  yearly^ 
befides  what  it  confumes.  And  it  is  neceflary  to  import 
6000  bolls  of  oats  or  meala-year.  The  figtfmersfindit 
more  profitable  to  raife  barley  than  oats.  For  i  boll  of 
*  wheat 
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wheat  fawn  in  this  parifli  about  30^  or  eren  20  years  ageir 
tiiere  are,  at  a  moderate  comptttation,  zo  fowa  now.  For« 
merlj  too,  it  was  full  of  blacks,  and  needed  to  be  wafhed 
before  it  was  Cent  to  the  mill ;  now,  bj  the  attention  paid 
to  the  feed,  and  the  preparing  of  the  ground,  good  wheat 
is  produced  from  8  to  la  bolls,  after  i,  without  any  blacks 
at  alL  IThe  rents  of  many  fiurms  are  doubled,  and  fome 
tripled ;  yet  the  tenants  pay  them,  ride  better  horfes,  wear 
finer  clothes,  and  entertain  their  friends  better  than  be- 
fore. Several  tenants  in  this  pariih  are  become  proprietors^ 
by  mere  fucceis  in  farming,  and  have  &r  more  general 
knowledge  too  than  they  had  30  or  10  years  ago.  There 
is  X  flock  of  Iheep,  about  13  fcore ;  the  wool  fells  at  be- 
tween 16  s.  and  L.  x  the  ftone.  The  feumers  have  acce(s 
to  lime,  withiQ  10  or  la  miles.  The  roads  are  good,  and 
without  turnpikes. 

Poputation.'^Tht  population  of  this  parifh  is  diminiflied 
one-fifth  in  the  period  of  thefe  35  years  paft ;  which  is  ow- 
ing,  probably,  to  x  village  being  allowed  to  go  to  decay, 
the  union  of  farms,  and  the  ufe  of  two  horfe  ploughs. 

Inhabitants,  •  -  -  306 

Males,  -  •  .    *  -  134 

Females,         '      •  »  •       »       172 

Males  under  10  years  of  age,        -  •  33  *> 

Females,  -  -  -  413    '^ 

Males  between  xo  and  20^  -  -  33  2   6a 

Females,  -  -  -  293 

Males  between  20  and  co»  -  •  46  7  .^_ 

Females,  .  .  .  .  8i5"7 

Males  between  50  and  70,  -  -  ^^7    ^ 

Females,  -  -  -  -  X75   ^^ 

Males  between  70  and  xoo. 
Females,  -  •  . 


:} 
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The  number  of  bkths,  in  proportion  to  die  number  o£ 
inhabitants,  is  increaled.  From  a  comporifon  of  the  nnm- 
ber  of  births  from  i*j%6  to  17369  when  the  pariih  was 
more  popnloos,  with  that  from  1776  to  1786,  when  it  was 
leis  foy  the  proportional  increafe  was  found  to  be  about 
one-tenth.  The  air  is  good,  and  the  fituation  dry ;  the 
pradice  of  inocuktiog  children  for  the  (inall-pox,  is  alio 
fiivoorable  to  population.  The  people  are  in  more  eafj 
circumftances,  which  encourages  matrimony. 

Stipend^  (/r.— The  ftipend  is  between  L.  80  and  L.  90 
Sterling,  with  3|'  acres  of  glebe,  of  a  thin  foil.  Colonel 
Baillie  is  patron.  There  are  7  heritors,  5  of  whom  refide. 
—The  weekly  coUeffions  for  the  poor  are  very  fmall ;  but 
the  poor  are  few  in  number.— The  fchoolmafter's  Mary  is 
80  merks,  with  the  intereft  of  aooo  merks  ;  the  perquiiites 
are  very  trifling,  and  the  number  of  fcholars  iinall. 

Antiquities. — ^There  is  a  little  hill  near  the  church,  with 
the  vefliges  of  a  Roman  camp  upon  it.  It  has  a  lines  of 
circumvallation;  the  oue  is  much  wider  than  the  other, 
as  an  outwork,  within  a  mile  of  the  Tay.  There  is  ano- 
ther of  the  fame  kind,  on  a  higher  hill,  weft  of  the  formei^  ^ 
it  is  likewife  within  a  mile  of  the  Tay.  This  hill  b  feen 
from  the  north  windows  of  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh* 
The  lines  about  thefe  camps  are  rough  ftones.  The  higheft 
of  thefe  hills  is  called  Normans-LaWf  or  the  H«11  of  Nor- 
thern Men.  The  tradition  concerning  thefe  camps  is,  that 
when  the  Normans  invaded  for  plunder,  and  not  for  conqneft, 
they  depofited  their  fpoils  there,  till  they  got  intelligence 
of  a  force  being  raifed  in  the  country,  that  was  able  to  re* 
pel  them ;  then  they  haftened  to  their  boats  in  the  Tay. 
Cardinal  Beaton's  caftle  ftands  by  the  church  of  Criecfa. 
The  tradition  is,  that  the  Cardinal  kept  tbete  a  littk  coun-* 
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trf  Tera^o.  *  It  is  defended  on  ontMt^  by  a  morafs ;  and 
on'  the  other  fide,  has  had'ftrong  ontworks:    Being  tnnch 
defiaioedy  and  fame  of  the  fineft  ftones  reiAoved,  no  infcrip- 
tion  can  be  fonnd  to  mark  its  date.    There  were  lately 
fbnndy  in  a  rifing  fpot  of  ground  near  the  nianfe,  i  brovm* 
jars,  with  their  bottoms  upwards,   and  a  broad  ftone  laid 
on  each,  containing  human  bones.    The  bones  were  much 
confumed,  yet  jbints,  Sec.  were  difcemible.    It  muft  have* 
been  long  lince  they  were  put  there,  as  burning  or  in-urning' 
the  dead,  is  not  a  late  practice  in  this  country. 

Ttbunder. — About  x8  or  20  jrears  ago,'  the  Eghtning* 
ftruck  Pitcullo  houfe,  about  4  miles  north  ci  Cupar.  It 
entered  in  2  ftreams ;  one  came  down  the  kitchen  chim- 
ney, tore  off  the  jack-cafe;  and  left  3  or  4  black  fpots  on 
the  roof  of  the  kitchen,  at  confiderable  diftances  from  each 
other.  A  fervant  fitting  in  a  clofet  off  the  kitchen,  had  a 
large  hole  burnt  in  the  crown  of  her  head-dr^is.  She  was 
fome  hours  infenfible,  but  recovered.  When  the  ftroke 
came,  (he  thought  that  Ihe  was  fiEdling  into  a  fwoon  or  £^t. 
The  other  Ih-eam'  entered  by  a  fine  Ihell-clofet,  ftripped  a 
few  ibeUs  and  fome  frofting  off,  then  went  down  the  ftooe- 
turnpike,  and  burft  through  the  panneling  of  another  room, 
where  wisis  a  mahogamy  table.  TUs  table  was  picked,  as 
if  hit  with  very  fmall  (hot.  Here  its  f6rce  was  ezhaufted. — 
Thunder  broke  within  a  mile  of  the  manfe  in  fummer  1789, 
in  a*  low-lying  field  of  oats.  It  laid  flat  the  com  for  about 
15  or  16  yards  in  length,  and  7  or  8  in  breadth.  The 
ftraw  that  was  before  green,  and  full  of  fap,  became  yel- 
low and  witheied.  The  earth  on  the  fpot  was  ploughed 
up,  thaujg^  not  dee}).  This  field,  though  lying  fo  low,  is 
near  the  Tay,  and  water  is' an  attraftor.— Four  or  5  years 
ago,  a  tremendous  flafh,  accompanied  with  a  dreadfhl  peal 
of  thunder,  killed  2  tradiefSnen  at  Cupar.    They  were  fit* 

ting 


m$  19  ooe  of  the  higheft  houfo  there,  sudden  the  loft  im- 
mediately above  them  were  feyend .  pieces  of  pld  irofi. 
The  watch  of  one  of  them  icarcelj  iBetained  anj  of  its 
former  ihape.  Jit  looked  as^if  it  hadlain  fomejime,^  a 
fjiuth'3  furoace.  The  lightning  feems  to  fpread  like  linajl 
(hot  when  oear  fpent.  There  is  undoubtedlj  a  flroM.coD* 
cui&oii  of  the  air  when  it  ftri^es.  In  the  room  in  PitcuUo 
hou&«  the  gla&  was  all  forced  out  of  the  windows,  xhojuii 
the  otfements  were  not  marked.  TThe  boufe  in  Cuiiar, 
where  the  men  were  killed.  h%d  both  fide-walls  a  £tde 
fjdity  and  burft  out  from  the  floQring« 

0 

Hills. — The  hills  not  onljr.fhelt^y  byit  by  the  rains  wafh- 
ing  them  down  in  the  conrfe  of  ages,  incredfe  su^d  meliorate 
the  fpil  of  the  valleys.  There  is .  a  narrow  ftrat^.  which 
^runs  through  this  pariih,  E.  through  Xolmenyr^d  W. 
through  punbog  and. Abdie,' the  adjacent  parilhes.  which 
is  ibeltered  by  die  Ochil  HiUs,  and  the  dealers  in  barley 
prefer  the  grain  to  much  that  grows  in  btliei:  parts  of  Fi&. 
The  rich  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  oppofite  to  this  parifliy  is  fheT- 
tered  in  the  fame  way.  It,  perhaps^  de&rves  noti(^»  that 
the  mod  remarkable  ridges  of  hills  in  Scotland  run  £•  and 
W.  This  holds  with  refpeA  to  the  Grampian,  as  well  aa 
the  Ochil  Hills.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  great 
ridges  of  mountains  in  England,  extend  generally  E.  and 
W.  too.  The  fame  has  been  obferved  of  the  Alps,  of  Cau- 
c^afus,  and  Taurus,  in  Afia ;  and  of  Atlas,  in  Africa.  Be- 
fides  affording  flielter,  they  are  iaid  to  preveiit  the  exhaled 
vapours  from  going  too  much  N.  or  S.  that  there  niay 
be  a  fiifficiency  of  rain  for  the  inland  countries. 

Mifattaneotu  Oifirvati(ms.r^Thtrt  is  one  Seceder  £unily 
here,  and  a  few  other  individuals  that  are  Seceders.    It  is .. 
{appoled  they  are  not  incre^g  along  the  banks  of  A^ 
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Tay  and  Forth,  where  they  were  at  firft  moft  numerous. 
They,  too^  are  lels  blgotted  now,  from  the  increafe 
of  ^owledge.— Indiiftry  b  inculcated  both  publicly  and 
privately,  ad  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues ;  and  indeed  it  is 
more  eafy  to  perfuade  to  this,  than  to  fome  other  virtues, 
as  the  rewjaird  of  it  iihmediately  follows.-— Many  of  our 
young  people  leave  uis,  to  go  to  the  neighbouring  towns  of 
Dundee  and  Perth,  to  learn  handicraft  trades.-— There  is 
only  one  aIe-houfe.-*It  has  been  reported,  that  in  a  part  of 
th'6  plkrifli  of  Leuchars,  near  this,  there  were  a  race  of  Dm- 
niih  Ihepherds,  who  kept  their  iheep  as  Well  as  themfelves 
in  their  original  fiate,  and  produced  wool  not  in£^or  to 
that  of  Shetland  \  but  I  am  informed,  that  the  people  do 
nbtH&eep  ^emfelves  feparate,  but  intermarry  in  the  neigh- 
luiurhood ;  and  as  to  their  wool,  I  do  not  hear  that  it  is 
praifed.  '  Their  fheep  are  of  a  iinall  fize,  and  feed  on  coarfe 
^rais  or  bent.  When  other  Ibeep  fell  at  14  s.  or  16  s.  thefe 
pcSopIe  are  glad  to  get  6  s.  or  7  s.  for  theirs. 
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NUMBER    ZXXI. 


PARISH    t>r    DUNBOG, 

(county  of  fife.) 


Bj  Dr  G&sxNliAW,  Mim^ir  •fCrmh. 


Namif  Situation^  Sot/,  Vc^ 


THIS  parifli  fies  low,  between  a  hills,  and  has  a  pretty 
large  bog  or  morais,  one  mile  long,  and  about  half  a 
mile  broad,  at  the  W.  end  of  it,  from  which  the  name 
Dukbog  has  probably  arifen%  It  is  bounded  by  Monimail 
on  the  S.  fnd  £• ;  by  Abdie  on  the  W. ;  by  Fliik  on  the 
N. ;  by  Criech  on  the  £•  5  and  is  fituated  in  the  prelby- 
tery  of  Cupar,  and  Synod  of  Fife.  Its  length  is  about  3 
miles,  breadth  2.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lands  is  arable, 
but  much  of  them  wettifli.  They  produce  good  barley ; 
great  part  is  capable  of  bearing  wheat  ^  and  the  tenants  are 
improving  in  their  mode  of  culture.  There  is  only  x  flock 
«f  flieep,  of  about  13  fcore,  of  a  pretty  large  fize^  brought 
Idther  from  the  fouihera  parts  of  Scotland* 

VoL«IV.  Gg  Pofwh^Mi^ 


134  Statiflical  Account 


Population»^~Soul3f 

- 

^35 

Males, 

- 

"5 

f 

Females, 

^          a 

120 

Aged  below  lo, 

- 

48 

Between  lo 

and  20, 

56 

10 

and  50, 

100 

SO 

and  70, 

a6 

f                                                70 

and  100, 

5 

Wagesy  Cottagers f  lie. — ^A  ploughman's  ufual  wages  are 
from  L.  4,  10  s.  to  L.  8,  according  to  his  charader  for  care 
and  ikill ;  thofe  of  women  fervants,  L.  i,  zos.  or  L.  3  ;  a 
good  wright  or  mafon's  wages,  in  fummer,  are  i  s.  6  d.  in 
winter,  i  s.  2  d. ;  a  tailor's,  6  d.  or  8  d.  witk  vidoak.  The 
people  are  induftrious,  and  there  is  only  i  ale-houfe*  Cot- 
tagers generally  hold  the  farmers  ploughs,  get  livery  meal, 
have  an  acre  of  land,  ahoufe,  and  fmall  garden,  and  fiimiih 
2  reapers  in  harvefi.  There  are  feveral  threfhing  machines 
here ;  but  they  (eem,  as  yet,  to  iave  only  a  lot-manf  as  he 
is  called,  who  threflies  for  fo  much  the  JboU.  Thefe  ma- 
chines are  ufeful,  when  a  merchant  offers  for  barley  or 
wheat,  and  who  would  not  wait  the  flow  progreis  of  a  lot- 
man  ;  for  the  machines  can  threfli  40  bolls  in  a  day. 

Churchy  Stipend,  Schooly  Poor,  lie. — ^The  church  and 
manfe  are  in  pretty  good  order.  The  fiipend  is  between 
L.  70  and  L.  80,  with  4  acres  of  a  good  gkbe.  The  Crown 
is  patron.  There  are  3  heritors,  none  of  whom  reiide.  The 
fchoolmafter's  falary  is  only  about  100  merks.  The  poor 
are  fupplied  by  the  weekly  coUeAionsi  and  intereft  of 
poors  money. 

Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Clergy  and  Schoolmafiers.-^TJn^ 
kb  a  general  augmentation  of  fiipends  become  ap  obje^  to 
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perfoDS  of  influence,  the  clergy  of  Scotland  muft  degene- 
rate. If  thej  become  objeds  of  compaffion,  their  weight 
muft  be  leflenedy  and  no  refj^dtabilitj  of  charader  will 
counterbalance  that  evil.  Should  the  teachers  of  religion 
become  meanly  thought  of,  on  account  of  their  poverty, 
religion  will  fufier;  and  if  good  morals* decline,  induftry, 
which  requires  regularity  and  fobriety  of  condufi,  muft  de- 
cline alfo.  The  very  fmall  encouragement  alfo  given  to 
fchoolmafters,  is  one  of  the  greateft  evils ;  for  it  i»  not  only 
an  unfpeakable  I0&  to  the  poor  men  who  teach,  but  to  the 
rifing  generation.  There  are  not  a  few  pariflies  in  this 
neighbourhood,  where  the  ialary  b  only  xoo  merks.  Some 
have  L.  100  Scots.  But  what  man  fit  to  teach  can  live 
upon  this?  What  knowledge  can  he  communicate?  A 
commcMi  tradeiman  can  live  more  at  his  eafe.  Were  the 
encouragement  increaied,  though  but  a  little,  it  would  do 
more  good  than  can  be  exprefled.  ImperfeA  teaching  of 
youth  is  like  bad  plowing  in  fpring,  which  muft  of  necef- 
fity  produce  a  bad  crop  in  harveft.  The  poorer  Ibrt  of 
people  are  left  without  a  remedy,  and  muft  fend  their  chil- 
dren to  the  parifli  fchoolmafters,  fucb  as  they  are. 
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NUMBER   XSZU. 


TARISH    OF    BARRIE,; 

(COUITTT   OF   FORFAR.) 


By  tie  Rmv.  Mr  Davi^  Sitf. 


Esc^tHy  Situtttum,  Soi/,  CKmate^  ifc. 

^T^HIS  parifli  ii  computed  to  extend  about  3  miles  froia 
'^  £•  to  W.  and  4  from  N»  to  S.  Its  figure  refembles 
Ae  form  of  a  long  bow,  with  ks  firing  ftrained  to  the  ut- 
mod  pitch.  The  boMeft  fide  of  the  curve  is  bounded  on 
the  W.  and  part  of  the  S.  bj  a  quick  bending  of  the  banks- 
of  the  river  Taj,  and  on  the  £•  S.  E«  and  part  of  the  S* 
by  a  low  fandy  ihore  of  the  German  Sea.  The  flat  fide  of 
the  curve  is  bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Panbride  on  the  N.. 
£.  and  part  of  the  N.  and  on  part  of  the  N.  and  N.  W. 
by  the  pariih  of  Monikie.—- The  pariih  is  in  the  preibyte- 
ty  of  Aberbrothock,  and  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Mearns. 
A  high  verdant  bank,  which  feems  once  to  have  formed  a. 
fteep  Ihore  of  the  ocean,  runs  through  the  whole,  from  E.^ 
to  W.  giving  to  the  northern  divifion  the  appearance  of  & 
great  regular  terrace,  elevated  about  50  feet  above  the 
&uthem  part.— The  foil  is  various.     The  lower  divifion  is* 
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oQfnpo&d  of  a  thiifij  down,  which  bardj  fufficcv  for  the 
grazing  of  a  few  flocb  of  iheep  and  of  young  ci^ttle,  intor* 
^period  with  fome  acres  of  arabk  land,  which,  in  ihowery 
leafoos,  yield  a  moderate  crop  of  grain.  Tlie  upper  divL- 
fion  is  partly  light  loam,  partly  generous  gravel,  and  a  few 
fields  appro^  to  a  deep  black  foiL  The  mould,  though 
in  no  refped  rich,  favoured,  by  inclofure  in  many  parts,  and 
aided  in  general  by  an  enl^htened  huibandry,  produces 
crops  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  pea^,  turnip,  itiKS^  clover,  po- 
tatoes, little  inferior  in  quantity  and  quality  to  the  growth 
of  the  iame  extent  of  land  in  diltriOs  difiinguiihed  by  a  va* 
luable  foiL — ^Within  the  bounds  cf  tlus  Imall  pariih,  a  di- 
▼erlity  of  climate  13  experienced.  The  lower  divifion, 
from  its  £»ndy  nature,  and  the  interpofing  banks  which 
hide  it  from  the  ocean*  though  fometimes  covered  with 
hazy  fogs,  is  warm  in  fummer,  and  enjoys  a  kindly  tem^ 
perature  in  the  winter  months.  The  upper  divifion,  ele- 
vated above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  fenfiUy  cocier  in  the 
warmcft  weather,  and  in  winter  feels  the  almofi  unbroken 
feverity  of  the  winds  from  the  £•  and  the  N.  W.  The 
climate  is  not  uncommonly  hoftile  to  the  conflitution.  The 
inhabitants  paid  an  annual  tribute  to  the  ague,  while  the 
land  continued  undrained,  and  in  rainy  winters  fome  com- 
plaints of  rheumatifin  are  fiill  heard  of;  but  there  are  no 
diftempers  ftriAly  local.  It  will  readily  be  perceived,  that 
a  climate,  circumftanced  as  that  of  Barrie,  muft  be  friendly 
to  vegetable  prodisftions.  An  early  verdure  covers  the 
fields.  The  fowing  feafon  commences  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  the  corns  are  generally  lodged  in  the  barn- 
yard before  the  fecond  week  of  O  Aober.  Afigratory  birds 
vifit  this  place  very  early  in  the  feafon.  The  pariih  niight 
perhaps  claim  the  appellation  of  beautiful,  did  not  the  foil 
in  fome  parts,  and  the  vicinity  to  the  lea  in  others,  deprive 
ic  of  the  verdure  of  thriving  and  copious  wood. 
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Prices  and  Wages, — ^The  parilh  is  nearly  fupplied  with 
provifions  of  its  own  produce.  A  few  itones  of  butcher- 
jneat  are  purchafed  from  the  Dundee  market,  by  a  family 
or  two,  during  the  fummer ;  but  oats,  fumifliing  the  meal, 
that  is  the  principal  article  of  food,  are  raifed  in  fu£5cient 
quantities.  A  quantity  of  wheat  and  oat-meal  is  annually 
fold  at  Dundee,  and  feveral  hundred  bolls  of  barley  are  ex- 
ported, to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  fome  of  the  northern 
and  weftem  counties  of  Scotland.  A  number  of  black 
cattJe,  reared  and  grazed  within  the  parilh,  are  yearly  car- 
ried to  England ;  and.  fome  oxen,  ftall-fed  with  turnip,  arc 
purchafed  by  the  butchers  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 
Wheat  is  generally  fold  at  L.i,  is.  barley  at  14s.  oat- 
meal  at  14s.  the  boll;  beef,  mutton,  veal,  pork,  at  3^ d. 
the  pound,  of  16  oz. ;  ducks  at  10  d.  a-piece ;  hens  at  i  s. ; 
butter  at  8d.  the  pound,  of  22  oz. ;  cheefe  at  4  s.  6  d.  the 
ftone ;  eggs  at  3d.  the  dozen. — The  hire  of  labourers  is  x  s« 
a^y,  from  the  ift  of  March  to  the  ift  of  November,  and 
10  d.  during  4he  reft  of  the  year,  excepting  the  time  of 
hay-mowing  and  harveft,  when  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
I  s.  6  d.  a-day.  The  wages  of  a  carpenter  are  1  s.  3  d.  of  a 
mafon  i  s.  8  d.  of  a  tailor  i  s.  In  the  above  ftatement,  the 
vifbials  of  the  labourers  and  tradefinen  are  included.  The 
average  hire  of  farm-fervants,  when  they  cat  in  the  houle, 
is  L.  8  a-year  for  men,  and  L.  3  for  women.  Domefiic 
fervants  form  no  diftinfi  clafs.  There  is  not  a  male  or  fe- 
male  fervant  in  the  pariih,  who  is  not  employed  fome- 
time  during  the  year  in  the  work  of  the  field. 

ManufaBuxfs, — Every  houfcholder  almoft  is  a  manufac^ 
turer  of  brown  linen.  In  the  foreign  markets,  the  line© 
ftamped  at  Aberbrothock  has  acquired  a  high  reputation ; 
and  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  to  the  cloth  made  at  Barrie, 
which  has  long  been  diftinguiflicd  for  the  goodncfe  of  its 
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materiaby  and  the  fuperiority  of  its  workmanfhip,  the  ftanp 
of  Aberbrothock.  is  indebted  for  part  of  its  fame.  Bj  in- 
troducing honour  as  a  prompter  to  excellence,  the  manu* 
fa£hire  of  Barrie  has  reached  its  prefent  perfedion.  For 
more  than  40  jears,  the  infpedion  of  the  weaving,  bj  the 
unanimous  confent  of  the  manufadurersi  has  been  affigned 
to  an  annual  officer,  who  is  allowed  to  choofe  two  affiftant 
counfellors.  The  officer,  with  his  afleiTors,  are  eagle-eyed 
to  difcover  every  blemiOi.  A  pecuniary  fine,  or  what  is 
more  dreaded,  the  oorre£don  of  ridicule,  overtakes  every 
one  who  is  in  feiult.  Thefe  circumftances  have  contribu- 
ted to  fix  fuch  habits  of  attention  and  accuracy,  that  in- 
ftances  occur  of  workmen  whofe  cloth  has  not  been  caft  at 
the  ftamp-office  in  a  period  of  20  ^years.  Ezclulive  of  con- 
iiderable  quantities  of  home-grown  flax,  the  manu&fturers 
ufe  yearly  of  foreign  flax,  from  Riga  and  Peterfburg,  fe» 
vend  tons,  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  L.  8oo.  The 
manu&Aurers  are  in  number  100.  The  condition  of  this 
ufeful  dais  of  men  might  be  ameliorated,  by  infuring  to 
them  at  all  times  abundance  of  flax  at  a  reafonable  rate,  by 
continuing  the  encouragement  on  the  linen  branch,  and  by 
refcuing  die  manufa£tores  from  a  twofold  combination  of 
the  brown  Upen  merchants,  by  which  they  enhance  at 
pleafure  the  price  of  the  foreign  flax  they  fell,  and  deprela 
the  price  of  the  cloth  they  buy. 

Population. — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  689.  At  preient  (1791)  the  population  is 
796. 
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BaptifmSf  Marriages  and  Burials  for  thi  lajl  lO  Teart^ 


Ytan. 

Bofttfiiu^ 

Marriajgit. 

Sunab. 

1781 

31 

4 

II 

178X 
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5 

«3 

1783 

as 

5 

«3 

1784 

19 

s 
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1785 

ai 

3 

I* 

178$ 

83 

7 

.4 

1787 
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5 

8 

1788 

18 

7 

7 

1789 

«3 

7 

«o 

1790 

31 

3 

7 
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Eiecepthfg  4  <M'  5  Andbnrghar  Secedenf,  and  3  Epifcopa* 
liansy  the  people  m  the  pari(b  are  all  members  of  the  £fta- 
bfilked  Chtircfa.  There  are  3  ftodents  of  divinity.  There 
aore  8f  heritors,  3  only  of  whom  refide^— ^It  may  not  be  en* 
tirely  foreign  to  the  prefent  article,  to  notice,  that  by  the' 
late  ffiinifler  of  Barrie,  who  lived  in  the  parifli  not  left 
than  50  years,  it  was  frequently  remarked,  that  dying  per- 
foBs  expired  daring  the  ebbing  of  the  tide.  With  this  re- 
xMric  acMCords  that  obfenration  in  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory^ 
(lib.  ii.  cap.  98.),  quoted  from  Ariftotle,  who  affirms,  that 
'^o  animal  expires,  unlefs  during  the  going  back  of  the 
'  lido.*  To  which  Pliny  adds,  '  Obfervatum  id  multum 
'  in  Gallico  Oceailo,  et  duntazat  in  homine  compertum.' 

Stipend^  School  and  Poar,r^Tht>  living,  including  the  glebe, 
is  fomething  more  than  L.  80  Sterling  a-year.  The  King  is 
patron.  The  manfe,  though  repaired  only  zo  years  ago^ 
is  hardly  a  tolerable  houfe.  The  kirk  is  an  old  and  forry 
building*— The  office  of  fchoolmafter  bas^  fat  many  yean 
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psA,  htttk  ^charged  by  jcmn%  meti  of  fiberai  edncatioo, 
who  have  fucceifively  eome  forward  to  preach,  to  lefinra 
in  colleges,  afld  to  fill  verj  reputable  departments  in  focie« 
ty.  The  annual  emoluments  are  inconfiderable.  L.  5,  i  la^ 
Sterling  of  falarj,  L.  2  as  feflion-derk's  fees,  5  s.  fbr  eadi 
proclamation  of  banns,  10  d.  for  regiftering  each  baptifm, 
3  d.  for  the  regiftration  of  each  burial,  and  i  tf.  6  d«  aquar* 
ter,  as  the  average  fees  for  40  icholars  throughout  the  jear, 
with  fome  trifling  gratuities,  make  up  the  tdtal  fum  of  the 
annual  incoiiie.-~The  fum  of  L.  30  Sterling,  arifing  pardj 
irom  Sabbath  daj  colledions,  partly  from  the  rent  of  iomm 
feats  in  the  church,  is  the  only  fund  allotted  for  pious  pur« 
pofes  within  the  parifli,  and  the  annual  fupport  of  the  poof«r 
A  fmaH  portion  of  the  money  is  yearly  applied  by  thtf 
kirk-feffion,  to  fiimifli  with  necefifary  books  a  few  of  thar 
ehndreB  oi  indigent  parents,  who  are  unable  to  give  them 
a  fchool  education  without  this  aid.  The  reverfion  is  di^ 
ftributed  among  the  poor.  The  number  on  the  rdl  is  ge« 
nerally  xi.  T%e  poor  receive  the  public  charity  in  their 
own  cottages.  A  begging  native  has  not  been  known  sa 
l9ie  parifli  'for  many  years.  Beggars  from  other  places  a« 
bound. 

Sheep. — ^The  late  inftitution  of  the  Britifll  Wool  Society,; 
gives  increafed  importance  to  the  flocks  d  trtry  diftrid. 
The  pallures  of  Barrie  may  contain  1000  flieep«  In  H 
eountry  where  flxcep  are  not  the  fole  objeA  of  the  farmer"! 
cane,  an  unexceptionable  breed  can  hardly  be  ezpeAed^ 
The  (beep  of  Barrie  have  no  difttuA  charaSer.  A  few  an- 
nual recruits  imported  partly  from  Fife,  partly  from  tht 
northern  counties,  lately  formed  the  mixed  race.  It  wat 
fttppofed,  that  die  union  of  the  Fife  ewe  with  the  northern 
ram,  would  have  produced  a  fpecies  hardy,  and  at  the  fame; 
time  fine  wooL    Oifeppointment,  as  to  the  latter  qiiality  ia 
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particular,  has  been  the>refult  of  fome  ezperimeats.  Aa 
introdudion  of  the  Englifli  breed  feemed  to  promife  a 
fpeciesy  valuable  for  wool,  and  of  a  large  fize.  However, 
a  pafture  which  a£Fords  but  harih  grafs  and  fcantj  (helterf. 
was  found  ill  fuited  to  fuch  iheep.  The  (mall  Fife  fheep, 
weighing  32  pounds,  unites  in  fome  meafure  the  advantages 
of  a  profitable  fleece  and  a  prettj  durable  conftitution,  and 
at  prefent  appears  belt  adapted  to  the  foil.  It  were  defi- 
rable,  if  a  breed  afibrding  a.  greater  weight  of  wool  could 
be  obtained.  Not  leis  than  12  fleeces,  at  an  average,  pro- 
duce I  ftone  of  wool.  Of  the  wool,  which  is  generally  fold 
at  1 6.  the  pound,  is  manufa£hired  almoit  every  kind  of  doth 
worn  in  the  parifli  ^  hodden,  which  is  moftly  ufed  for  herda 
cloaks,  and  is  fold  at  i  s.  8  d.  the  yard ,  plaiding,  which  is 
{bmetimes  (haped  into  a  coarCe  kind  of  hofe,  and  is  fold  at 

2  s.  the  yard ;  fey,  the  common  cloth  for  mens  apparel, 
fold,  when  dyed,  at  5  s.  the  yard  \  timming,  camblet  for 
womens  gowns,  when  in  colours,  are  refpe^vely  fold  at 

3  s.  and  2  3.  xq  d.  the  yard  \  blankets  fold  at  12  s^  the  pair, 
confliling  of  4  yards  \  Sabbath  day  plaids  for  women,  when 
dyed  of  2  or  3  various  colours,  and  containing  about  4 
yards,  at  i6s.  a-piece. — The  fcab,  from  accident,  and 
the  rot,  from  the  nature  of  fome  of  the  flicep->walks,  are  a- 
mong  the  nmnber  of  the  difeafes  to  which  the  flieep  are  li- 
able. The  prefcription  (d  Dr  Anderfon  (tobacco  oil^  has 
been  applied  with  fome  fuccefs  in  the  former  difeafe.  An- 
other malady,  againft  which  no  remedy  has  yet  been  de* 
vifed,  preys  on  the  iheep  here.  Among  the  flbepherds,  it 
is  called  the  Brads.  The  autumn  is  the  feafon  of  its  at- 
tack. The  moft  lufly ,  and  apparently  vigorous  of  the  flock, 
are  iingled  out  as  its  vidims.  It  kills  in  2  hours  from  the 
time  it  is  at  firft  obferved.  From  the  defcription  which 
the  writer  \ii\b  received,  excels  of  blood  appears  to  be  the 
probable  caufe  of  the  diforder.     The  dead  carcafe  is  rer 
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markablj  bloated  and  difcodoured,  and  in  a  very  {hort  time 
becomes  a  carrion.  The  experience  of  an  aged  man,  who 
for  manj  years  was  a  iheep-mafier  in  the  pariih,  affords 
fome  prefumption,  that  a  preventative  may  be  found  to  the 
bracks.  He  let  blood  of  his  iheep  uniformly  in  the  fum- 
mer  feafon^  and  he  does  not  recoUeA  that  the  bracks  at  any 
time  thinned  his  folds. 

Kemariabk  Ohfe&s  and  jintiquities.-^hi  the  fbuthern  ez« 
tremity  of  the  pariib,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  ftand  2  re- 
"fleding  light-houfes,  xeared  to  dire&  the  veffels  trading  to 
Dundee  and  Perth  through  ^e  perilous  entrance  of  the 
Tay.  The  largeft,  which  is  ftationary,  is  a  circular  ftone 
building  ereded  on  piles ;  the  other  a  moveable  wooden  h- 
bricy  raifed  on  rollers.  When  the  two  lights  are  feen  in 
one,  the  pilot  may  navigate  the  river  without  fear.  The 
expence  of  the  lights  is  defrayed  by  a  fmall  tax  on  the  ton- 
nage of  the  veffeb  which  enter  the  Tay. — The  Danes  feem 
to  have  been  deftined,  by  their  misfortunes,  to  furniih  the 
only  memorable  objeds  of  antiquity  which  Barrie  affords. 
On  the  eaftem  boundary  of  the  pariih  many  tumuli  ap« 
pear.  The  traces  g£  a  camp  in  their  immediate  neighbour- 
-hoody  Camouftie^  i>  e*  the  Cairn  of  Heroes,  the  name  of 
an  adjoining  eftate»  the  vicinity  of  a  brook,  which  is  (aid 
to  have  run  three  days  with  blood,  proclaim  thefe  tu- 
muli the  graves  of  thofe  northern  Marauders  who  fell  in 
the  defperate  engagement,  which,  according  to  Buchanan, 
(B.  6.  chap.  jo.)a  took  place  near  Panbride,  between  the 
Daniih  troops  commanded  by  Camus,,  and  the  Scotch  army 
under  King  Malcolm  U. 

Roads  and  Bridges.'^The  roads  have  at  no  time  been 
»much  indebted  to  the  improvement  of  art.     The  poft-road 
between  Dundee  and  Aberbrothock,  which  for  a  long  pe- 
riod 
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ffiod  tan  tluroagfa  its  boundst  was  merd j  a  line  traoed  bj 
iraqoent  paffengm  cm  the  fiirfaoa  of  the  foiL  A  aew  poft«> 
nmdf  formed  20  yean  ince  to  the  northward  of  Barrie  pa^ 
xifli»  has  aimuallj  eogroffcd  oearlj  the  ftatote-labour  of  the 
coQtigiioiis  diftrid.  llie  fmall  reverfioa  allotted  to  Barrie, 
has  been  faithfully  and  judicioafly  applied  1>y  a  zefideat  Ju- 
flice  of  the  Peace  i  but  in  a  light  fandy  track,  where  gra- 
vel cannot  be  obtained  without  great  expence,  it  may  weU 
be  conceived,  tiiat  die  repairs  effieded  by  a  triliog  fiun, 
can  neither  be  permanent  nor  eaEienfire.  Nature,  bon^ 
over,  has  not  been  unkind  i  the  roads  of  Barrie,  thoug|h 
fbmewhat  fatiguing,  are  at  all  feafons  dry.  Voluntacy  eon* 
tributions  reared,  and  have  hitherto  fupported,  the  bridges 
within  the  pariik.  A  detailed  account  of  the  bridges 
would  refled  no  honour  on  the  police  of  the  diftrift. 

• 
Advtmtagis  md  DifadvMttagis^i<^^\ciniXj  to  the  iea  is 
on  obvious  advaauge  to  this  parifli.  Though  it  has  no 
formed  harbours,  the  furrounding  beach  aiibrds  a  la£i  land- 
ing place  to  fmall  veflels ;  by .  which  lime,  the  flaple  ma- 
nure, and  coals,  the  chief  article  of  fbel,  are  imported 
from  the  frith  of  Forth,  and  fold  at  a  reafoaable  rate. 
Lime  ihells  are  delivered  from  the  ihip  at  i  a.  6  d.  the 
bolL  Coals,  conveyed  to  the  mod  diilant  parts  of  the 
pariih,  are  bought  by  the  cottager  at  6  s.  id.  weighing 
7a  ftones^-^But  amid  the  advantages  which  Providence 
has  already  beftowed,  and  human  improvements  promife 
to  con&r,  the  parifhioners  of  Barrie  experience  a  rigofoa^ 
aftddion  to  a  barony  milli  a  ipecies  of  vaflalage,  which 
they  deem  an  inconvenience  of  no  trivial  kind.  I^gal  ap« 
plications  for  redreis  have  hitherto  produced  a  ytry  par* 
tial  relief;  while,  from  the  unavoidable  ambig^ty  of 
old  papers,  the  reciprocal  fervices  of  the  millmafler,  and 
tl^e  ^flridei  fiurmer,  fumiik  a  fource  of  hourly  difcord  \ 
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while  diM9  are  exaded  bj  an  unftamped  meafurey  wluph 
ii  BO  part  of  tbe  ftandard  of  tbe  aadoQ )  whik  a  power  it 
lodged  wkh  tbe  xtnter  of  a  bopper,  to  demaad,  b  j  a  tolaau 
oatb»  aa  account  of  every  pea,  everj  barky-corn,  every 
grain  of  oati,  vrhkh  is  daUy  diftributed  to  every  labonring 
flead,  perhaps  dropped  to  every  ben.  Tbus  ctroiaifianGed, 
it  will  sot  a^ear  ftrange,  if  the  people  of  Barrie  look  for- 
ward to  the  abolition  of  durlage,  as  a  change  much  to  be 
Wilhed*  They  are  fufficiently  ienfiUe,  that  an  td^nnatr 
eempenlation  is  due  to  the  tepreientativea  of  thole  men, 
who  originally  reared  thoie  acconunodatioos,  which  have 
proved  (b  eminently  nfefiil  tf  the  commnnity.  Keeping 
dbis  in  view,  they  find  themfelves  ftrongly  inclined  to  join 
in  iny  legal,  well-conoerted  plaai,  by  which  they  may  be 
fcKeved  from  a  fpedes  of  fervitode,  which  has  often  pro- 
daoed  the  mod  bitter  efleds  1  and  has  brought  along  with 
it,  confequences  not  only  heftile  to  improvements,  but  even 
to  the  beft  interefis  of  morality  and  relagion.  The  mnld- 
plicity  of  oaths  introduced  into  proceiles  relating  to  thirlage, 
lend  in  fome  degree  to  take  off  that  fefped  to  things  iacred, 
which  every  true  fiatefinan  would  deiire  to  preferve  un- 
tiobted. 

MifciOaneimi  OiJirvaiUm^'^n  general,  the  people  are 
attadied  to  the  trades  of  their  £ekthers.  Farming  and  wea- 
ving are  the  profsffions  which  fiand  higheft  tn  their  efieem^ 
To  other  employments,  hardly  fo  many  are  inclined  as 
fupply  the  ordinary  demands  of  the  parilh.  The  fine  ap- 
pearanoe of  fummer  fleetson  the  fmooth  furfiu^e  of  the  Tay^ 
aUnres  a  few  boys  to  a  lea-£uing  life.  Oifiipation  is  un- 
known ;  though  the  ihort  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  pre- 
fattts  to  the  view  of  the  traveller  the  whole  inns  and  ale* 
honfes  in  the  parifb,  amounting  to  po  kfs  than  4.  This  af.* 
femblage,  prifto^ally  defigned  for  the  accommodatioQ  0^ 
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ftrangers  journeying  between  Dundee  and  Arbroath,  mult 
not  be  interpreted  to  the  diladvantage  of  the  pariihioners, 
"who  are  induftrious  in  a  high  degree,  and  in  their  money 
engagements  are  punftual  to  a  proverb.  Vulgar  report 
has  fometimes  involved,  along  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
furrounding  country,  the  people  of  Barrie  in  a  charge  of 
inhumanity  to  fliipwrecked  mariners )  but  more  truly  may 
they  be  charaderifed  as  dup^,  by  their  compaffion  to  zoo 
pretendedly  fliipwrecked.— The  opprefEon  muft  be  grie- 
vous indeed,  which  can  drive  them  from  tiieir  native  foil. 
A  fort  of  mahuUi  dipais  rivets  them  to  the  phce  of  their 
birth.^ — ^Though  the  houfet,  dreis,  ftyle  of  living,  &c.  of  the 
parifliioners,  indicate  nothing  difproportionate  to  their  real 
wealth,  a  confiderable  alteration  in  thefe  difierent  aitioles 
has  taken  place  within  a  period  kA  20  years.  Inftead  of 
the  turf-built  cottages  of  former  dajrs,  the  eyes  of  the  ob- 
ferver  are  femetimes  pleafed  with  manfions,  neat,  commo- 
dious, almoft  elegant.  Leeds,  Manchefter,  Spittalfields, 
unite  to  fiirnifli  the  apparel  of  thofe  who  were  formeriy 
contented  willi  clothing  wholly  mannfaftured  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Tweed.  The  perfons,  however,  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  are  not  numerous.  The  bulk  of  the  people  are  eafily 
difiinguiflied  from  thofe  of  the  furrounding  pariihes,  by  a 
rejedion  of  the  fopperies  of  dreis,  and  a  becoming  attach- 
ment to  articles  made  in  their  own  families  The  improve- 
ment in  the  ftyle  of  living  may  be  charaderifed,  not  by  a 
rapid  tranfition  from  fordidnefs  to  luxury,  but  radier  by  a 
gradual  remove  from  meannels  to  a  comf(xtable  mode  of 
life.  A  ftrid  attention  to  deconomy,  joined  with  a  pride 
of  inheriting  unimpaired  their  paternal  acres,  prevents,  a- 
mong  the  heritors  of  Barrie,  that  fluAuation  of  property 

*  which  has  lately  marked  many  parts  of  Scotland.  Some 
lands,  however,  have  within  thefe  few  years  changed  their 

[matters.    The  price  about  25  years  purchafe.— -The  fize  of 
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the  ferms  can  be  i^educed  to  no  average  meafure.  The 
npper  divifion  of  the  parifhy  which  maj  be  properly  ft jled 
the  arable  part,  is*  parcelled  out  among  lo  or  1 1  landhold- 
ers, 3  of  whom  are  proprietors.  Their  farms  contain  re- 
fpediyely  &om  30  to  300  acres  a-piece.  A  happy  adjuft- 
ment  of  things  has  prevented  a  monopoly  of  farms,  many 
of  the  leafes  prefently  current  having  been  granted  before 
the  all-engrofl^g  fyftem  began  to  eictend'its  baneful  influ- 
ence* It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  when  any  tack 
happens  to  fall,  this  fyftem  difcovers  itfelf  in  miniature, 
by  a  marked  avidity  to  join  to  the  former  pofteiEon  of  a 
hoa£e  and  yard,  the  ground  plot  of  a  razed  houfe,  and  the 
extent  of  its  attached  yard.  Along  with  the  mode  o? la- 
bouring with  horfes,  inftead  of  oxen,  the  number  of  cotta- 
gers in  the  fervice  of  the  farmers  has  been  diminiftied. 
There  is  no  planned  defign  to  depreis  cottagers ;  but  fn*- 
vaats  entertaiited  in  the  houfe,  are  foilnd  more  conveni- 
t^tly  placed  for  every  exigence,  are  perhaps  leis  expenfive, 
net  le&  afiive,  not  leis  difinterefted,  than  tbofe  who  have 
fiunilies  of  their  own.  Befides  12  day-labourers,  who  have 
merely  houfes  and  yards,  the  only  dais  of  men  who  £ill 
under  the  defbription  of  cottagers,  are  thoie  employed  by 
die  £u:m^rs  for  threihing  the  corns.  They  receive  as  wages^' 
the  twenty-fifth  boll  of  each  kind  of  grun  they  feparate 
from  the  ftraw,  with  a  dinner  each  working  day.  The 
{dough  of  Small's  conftrufiion,  drawn  generally  by  4  horiies, 
•ad  attended  by  a  ftout  lad  and  a  boy,  appears  well  a« 
dapted  to  every  variety  of  foil  in  the  pariih.  In  a  linaU 
pariih,  of  which  not  a  third  part  is  arable  land,'  the  num- 
ber of  ploughs  and  carts  is  very  inconfiderable.  One  wag- 
gon was  made  at  Barrie  in  the  year  1791.  No  waggon- 
road  can  reafonably  be  expeded  in  the  pariih  fooner  than 
the  year  1793* 
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PARISH   or  EARLSTOUN, 

(COUNIT   OF   BERWICK.) 


By  il0  Htv*  Mr  L4U&IH6C  Jqhitbtoh* 


Namef  SiimHiatif  StU,  Atr^  lie. 

* 

THE  parifli  probably  d«ri^9«s  its  name  from  being  mi» 
paoUj  the  rtfidence  of  the  £arb  of  Itfudiy  one  of 
^vhois  litied  here  about  the  middk  of  the  r^th  contuff. 
It  k  by  fome  celled  Arfehilkouiiy  becoufe  dM  Tiiiage  is  att 
a  low  fitnatioa,  and  almoft  forrottiMled  with  rifing  gfQiifidft. 
However,  I  take  the  other  to  be  its  true  name,  and  this  eir 
be  oaly  a  comxptioii  of  it  $  ftnr  then  is  no  doubt  ^ot  tho 
Ihanity  of  March  lived  here  at  the  period  above  mentiooed. 
The  parifli  is  about  6  miles  in  kngth,  from  £.  to  W.  «i4 
from  5  to  4  191  breadth.  It  is  bounded  by  the  pari(hes  of 
Lauder  and  Melrofe  on  the  W.  and  S.  W. ;  by  Mertoenr 
en  the  S.  i  by  Smalhotm  and  Nenthom  om  the  S.  £.  and 
E.i  and  by  Grordoa  and  Legertwood  on  the  N.E.  N. 
and  N.  W.  It  is  fituated  in  the  weft  end  of  tite  county 
of  Merfie  or  Berwiok,  in  the  prdbytery  of  Lauder,  and 
Syaod  of  Merfe  and  Tiviotdak.  The  foil  is  not  all  the 
fame ;  fome  parts  of  it  are  clay,  others  a  light  dry  foil,  and 
other  parts  are  a  defirable  mixture  of  both*    And  as  the 
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foil,  fo  the  climate  is  alfo  difibrent.  It  b  more  mild  in  the 
wefterm(^  parts  of  the  pariih,  where  the  foil  is  generallj 
light  and  dr^,  than  in  the  eaftermoft  parts  of  it,  where  the 
foil  is  firoDger  and  wetter*  But,  notwithftanding  the  dif- 
ference of  both  foil  and  climate,  the  people  are  in  general 
bealtbj ;  many  of  them  arrive  at  old  age.  The  moft  com- 
mon difeafes  are  agues,  rhenmatilms,  and  fcrophula.  The 
frequency  of  the  lad  is  probably  owing  to  intermarriages* 
The  ague  has  not  been  fo  frequent  thefe  2  years  paft  as 
formerly ;  but  confumptive  complaints  are  more  common^ 
probably  owing  to  the  fcrophula ;  as  it  is  mofily  thofe  who 
are  of  that  habit  that  become  confumptive*  About  14  or 
15  years  ago,  the  Honourable  Mr  and  Mrs  BaiUie,  both 
very  humane  and  benevolent,  caufed  inoculate,  at  their 
expence,  above  70  children  in  this  parifli  and  neighbour- 
hood ;  all  of  whom  did  well»  except  a,  who  were  of  a  fbro- 
phulous  habit.  Ever,  fince  inoculation  has  been  rather  more 
generally  praftiied,  and  has  been  the  happy  means  of  pre- 
ferving  many  lives* 

iiiV«rf d— «The  river  Leader  runs  along  the  W.  end,  and 
the  river  Eden  along  the  E.  end  of  the  parifli.  Both  have 
their  fource  in  Lammar  Muir,  and  run  into  Tweed.  They 
formerly  abounded  with  very  fine  trout,  the  firft  alfo  with 
ialmon.  But  fince  the  farmers  have  £et  about  improving 
their  fiurms,  neither  ialmon  nor  trout  are  near  fo  plenty  in 
either.  Thb  is  thought  to  be  owing  to  the  liming  of  the 
grounds  on  each  fide  of  the  rivers,  which,  by  heavy  rains, 
is  often  waflied  down  into  the  rivers,  and  is  fuppofed  either 
to  icare  or  kill  the  fiih* 

PlantaiioM'^ThtTt  are  large  plantatiooa  of  wood  in  the 
£.  end  of  the  parifli,  which  are  a  great  ornament  to  that 
part  of  the  country,  as  well  as  a  benefit  to  the  adjacent 
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fields,  to  which  thej  aflSsrd  great  ihelter.  Thece  afc  alia 
ftrips  and  dumps  of  phoKmg  ktely  made  in  other  parts  of 
it,  which,  when  grown,  will  add  greatlj  to  the  btautj  of 
tilt  place,  and  be  a  confiderable  benefit  ta  the  proprietors. 

Popuiation.'^At  the  time  of  Dr  WebAer's  report,  the 
nnmbets  were  iX97*  There  are  at  prefent  (1791)  670 
males,  and  681  females.  In  all,  1351  ibuls.  653  are  of 
the  EftabUihed-  Churchy  the  reft  are  Sedadcs^  I  do  not 
Aink  it  has  increa&d  in  numbers  of  late  years.  The  fiirms^ 
are  now  much  larger  than  formerly.  What  u&d  to  jEerve 
la  or  13  fsurmers,  is  now  occupied  bj  4,  whidi  muft  rather 
diminiih  than  increafe  the  number  of  inhabitaate. 


Mam^aBurei^  jfgriaihurs^  Ifc. — Although  the  pariflt 
confifts  chiefly  of  villages,,  yet  very  few  mano&fiures  ave 
carried  on  in  it.  The  pnncipal  one  is  linen  cloth.  There 
nie  betwcven  40  and  50  weavers  loom$,  moAly  employed 
weaving  linen,  and  the  greateft  part  of  that  cloth  is  £nr 
fide.  We  have  only  one  woollen  manu&durer,  though  no 
place  can  be  better  fituated  for  carrying  on  that  branch  of 
trade,  than  the  village  of  Karliloun  is.  Leader  runs  ahmg 
the  weft  end  of  it,  where  there  is  aa  extenfive  beautifiil^ 
haugh,  and  there  is  plenty  of  wool,  if  not  in  the  poriihy 
yet  in  the  nei^bourhocKi^  to  fupply  ao  mannfaOiirers^ 
though  they  mami&Aured  to  a  confiderable  extent.  Nor 
can  any  part  of  the  country  be  better  accommodated  with 
zoads.  The  turnpike  between  Edinburgh  and  Jedburgh^ 
goes  dofe  by  the  weft  end  of  the  village,  and  the  great 
road  from  Edinburgh  to  London,  by  Kelio^  goes  within. 
X^  mile  of  the  eaft  end  of  it.  There  are  4  mills  in  the 
pmSkt  which  manufeAure  a  confiderable  quantity  of  alt* 
kinds  of  grain.  Befides  what  the  inhabitants  of  the  pacifli 
tcoCagntf  they  make  into  meal  and  barley  ab6ve  7009 
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boHs,  tinlithgow  meafure,  every  year;  all  which  is  car* 
ried  to  ]>alkeith  and' Edinburgh  markets.  Coal  and  lime 
ate  brought  home  in  retumv-— There  are  about  aooo  (heep 
kept  in  the  parifh.  The  farmers  alfo  rear  a  confiderable 
number  of  black  cattle  every  year.  Befides  thefe,  they 
buy  many  in  the  aidunm  \  which,  with  theie  of  dieir  own 
that  are  of  proper  age,  they  fiitten  on  turnips.  They  are 
now  beginning  to  breed  faorfes*  This  will  probably  be  the 
means  of  lowering  the  price  of  that  nfeful  animal,  which, 
for  fome  years  paft,  has  been  very  high.  Horfes  are  abfo- 
Intely  neceffary  in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  it  is  by  them 
die  brmers  labour  their  fiurms,  and  drive  their  com  to 
market.  They  never  work  with  oxen  now,  as  they  ufed 
to  do  formerly.— The  moft  common  crops  in  this  parifh 
are  oats,  barley,  and  peas.  There  is  alfe  fome  wheat  every 
year  \  but  the  quantity  of  it  is  fmall,  in  proportion  to  the 
other  kinds  of  grain.  Turnips  and  potatoes  are  very  gene* 
ral,  and  commonly  very  good.  There  is  now  a  great 
quantity  of  clover  and  rye-grafi  £awn,  and  fome  flax  for 
private  ufe.  The  oats  that  grow  on  the  grounds  about 
Fans,  are  much  efieemed  for  feed;  In  feed-time,  they  ge- 
nerally fell  for  3  s.  or  4  s.  a  boll  more  than  other  oats,  and 
there  is  ufuaHy  a,  confiderable  demand  for  them  at  that 
feafoQ.  Of  late  years  the  quality,  both  of  fliecp,  black 
cattle,  and  horles,  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  their 
numbers  increafed,  owing  to  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  hufbandry;  and  if  the  farmers  continue 
in  the  iame  fpirit  of  improving  their  &rms,  which  I  hope 
they  will,  there  is  not  the  leail  doubt  but  their  black  cattle, 
horfes,  and  iheep,  will  fliS  improve,  both  in  quality  and 
number* — ^The  vahied  rent  of  the  pariih  is  11.5948 : 1 3 :  11^ 
Scots.  There  are  about  40  proprietors  in  it,  3  of  wlumi 
are  £reeholders ;  the  others  s^re  aU  leucn  or  portioners. 
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Stipend,  School,  and  Poor.-^Tbe  ilipend  is  Z12  bolls, 
half  oats,  half  barley,  about  L.  34  in  money,  and  a  glebe, 
about  8  Engliih  acres.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1724,  and 
the  church  in  1736.  The  ELing  is  patron.— There  are  % 
fchools.  The  pkrochial  ichool  is  in  the  village  of  Earlftoun ; 
the  falarj  L.  7  :  19 :  5  Sterling ;  the  mafter  has  alfo  the 
intereft  of  500  merks  Scots,  mortified  for  teaching  the  chil- 
dren  of  inroUed  poor.  The  other  fchool  is  in  the  village 
of  Mellerflain  ;  the  mafter  of  it  has  L.  5  yearly  falary,  which 
is  the  intereft  of  L.  100  Sterling,  mortified  by  the  fiamily 
of  Mellerftain,  for  teaching  a  certain  number  of  poor  chil- 
dren* There  is  alfo  a  Sunday*s  fchool  in  each  of  thefe  viU 
lages,  patronifed  and  fupported  by  the  Honourable  Mrs 
Baillie. — There  are  many  poor  people  in  this  parifh.  A- 
bout  30  are  inrolled,  who  receive  a  weekly  allowance, 
according  to  their  neceilities«  For  this  purpofe,  a  fum  is 
raifed  twice  a-year,  by  aflefTment  on  the  heritors  and  te- 
nants. The  fum  levied  thofe  2  years  paft  has  been  about 
L.  70  a-year. 

MiJceUaneous  Oifervattons.^-»The  famous  Thomas  the 
Rhymer,  (whofe  real  name  and  title  was  Sir  Thomas  Ler- 
mont),  was  a  native  of  this  pariih.  He  lived  at  the  weft 
end  of  Earlftoun,  where  part  of  his  houfe  is  ftill  ftandiug, 
called  Rhymer's  Tower.  And  there  is  a  ftone  built  in  the 
fore  wall  of  the  church,  with  this  infcription  on  it,  ^  Auld 
•  Rhymer's  race,  lies  in  this  place.'  He  lived  in  the  13th 
century,  and  was  co-temporary  with  one  of  the  Earls  of 
March,  who  refided  here  then. 

There  are  2  fairs  held  at  Earlftoun.  One  on  the  29th 
of  June,  for  flieep,  black  cattle,  and  horfes.  It  is  reckoned 
the  fecond  heft  fair  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  both  for  flieep 
lind  black  cattle. — The  other  &ir  is  held  on  the  third  Thurf- 
ifi^  of  October.    It  is  onl;^  for  bbck  cattle  and  horCes. 
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There  is  often  a  good  (how  of  Uack  cattle  in  it,  but  no* 
thing  like  what  is  in  the  June  fair.  There  are  4  public 
houfes  in  the  pariih.  But  on  the  fairs,  almoft  every  low 
houfe  is  a  public  one. 

One  great  difadvantage  under  which  this  pariih  labooxa, 
is  the  want  of  fiieL  The  common  people  bum  turf  and 
peat.  Thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mellerftain  are  con- 
veniently fituated  for  fire-wood«  which  thej  get  at  a  verj 
moderate  rate.  The  better  fort  of  feuers  and  farmers  bum 
coal,  which  is  ufnallj  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalkeith, 
a  carriage  of  about  24  or  25  miles,  which  neceflarily  makes 
the  price  of  coals  fo  high,  that  the  poor  cannot  purchaie 
them.  Lime  is  alfo  carried  about  aa  miles,  from  which  it 
is  likewile  very  high  priced. 
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IfAHISH   or   KtNGSBARNS, 

(county  of  fife.) 


By  tbi  Rev*  Mr  Jamxs  BeaT80K. 


Nasm,  Situation^  Soil^  Air^  ifc, 

THE  parifli  of  Kingibarns  originallj  belonged  to  Crail, 
till  163 19  when  it  became  a  feparate  cure.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  dectfive  information  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  name.  The  tradition  is,  that  King  John  ufed 
firequentlj  to  live  in  a  large  building  called  the  Cafile, 
placed  on  a  fmall  eminence  above  the  beach,  and  at  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile's  diftance,  (where  the  village  is  now  bnilt)f 
had  his  ftore-houfes  for  grain.  The  remains  of  the  cafile 
were  taken  down  feveral  years  ago,  and  the  ftones  were  of 
an  immenfe  fize.  The  pariih  is  in  the  prefbytery  of  St 
Andrew's,  and  Synod  of  Fife,  It  lies  about  6  Englifli 
miles  £.  of  St  Andrew's,  and  is  nearly  fquare,  being  fuUy 
4  En^fli  miles  each  way.  It  b  bounded  on  the  N.  by  St 
Andrew's  parifh ;  on  the  W.  by  Deninno ;  and  on  the  S. 
and  £•  by  CraiL  The  tool  upon  the  coaft  is  light  and 
fandy,  but  now,  from  proper  culture,  it  bears  the  fame 
grain  ^th  the  higher  grounds,  and  of  equal  quality ;  al- 
^ougl^  the  higher  grounds  are  in  general  deep,  ftrong,  black 
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day.  Beiog  fo  near  the  i«ucoaft»  it  it  natntal  to  imagiiie 
the  air  IS  pure,  and  i^on  the  whole  healthy;  thoo^  I 
have  often  thought  the  water  which  comes  from  thcL  higher 
grounds,  and  ftagnates  in  the  village^  oocafions  nervous  fe- 
vers, efpedaUy  among  yonng  people,  and  makes  epidemic 
cal  diftempers  to  rage  ieverdj  among  us.  This  eafilj  might 
bepreventedy  as  there  is  a  beautiful  and  gradual  defceat 
from  the  fummit  of  the  higher  grounds  to  the  fea-Ihore, 
and  conduits  for  the  water,  at  little  ezpence,  could  be 
made.  The  enlj  fpnng  worthy  of  notice,  is  a  flecl  mine- 
sal,  which,  about  30  or  40  years  ago,  was  refbrted  to  by 
many  diftrefled  with  various  complaints.  Its  tafle  and 
ftrength  are  die  &me  with  the  Pelerhead  water,  is>  juftly 
luned,  but  the  fpring  much  greater ;  fo  that,  at  one  period, 
what  flowed  from  it,  aflSnrded  a  fuficient  quantity  of  water 
ibr  driving  a  meal-milL 

PopuIafi^.'^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfler's  report,  the 
numbers  were  871.  From  the  hft  fiate  of  the  rdb,  the 
numbers  amounted  to  807,  oi  whom  467  refide  in  the  viIl 
tftge,  and  the  remaining  340  inhabit  the  country  part  ef 
the  pariih.  For  30  yean  back,  the  annual  avemges  havc^ 
been  16  deaths,  23  bs^itifms,  and  6  marriages.  There  ave 
about  24  exteAiive  &rmers,  whofe  families  amount  to  ij^ 
ibuls.     There  are  only  i  z 


Wagaj  Mam^aBwrtSy  Agric$iiUfrey  C/r.«— Male  fervants 
vrages,  able  to  hold  a  plough,  are  not  under  L.  5,  ids.  or 
L.6,6s.;  the  overfiser  is  aUbwed  fiom  L.  10  to  L.  xa  a- 
year.  Maid  fervants  wages  are  from  L.  a  to  L  a,  xos.  or 
L*3.  The  wages  given  to  bdyousers  hired  by  the  day,  in 
fiunmer,  are  10  d.  or  z  s. ;  in  winter  8  d.— The  Ofiiabnrgk 
Meeting,  and  fliirting,  is  the  ii(>annfcfture  carried  on  in  the 
iiSlag^,  whicb  is  moftfy  bonght  by  tl^  Dundee  mezcbanti. 
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The  number  of  ^ineavers  is  from  20  to  30 ;  and  thelie  ate 
the  people,  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  who  are  alfo  en»- 
ployed  in  the  different  fifhings.  They  have  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage over  the  fiihers  in  the  coaft  towns  to  the  weftward. 
who,  as  they  are  not  bred  to  bulinelsy  confequently  in 
ftormy  weather,  not  only  are  they  idle,  but  haifftarved, 
while  the  people  here  are  occupied  at  their  looms,  and  can 
earn  wages  fufficient  to  maintain  their  familes.— The  people 
in  general  are  induftrious,  much  difpofed  to  humane  gene- 
rous adtions,  and  are  well  contented  with  the  lot  aifigned 
them  by  Almighty  God.  The  fea&ring  is  preferred  to 
the  military  life ;  and  there  is  feldom  a  feafon  but  fome  of 
the  young  men  are  employed  in  the  Greenland  whale* 
fiflung. — ^The  cattle  annually  reared  will  amount  to  480; 
5  or  6  yoke  of  thefe  were  conftantly  employed  in  agricnl- 
ture  by  each  farmer  fome  years  ago,  but  horles  are  now 
more  generally  ufed.  At  3  years  old,  thefe  cattle  are  put 
upon  turnips,  and  fattened  for  the  butcher ;  the  price  diey 
•bring  varies  according  to  their  fize,  from  L.  11  to  L«  za 
or  L.  14  each.  There  is  no  feparate  map  of  the  pariih, 
but  multiplying  the  number  of  ploughs,  which  are  50  by 
50,  the  arable  acres  accurately  may  be  afcertained ;  x6  of 
thefe  plough-gates  furround  the  village,  and  each  of  them 
pay  an  annual  feu  of  9  boUs  wheat,  11  bolls  of  bear,  and 
8  s.  4  d«^  The  beft  arable  land  is  let  itom,  L.  i,  15  s.  to 
L.  a,  a  s.  the  acre,  and  the  inferior  from  15  s.  to  L.  z. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  patifli  is  L.  6353  :  6 : 8  Scots. 

Stipend^  PooTf  lie. — The  ftipend,  including  L.  5  allowed 
for  glebe  and  foggage,  amounts  to  about  L.85  yearly. 
The  manfe  was  rebuilt  about  aS  years  ago,  and  fince  that 
time,  has  been  once  and  again  repaired.  The  Earl  of  Craw* 
ford  is  patron.-^The  average  number  of  poor  who  receive 
weekly  from  the  fei&on  is  zii  befides  theie^ numy  indi* 
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gent  families  receiTe  occafionaUj ;  and  the  annual  fom  ex- 
pended for  their  relief  will  amount  to  L.  22,  fooie  years 
L.  27  Sterling.  Thefe  weekly  poor  are  all  maintained  in 
their  own  houfes,  and  are  not  allowed  to  beg  from  door  to 
door.  The  kirk-leffion  is  ^extremely  attentive  to  give 
them  relief^  according  to  their  neceilities.  They  provide 
medical  aid  for  them  when  fick,  and  pay  the  Ichoolmafter 
for  teaching  their  children  reading,  writings  and  the  com- 
mon rules  of  arithmetic.  Befides  thefe  advantages,  their 
children  have  an  opportunity  of  attending  the  Sunday's 
ichooly  (eftabliihed  about  2  years  ago),  where  the  young 
ones  are  inftruded  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  faith, 
and  ate  taught  to  read  and  write. 

Mifcettamwis  Objervatiotu* — Some  years  ago  vaft  quan- 
tities of  haddocks  were  caught,  and  fold  at  moderate  prices; 
but  few  have  appeared  for  thefe  3  years.  Still  a  few  large 
and  fmall  cod,  flcait  aud  ling,  are  got,  but  not  in  plenty. 
At  certain  feafons  the  lobller-fifliing  is  worthy  of  attention, 
and  thefe  all  go  to  the  London  market.  The  poor  fufier 
much  from  the  want  of  herring,  as  they  were  the  chief 
part  of  their  winter's  provifion.  Early  in  fpring  and  au* 
tumn  are  the  feafons  when  the  herring  appear ;  but  fuch 
as  are  caught  are  bought  at  exorbitant  prices  by  merchants, 
who  cure  them,  and  fend  them  up  the  Mediterranean. 
—There  is  no  account  of  any  battle  or  fea  engagements. 
Upon  the  ihore,  graves  are  found  lined  with  ftones,  af- 
ter the  ffime  conftruftion  they  are  met  with  in  many  places 
of  Scotland,  and  fuppofed  to  be  Danifli.— The  only  remark- 
able wreck  upon  this  coaft  happened  in  Oftober  1761. 
After  a  fevere  ftorm  from  N.  £.  a  three  mailed  veflel,  Daniih 
built,  was  driven  alhore,  and  foon  went  to  pieces  ;  not  a 
human  creature  was  found  on  board.«-On  the  confines  of 
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the  pariihy  limeftone  has  been  foimd  in  abondanoe.  The 
fuarrj  belongs  to  the  Hononrable  Henry  Erikine  of  New- 
ballt  which  he  has  taken  into  his  own  hands^  and  intend* 
working  to  a  confiderable  extent. 
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PARISH    OF    K  EL  L  S, 

(county    of    KIRKCUDBRIGHT.) 


By  tht  Rev.  Mr  John  Gill£Sfix< 


Uame^  Siittaiioftf  Sutface^  SoiJ^  l^c. 

nr^HE  name  b  Gaelic^  and  is  probably  expreffive  of  the 
^  fituadon,  which  is  the  higheft  in  this  part  of  the 
eountrj.  The  parifh  lies  in  the  ftewarty  and  preibytety 
of  Kirkcodbrightt  and  Synod  of  GaUoway.  It  is  nearly 
in  the  form  of  an  Ifolceles  triangle,  almoft  furrounded  with 
the  riven  Ken  and  Dee.  The  Ken  ron^  from  N.  to  S. 
14  mites  along  the  eaft  fide  of  it.  The  Dee  rifes  at  the 
N.  W.  end,  .and  runs  along  the  W.  and  S.  till  it  meets  the 
Ken.  Itslengtlris  about  15  miles;  its  greateft  breadth, 
at  the  N.  erfd,  6  miles.  It  continues  nearly  of  this  breadth 
for  6  mik->  S.;  then  gradually  diminifhes  to  5,  4,  3,  2,  i 
miles,  till  it  ends  in  a  point  at  the  jondion  of  the  two  ri« 
rers  Ken  and  Dee.  It  is  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  pa- 
riihes  of  Parton,  Balmaclelian,  and  Dairy )  on  the  S.  by 
Balmaghie ;  on  the  W.  by  Girthon  and  Minnigaff ;  on  the 
N.  by  Carfphainu  The  air  is  healthful.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  hilly  and  unequal.  There  are  large  rocky  hills 
en  the  ibnth  end,  covered  mofily  wkb  heath  ^  fiill  higher 
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hilb  on  the  N.  W.  covered  with  gra& ;  ft  great  number  of 
lefler  rocky  hills  in  the  interior  part  of  it,  interfperfed  with 
large  flats  of  mofs,  all  covered  with  heath ;  here  and  there 
is  a  large  fpot  of  meadow  and  arable  land.  The  foil  on  the 
S.  W.  and  N.  is  (hallow,  rockj,  and  barren,  fit  onlj  for 
fiieep-walks.  Along  the  burns  and  rivulets,  are  fpots  of 
meadow  and  arable  land.  On  the  eaft  fide,  along  the  Ken, 
and  for  a  mile,  amd  fometimes  more,,  on  boib  fides  of  it, 
the  land  is  moftly  arable,  and  is  either  flat  or  floping  to- 
wards the  river.  The  flats  are  of  a  deep  mh  clay ;  the 
floping  and  higher  land,  of  a  thin,  dry,  and  kindly  foil^ 
and  improved  with  dung,  the  only  manure  the  conntrj 
afibrds,  yields  good  crops.  Some  of  it  of  late  has  been 
improved  with  lime  and  marl,  and  fully  repaid  the  ezpence. 
The  flat  land  at  the  head  of  Loch  Ken,  oonfifling  of  200 
acres,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  richeft  fpots  in  Scotland.  It  is 
of  a  deep  chyifli  foil,  enriched  by  the  overflowing  of  Lock 
Ken,  which  covers  it  feveral  times  during  winter  and  fpring, 
and,  like  the  Nile,  leaves  behind  it  the  fidts,  oils,  and  fat 
earths,  carried  down  by  the  Ken ;  fo  that  many  acres  pro- 
duce 300  ftone  of  natural  hay,  and  the  arable  is  fertile  in 
proportion.  Some  of  it  has  been  cropped  25  times  fuccet- 
fively,  without  any  manure,  but  what  it  receives  &om  the 
inundation  of  Loch  Elen.  In  great  falls  of  rain,  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Ken  rife  near  7  feet  perpendicular,  by  which  large 
tracks  of  meadow  and  low  land  are  laid  un  Jer  water.  When 
theie  happen  in  hay  time,  or  in  harveft,  they  greatly  da- 
mage, and  often  carry  away  large  quantities  of  hay  and 
com.  They  come  fo  fiiddenly,  that  there  is  no  guarding 
againfi  them.  But  if  in  winter,  which  is  ofteneft  the  caile,. 
thej  rather  better  the  land. 

LaieSf  lie — ^There  are  6  lochs,  befides  Loch  Ken,  3  of 
which,  on  the  north  end  of  the  parifli,  are  ftored  with. 
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trout ;  the  other  3,  on  the  foatb  end,  near  Loch  Ken,  ftoicd 
with  pike.  Loch  Ken  is  5  miles  loogf  and  from  f  to  }  off 
a  mile  broad*  Loch  Ken  and  Loch  Dee  are  but  one  loch,  con- 
dnued  xo  miles  long.  They  abound  with  pike,  trout,  perch, 
eel,  and  ialmon.  The  pike  gr^w  to  a  verj  large  iize.  The 
head  of  one,  caught  with  the  rod,  is  preferved  at  Kenmore  ' 
Cafik,  which  weighed  57  lb.  Sonoe  are  frequently  caught 
froo^  aolb.  to  30  lb«;  trout  and  perch,  from  i  lb.  to  61b..v 
and  feveral  trouts  have  been  taken,  weighing  8  lb.  They 
are  in  the  greateft  perfefiion  in  May,  June,  and  July.  Few 
are  ezpofed  to  fale.  Loch  Ken  and  Loch  Dee  are  navi- 
gable. Boats  c^  confiderable  burden  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  bringing  up  marl  from  the  Carling-work  Loch, 
and  carrying  down  fir,  aih,  and  oak-wood,  with  which 
this  hilly  country  abounds.  There  is  a  falmon-fifliing  oa 
the  Dee.  At  its  firft  ereftion,  about  30  years  ago,  it  was 
let  at  about  L.  zo.  It  has  never  been  very  produftive. 
There  is  another  filhing  in  this  pariih,  claimed  as  no  man*'s 
property,  that  cannot  be  eafily  eftinuited.  I  mean  a  pearl 
filhery.  In  dry  fummers,  great  number  of  pearls  are 
fiihed  here  \  fome  of  great  fize,  and  fine  water,  and  aro 
fold  from  IS.  to  L.I,  IS.  according  to  their  fize  and 
beauty.. 

J7iZ&.— There  b  on  the  fouth  end  of  this  pariih,  a  range 
of  high  hills,  lying  from  N.  W.  to  S.  £.  5  miles  in  length, 
and  upwards  oS  3  miles  over,  of  one  continued  folid  mals 
of  granite,  almoft  naked,  only  here  and  there  fome  fpots 
of  heath.  The  floping  fides  of  thefe  hills,  and  the  flats 
near  tkem,  for  a  mile  S.  W.  are  covered  with  large  mafiea 
of  loole  rock,  aU  granite ;  fo  thick,  that  you  may  almoS 
walk  over  them  \  and  fo  big,  that  many  of  them  are  xo 
tons  weight.  Thefe  are  not  broken  pieces  of  rock,  faOen 
from  the  hills,  for  the  hills  are  entire ;  and  if  they  were, 
could  never  have  come  to  their  prefent  fituation.    The 
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Humbert  &e,  and  fituation,of  thefe  loofe  rocks,  sure  a  great 
natural  curiofitj.  At  the  end  of  thefe  hiUs,  in  the  fame 
direfiion,  is  another  rocky  hill,  containing  great  quantities 
of  iron-ftone ;  but,  as  fuel  is  fcarce,  and  coal  diftant,  it 
cannot  be  turned  to  anj  advantage.  Thefe  hills  are  the 
natural  foil  for  goats*  On  the  weft  fide,  and  north  end  of 
the  pariih,  the  hills  are  ftill  higher,  covered  with  grais, 
but  of  a  bad  qaalitj.  Thefe  hills  are  called  the  Kells 
Range,  and  are  feen  at  40  miles  diftance;  £b  high,  that 
there  is  (now  upon  them  for  8,  and  fometimes  9  months  in 
the  jear.  They  are  the  very  ridge  or  higheft  land  in  Gal« 
loway,  and  the  middle  between  the  two  feas  on  the  W. 
and  S.  £.  As  a  proof  of  this,  the  rivers  Ken  and  Dee, 
which  ri£e  on  the  eaft  fide,  run  to  the  S.  £.  fea  at  Kirk- 
cudbright ;  and  the  Don,  which  rifes  on  the  N.  W.  fide 
of  thefe,  runs  to  the  fea  near  Ayr.  Thefe  are  a  part  of  a 
range  of  high  hills,  running  from  W.  to  £.  by  LeadhiUs, 
the  whole  breadth  of  Scotland.  There  is  a  great  natural 
curiofity  to  be  feen  on  the  fide  of  one  of  thefe  hills.  The 
Rocking  Stone,  of  8  or  10  tons  weight,  fo  nicely  balanced 
on  1  or  3  points  or  ezcrefcences^  that  it  moves  from  one  to 
the  other,  by  the  prefiure  of  the  finger.  Captain  Grofle, 
laft  harveft,  fent  and  took  a  drawing  of  it ;  and  fome  anti- 
quaries think  it  has  been  a  Dmidical  place  of  worfhip.  It 
flionld  feem  that  the  flone  was  formed  by  nature,  juft  as 
we  fee  it ;  and  lying  on  a  ftrata  of  mois,  a  or  3  inches  deep, 
the  rains  have  in  time  waflied  away  this  mois  or  earth,  and 
left  the  ftone  refiing  on  thefe  points. 

Jtfim^oAir^There  is  a  date  quarry  in  the  north  end  of 
this  pariih,  formerly  wrought,  but,  by  unikil&l  manage- 
ment,  has  £dlen  into  diirepute.  If  funk  deeper,  and  ikit 
fuUy  wrooght,  it  might  be  valuable,  and  fuperiede  the  uie 
of  Engliih  date,  brouf^  hither  at  m  great  eiqpence*    The 
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lead  mine  on  Sir  WiUiam  Miller's  eftate,  has  never  beta 
wrought  to  an  J  extent.  Within  half  a  mile  of  it,  on  the 
Dune  eftate,  is  the  appearance  of  a  copper  mine.  Some 
miners,  about  12  years  ago,  paifing  from  LeadhiUs  to  Min« 
nigadfy  oblerved  it,  and  wrought  fome  days  iov  a  trial ;  and 
finding  the  appearance  promifing,  wilhed  to  take  a  tack  of 
it ;  but  dilkgreeing  with  the  landlord  about  the  terms,  it 
has  been  negleded  ever  fince.  Near  the  Kenmore,  a  miles 
further  S.  there  is  an  appearance  of  lead.  Pieces  of  the 
ore  have  been  dug  up  almoft  on  the  fiirface.  Both  theie 
are  probably  a  part  of  the  iame  firata  of  lead,  wrought 
with  fo  much  advantage  at  Minnigaff,  18  miles  S.  W.  of 
this,  and  might  perhaps  be  wrought  with  eqpial  profit  here* 

^«fina/f.---Foxes,  hares,  wild  cats  and  badgers,  find  ex- 
cellent cover  in  our  woods ;  otters  in  the  banks  of  our  ri« 
vers ;  of  thofe  laft,  our  fportfmen,  in  time  of  froil,  deftroy 
great  numbers.  There  is  plenty  of  black  and  red  game 
in  our  moors.  Partridges  are  not  fo  numerous  as  in  more 
corn  countries.  Tarmagants  are  on  our  high  hills.  Plover 
and  fhipe  in  low  and  marfhy  lands.  Eagles  of  a  large 
fize  build  on  the  tops  of  precipices  and  high  rocks.  One 
killed  lately,  meafured  from  the  tips  of  the  wings  7  feet. 
Swallows  and  cuckoos  make  their  appearance  about  the 
beginning  of  April  \  wood-cocks  in  the  latter  end  of  bar- 
veil,  when  the  weather  begins  to  be  cold.  In  a  hard  win* 
ter,  flocks  of  geefe  and  fwans  come  to  Loch  Ken ;  wild 
ducks  and  teals  are  there  in  great  abundance  at  all  fea- 
fons. 

Population. — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfier's  report,  the 
humbexs  were  784.  For  10  years  peft,  the  average  haa 
been,  marriages  6 ;  births  13.  Inhabited  houfes  are  at 
prefent  t8o  \  73  of  which  are  in  the  town  of  New.  GaU 
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loway.  The  number  of  foub  at  prefeDt  is  869 ;  males 
43?-,  females  431.  Nine  wrights,  3  fmiths,  7  tailors,  13 
weavers,  7  (hoemakers,  4  mafons,  a  millers,  a  dyers,  a 
tanners ;  apprentices  7.  Male  labouring  fervants  36,  fe- 
male 47  *,  ftadents  at  colleges  5.  There  is  i  furgeon,  for- 
merly 2.  The  people  are  moftlj  of  the  Eftabliiked  Church, 
there  being  onlj  a  Seceders.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
has  greatly  decreafed  fince  1764,  occafioned  partly  by  the 
too  common  pra£Uce  of  uniting  feveral  farms  into  one ; 
partly  to  the  almoft  total  difufe  of  cottagers  and  fiibtenants ; 
partly  to  the  practice  of  Suing  out  lands,  and  building 
Tillages  on  the  high  roads ;  and  partly  to  the  high  rent  of 
fmall  pofleflions,  which  compel  the  poorer  fort  to  retire  to 
thefe  villages.  The  proportion  between  the  annual  births 
and  whole  population  b  as  i  to  67  nearly.  Between  the 
annual  marriages  and  the  whole  population,  as  1  to  145 
nearly.  Some  families  emigrated  to  America  immediately 
before  the  rebellion  of  the  colonies.  Some  young  people, 
both  males  and  females,  leave  the  pariih  as  fervants.  Several 
young  men  of  fpirit  go  to  the  Weft  Indies  as  planters  and 
merchants.  Some  go  to  England  to  puih  their  fortunes, 
as  pedlars,  and,  when  fober  and  induftrious,  commonly  re- 
turn, after  10  or  xa  years,  with  L.  800  or  L.  900,  or 
L.  1000.  Several  return  from  the  Weft  Indies,  after  16 
or  1 7  years,  with  genteel  fortunes ;  and  fome  young  men 
choofe  a  fea-faring  life. 

Agriculture^  Uc. — ^There  are  between  a8o  and  290  acres 
annually  employed  in  raifing  oats ;  ij  or  16  in  bear  and 
rye  ;  between  70  and  80  in  potatoes ;  no  wheat ;  cabbage, 
turnip,  and  other  roots  are  only  raifed  in  gardens ;  little 
flax  or  hemp.  Potatoes  make  a  principal  article  of  the 
food  of  the  lower  claftes  of  people.  Oats  are  fown  from 
the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  *,  reaped  from 
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-At  2dth  of  Anguft  to  tbe  middle  of  OAober.  Potatoes 
planted  in  March,  ready  for  digging  about  Lammas.  Crops 
earlier  near  New  Galloway,  and  along  the  Ken,  than  on 
the  moorifh  and  wefteily  part  of  the  parifli,  hj  feveral 
weeks,  and  better  fiHed.  Many  farms  are  indofed  i  but 
the  great  extent  and  barrennefi  of  others,  difcourage  the 
attempt.  There  are  3a  fiurmers  in  the  parilh,  each  of 
whom  have  one  or  more  ploughs.  Several  labouring  men 
have  crofts  and  fmall  pofleffions,  and  each  have  a  plough. 
The  old  Scots  plough,  drawn  by  4  hories  abreaft,  is  laid 
afide,  and  a  lighter  one  adopted.  Tliey  break  up  their 
ley-ground  now  with  3  horfes  inftead  t>f  4,  and  fometimes 
with  2,  and  t  man  fervant,  and  in  the  foHowing  crops  widi 
a  horfes.  The  ploughs  in  the  pariHi  axe  55;  xatts  47; 
carriages  a  ;  no  waggons. — The  parifli  needs  a  great  deal 
of  more  meal,  barley  and  malt  tlian  it  producetfa.  There 
are  nearly  17,400  (heep;  1550  black  cattle^  i5oiiorfes| 
900  goats.  The  fiumers  depend  on  the  £de  of  their  black 
cattle,  flieep  and  wool,  for  the  means  of  paying  their  rent, 
andfupplying  their  families  with  what  other  articles  of 
provifion  and  dothing  they  may  need*  A  fifuall  quantity 
ef  cheefe  is  exported.  The  butter  is  all  employed  in 
fmearing  fbeep,  and  not  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  There 
is  fome  imported  from  the  weft  country,  or  from 
£ngland.^-The  land-rent  is  nearly  L.  3000  Sterling.  The 
rent  <^  good  arabk  and  meadow  ground,  is  from  X2S.  to 
16  s.  the  acre ;  •of  the  beft  meadow  land,  30  s.  No  arti- 
ficial grais  was  fown  here  till  within  thefe  10  years ;  at 
prefent  there  may  be  ao  acres.  It  cannot  be  raifed  but  bj 
lime  or  marl,  and  tbe  diftance  cf  each  is  fo  great,  as  di£> 
courages  the  fanners ;  the  lime  ao,  and  the  marl  14  miles 
diftant.  The  prefent  minifter  was  the  firft  who  brought 
marl  to  the  Glenkens ;  the  projeft  was  laughed  at,  as  too 
expenfi^e ;  but  on  jTeeing  the  rich  crops  it  produced,  amply 
VquIV.  LI  rewardif^ 
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IHB;W8trding  thje  labour  and  expence^  his  exanpk  was  fopf^ 
{odlowed )  and  now,  both  fide$  of  the  Kep  are  enriche4 
VjH;  and  befidesi  the  grain  arifipg  from  this  gaode  of 
j^Uvati^m^  he  has  the  fatisfadipa  c^bayiog.inipired  his 
f^ople  with  a  fpirit  of  iodu^rjj  and  aoWj^  F^en  m^ 
Cannot  b«  conveniently  got,  ttie;  have  recourfe  to  limei 
a^d  find  ^at  it  pays  them  very  well.  There  is  no  mar| 
in.  Galloway  beyond  lo  mil^s  from  the  ilea.  Here  we  are 
^4  miles  diflant.  The  cultiv^tiioii  bj  marl  i^  prinQpallj 
pwi^S  to  ^bc  exertions  of  Mr  Gordon  of  Gre^aw,  a  very 
pubUc  fpirited  gentleman,  the  iheriff  of  the  county,  who 
pot  only  encouraged  the  draining  gf  the  (Qj^rlingwort: 
Xoch,  where  there  are  immenfe  beds  of  fliell-n^arl,  but  at  bia 
own  exp^ce  made  a  canal  3  miles  in  length,  to  jpio  Locb 
Dec,  and  conQrufted  a  number  of  flat  bottomed  boats  of 
different  dimenfions,  to  carry  the  n^arl  from  the  Carling- 
wor^  Loch  up  the  E|ee  and  Ken  to  this  place  ;  fome  of 
which  carry  20  double  cart  load,  at  ao  feet  fquare  to  th« 
ffirt  load,  or  400  folid  fi^et  of  marJ.-«-There  are  upward^ 
pf  500  acres  of  patviral  wood  in  different  fpots  in  this  psu 
riibi  cpniiAing  moftly  of  oak,  aib,  birch,  alder,  hazeh 
Thefe  woods  have  been  moiUy  cut  within  thefe  25 
y^ars,  and  the  young  plants  are  in  a  thriving  Hate* 
Much  old  fir  is  in  the  parifh.  Many  acres  of  young  fix 
were  lately  planted.  About  80  acres  in  lochs,  befides 
Jjoch  Ken.  There  has  been  a  large  foreft  in  the  north  end 
of  this  parifli ;  two  large  farms  flill  retain  the  name  of 
Upper  and  Nether  Forefl,  ?nd  ^  large  Aat  of  ncieadow 
galled  the  King^  Holm.  This  foreft  has  been  anciently 
^(fcked  with  deer  ^  feveral  of  them  were  runping  wild  qu 
wr  moor^  abput  20  yf  ars  ago-  Sonie  old  pec^e  remem* 
^r  to  haye  iisen  near  ^q  pf  then>.  Since  that  time^  theiir 
IH^pibf^r  hai  gradually  4^reafed ;  the    laft   of  them  w{»s 

h^M^  7  or  8  years  ago.    Peer  we2:e  pjienty  on  the  biU^ 
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9»A  mddrST  dki  cbe  £(Mrtb  slid  of  dtis  parifli,  about  60  yeail 
ftgo,  and  wef  e  clairMd  at  the  property  of  Lord'  Keiunof e  i 
at  prefent  the  j  are  all  deitroyed. 

'  AdvoMtagii  awd  hijaditanu^s. — ^The  peculiar  advantages 
of  this  pariih  are  chefe :  The  particular  richneis  of  the  taftd 
and  flavour  of  the  mutt ou  fed  on  out  high  hiDs,  above  thai 
fed  on  thd  lower  and  richer  grounds  \  a  town,  with  a  con-> 
ftant  weekly  market;  a  poft-office;  the  high  road  iaxak 
Edinburgh  to  Pbrtpatrick^  and  from  Glafgow  to  KarkauL* 
bright  paifing  through  it|  aud  crofling  one  another  at  New 
Galloway .-^The  pecoliar  difiidvantaj;es>  of  it  are,  the  bigh' 
fituation*  of  the  groundf  renderiiig  the  high  hills  cold  and 
ilormy,  and  dangeFpiis  to  fhe^ ;  the  bad  roads  through  the 
interior  parts  of  it ;  the  pernicious  quality  of  a  fpeci^  of 
grafs  to  the  health  of  the  flieep  in  a  or  3  farms  on-  the  fidcr 
of  the  Dee,  infeding  them  with  a  difeafe  called  the  Van« 
quifli,  I.  f .  it  weakens,  waftes^  and  would  at  laft  kill  theoa^ 
unlefs  removed  to  another  farm  \  but  are  no  fooner  removed 
than  they  recover  their  health,  and  gradually  their  ftrength 
and  fatneis.  This  difeafe  is  of  a  dkFerent  nature  ffom  the  rot ; 
for  rotten  flieep  pur  upon  thefe  farms  (I  am  told)  often  re. 
cover.— The  heft  meaUs  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  tbtf 
pe(^le  of  this  parifh,  would  be,  ift.  Encouraging  and  pro<- 
moting  a  wooUen  manufadory  at  New  GaQoway ;  idly,  Ini^ 
proving  the  breed  of  fheep,  and  quality  of  the  wool.  Thi^ 
fadl  has  already  been  attempted,  and  in  (oioe  meafiirie  ef^ 
feded,  by  the  premium  given  by  the  Society  for  die  £a- 
Gooragement  of  Fifliing  and  Manttfadures,  and,  if  coati^ 
nued,  will  ftiU  more  promote  this  good  purpofe.  sdly,  Ms- 
king  a  canal  from  the  £ea  by  the  Carlingwork  Loch,  to 
join  Loch  Dee,  a  fcheme  fome  yesHts  ago  projeded,  the 
ground  furveyed  and  levelled,  and  the  expence  eftimatied, 
but  of  late  dropped. .  Tbia  viFonld  be  a  great  advantage  tar 
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tills  placet  for  importiag  fireeftone,  lime,  &c.  for  the  piir« 
pole  of  buildingt  and  of  melioratiag  the  land.^  4tihly»  B^ 
making  or  mending  that,  part  of  the  road  leading  front 
Portpatrick  to  Edinburgh,  bj  New  Gallowaj  from  Min-* 
nigaff  to  Monnihivei  and  building  bridges  ovev  the  Ken, 
efpeckllj  one  at  New  Gallowaj,  which  is  often  impaflable 
(y  fords  or  fefrj-boats,  and  alfo  by  making  or  mending 
die  road  leading  from  New  Galloway^  crols  the  moors  by 
Sbawhead  to  Dumfries.  This  would  not  only  be  a  great 
advantage  to  New  Galloway^  but  ta  the  country  in  gene- 
nd;  for  as  this  road  from  Portpatriek  to  Edinburgh  by 
New  Galloway  is  1 5  miles  nearer  than  by  Carlingwork  and 
Bumfries,  and  the  road  from  Portpatrick  to  Dumfries  10 
xniks  nearer  by  New  Galloway  than  by  the  Catlingwotk» 
all  travellers  from  Ireland  and  the  {hire  of  Galloway  tra- 
velling to  Edinburgh,  Dumfries  and  England,  and  all  the 
Iriih  cattle  exported  to  JElngland,  which  amount  to  many 
thoufiuids  yearly,  would  pais  this  way,  and  alio  all  travel- 
lers from  Edinburgh  to  Ireland,  or  (hire  of  Galloway. 

Stipauk,  School^  Poor,  i^c. — ^The  ftipend  is  L.  80  :  i  x  :  ^n*^ 
The  glebe  is  worth  L.  7.  The  King  is  patron.  The  churcb 
was  rebuilt  1745^  and  repaired  1788.  The  manfe  was  re- 
paired 1765  and  1788,  and  is  (till  a  bad  hou(c,  and  too  little 
to  accommodate  the  mioifter's  family.  The  number  of  he- 
ritors  is  10,  5  of  whom  reiide^ — These  is  a  public  fchool  at 
New  Galloway  in  this>  parilL  The.  fchool-houfe  was  re- 
built lad  year,  and  rendered  more  commodious ;  the  year- 
ly falary  aoo  merks  Scots ;  fcholars,  at  an  average  throu^ 
tile  year,  about  36 ;  (alary  included,  worth  L.  30  a-year  \ 
wages  for  EngHih,  i s.  6d.  a-cpiarter,  EnglUh  and  writings 
as.  writing  and  arithmetic,  2s.  6d.  arithmetic,  38.  Latin, 
r  33.  This  fchool  is  inadequate  to  ferve  fo  large  andeztenfive 
\      a.  pari(h.    It  can  only  ferve  Nei;w  Galloway,  and  that  part 


of  the  pariflithat  is  within  2  or  three  xmles  of  it*  Such  as 
are  farther  diftant,  hire  TOtuig  lads  into  their  fiimilies,  that 
have  been  bred  at  the  public  fchool,  to  teach  their  children 
Engliih,  and  the  firft  principles  of  writing  and  arithmetic^ 
which  they  can  do  for  L»3  or  L.4  a-year.  When  4  or  5 
families  lie  contiguous  to  one  another,  they  hire  a  teacher 
among  them,  for  which  they  pay  from  L«  j  to  L.  6,  with 
vifiuals  ;  and  by  this  means  all  the  children  in  the  parifh 
are  taught  to  read  and  writer— -At  an  average  for  the  laft 
12  years,  the  number  of  poor,  quarterly  fupplied  with  alrns^ 
is  12;  average  of  coUeftions  for  that  time,  L.i29  10  s.; 
intereft  of  a  fund  received  in  legacies,  and  otherwife^  L.  8^ 
10  8.)  which  together  make  L.  21,  given  annually  to  the 
poor. 

Prices^  Wages^  Wc— In  1765,  beef  was  from  3  s,  to  4  s.. 
mutton  from  2  s.  6d.  to  3  s.  6  d.  the  Engliih  ftone,  a  good 
kmb  3  s.  a  dozen  of  eggs  i  d.  a  hen  4  d.  a  duck  5  d.  &c» 
At  prefent  (1791)  the  prices  are  nearly  doubled. — The 
wages  of  a  day-labourer  are  from  6  d.  to  8  d.  and  viAuals  ^ 
without  viduals,  from  i  s.  to  x  s.  2  d.  The  annual  wagea 
of  a  labouring  man  fervant  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  7 ;  of  a  maid 
fervant,  from  L.  3  to  L*  4.  A  healthy  and  induftrions  man 
is  able  to  maintain  and  bring  up  a  family.— <The  fuel  com« 
monly  made  ufe  of  is  peat ;  fcarce  at  New  Galloway  and 
neighbourhood.  The  mofs  is  3  miles  dillant,  inaccef&ble 
to  carts,  by  reafon  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads;  carried 
home  in  com-facks,  on  horfes  backs,  which,  coniidering 
the  diftance,  greatly  increafe  the  ezpence,  and  hinder  the 
poorer  fort,  who  have  not  horfes  of  their  own,  from  get"> 
ting  home  a  fufficient  quantity;  they  have  recourfe  to 
broom,  fiirze,  and  other  bruih-wood,  to  fupply  the  defi^^ 
ciency.  In  all  other  parts  of  the  parifh  peat  is  plenty^ 
of  eafy  acceis^  and  of  good  quality.    Every  family  cu^ 

their 
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their  own  pe«t|  amf  t&oogh  brought  home  on  horfes  backs, 
is  the  diftance  is  ihort,  have  fiifficient  fuel  at  a  very  trifling 
ezpence.  Much  coal  is  ufcd  by  the  better  fort,  brought  in 
carts  from  Dalmellingtoo,  near  20  miles  difiiaDt.  Though 
New  Galloway  is  finely  fituated for  a  woollen  manufaftarci 
die  dii&culty  of  findiiig  fuel  has  hitheno  difcouraged  the 
manufafturer  from  fixing  there,  and  hindered  both  the 
increafe  and  improvement  of  the  burgh.  But  now  when 
roads  are  opening  up,  and  mofies  rendered  acceflible  to 
carts,  both  the  expence  and  difficulty  will  be  leflened ;  for 
a  cart  with  i  horfe  will  carry  as  many  as  7  horfes  on  their 
backs. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations, — The  people  are  of  the  coi!n- 
mon  fize,  between  5  feet  7  inches,  and  6  feet,  rather  fironger 
made,  and  of  a  more  rofy  and  better  complexion  than  thofe 
in  the  low  country ;  owing,  peiiiaps,  to  their  not  being 
accuflomed  to  ftich  hard  labour,  to  their  living  better,  and 
eating  more  animal  food.  There  is  no  part  of  Scotland 
where  tlie  poor  live  better,  or  eat  fo  much  animal  food, 
as  in  this  moor  country.— There  are  no  public  manufac* 
tnres.  The  people  in  general  are  frugal  and  induftriousi 
and  manufii£lure  moft  of  the  woollen  and  linen  cloth  ufed 
by  them.  They  are  fond  of  mufic,  dancing,  and  other  fo- 
cial  amufements. — A  part  of  the  landed  property  has  been 
of  late  years  exchanged,  owing  partly  to  the  failure  of  the 
Douglas  and  Heron  Bank,  which  has  much  diftrefled  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  partly  to  other  caufes.  It  fold  at 
between  24  and  30  years  pnrchafe. — Since  1780,  when  the 
aft  of  Pkiiiament  was  obtained  for  converfion  of  the  ftatute-^ 
labour,  high-roads  hx7t  been  made  and  repaired  by  alTeff- 
ments  on  the  parifh,  not  exceeding  L.i  the  L.  100  of  valu- 
ation. Ifet  diis  is  fo  inadequate  to  the  making  and  repair- 
kg  extexsfive  coa;ds^  that  many  of  them  are  (till  in  bad  or- 


dtt.  Tbere  are  eleven  fione  bridges,  and  which  are 
kept  in  good  repair.  On*  of  them,  of  two  aFchet,  over 
the  large  born  of  Paharrow,  is  the  private  donation  of  oqo 
Qaindn  Maclurg,  a  tailor,  who  Uved  in  that  neighbonr- 
hood  aboot  60  years  ago.  B^ing  irf^en  in  iear  and  danger 
of  his  life,  in  pafllng  and  repai&og  this  bum,  to  £erve  his 
^uftomers,  he  refolved  that  no  one  after  him  fhould  be  in 
fuch  jeopardy  again,  and  ereded  this  bridge  out  of  the  earn* 
ings  of  his  trade,  which  was  never  more  than  4  d.  a^j. 
His  name  ftill  remains  engraven  on  a  lar^  ftone  on  die  top 
of  the  bridge,  as  a  tefiimony  of  his  public  fpirit. — ^There 
are  only  %  inns  in  New  Galloway,  where  entertainment  can 
be  had  for  men  and  horfes*  There  are  7  fmaUer  ale-hooles 
in  the  town,  and  3  in  the  country  parifli ;  but  as  the&  can- 
not afibrd  to  pay  the  lichee, .  they  fell  only  profeflB^y  in 
time  of  fairs.  Formerly  there  were  double  that  number  $ 
]>ut  of  late  y^ars,  the  law  has  been  (b  rigoroufly  executed* 
and  heavy  goes  impofed  on  fuch  as  iell  without  licence, 
that  many  of  them  have  given  up  felling}  and  happy  for 
the  country  that  it  is  fo,  as  cheap  whiflcy  has  now  found 
its  way  here. — Within  thefe  10  yearsi  7  houlea  have  been 
built  and  rebuilt  iq  the  town  of  New  Galloway,  3  of  which 
are  2  ilories  high ;  befides  x  built  for  a  tannery,  lately  iet 
up  there,  and  now  carried  on  to  a  great  extent.  In  the  * 
country  part  of  the  pariih  there  are  4  hou£es  built,  and  3  re* 
built,  4  of  which  are  a  ftories  high*  and  elegantly  fitted  out. 
A  better  tafte  for  oeatneis  and  elegance  is  getting  into  this 
country,  and  which  always  bears  fome  proportion  to  the  fpi. 
fit  of  induftry.  Gentlemen  are  not  only  building  more  ele- 
gant bodies  for  themfelvest  but  are  alfo  giving  better  and 
more  convenient  hou^qp  to  their  tenants.  So  many  new 
lioufes  are  no  proof  of  the  ancreafe  of  population ;  on  the 
^ntrary«  the  fanners  meet  with  greater  encouragement 
if om  tht  landl<)rd9}  im  sKpcumidating  leveral  £ums  into  one ; 
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to  that  more  houfes  are  gone  to  rain,  for  want  of  inhabi- 
tantS)  than  have  been  built  and  rUiuilt.— l^e  prefent  ca- 
ftom  of  employing  hired  fervaats,  who  live  in  the  family, 
inftead  of  cottagers,  has  its  advantages  and  dibdvantages. 
The  advantages  feem  to  be  thefe  r  ift,  Theji;  are  more  un- 
der the  mailer's  eye,  and  more  un^r  his  command  day  and 
night,  than  the  cottagers,  who  often  live  at  a  diftance,  and 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  work  only  flated  hours :  adly. 
An  indufirious  tenant  can  often  make  more  of  the  benefit 
commonly  given  to  eottagers,  efpecially  when  given  in  land, 
or  in  grais  to  cows  and  iheep,  which  was  formerly  the  ca£e, 
than- will  pay  the  wages  of  a  hired  fervant  -—The  difadvaa* 
tages  feem  to  be,  xft,  The  decreafe  of  population ;  for  ex- 
ample, there  b  i  tenant  in  this  pariih  that  rents  L.  300  a- 
yeais  and  pofleiTes  5  different  farms,  in  which,  about  10 
years  ago,  were  7  tenants  and  7  cottagers,  which  make  14 
families ;  but  now  there  are  only  10  families  in  thefe  farms, 
which  is  a  decreafe  of  4  families,  calculating  thefe  at  4^, 
which  I  find  is  the  calculation  neareft  to  the  truth,  in  the 
country  part  of  thb  pariOi,  is  x  7  perfons  fewer  ihan  for- 
merly«  2cUy,  The  increafe  of  the  price  of  labour.  *  Cot- 
tagers were  formerly  nurferies  for  breeding  up  fervant^,  and 
furniflied  numbers  fufficient  for  fupplying  the  wants  of  the 
pariih,  and  fo  kept  down  the  price  of  labour  i  but  now  the 
difufe  of  them  leiTens  the  number  of  labouring  fervants, 
the  wages  of  whom  rife  or  fall  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers ;  and  being  fcarce  for  want  of  pro|>er  nurferies  for 
them,  the  price  of  labour  is  greatly  increafed,  and  muft  in- 
creafe, as  the  fpirit  of  indoftry  increafes,  and  hands  are 
wanted ;  fo  that  the  diiufe  of  cottagers  is,  amongft  many 
others,  one  great  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  the  price  of  la« 
hour.  3dly,  This  difufe,  and  the  high  rent  of  fmall 
poiTeilions,  difcourage  matrimony  in  young  people  who 
are  ibrvants^-— New  Galloway  is  a  royal  burgh«    It  has 
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fimr  fairs  in  the  year*  Her6  is  an  excellent  meal-market ; 
for  as  meal  and  barle  j  are  almoft  always  2  d*  and  moflly  3  d* 
the  ftone  cheaper  here  than  at  DalmeBenton  and  (hire  of  Ajtf 
great  quantities  are  porchafed  at  New  GkUowaj,  and  car- 
ried thither^  where  they  meet  with  a  ready  market,*— The 
t^ark  of  Glenlee,  where  there  is  a  houfe  elegantly  fitted  np 
by  the  late  Lord  Prefident,  Sir  Thomas  MiUer,  is  one 
of  the  fineft  Qtiaatioils  in  this  h^y  coontyy.  It  is  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Ken,  at  the  head  of  a  beautiful 
holm^furrounded  with  hills,  finely  ikirted  with  natural  wood» 
and  iheltered  with  clumps  of  fir,  and  fine  old  oak.  Two 
beautiful  cafcades,  or  falls  of  water,  are  near  it. — ^There  H 
ftill  to  be  feen  the  veilige  of  a  road  firom  the  King's  Holm 
to  the  cafUe  of  Dindcuck,  3  miles  diftant.  But  who  this 
king  was,  tradition  it&If  does  not  {ay.  This  old  cajUe  or 
abbey,  or  whatever  it  was,  is  now  in  ruins,  and  has  all  the 
marks  of  having  been  a  ftrong  place.  Some  arched  cel- 
lars, and  fome  pieces  of  the  mouldered  walls,  are  all  that  te- 
main  of  a  large  building. 
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PARISH   OF  KILMALCOLM^ 


(county  OF  Renfrew). 


£j^  tie  Rev.  Mr  John  Brown. 


Situation,  Soilf  Air,  lie. 

^T^HE  panih  is  fituated  in  the  prefbyterj  of  Paifley,  and 
-^     Synod  of  Glafgow  and  Ajr.     It  is  about  6  mile» 
fquare,  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  pariihes  of  Port-Glaf- 
gowy  Greenock,  Innerkip  and  Largo,  on  the  £•  by  Kilallan 
and  Houfton,  on  the  S.  by  Kilbarchan  and  Lochwhinoch, 
and  on  the  N.  by  Erikine  and  the  river  Clyde.     The  ap* 
pearance  of  the  country  is  more  moorifh  than  toward  the  eaft 
of  it,  abounding  much  with  rocks ;  but  not  mountainoos, 
though  there  are  frequent  gentle  rifings  on  the  furface.  The 
foil  is  Ihallow,  and  in  a  moift  feiifon  is  very  prolific  in  gra& 
and  corcf.     Little  barley  or  bear  is  ra^ed,  though  I.  con- 
ceive, if  the  ground  was  properly  prepared,  it  would  pro- 
duce this  grain  with  equal  fucceis.     The  air  in  general  is 
moifl,  and  there  are  frequent  heavy  rains  from  the  weflem 
ihoreSf  often  accompanied  with  high  winds.     The  inhabi- 
tants are  generally  healthy.     The  mod  frequent  difeafes  are 
fevers,  confumptions  and  rheumatiiiiis^  occafioned,  perhaps^ 
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vmoog  the  comtnon  peo^e,  £roai  frequent  wetne&and  damp 
cottages*  The  waters  of  Grieff  and  Duchal  run  through  th^ 
pariih  firom  the  W.  abounding  with  fine  trouts^  in  the^ 
^MKwning  feafbn  falmon  come  from  the  Clyde,  and  leave  im*. 
menfe  quantities  of  frj,  which  remain  till  April,  and  then 
return  to  Clyde ;  by  cutting  a  fin  as  a  mark,  feveral  have 
been  taken  next  feaibn  to  the  fize  of  18  and  20  inches,  fo 
quick  is  their  growth  in  fait  water*  There  is  alfo  fine 
parr.  The  Clyde  produces  kelp  on  the  north  fide  of  t^e 
pariih,  but  it  is  not  much  uied  for  manure* 

Population, — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfler's  report  the 
numbers  were  1495*  By  a  late  enumeration  there  were  951 
perfons,  of  whom  were  443  males  \  jo8  females. 

Years.         Baptifms.         Marriages,         Burials, 
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33 

1787 
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1788 

45 

7789 

3» 

X790 

38 

262 

Yearly  average 

neatly 

37 

80  157 
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There  is  a  £aiali  village  at  the  church  contaiQing  about  45 
houfes  and  126  perfons.  There  are  j^  wrights,  a.vari^y  of 
profeifing  mafons,  2  clockmakers,  and  8  weavers,  35  Sece- 
ders,  and  18  of  the  fed  -called  MacmiUanites.  Suicide  is 
very  rare,  only  one  inflance  is  in  remembt^ce^  v^hJ5;h  h^- 
pened  laft  year.bjr  a  perfon  who  for  fom^  lime  ^  ^ffo^c  bad 
keen  troubled  in  mind.  .  ,,   .       xr-fT-     . 
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\:/f^^tfiiiri9fifc.''^txsdhg  is  Ibatt^,  'ekce^tkig  abtet 
tiahL^otit  Duchaly  Garnqiran  tend  Craigbste,  where  die 
litnid-ttefe  aboonds/and  the  foil  is 'favourable  for  its  grorvvdi ; 
tlfeire  IB  alfo  the  ^fan,  6ak,  'phtne  aM  fir,  tciAi  kt  Dtchal 
Veech  is  fn  tonfiderable  perfeftbn.    -Farms  are  -^^mBy- 
^dbfed.     Fafttters  are  fmall  and  numcfrotis.     T'or  the 
moll  part  the  farms  r^ht  firom'  L.  20  to  X..  '66  Sterlmg 
jesCrlj ;  arable  land  lets  at  an  average  from  tjs.  to '20  s, 
the  aer6 ;  'meadow>gt6und  from  30  s.  to  45  s.  oats  (wfaxdi 
is  the  prevailing  crop)   are  generally  fcrwn  in   die  end 
of  March  and  beginning,  of  April,  and  the  reaping  begins 
ibr  the  mod  part  in  September.*     Naturd  grads  aboonds; 
the   artificial  is  fotle  culrivated,  though  the  Erne  qnar* 
fj  is  onlj'about  3  miles  diftant.  The  farmer  r^nagines  hinf« 
felf  more  profited  by  coUeAing  earthen  dunghills.    Few 
horfes  are  reared.  The  f:ows  are  generally  of  a  fmadl  fize  be* 
tween  the  highland  and  Galloway  breed,  but  are  mofily 
good  milk  cows.    Sheep  are  rare.     The  ploughs  are  gene- 
rally of  the  Scots  form,  and  made  very  ftrong,  as  the  ground^ 
is  ftony ;  each  farmer  tifes  only  one,  as  the  farms  are  (mall. 
The  plough  is  generally  drawn  by  3  horfes,  and  a  men  are 
em|doyed.    Much  of  the  ground  might  be  ploughed  with  2 
horfes  and  a  ploughman  accuftomed  to  drive  by  the  rein,, 
which  is  introduced  of  late  with  fuccefs.     Each  farmer  has 
generally  a  fingle  cart.  The  farmer  has  a  ready  marketfor eve- 
ry article  at  Port  Glafgow  and  Greenock,  and  a  high  price. 

*  Stipend^  Scbooi^J^oor^  ISc — The  ftlpend  is  L.63:  17: 9^ 
^oney,  wi^i^^ree  bhalders  of  meal,  which  may  be  rated 
at  i6s>  tlB^e  boll;  amounting  in  all  to  about  L.  102.  The 
j[Iebe'  of  a  fliallot^  foil,  at  an  average,  may  be  valued  at  L.  8. 
'Tbe'£arl  of  Glencaim  is  patron.  The  church  was  buih  a- 
bout  the  year  1560.  The  manfe  was  IsflS  repaired  in  1788. 
'^ei^'iAf^  17  heritors,    2  of  whom   reiide  at  prefent. 

Th^ 


The  fcfaoobnafiier'iB  Mujia  xoo  merks;  fiees  iat  teach- 
ing Engliih  are  IS.  6d.  the  quarter,  writing  as.  and 
arithmetic  3  s.  During  th^  winter  there  are  about  30  Icho- 
lars,  and  in  'flunmer  40  and  txpwards ;  the  Toads  being  fo 
Toagfa,  diil&cn  cannot  travel  to  my  eonfiderable  SS^^n<c<^  jn 
winter.  He  is  allowed  L.  1  Sterling,  fbr  being  feflion* 
derk  and  precentor,  out  of  the  public  funds,  wfakfa,  together 
ifrith  I  s.  fbr  each  prodamation,  bfaisliving;  and  at  an  ave- 
rage, maj  amount  to  L.  15  or  diereby,  by  which  he  frugal. 
I7  maintains  a  wife  and  3  children  at  prefbnt^^The  poor 
upon  the  rcill  at  priefent  are  about  27,  fuppfied  from  the 
public  coUedions  at  the  church,  amounting  at  ankverageto 
L.  5  Sterling  eadi  Sabbath,  together  with  the  intereft  of  fome 
fmall  mortifications,  amounting  to  about  L.4p'  Sterling 
yearly,  which,  with  an  annuai  contribution^on  the  approadi 
of  the  New  Year,  fupports  the  natives. 

Wages,  Prices^  ^c.-^The  wages  of  a  day-labourer  are  n, 
4  d.  the  rent  of  cottages  is  from  15  s.  to  30s .  yearly.  Peat  if 
the  general  fuel  with  the  common  people,  and  with  others  coal 
is  brought  from  Quarrelton  or  Cpmehill ;  the  former  are  fold 
at  5  d.  the  hutch,  4  of  which  are  an  ordinary  cart-load,  and 
about  6  miles  diftant ;  the  latter  3  d.  the  hutch,  5  of  which 
are  a  cart-load,  and  3  miles  diftant.  A  labourer  employed 
in  huibandry,  at  an  average,  has  about  L.4  the  half  year« 
which,  together  with  the  dirift  of  his  wife,  gains  his  fiunify 
a  decent  livelihood,  or  through-bearing,  as  they  term  it.  Her 
work  is  moft  frequently  fpinning  to  the  manufadurers  in  and 
about  Paifley,.  of  lint  given  by  them,  or  raifed  in  die 
place,  A  male  fervant  has,  at  an  average,  about  L«  8  year- 
ly;  a  female  L.3  ;  both  have  their  vi£hials  afforded  them. 
Hired  fervants  are  found  to  be  moreTeady  upon  occafions, 
efpeciaUy  in  harveft.    Cottagers  'frequently  lire  at  fome 
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difaijT^  vid  in  this  ramy.  cUmat^,  a^  fliort  timf  is  precious 

in  that  feafbn*  ^  •  «  . 

»  ■      J 

MifciUamous  Ob/ervaliom.'^The  people  culttyate  their 
iarj^Si,  and  foUaw  no  otlj^er  employment,  yet  improvemcntg 
arc  AOt  advs^ice.d  to  any  confiderable  length.     They  are  as 
^onomical  as  their  neighbours,  and  frugal  from  their  cir- 
.cumftances.     Dre(s,  cuftoms  and  manners,  are  confiderably 
^^proved  witbix^.thefe  50  years ^  but  the  people  by  no 
.xneans  border  on.  luxury .-^-The  roads  are  but  indifferent. 
There  are  13  tu^dges,  generally  built  andkept  up  by  thefa- 
mily  of  Pprter^eld,.and;are  injgood  repair.  There  are  3  of 
a  larger  iize  on  the  great  road  from  Fort-Glafgow  to  Glaf- 
gow.    Xhe  great  road  from  jGlaigow  to  Greenock,  runs 
t|)rough  the  north  corner  of  the  parifli  for  about  2  mites,  and 
there  are  no  other  turnpikes.     .There  i»  no  commutation, 
and  the  ftatute  labour  is  indifferently  performed.     A  toll- 
bar  is  fixed  on  the  road  between  Port-Glafgow  and  Kilbar- 
^  chan,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  make  a  turnpike,  which 
-will  open  a  more  contiguous  line  of  communication  between 
Ayr  and   the  towns  of  Port  ^Glafgow   and   Greenock.— 
There  are  6  ale-houfes  in  the  village  of  Kilmalcolm,  and 
3  about  the*  centre  of  the  parilh.     There  the  country  people 
mec^  to  tranfafl  their  bufinefs,  and  fpend  the  focial  hour. 

■  ■ 

Their  drink,  is  generally  fmall  beer  and  whiiky,  the  latter 
,is  too  frequently  attended  with  fatal  confequences  to  the 
.  conflitution  and  morals 

There  are  3  low  hiUs  (as  they  are  termed  by  the  people) 
.in  a.  direA.  line  from  W-  to  £.  where  tradition  fays,  the  laws 
were  adminiflered  before  Courts  of  Seffion  were  efbblifhed. 
There  are  the  remains  of  the  cafile  of  Duchal,  the  ancient 
feat  of  the  family  of  Porterfield,  very  romantic  in  its  fitu- 
ation,  and  flrong  in  its  confirudion.     Part  of  it  was  demo- 

Uflied 
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Uihed  by  the  fiunilj  when  thej  reared  a  fammer  houle,  and 
in  an  upper  apartment  was  found  a  great  quantity  of  human 
bone8.*-Thereare  in  the  pari(h  the  4  comniunion  cups  uled 
by  John  Knox  when  he  firft  difpenfed  the  facrament  in  Scot* 
land.  The  cups  were  originally  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of 
candlefticks,  and  perhaps  from  the  neceJIity  of  the  time  con- 
verted to  this  pious  purpofe.  Their  hollow  bottom  rever- 
^ied  forms  the  cup,  and  the  middle,  where  the  focket  (eemsto 
be  (brewed  out,  forms  the  foot.  ,  They  are  of  the  fineil  £!• 
ver,  and  in  modem  times  make  a  very  ancient  appearance. 
They  are  kept  with  great  care  by  the  family  of  Glencaim  at 
FinlayftoUt  and  the  paiifh  is  favoured  with  theufe  of  them 
on  occalion  of  difpenling  the  iSeicrament.  The  people  re^>e& 
them  much  for  their  antiquity,  as  well  as  for  the  folenmity 
attending  them  in  former  and  latter  times. 
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PARISH    oif    DREGHORN. 


(county  of  AYR,) 


By  the  Rro.  Mr  MiciuzL  ToD* 


Situalitm^  SwrfiiCif  Soil^  iic. 

THE  parilh  of  Dreghorn,  or  rather  the  united  parilhea 
of  Dreghom  and  Percietown,  are  fituated  in  the  pref- 
bytery  of  Irvine,  an.d  Sjnod  of  Glafgow  and  Ayr.  Thefe 
parilhes  were  united  in  the  year  1668.  Each  of  them  had 
a  glebe;  but  the  minifter  pofTeiTes  only  the  glebe  of  Dreg-* 
horn.  Thefe  parilhes  may  be  9  Englilh  miles  in  length, 
and  at  the  broadeft  piut  of  them  3  -in  breadth,  though,  in 
fome  parts  they  are  not  one.  They  are  bounded  on  the 
W.  N.  W.  and  N.  by  the  water  of  Annock,  which  fepa- 
rates  them  from  the  parifhes  of  Irvine  and  Stewartown; 
and  the  water  of  Irvine  feparates  them  from  Dundonald  on 
the  S.  Hiey  are  bounded  by  Kilmares  on  the  S.  £.  and  on 
the  N.  £.  by  Fenwick.  The  groond  is  a  gradual  afcent 
from  the  weft  end  of  the  pariih  to  the  eaft.  The  foil  in  that 
part  of  it,  which  lies  neareft  to  the  fea,  is  either  iandy  or 
graveUfli.  Above  the  village  it  is  a  fine  loam,  and  the  reft 
of  it  clay«  The  whole  of  the  pariih  is  arable,  except  a  few 
acres  of  matihy  ground,  which  are  nfed  as  meadow  lands. 

It 


It  is  ai&  wxXStj  ixxdofect«  and  there  are  a  trariety  of  damps 
irf  planting  upon  the  eminences  of  fach  lands,  as  are  the  pro- 
perty of  fihe  Earl  of  Egiintos*  There  is  alio  a  number  of 
Terges  of  planting  upon  the  eftates  of  the  other  faeritorsy  all 
which  have  a  very  fine  effed  in  beaotifjring  the  couatrj. 

Agriculture. — (The  ufiial  crops  are  oats,  bear,  and  rje- 
grafi.     Befiides  tiiefe^  there  are  fome  imali  quantities  of 
wheat  raifed,  and  two  fanners  in  the  pariih  l^ave  feveral 
times  fown  a  few  acres  of  turnip.     There  is  very  little 
black  viftual  fewn.    The  method  dfculturc  which  has  beea 
generally  followed  here  for  upwards  of  30  years  is  the  foU 
lowing.     Every  farm  is  now  divided  into  three  parts,  eadi 
of  thefe  is  ploughed  for  3  years  in  its  turn,  while  the 
other  2  remain  in  grafs.      Grafs-feeds  are  fown  with  the 
third  year's  crop,  and  the  tenant  is  allowed  to  cut  his  hay 
field  for  one  feafou,  and  fometimes  for  two.    Mr  Snodgrals 
of  Cuninghamhead  has,  for  upwards  of  12  years,  dififered 
from  this  mode  of  culture.     He  allows  his  tenants  only  to 
plough  one-fourth  of  their  farms  for  3  years.     By  this  me- 
thod each  fourth  remains  pyears  in  gra(s,  in  place  of  6,  be* 
fore  it  is  ploughed  up.      This  he  confiders  as  being  attend- 
ed with  two  advantages  to  the  tenant.     It  leflens  the  num- 
ber of  his  horfes  upon  the  farm,  while  the  fourth  that  is 
ploughed  up,  on  account  of  its  long  reft,  yields  nearly  as  much 
grain  as  the.  third  ufed  to  do.    The  pafture  grounds  are  like- 
wife  very  much  improved  for  the  fame  reafon.     A  further 
advantage  fuppofed  to  arife  from  this  is,  that  when  once  the 
lands  are  put  in  proper  order,  the  tenant  has  it  not  in  his 
power  to  %pU  them,  if  be  was  difpofed  to  do  fo.     This  plan 
is  confider^  fo  far  preferable  to  the  other,  that  in  all  the 
|ate  leafcs  of  the  Earl  of  Eglinton's  eSate  m  this  pariih  ic 
18  adopted,  where  the  fiurm  is  of  a  certain  extent,  as  it  is  alfo 
Voi^iy        *  Nn  ty 
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bj  feme  other  gentlemen  in  the  country.  Mr  Snodgrals  has 
made  the  following  alteration  upon  his  own  plan.  In  anj 
of  the  leafes  he  has  latelj  given  to  his  tenants,  he  reftrids 
them  to  plough  one-fourth  for  2  jears  onlj,  while  the  other 
three-fourths  remain  in  grals  for  6.  This  be  looks  upon  as 
an  improvement  upon  his  former  plan,  as  3  focceflive  crops 
of  oats  are  confidered  to  impoverilh  a  field  very  much,  even 
though  it  is  in  the  higheft  order  when  at  firft  broke  up. 
There  is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  very  fine  cheefe  made  in 
the  parifli.  Some  of  the  farmers  keep  from  x  a  to  20  milk 
cows.  The  average  rent  of  lands  in  the  pariih  will  be  from 
a  guinea  to  22  s.  the  acre.  There  are  a  few  fields  in  it 
rented  fo  high  as  42  s.  and  43  s. 

Population, — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter^  report,  the 
numbers  were  887.  The  number  of  fouls  at  prefent  is 
about  830.  Of  thele  there  are  about  400  males,  and  430 
females.  There  are  6  perfons  above  80,  x8  above  7c,  85 
above  50,  313  above  20,  202  above  10,  and  206  below 
jojyears  of  age. 

Marriages^  Births^  and  Deaths ^  for  the  Iqfi  10  years* 
Years.         Marriages*  Births^         Deaths* 


1781 

n 

2Z 

12 

178a 

16 

49 

18 

1783 

9 

*7 

»9 

1784 

la 

33 

23 

1785 

14 

la 

zo 

1786 

11 

26 

3 

1787 

8 

«3 

8 

1788 

12 

29 

za 

1789 

8 

27 

.   IS 

1790 

»5 

24 

ao 

In  the  lift  of  deaths  there  are  feveral  perfons  who  live  in 
ether  pariihes,  but  have  their  burying-place  in  this.     The 

inhabitants 


inhabitants  have  decreafed  confidcraUj  whhin  the  laft  33 
jrean*  This  is  owing  to  two  or  diree  fxnall  fanns  being 
thrown  into  one.  Another  caufe  of  their  decreaie  is,  that  no 
additional  houfies  have  been  built  in  the  village ;  fince  I 
came  to  the  pariih  there  are  ieveral  hoofes  fallen  down  and 
have  not  been  rebuilt. 

Stipend^  School^  Paor^  E^r.— The  ftipend  paid  is  91  bolls 
4^  pecks  of  mealy  2  bolls  bear,  and  L.  16:  13 :  4  in  monej. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1780;  the  manfe  in  1789;  the 
Earl  of  Eglinton  is  patron. — The  fchoolmafter  has  loomerks 
of  falarj.  He  has  a  fchool-houfe  for  teaching  his  fcholars, 
but  none  for  himfelf  to  dwell  in.  The  late  fchoolmafter 
was  an  old  man,  and  for  many  jears  had  vety  few  fcholars ; 
but  there  was  a  private  teacher,  who  often  had  40  or  5^  fcho- 
lars.-—Though  we  are  peftered  with  ftrolling  beggars, 
jet  none  of  the  poor  in  the  pariih  are  allowed  to  go  about. 
They  are  fupported  not  by  an  afTeflment,  but  from  the  col- 
leStionSy  and  the  intereft  of  the  (lock,  which  has  been  occa- 
fionally  laved  from  the  coUe&ions,  and  other  fmall  cafual- 
ties. 

MifciOaneous  Oifirvatiom.'^Jn  the  weft  end  of  the  pariih 
there  is  a  colliery,  yielding,  according  to  the  information  I 
received  from  one  of  the  proprietors,  above  ii^oo  tuns 
yearly.  The  greateil  part  of  thefe  coals  is  exported  to  Ire- 
land from  the  port  of  Irvine. 

There  is  only  one  village  in  die  pariih  where  the  church 
is  built.  There  are  no  manufa&ures  carried  on  -,  the  houies 
being  very  bad  are  low  rented,  which  induces  old  or  poor 
I>eople  to  occupy  them.  The  village  is  properly  Htuated 
for  manufadures,  as  the  fields  around  it  abound  with  fprings 
^f  Xbft  watos.     The  Annock  alfo  runs  very  near  it  on  the 

north 
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north  fid^y  and  the  wster  of  Irviae  at  a  very  finaD  tiSance 
upon  the  fonth.  There  are  a  few  weavers  in  the  viHaget 
and  alfo  in  other  parts  of  the  parifli,  but  thefe  are  emplojod 
in  weaving  fncfa  kinds  of  cloth  as  are  ufed  b^  the  coimtrj 
^opk.  The  inhabitants  both  in  the  village  ai|d  parifh  aw 
^1  general  fobert  attentive,  and  induftriotis.  There  are  «t 
prefent  3  ale-houfes  in  the  village,  and  one  in  another  part  of 
the  pariih;  but  the  bnfinefi  the j  have  is  very  taconfideraUey 
the  prio(;ipal  part  of  it  arifing  from  travelleis.  There  are 
i;b  heritors  in  the  parilby  but  the  property  of  two  tt^trds  df 
them  is  not  e^tenfive. 


NUM- 


Iff  BcflMf.  7Bi 


NUMBER    XXXVm. 


PARISH     OF     BOLTON. 


(county   Of   HADDINGTON,) 


By  thi  X«9.  Mr  JoBir  IUhiltov, 


Skuaiwft  and  Sot/aat. 

THE  parifh  of  Bohon  it  in  die  prdbytery  of  Hadding- 
totiy  and  Synod  of  Lothiaa  and  Tweeddsk.  It  is 
"irerj  irregular  in  its  bonndaries  mnd  its  dimenfions ;  ex- 
tending from  the  N.  £•  comer  to  the  S.  W.  near  6  miles ; 
and  in  l>readtb»  at  a  medium*  not  abore  i  mite  aitd  a 
ijnarter ;  it  fa  broadeft  at  the  two  ends,  it  is  bounded  by 
Haddington  parilh  on  Ae  N. ;  on  the  E.  by  that  branoh 
of  the  Tyne  running  from  Yefter ;  on  the  S«  by  Yeftor 
parilh ;  on  the  W.  by  Hnmbie  and  Sakon,  which  laft  in- 
dofes  it  on  the  N.  W^  comer.  There  is  a  (mail  rifing^ 
with  a  gende  iledivi^  on  either  fide,  nmnisg  from  £•  ti 
W. 

Popttbiii9ti>^^Al  Che  time  of  Dr  Webfter'5  rcpoit»  die 
Hombers  were  359.  At  prefent  it  contains  only  54  fiu- 
miKea;  maks,  106;  females,  129;  Ibub,  235$  baptifoat 
firom  1780  to  1790,  weit  61 ;  favt  6  of  thcfe  were  from 

odier 
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other  paiilhes ;  burials  from  1780  to  1790,  were  40  ;  but 
the  feffioQ-clerk  (ays  he  records  only  fuch  as  pay  the  tax 
jto  the  Govc;niment.    Marriages  from  1775  to  1785,  were 

AgricuUwre^  Vr.<^-The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  a- 
4>out  L.  3400   Sco^ ;  the  real  rent  is  faid  to  be  about 
\s.  1400  Sterling.    The  number  of  acres  js  about  3300,  of 
which  there  are  about  1 70  planted ;  moll  of  the  grounds 
are  inclofed ;  Xo9xe  wkh  ftrips  of  plai^tii^g*  Th^re  are  three 
parks  of  Lethington  in  it,  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  watery 
two  of  which  are  yearly  let  for  pailure ;  the  third  is  made 
an  orchard,  by  the  laft  l#ord  BlaQtyre»  sritb  ^  linall  plea- 
fure  ground  planted  by  die  fide  of  the  water.     The  other 
parks  of  Letbingtw  «re  ia  th^  parifh  pf  Haddington,  ia 
all  between  300  or  400  acres ;  the  walls  of  which  the 
Ottke  of  Lauderdale  is  (aid  to  have  heightened  about  4 
fretj  fetting  the  ftones  on  edge,  when  the  Duke  of  York 
came  to  Scotland  in  Charles  II's.  reign,  th^t  he  might  ihow 
a  deer-park  in  Sjcotland.     The  parifh  is  divided  into  z;i 
farms ;  %  of  which  are  occupied  by  the  proprietors :  the 
reft,  partly  by  cefiding,  partly  by  non-refiding   tenants. 
There  are  28  plouj^,  83  horfes,'98o  cows,  and  about 
6  (core  £heep;  about  150  acres  are  in  wheat;  about  129 
in  bear ;  230  in  oats ;  130  in  peafe  and  be^uis ;  200  i^ 
plover ;  190  in  fallow.     I  am  to}d  that  bear  as  not  culti- 
vated fo  much  as  formerly,  for  the  barley  brought  from 
the  £.  coaft  of  England  is  found  to  be  of  a  better  quality ; 
and  the  tenants  rather  give  two  furrows  to  their  oats. 
There  are  few  turnip  or  potatoes  raifed,  or  lint  fown,  ex- 
cept what  is  given  to  fervants  or  cottagers,  for  carrying  in 
ftacks.    The  tenants  are  fometimes  fubjeded  to  kain  and 
carriage  of  coals,  and  tbirlage  to  mills ;  others  pay  com- 
monly 
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monlj  money  for  grinding,  or  barley  making ;  and  even 
in  fome  places,  thirlage  is  converted  into  monej.  There 
are  very  few  tradefmen.  Flonghmen  have  ordinarily 
L.  14  Sterling  a-year.  Prices  are  regulated  by  the  Had- 
dington market.    Fuel  is  chiefly  coal. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor .^— The  (Upend  is  17-^  boQs  wheat, 
34to  ^^^  bear,  69^  bolb  oats,  and  L.  9  Sterling,  which 
comprehends  vicarage  tithes,  communion  elements,  and 
L.  20  Scots  for  grais.  The  glebe  is  4  acres.  The  church 
is  an  old  building,  very  thick  in  the  walls.  Lord  Blan-> 
tyre  is  patron.  There  are  5  heritors,  one  of  whom  refides. 
—The  fchoolmafter*s  falary  is  L.  100  Scots.— There  are  no 
vagrants  in  the  parilh  ;  and  the  poor  and  other  neeefiary 
charges,  are  maintained  ordinarily  by  the  GolleAions»  mort- 
cloths,  and  an  hearfe,  pnrchafed  by  the  ieffion,  and  let  for 
hire. 

jitUiqmtUs.'^la  the  little  village  of  Bdtoo,  there  re- 
main fome  veftiges  of  an  honie,  and  a  park  on  the  W.  fide 
of  it,  (Hll  called  the  orchard,  about  4  acres,  which  is  faid 
to  have  belonged  to  John  Hepburn,  a  friend  of  Bothwell's, 
who  fled  with  him  from  Dunbar,  when  Bothwell  efcaped 
from  the  battle  of  Falfide,  in  Queen  Mary's  time.  It 
feems  that  Bolton  came  then  into  the  pofleffion  of  Maxt- 
land  of  Lethington,  who  is  the  anceftor  of  the  £Emrily  of 
Lauderdale. — ^There  is  a  place  called  ftill  Chefters,  where 
there  are  veftiges  of  a  camp  between  5  and  6  acres,  with  a 
rampart  and  ditch ;  but  there  is  no  record  concerning  it. 
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Parish  of  fearn, 

(county  or  ROSS.) 


By  ii$  Me».  Mr  Joan  UftquBiULT. 


^■<^— ■  ■■■■■!■  a         ■  IB 


m 

FEARN  is  evidently  derived  from  the  arn  or  oldar 
tree,  in  Gaelic  Fearnn^  as  there  were  many  of  thefe 
■trees  growing  at  Mid-fi^ain,  in  the  pariih  of  Eddertown,  in 
ilbk '  Beigfabourhoad,  where  the  fomdation  of  the  abbacgr 
sras  in  tfae.ittb  century  fisft  laid,  and  mtended  to  be  biiile; 
Jhit  the.  chiEurchsien  in  dtofe  idajri  finding  the  lands  theM 
eattfined,  and. not  £a futile  aa they  would  tnoKney  defiftad 
from  their  pnrpofey  md  got  a  jiew  bull  from  the  Pope,  for 
building  the  abbacy  whnx  k  now  fiands,  la  a  fertile  aal 
wteafive  plain  of  good  buotd.  It  was  founded  here  by 
f  arquhard,  or  Farquhar,  fiiil  Earl  of  Rob,  in  the  reign  of 
^exander  lI.-^The  pasiib  is  of  no  grost  excenti  being  on* 
ly.a  Es^Ufl)  miles  in  kngth,  and  nearly  of  the  i%s^ 
breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  parifli  of  Nigg  ^ 
on  the  W.  by  Loggie  (Eafter)  \  on  the  N.  by  Tain ;  and 
on  the  E.  and  S.  E.  by  Tarbat  and  the  Murray  frith. — ^It 
is  fituated  within  the  county  of  Ro6,  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Tain,  and  in  the  Synod  of  Rof9.~Thc  foil  is  a  deep  loam^ 

IDF 
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ifi  tlic  centre  of  the  parilh,  about  the  abbacy-church.  The 
loaiB  of  Feam  to  the  S.  and  the  lands  of  Allan  to  the  W. 
are  a  deep  clay,  the  N.  and  E.  part  is  gravelifli,  the  S.  E. 
and  S.  is  light  and  fandy.  The  face  of  the  parifii  is  near- 
ly fiat,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  eminences,  that  are  gene- 
tally  laboured,  called,  by  way  of  dillindion,  Hills.  About 
three-fourths  are  arable,  the  reft  partly  green,  and  partly 
covered  with  heath.—- Tlie  air  is  generally  dry  and  whole- 
fome,  but  the  climate  has  varied  much  of  late  years,  efpe- 
cially  fince  1782.  Fevers  are  the  mod  general  difeafes  a« 
mong  the  common  people  \  and,  for  the  moft  part,  at  fome 
particular  feafons  prove  mortal,  efpecially  to  thofe  advan- 
ced in  years* 

Lakes^  Fijb^  ^r.— The  loch  of  Eye  is  abo^e  2  miles 
long,  and  about  half  a  mile  broad.  No  fifh  are  to  be  feen 
in  it  but  eek ;  fome  of  then^  have  been  got  of  a  good  fize^ 
weighing  4,  5  and  6  pounds.'  From  this  loch  proceeds  the 
water  to  the  mills  of  Fearn,  and  in  its  courfe  forms  a  leiTer 
lochs,  in  one  of  which  there  is  mois  and  green  plots,  in 
which  ducks,  teals  and  fpeikintares  (which  laid  are  Hke  fea- 
guUs,  but  of  a  (mailer  iize)  hatch  their  young,  and  which 
the  fwans  and  wild  geefe  frequent  a  great  part  of  the  win- 
ter and  fpring. — The  Murray  frith  lies  to  the  G.  E.  of  this 
parifli.  The  coaft  for  about  a  mile  is  flat  and  fandy,  on  wtiich 
the  filhing  town  of  Balintore  lies,  and  Hiltown,  another 
iifhing  town  about  half  a  mile  to  the  ea(l  of  it ;  there  it  is 
rocky  and  high  for  about  a  mile  more.  The  fifli  caught  are 
chiefly  haddocks,  whitings,  cod  and  red  codlings,  Ikate,  cud- 
dies, a  few  mackrel  and  fiounders,  dog-liih,  lobftcrs,  crabs,  &c. 
About  20  or  30  years  ago,  there  were  great  quantities  of 
all  the  above  kinds,  and  fold  very  cheap  \  120  haddocks 
for  a  peck  of  oats,  and  160  for  a  peck  of  bear,  or  6d.  and 
other  fifli  in  proportion  j  but  for  7  or  8  years  paft,  fifh  has 
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been-  fcarcer,  and  confeqaently  very  high  priced.  Lafi  jtar 
and  this  alfoi  haddocks  fold  for  x  d.  each,  and  even  at  i^d.. 
and  a-d.  for  the  largeft-  It  ia  truet  that  the  few  they  get 
now  are  much  larger  than  thofe  taken  when  they  got  great 
quantities ;  but  thefe  they  had  near  the  (hore,  and  mi|^t 
be,  and  were  taken  there  twice  and  thrice  a-day ;  but  now 
they  feldom  get  them,  and  muft  go  farther  for  then^,  fome- 
times  the  length  of  Helmfdale  in  Sutherland.  The  great« 
eft  number  of  haddocks  and  cods  ufed  to  be  had  in  winter, 
and  firft  of  fpring ;  and  moft  whitings,  codlings,  flounders 
and  cuddies,  in  fumraer  and  harvefl.  They  are  caught 
with  nets,,  and  ufed  to  be  fold  chiefly  in  the  parifli,  and  at 
Tain.  Sometimes  they  went  with  boat-loads  of  fiih  to  Ding- 
wall, Invemeis,  &C.  The  fea^weed  is  ufed  on  the  coaft  for 
manure* 

^tt^irr/W«— T&ere  is  a  foft  freeftone  at  Pitkery,  of  an  in- 
ferior quality,  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  pariih,  but  little  ufed  ^ 
a  pretty  good  freeftone  at  Balintore ;  a  good  deal  of  it  ufed 
ios-  building;  but  at  CatboU,  in  the  rocky  part  of  the 
coaft,  there  is  a  nemarkable  good  freeftone^  little  inferior  to 
any  in  Scotland^ 

Quadrupeds  and  Birds.'-^We  have  hares^  foxes,  rabbits, 
eagles,  hawks,  ducks,  teals,  partridges,  owls,  ravens,  rooks, 
plover,  gray  plover,  with  migratory  birds,  as  the  fwallow 
andeuckoo,  fwans  and  wild  geefe.  Sec.  The  fwallow  and 
cuckoo  appear  about  die  beginning  of  fummer,  the  latter 
departs  early  in  Auguft,.  and  the  former  in  September 
The  gray  or  wild  geefe  appear  about  the  end  of  Auguft, 
and  continue  through  the  pariih,  and  efpecially  at  the  loch 
of  Eye,  till  the  end  of  April,  when  they  depart,  to  hatch 
their  young  ones  in  the  Weft  Highlands.  The  fwans  ap- 
pear about  die  end  of  Odober,  and  continue  about  the  lock 
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'dT  EjCy  the  fouth  loch  ranning  from  it,  almoft  all  the  win- 
«ter  and  fpring^  except  when  a  great  froft  locks  up  the  loch 
'froiii  them. 

Pepulation.^^At  the  time  of  Dr  WeUler's  report,  the 
mmibers  were  1898.  It  appears  that  the  population  of  the 
pariih  has  inareafed  co&fid«iably  fince  the  1741,  there  he- 
ing  at  Jteaft  a  Courth  more  people  in  it  now.thaa  when  die 
church  feU  at  that  pemod;  yet  thej  have  neither  increafed 
or  diminiflied  an/  thing  to  fpeak  of  for  thele  20  years  pafL 
On  the  laft  day  of  April  1791,  there  were  in  the  pariih  a- 
bout  z6oo  perfons,  of  whom  were, 

Under  xo  years  of  age,  -  -  385 

Between  10  and  ao,  •  «  399 

Above  %o,  unmarried,  -  -        408 

Widowers  and  widows,  -  ;•  98 

Married,  -  -  -  310 

1600 
Of  whom  diere  .are  66  from  50  years  to  60,  75  from  60 
to  70,  46  from  70  to  80,  and  9  from  80  to  90  years  old* 

Bafiifms^  Marriages  and  Buriah^for  the  Iq/i  8  Tiors. 
Tears. 
1783 
1784 

1786 
1787 
.1788 
-1789 
«i79o 
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the  regiftcr  was  complete- — ^Thcrc  was  oo  regifter.kcpt; 
here  preceding  17839  when  there  was  an  aft  of  PaKlkmeat 
for  taking  a  fmall  duty  of  3  d.  for  every  baptifm»  marriage 
and  burial  regiflrated  in  any  parifli^  This  ad  is  rather 
de&dive,  in  that  it  does  not  oblige  each  parift  to  regiftrate ; 
from  which  defed,  not  only  mmy  parishes,  but,  as  is  iaid, 
fome  counties,  fuch  as  Sutherland,  keep  no  rdgl^er  at  till*  in 
any  of  their  parilbes ;  and  even  where  fuch  -tagtfters  are 
kept)  thofe  that  do  not  incline  to  regiftrate,  ^and  pay  3  d. 
are  not  obliged  to  regifirate  at  aU.«^trhece  aro  10  heritofv 
or  proprietors,  2  of  whom  6nly  refide.  The  inhabitants 
are  generally  farmers  an4  cottagers,  or  croAjers,  except 
fhofe  afterwards  mentioned,  fiefides  the  fiflieraMt),  there 
are  16  weavers,  with  5  apprentices,  1-3  tailot^,  with  4  ap- 
prentices, 14  (hoemakers,  with  4  apprefktic^s,  3  fmiths, 
with  3  apprentices,  5  joiners  or  wrights,  with  3  apprenti- 
ces, 2  coopers,  2  mafons,  i  turner  or  wheelwright,  i  mer- 
chant, and  8  millers ;  all  of  whom  are  employed  in  work- 
ing for  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariQi,  and  not  in  manufac- 
turing articles  for  fale.  All  are  of  (he  Eflablifbed  Churchy 
except  about  6  families  of  Seceders.  There  may  be  386 
honfes;  30  new  ones  within  the&  ic  y^ars^  and  about  12 
pulled  down.  At  an  average,  each  family  contains  4  or  5 
perfons,  and  each  marriage  produces  from  5  to  7  children. 
— There  are  only  3  fmall  towns  or  villages,  and  about  100 
perfons  in  each.  In  the  village  of  Fearn  are  2  mills,  (for- 
merly the  Abbot's  •),  paying  ia,chalders  of  rent  yearly; 
alfo  6  farmers,  i  diftillery  of  wbiiky,  x  merchant's  diop, 
a  fmith's  ihop,  a  turner's  fhop,  and  a  public-houfe,  felling 
dramSy  &c.  The  village  of  Hilt^wn  confifls  chiefly  of  fiAcr- 
men.  There  are  3  fifhine  boats  in  it,  with  6  men  in  each* 
That  of  Balintore  alfo  coniifls  of  fiihermen,  with  3  fiih- 

iflg 

*  The  Abbot's  income  behoved  to-be  very  confiderable,  as  his  ltnd« 
ZM^  thirlage  now  amcunt  to  tbove  L.  900  Sterliog. 


iag  boats  and  a  c^Ue.    There  wc  3.hQii£e^  in  wfaicli  drams 
are  fold* 

Wagu  and  Fricis,f^A  fanner'^  iervant  receives  6  bolls 
of  oar  and  bear,  meal,  fior  bis  .meat,  a  bollsi  2  firlots  of 
biear  pr  oat  meal^^  for  bis^  wage0>  and  6  $..  or  8  s.  for  flioes, 
with  1  ,boU  fcv  the  prodncip  of  .his  a(bea,  together  with  a 
ci^rtam.^an^fy  of  pound  to  nu£^  potatoes  on,  which  helps 
neadj  .to  maixitain  hinvfrJf  and.bis  £unilj  for  half  a-jear,  if 
hiswifeisinduftrious.  They  can  live  comfortablj,  and  bring 
wp  their  ^Idren  ^d^centlj*  A  :|i9gl£  lad  in  the  bouff^  gets 
from  In  a  to  ^  3  a  year  ^  fcanale  flsrvants  get  from  JL  i 
toL.r,  ios«i  the ^a.y's  wages. for  hulbandrjr  ,are  is.  a- 
day  witboQty.  or  6  d«  with  meat  \  womeni  at  6  d.  or  3  d. 
withmq^^  other  works  ^^  haodicrafUmen,  are  generally 
paidjij  fbe^{^ece*-^Beef  and  .mutt  w  &31  at  af  d.  the  pound, 
and  in  fpring,  and  be^bnii|g  of  famm^r,  at  3  d.  and  3}  d« ; 
.veal  at  3|x}.  pork  at  2^/1.  wd  34*. tbe  pounds  hens  at 
6d,  d^cksfat.^d,  ^l^ickens  ,at  2.d.  and  re|gp  at  StJO,  xa, 
i^«d.  aoff^diiig  to  the  fe^on;^ butter^ at  6d.  7d.  and 
jSd*  the  poupd  of  21  Qimces. 

jlgriaJtmre^  Hc^^^Thc  valoed  rent  of  the  parifh  is 
J«.4037  :  12  :  11  Scots;  the  real ^ren^  about  azoo  boils. 
The  rent  of  the  land  is  10  s.-  i  j  s,  and  even  L.  i  the  acre. 
The  principal  crops  are  oats  and  barley,  a  confideraUe 
ijuantity  of  peas,  and  fome  rye,  with  a  few  beans,  and  a 
Jktle  wheal,  about  50  or  £0  acres  of  clover  and  rye-grais, 
but  little  flax  or  hemp*  Oats  and  peas  aire  fown  from  the 
middle  cf  March  to  the  end  of  April;  barley,  from  the 
end  of  April  to  the  end  of  May.  There  is  little  wheat 
here,  and  what  is,  is  generally  fown  together  with  rye  in 
Odober ;  potatoes^  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  end  of 
V^%7*  of  which  above  xoco  boUs  are  railed  annually.    The 
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harveft  begins  geaeraUj  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  ends, 
in  good  yean,  about  the  middle  of  Odober.  There  ate  a- 
bont  800  oxen,  and  it  is  believed  500  hotfies,  of  the  imall 
Scots  or  Highland  kind ;  thongh  the  few  gentlemen  in  the 
parifli,  ufe  horfes  i>f  a  better  fize.  There  may  be  150 
milk  cows;  aboot  1000  iheep  of  the  fmall  Scots  kind, 
dieir  wool  neither  coarfe  nor  very  fine*  There  may  be 
about  450  fwine  fold  aannally  from  thb  parilh,  to  Tain* 
Cromarty,  Fort  George,  and  Invemefi,  at  various  prices ; 
the  fmaller  kind  from  Ss*  x^s.  15  s*  to  L.Xy  and  the  larger 
from  L.  I  to  L.  2,  los.  There  may  be  about  200  oxen  bought 
into  thb  pariih  ammaBy,  and  about  250  oxen  and  cows 
fold  yeariy  at  Whitfunday  and  Martinma8.-^There  are 
140  ploughs,  generally  6  oxen  in  the  piough ;  fome  ufe  8, 
feversd  ufe  4  oxen  and  1  horfes.  It  is  the -old  Scots  plough 
that  is  ufed,  with  a  ^bw  exceptions.  But  little  of  the  pa- 
riih is  indofed.  The  produce  is  much  greater  than  is  fiif- 
ficient  for  the  confnmption  of  the  inhabitants ;  above  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  is  exported  out  of  the  pariih,  in  oats 
and  oat«meal,  to  Cromarty,  Invemeis,  and  Leith.  But  the 
barley  is  pardy  <diftUIed  in  the  neighbouthood,  in  Ferin- 
tefli,  and  the  adjacent  country.  Monopoly  of  fiurms  has 
taken  place  here ;  "diere  being  inftances  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  pariihes,  of  individuals  £uming  what  was  for* 
merly  poffeffed  by  4,  6,  8,  and  10  tenants.  There  are  little 
or  no  perennial  fer vices  performed  by  any  tenants  or  under- 
tenants in  this  pariih.  There  were  fevend  days  of  fervi- 
tude  about  ^o  or  30  yean  ago,  fnch  as  manuring  and  plonk- 
ing the  mafter*s  from  ibr  2  or  3  days  in  the  fpring,  cutting 
down  his  corns,  and  leacKng  Ins  peats  and  turf^  for  99 
many  days ;  but  all  thefe  are  now  converted^ 

Stipend^  Sebootj  and  Poor.-— The  living  confifls  of  zaS 
bolls  of  barley,  with  100  merks  Scots,  for  imall  teinds, 
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nd  100  meckB  for  commniuQa  elements,  with  a  manfe  and 
g^ebe  of  about  5  acres.  The  King  is  patron.  A  part  of 
the  old  abbe  J  church  was  repaired  at  a  confiderable  ex- 
penee  in  17721  and  is  now  nfed  again  as  the  phce  of  wor* 
ikip.  The  manfe  was  built  a  confiderable  time  before  the 
Revolution,  and  was  raifed  and  repaired  once  and  again  \ 
the  laft  reparation  was  in  1781.— The  ftate  of  the  ichool  is 
but  indifierent.  The  fchoolmafter  has  onlj  100  merka 
Scots  from  the  heritors,  and  the  only  perquifite  is  L.  ao 
Scots  from  the  feffion^  as  precentor  and  feffion-derk,  with  a 
trifle  he  receives  for  each  marriage  and  bapti&u  The  en* 
conragpnent  being  fo  little,  we  fometimes  want  one  alto* 
gBther.  Some  boys  or  girls,  in  their  parents  hooies,  begin 
to  teach  for  a  trifle  of  quarter  payment.  There  may  be  a* 
bout  100  icholars  among  them  alL— The  number  of  poor 
is  45*  The  annual  fum  expended  for  their  relief  is  L.  10 
Sterling,  produced  by  the  coUedions  m  the  church,  and 
the  intereft  of  a  fmall  fum  appropriated  for  them.  They 
are  not  deftitute  poor,  or  fuch  as  do  not  work  generally 
for  themfelves ;  but  many  of  them  being  old  and  fickly, 
get  in  proportion  to  their  need.  But  they  are  chiefly  fup* 
plied  by  the  charity  and  benevolence  of  the  gentry  and 
farmers  of  the  parifli.  There  are  not  above  6  on  the  roll, 
who  at  any  time  beg  in  or  out  of  the  parifli»  Lady  Ann 
^tewart,  fpoufe  to  Baron  David  Rois  of  Balnagown,  mar« 
iified  3000  merks  Scots  for  the  ufe  of  the  religious  poor, 
within  the  prefl>ytery  of  Tain,  and  left  the  mimflers  of  it 
patrons  of  iaid  fund.  The  interefl  of  it  is  divided  once  in 
the  2  years,  and  the  diflSsrent  pariihes  in  the  bounds  get 
in  proportion  to  the  charader  of  the  religious  poor  in  each, 
fo  far  as  it  will  go ;  fome  pariihes  30,  fome  40,  fome  50 
merks  at  each  divifion.  Sometimes  one  parifh  will  get 
more,  fometimes  another ;  but  not  defigned  for  beggars, 
but  for  aged  and  reduced  people  of  a  good  character.  And 
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the  people  on  the  lift  in  each  parilhy  get  fdme  5,  fome^  f  (5/ 
ibme  159  or  raxxt  tnerks,  as  thej  are  jadged  deferving,  as 
far  as  it  will  go,  for  life. 

jintiquities  and  Curiqfities. — ^There  are  feveral  Dfuidical 
temples  in  this  parifh.  The  abbacy  is  one  of  the  moft  an* 
cient  boilings  here.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  made  np 
of  mad.  The  principal  part  of  it  was  99  feet' in  length, 
within  walls,  25f  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  walls  24  feet' 
high  above  the  ground*  The  abbacj  was  not  only  the 
place  of  worihip  before  the  Reformation,  but  ever  fince, 
until  Odober  174),  when,  on  a  fudden,  in  time  of  publie 
worihip,  the  roof  fell  in.  There  were  36  perfons  killed 
inftantl J,  bj  what  fell  in  of  the  roof  and  flate,  on  that  me- 
lancholy occaiion ;  8  more  died  foon  after. — The  caftle  of' 
Lochlin,  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  parifli,  is  another  re- 
markable building.  It  is  iaid  to  be  of  500  years  (landing. 
It  flands  upon  an  eminence,  about  i  mile  N.  £.  of  the 
loch  of  Eye,  and  about  6  miles  £.  from  Tain,  and  is  indeed 
one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  objeAs  in  this  coimtry.  It 
wa£  -certainly  built  as  a  place  of  fecurity  againft  fudden  ii^ 
cnrfions  in  the  days  of  violence.  Its  ihape  refembles  2  fi- 
gures, nearly  fquare,  joined  together  by  the  comers,  in 
which  jundion  there  is  a  ftair-cafe  to  the  top.  The  leffer 
one,  which  looks  towards  the  W.  being  about  20,  and  the 
greater,  which  looks  towards  the  E.  about  38  feet  fquare. 
The  caftle  is  60  feet  high.  It  is  fortified  with  3  large  tur- 
rets, of  which,  I  Aands  upon  the  lefler  fquare,  and  2  upot^ 
the  greater.  Thefe  turrets  are  each  of  them  cajpable  of 
holding  3  or  more  men  with  eafe,  and  in  each  6f  them  are 
5  fmall  round  holes,  of  about  4  inches  diameter,,  with  5 
larger  above  them,  of  a  quadrangular  form.  The  latter, 
it  is  imagined^  were  intended  for  the  fentries  or  watchmen 
to  fee  through,  and  the  others  for  ihooting  of  arrows*    The- 
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«ater  door  of  the  kitchen  was  made  of  ftrong  bais  of  iron, 
as  thick  as  an  ordinary  man's  leg,  and  the  windows  were 
dofied  with  finall  grates  or  twifted  ftentions  of  iron,  fo  that 
it  maj  be  readily  (iippofed  that  it  was  almoft  impregnable 
at  the  period  in  which  it  was  ereded. — There  is  another, 
Tery  ancient  cattle,  that  of  CadboQ,  equally  old,  if  not 
older  than  either  the  abbacy  or  the  cafUe  of  Lochlin. 
There  are  little  remains  of  it  now,  bat  2  or  3  vaults.  There 
is  a  very  fingular  and  remarkable  tradition  concerning  this 
caftle,  that  chough  it  was  inhabited  for  ages,  yet  never 
any  perfon  die4  in  it ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  Uved  in  it, 
wilhed  to  be  brought  out  of  it,  as  they  longed  for  death, 
efpecially  Lady  May,  who  refided  there  about  100  years 
ago ;  being  long  fick,  and  longing  i<ft  death,  flie  defired  to ' 
be  brought  out  of  her  caftle,  which  at  laft  was  accordingly 
done,  and  no  fooner  did  ihe  come  out  of  it,  than  ihe  ex- 
pired ! 

Fjm/.— -The  principal  diladvantage  under  which  this  pa- 
riih  labours,  is  the  Icarcity  of  fuel.  The  common  people 
bum  tttif,  a  few  peats,  and  fome  heath,  carried  £rom  the 
diftance  rf8  miles;  there  being  little  or  no  mois  in  the 
parifli,  but  that  adjacent  to  the  loch  of  Eye,  and  it  is  ge- 
nerally fb  overflowed  with  water,  by  a  fervitude  of  the 
milk  of  Feam,  that  the  proprietor  can  fieldom  get  any  peats 
out  of  it.  The  few  heritors,  and  the  better  fort  of  fiEtf-men^ 
now  btrm  coal.  But  it  is  of  the  greateft  diladvantage  t» 
the  parilh,  to  want  fiiel,  or  not  to  get  coal  at  an  eafy  rate ; 
for  it  cods  generally  a  s.  2  d.  the  barrel ;  and  the  £urmers 
and  cottagers  fpend  all  the  fummer,  and  a  part  of  the  har- 
veft,  in  procuring  fome  bad  turf. 

EnuMent  Men. — It  £aid  by  fome  that  the  fiunoos  law- 
yer. Sir  George  Ma^enzie,  King's  Advocate  in  King 
Vol.  IV.  P  p  Charlit 
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Qmrlei  II/s  time^  waa  born  in  the  cafilc  of  Locbflin  \  bu| 
ltaet«  is  BO  certainty  of  it.  Farqnhar,  the  fixft  Earl  of  Rofa^ 
ftftd  founder  of  tbe  abliacj^  was  buried  in  this>  pariih^  a» 
were  fetcral  others  of  the  Earis  of  Hois.  There  ia  an  acen 
ID  the  abbacy,  appropriated  for  a  burial  place  for  all 
iif  the  namo  of  Rob  \  almoft  all  of  whom  in  the  norths 
bnry  there*  General  Charles  Rofs  of  Balbagown,  who 
was  advanced  to  the  highcft  tniKtary  honours^  and  who 
had  a  principal  band  in  2  rery  bloody  wars  againft  the 
King  of  France,  for  the  Hberty  of  Europe^  under  the. an- 
fpictt  of  WsUiam  and  Anne,  was  buried  here.  This  ma* 
was  equally  famous  for  the  arts  of  peace  and  war.  He 
died  at  Badi,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age,  173^.  There  is  alfo 
buried  here,  the  valiant  and  brave  Admiral  Sir  John  Rob 
of  Balnagown. 

Mifcellaneouf  Obfervations,»-^T\it  people  are  fober,  regtt'- 
Jar,  decent,  and  induftrious  \  they  are  alfo  generous  and  hu- 
xnano.  Their  conditioot  however,  might  be  ameliorated 
confidend)ly,  conld  they  haV^e  coals  imported  daty  free, 
and  fome  heavy  ofiultures  removed,  which  hinders  the  im- 
provement of  land,  and  checks  any  attempts  for  tbe  efla- 
bliibing  of  manufaAures.  None  are  obliged  to  leave 
th«  pariih  for  want  of  employment.  Some  few  inHft  year* 
ly  as  foldiers.  Many  inKfted  in  the  late  General  Fraier's 
regiment,  and  many  alfp  in  the  73d,  and  fome  in  the  43d 
iod  75th  regiments.  The  people  are  generally  beakhy 
and  robufi,  and  rather  above  the  common  ftature.  There 
may  be  13  in  the  parifii  above' 6  feet  high.— ->Tbe  commim 
people  fpeak  the  Gaelic  language,  though  many  of  theni 
now  underflsmd  the  Englifli.  The  names  of  places  feem 
to  be  wholly  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  and  are  expref- 
five  of  tiieir  fituation,  occupation  of  the  inhabitants,  qua* 
^ty  of  th^  place  or  foil,  &e^*-The  lands  in  this  parifli 
<  '  ^  do 


flo  not  yield'  near  cme  half  of  die  cmpe  thejr  prdducf d  2a 
or  30  jents  ago,  owing  to  the  «oUl  feafoos.  Since  ths  jKat 
1 76.1,  there  has  been  nothing  like  a  goodcr<^  a^nong  us$ 
BO  peas,  efpeoiallj)  came  to  an j  account  fincc.  It  is  now 
indeed  idle,  and  appears  fabvlouey  to  relate  the  crops  j:ailedr 
here  30  or  40  jears  ago.  The  iaaf4Mis  w^^e  formerly  fo 
warm,  that  this  peofde  t^ehovcd  to  unjoke  t^eir  ploughs 
as  foon  lis  the  fan  rof<,  whep  foD^g  barlejr  \  and  perfons 
jret  living)  tell,  that  in  traveUittg  through-the  meadows  in 
the  loans  of  Etarn,  an  fome  places  drops  «f  honej  vrere 
fscBt  as  the  dew  on  the  long  grab  and  plaotatni  Aicking  to 
tlheir  &oes  as  thej  walked  along  in  a  Maj  morning  s  skod 
alfo  in  other  parts,  their  ihoes  were  oiled  as  with  cream, 
going  through  fach  meadows.  Honey  a^d  bee-hives  were 
then  Ytry  plentj,  which,  fiace  the  year  178a,  are  like  to 
be  whoHy  loft,  and  extirpated  ^Ottt  gf  Ae  country.  Cattle, 
fmtter  and  cheefe,.  were  then  very  plenty  and  dieap. 
There  are  people  yet  living  in  this  parifli,  who  have 
l>oaght  young  oxen  for  15  s.  i9«.  and  L.  i,  which  now 
would  coft  L.  4  Sterling  each ;  good  butter  fold  at  2s.  6(i* 
and  3  s.  like  Aone  ;  cheefe  at  lad.  the  A&ne ;  aod  vi6hial 
at  a  s.  6  d^  tiie  bplL  Some  gf  the  abbots  of  Fcam's  Tiftual 
ivas  >oaly  valued  at  half  a  merk  Septs  the  boU ;  and  a 
gentleman  in.  this  pariih,  about  or  within  30  years  ago,  had 
«  proo^fe  for  getting  the  current  price  for  fome  of  the  ab- 
bots teind-bolls,  which  was  brougtit  before  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  he  loft  it,  being  fixed  at  the  M  price  of  half  a 
meik  the  boll.^-Jn  the  years  1782  ;ind  1783,  vidual  got 
up  to  an  enormous  height,  hitherto  unknown  in  this  cooa- 
*try ;  being  Md  from  24  s.  to  28  s.  the  boll.  The  poor 
were  partly  relieved  by  the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  the 
Sarons  of  Ex^equer,  who  f«tt  300  bolls  of  vidual  to  the 
'Sheriff  of  this  county,  to  be  diAributed  graiu  among  the 
poor  of  the  d^lbreat  parifliesi  as  th*  fiiaft  relief  ^  and  ano« 
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ther  Teffel  with  fo  rnnch^  to  be  (bid  at  z  cheaper  rate  thac^ 
Mijr  other  in  the  country ;  of  both  which,  this  pariih  got 
their  proportion,  which  was  a  feafonable  relief.  And  Pro- 
vidence was  kind  in  thoiie  days  of  ibarcity,  in  providing 
plenty  of  fifh  from  the  fea,  fo  that  not  only  the  ordinary 
fifliennen  caught  abundance,  and  fold  them  to  the  poor  un* 
til  nejct  crop  grew  up,  but  many  poor  people  jotted,  gi^t 
diflbrent  cobles,  and  caught  a  quantity  of  cuddies^  red  cod- 
Ungs,  and  flounders,  near  the  ihore ;  alfo  an  extraordinary 
quantity  of  fine  cockles  was  had  near  Tain,  on  this  fide  of 
the  Dornoch  frith,  which  was  almoft  a  miraculous  fupplj 
and  fupport  to  this  and  all  the  neighbouring  parilhes ;  fo 
that  hundreds  of  men  and  women,  with  their  borfes,  were 
fisen  daily  coming  home  with,  great  burdens  and  loads  of 
the  beft  cockles,  in  fudh  abundance  as  they  never  appeared 
before  nor  fimce.  Many  boat-loads  were  carried  to  di&ant 
places.  No  one  died  for  want  in  this  parifb*  Biit  in  the 
year  1740,  in  the  like  fcarcity,.  many  ftarved.— -There  is 
no  kind  of  manufaAure  eftablilhed  here,  but  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  hemp  fpun  yearly,  &om  the  manu&Aure  at 
Cromarty,  which  will -circulate  L.4po  Sterling.  There 
will  aKo  be  drawn  about  L.  150  Sterling  yearly,  for  fpin- 
ning  lint.  The  people  have  become  much  more  extrava* 
gaat  in  their  clothing  and  apparel,  of  late  years,  bpying 
thefe  chiefly  from  the  fliops,  whereas  formerly  they  onLy 
wore  their  own  country-made  clotlu  Hie  farmers  have 
never  yet  recovered  the  diflrefs  of  1783.  Many  of  l;hem 
were  reduced  therel^.  Luxury  has  crept  in  among  aU 
ranks  fince  X746,.  and  all  articles  are  now  advanced  in 
price.  For  infl»nce,  fervants  could  buy  a  pair  of  ihoes  in 
thofe  days  for  10  d.  which  now  coft  them  from  2  a.  6  d.  to 
3.S.  a  pair.  In.  this  parifli,  the  pe<q>Ie  are  &r  from  market* 
There  is  no  demand  ordinarily  for  the  vidual  here,  until 
all  is  fold,  not  only  iii.clio  ibnthem  oomties,,  h^t  even  ijL 
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die  weftern  part  of  this  fame  conn^  \  and  the  tenants  be- 
ing in  fhraits  for  money  at  Martinmas,  often  fell  the  few 
boUs  they  can  difpofe  of,  at  tcs.  ^  they  feldom  get 
more  for  it  till  Whitfunday,  which  is  the  time  the  price 
generally  rifes.  Since  the  £eaibns  have  yaried  fo  much^ 
and  turned  fo  cold,  they  are  at  a  great  difadvantage  for 
want  of  grab  \,  for  the  common  leys  and  meadows  that  uled 
to  yield  gra&,  which  might  be  cut  down  by  fcythes,  now  a- 
days  yield  but  a  very  fcanty  pafture  for  any  cattle  or  flieep. 
The  average  rent  of  £Eimis  was  16,  10,  and  25  boUs, 
the  greater  ones  30  and  35  bolls  each,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions  of  40,  45,  and  50  bolls.  But  now  feveral  have 
fiiffms  of  70,  80,.  120,  and  130  bolls,  fo  that  the  number 
of  fanners  is  diminifhing ;  which,  together  with  the  annual 
emigration  iirom  the  parkh,  is  the  reafon  that  the  popula- 
tion has  not  increafed  for  feveral  years.  Several  young 
men  and  women  go  annually  to  fervice  from  this,  efpe» 
cially  to  Cromarty,  Invemeis,  Moray,  and  Aberdeen 
ihirea,  and  fome  to  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  Newcaflk,  and 
ibme  of  the  Colonic ;  fome  young  men  after,  and  Ibme 
before  they  have  kamcd  any  handicraft.  Property  in 
land  cannot  be  iaid  to  be  often  changing,  except  in  a  lew 
inftances.  It  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that  as  there  is  an  union 
of  farms,  fo  is  Aere  of  eftates  in  this  pariih ;  i  heritor  pof- 
feffing  what  a,  3,  and  4  pi^efied  30  or  40  yeais  ago.  The 
laft  crop  was  generally  the  fcantieft  in  quantity,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  to  the  quality  of  the  barley  fince  1782 ;  owing  to 
the  cold  fummer  and  harvefl.  So  that,  in  one  word,  the 
only  .means  whereby  the  condition  of  the  people  could  be 
ameliorated,  next  to  better  ieafons,  would  be,  for  the  Le- 
giflature  to  allow  coak  dui^  free. 
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PAKISH   OF   KNOCKANDOW, 

4  (county    of    MORAY.) 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr  Francis  Grant. 


Nami^  Situation^  Extent^  SoiJ,  ifc. 

KNoGKAHDow  has  its  name  from  two  Celtic  words, 
Kttwi,  ffgnifying  '  hill,'  aad  Do%u, '  black.'  It  is  fi. 
tuated  in  the  count j  of  Moray,  prefbyter j  of  Aberdoor 
afid  Synod  of  Moray,  about  lo  miles  in  length,  and,  at  an 
average,  i  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  and  S«  W. 
by  the  pariflhtes  of  Inveraven  and  Aberdour,  from  which  it 
is  feparated  by  the  river  Spey,  one  of  the  mod  rapid  in 
Scotland ;  on  the  £•  by  Rothes,  on  the  N.  by  Bimie  and 
Dallas,  on  the  W.  by  EdinkiQy  and  Cromdak.— The 
eonntry  b  hilly ;  the  foil  either  deep  mo&  or  fimdy  gravel ; 
Hhe  air  d^  and  healthy. — Spey  is  the  only  river  eooneft- 
ed  with  the  parifli,  which  produces  falmon ;  but  owing  to 
emives,  fctv  of  them  get  up  this  lengtfi.  The  hilb  are  co- 
hered witfi  heath,  and  the  river-£de  with  birch,  oak  and 
alder*  The  many  fmall  rivulets  tfiat  defcend  from  the 
hills,  are  frequently  in  the  months  of  February  and  No- 
vember fwelled  by  the  rains,  overflow  their  banks,  and  do 
iMifidicable  harm.    This  happened  particularly  in  1783, 

when 
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ffhta  a  waiar-fpoat,  there  is  teafioo  to  believe,  fidl  in  tbo 
adjacent  hills* 

Po/tf£irfoii^-— Accordiiig  to  Dr  Webfter's.  return,  the 
munbeiB  were  1267.  The  popobtion  is  rather  left  than 
about  35  years  ago^  many  having*  gone  to  Aberdeen.  The 
number  of  all  ages  at  (ceient  is  about  1500 1  of  whom  600 
are  males,  and  900  females.  The  annual  average  of  births 
is  40,  of  marriages  12.  The  number  of  fools  under  so  is 
460,  and  from  70  to  100  is  36. 


Agricuknre. — ^The  grain  principallj  cultivated  is  bladi 
pats,  big,  or  Scotch  bear,  fome  rye,  turnip  and  potatoes. 
There  is  very  little  artifldal  grab.  Seed-time  generally 
begins  in  the  end  of  March,  and  continues  through  the 
iriiole  of  April.  Harveft  here  is  in  Augqft,  Sepiembef 
and  Oftober.  The  hnd-rent  of  the  pariih  is  about  L.  aoo<K 
The  filhings  produce  about  L.  10  a-year.  The  number  of 
horfes  300,  of  cattle  3000,  of  Iheep  5000.  There  may  be 
about  150  ploughs,  all  of  the  Scotph  kind,  except  one. 
The  laft  in  general  are  very  bad.  The  very  beft  arable  lan4 
IS'  14  s.  the  acre ;  the  general  fize  of  &rms  about  30  acres. 

Stipendt  Poor,  Vr. — ^The  value  of  the  living,  indudii^ 
the  glebe,  is  L.  85  Sterling.  Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant  is 
patron.  The  church  was  built  in  1757,  and  the  manfe  in 
1767.  There  are  4  heritors. — ^The  number  o£  poor  is  ao. 
The  coUedions  for  their  relief  are  about  L*  3  ^  and  the 
bnt%  tt  delinquents,  with  what  arifes  fyom  a  mortification, 
may  amount  to  L.  7. 

Prices  and  fFisff  ^#.— Provifions  formerly  were  very  cheap. 
A  £u:  ox  might  have  been  got  for  L.  x,  5  s.  and  a  iheep  for 
3 s.  4d« ;  a  boll  of  oat-meal  for  6s.  8d.    Now,  beef  and 
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mtftton  fell  at  3  d.  the  pound,  meal  at  14  8.  the  boH,  aad 
fowls,  which  Ibid  at  2  d.  coft  6  d.  and  7  d.— -A  labourer 
wiU  earn  6  d.  a^day  in  fummer,  and  4  d.  in  winter,  inclu- 
ditig  viAuab.  A  wrigbt  8  d.  a  mafon  xo  d.  and  a  tailor  4  d. 
befides  viftuak.  A  cooiinoD  labourer,  when  married, 
cbuld  never  maintain  his  fiimily,  if  he  had  not  a  fmall  croft. 
This  defcription  of  men,  in  general,  is  in  gr^t  poTertj. 
A  man  fervant  earns  from  L*  4,  tos.  to  L.  5  a-jear,  and  a 
woman  L.  z  :  13  :  4. 

MifcMmeous  ObJirvaiions.''^'Tht  Gaelic  was  generally 
fpdcen  here  till  about  50  years  ago.— Peats  are  the  only  fiiel. 
—The  general  fize  of  the  people  is  about  5  feet  6  inches, 
and  their  complenon  black.  Many  of  them  are  very  de* 
ficient  in  indufiry,  but  eeconomical.  They  are  fond  of  a 
military  life,  and  prefer  the  Highland  regiments.— Thts 
roads  in  the  pariih  were  formerly  well  made,  and  kept  in 
good  repair;  but,  for  fome  time  pafi,  they  have  been 
greatly  neglefted.  The  people,  feniible  of  this  neglefi, 
pay  the  ftatute-labour  in  kind,  and  work,  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  as  little  as  poi&ble.  Were  a  more  liberal  plan  of 
management  adopted,  and  the  ftatute-labour  commuted, 
it  would  be  more  agreeable,  and  of  much  advantage.  The 
people  here  have  no  idea  of  turnpikes,  or  their  advantages. 
-^In  1782,  there  was  neither  a  fufficiency  of  feed  nor  bread, 
and  had  not  Government  interfered,  numbers  muft  have 
ftarved ;  but  the  fupply  granted,  relieved,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, their  wants.— The  pariih,  in  general,  is  unindofed. 
Tie  people  are  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of  indofures,  but 
they  are  little  encouraged,  except  by  one  of  the  heritors. 
The  condition  of  the  people  might  be  much  meliorated,  by 
granting  them  leafes  for  38  years,  and  a  lifetime,  by  en- 
couraging indofures,  and  giving  them  good  examples  of 
bu(bandry  • 
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PARISH    Of    DALRYMPLJi, 

(county   oy    AIH.) 


Bf  the  R99.  Mr  EitNttBBR  Walker. 


Name^  Smuukn,  Soil,  iJfe* 

DAxitmtL%  af^ean  to  be  a  Gaefie  ttrord,  DtAytnoU^ 
and  figntfies  '  the  vaRcj  of  the  (tatigbter  of  the  king.* 
Here,  it  is  fupira&d,  Coile»  king  d£  the  BritoDB  feB.  Thia 
parifli  is  in  the  preftTtcty  of  Air,  an^  Sjmod  of  GhrgoW 
and  Air.f-— The  lower  part  of  it  is  delightfullj  fituated* 
and  it  vdkjr-groond,  furroonded  on  bdth"fldes  with  little 
green  hHb.  Near  the  river  Doon,  fer  the  fpitee  of  5  oif  6 
miles  9f.  E.  the  fitaation  is  heatitiM.  The  length  of  the 
parifli  i»  tf  or  7  mflea;  its  breadth,  in  fet^eral  jdaees^  is  a 
Saotch  milea.  Dalrymple  is  bounded  by  the  parifhes  of 
Palmelliagton,  Coylton,  Majbole,  Ait  and  Rirkmichael.- 
'-i^The  general  appearsmce  -of  the  conntrj  is  partly  flat,  and 
partly  hiH/;  port  of  the  foil  ia* fertile,  and  part  barren; 
part  of  it  de^p^  and  part  ibdlow.  Some  of  it  well  colti^ 
l^ted  and  manured  by  lime  or  marl.  There  is  variety  of 
mineral  fprings  and  lochs.  There  is  only  one  river  called 
DooD,  whiah  flows^from-  Loch  ]!)nne.  After  a  oomfe  np- 
wavds  of  14  mika'Of  vaiioiis  windings  and  turnings^  it  di& 
Vox*.  IV«  <^q  chargea 
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charges  itftlf  into  the  ieau  The  river  is  ftored  with  tnmt,i 
fitlmoiiy  pike  and  eel.  The  falmon-fiihing  here  lets  at  pre* 
lent  for  L.  13.  This  fpedes  of  fiih  is^  fold  in  fummer  for 
6d.  the  pound,  the  fea^on  in  which  it  is  in  its  higheft 
perfection.     There  is  freeftone,  marl  and  lime. 

Po^tf/Ei/ioif^->-According.  to  Dr  Webfter's  retnmsy  the 
nombers  were  439.  The  number  of  fouls  at  prefentia 
380. 

Males,  -  170    Farmers  and  their  familici,  235. 

Females,  •  210     Weavers,  -  6 

Examinable  perfons,  260     Smiths,  -  2 

Annual  births,  about    17     Shoemakers,  -  3 

■  marriages,  do..    8     Wrights,        •  ^  -        i 

■  burials,,  do.  zi  Tailors,  -  -  x 
Farmers,  40  Inhabited  houfes,  -  S6 
No  fedaries.  The  proportioBr  between  the  annual  births 
and  the  whole  population  is  as  i  to.  24 ;  between  the  mar- 
riages and  the  whole  population  as  x  to  34 }  between  the 
deaths  and  the  whole  population  as  i  to  4p. 

Agriculture. — The  parilh,  for  the  mo&  part,  fupplies  it- 
&lf  with  provifions,  and  fometimes  exports,  A  confider- 
able  proportion  of  the  grounds  is  employed  in  raifing  com, 
roots,  potatoes,,  and  cabbage..  Only  a  few  acres  are  coltir 
vated  in  raifing  hemp  or  flax..  There  are  maay  acres,  both 
in  fown  grafs  and  pafture,  but  more  in  pafiure.  The  £uinr 
ers  here  commonly  fow  between  the  middle  of  March  and 
the  end  of  April;  and  reap  between  the  middle  of  Anguft 
and  the  end  of  September.  The  valued  rent  isi  L.  xc^o, 
LS.  z  d.  Scotch. 

• 

Siipendf  Pootf  i^r.— The  chnrch  was  built  in  1764^ 
the  n^anfe  in  1 728 ;  and  boUik  of  them  wer^  lately  repaired*. 

The 
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The  Talne  of  the  liTing  is  about  L.  76  or  L.8o.  The 
|(lebe  is  extremely  fmall.  There  are  5  heritors.  The  'King 
4s  patron.— The  number  of  j)oor  on  the  roll  is  7.  The 
jearlj  amount  of  the  coUedions  for  their  relief  b  about 
ImII.  Xdere , is  aUb  about *L.  3O9  £»•  their  tnainttnance^ 
in  the  Bank  of  Air.  No  parilh  in  the  prefbjterj  has  its 
poor  better  fupplied. 

Mifcillaneous  Oi/ervatians**^ThU  pariJh  lajr  fonnerl)r 
under  diladvantages,  which  are  now,  in  a  great  meafure^ 
remoTedy  bj  means  of  iacloiures  and  good  roads^— There 
-are  3  old  caftles,  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  is  called 
Barbiilon.  A  battle  is  faid  to  have  been  fought  between 
Dick , oFBafbilton  and  Cenne'dj," the 'latter^oT' whom  was 
killed.  And  from  the  ftone  which  killed  him,  the  place 
is  reported  to  have  been  called  Barbar4>us  ^tone^  or  Barbi* 
fton.  Some  ftones  of  the  old  vaults  were  found,  and  bear 
the  dates  of  1340  and  1345.  A  fpear,  and  feveral  large 
bonesi  which  diftived  when  expofed  to  the  air,  were  alfo 
found  near  this  fpot.— -The  price  of  provilions  has  increafed 
aauch  wtthtnitliefe  few  years.  A  daj'-s  wages  for  a  laboiu 
rtr  in  hofbtodrj,  are  generally  from  10  d.  to  1  s.  5  d.  t!ie 
day.  The  wages  of  a  common  labourer,  when  married, 
are  from  L.  3  to  L.  3,  ao  s.  in  the  half  year,  and  are  fbuiid 
little  enoa^  to  bring  up  a  &mily.  The  fuel  commonly 
uied  is  coal  and  peat.  Very  little  wood  is  ufed.  The 
price  of  the  coal  and  peat  is  nearly  the  fame,  from  4  d.  to 
'64.  the  load.  The  people  in  general  are  difpofed  to  in- 
4uftry,  and  are  oeconomicaL 
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THE  «0«ieiit  name  of  tha  pariik  of  DothU  wm 
^b^mkffy  ^^ijinp  in  GmUc,  '<  Giea  of  Herots  ^^^ 
^m  ▼prions  e^pIoitBof  the  inhahitaiits  uiwpeUmgAo 
Cummifi3  froni  that  pM.9f  tha  cowtr j,  as  well  at  from 
^eir  ohRinate  defence  of  it,  afterwards  agaioft  the  depr^ 
^ationsi  of  the  Highlanders*  .  The  modem  naoae  Dvthil  ia 
from  DeogMhaU^  ^  eleceUeat  vallej ;"  the  Kirk-town  be^ 
ing  fidiated  tipoQ  a  rifiiig  ground,  commandiAg  the  pro* 
fpe6l  of  a  valley  about  looo  acres.  The  pariSi  is  io  tfa^ 
county  and  Sjmod  of  Murray,  and  preflbytery  of  Aber- 
nethy ;  extends  14  miles  from  E.  to  W.  and  is  zo  miles 
19  breadth,  is  bounded  by  the  parifli  of  Moy  on  the  N. 
by  Alvey  on  the  W.  by  Abemethy  on  the  S.  and  by  In- 
yerallen  on  the  £•    The  general  appearance  is  hiUyi  with 
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Ifff  birph  and  alder,  on  the  Hurts  of  the  hills  \  Imt  beyond 
Ihem  it  is  covered  with  heath»  and  is  rocky.  It  is  dini> 
4ed  nearly  into  two  equal  parts  by  the  river  Dulnaoy  fig»- 
oifying  in  Graelic,  *'  floody/'  running  ftom  W.  to  £•  ar 
bout :  14  miles.  On  both  fides  of  Mrhi^h  lies  a  gneat  pari: 
of  the  arable  ground.  The  foil  towards  the  Icywer  end  of 
dbe  peri(b»  which  widens  into  a  flat  for  feveral  miles,  btf^ 
gently  overjGk>wcd  by  the  Dulnan,  is  deep.  Towards  the 
«pper  end,  and  at  a  diflanc^  fron  the  river,  fhallow,  yet 
fisrtile  tfaroo^  the  whole.  The  dimate  is  extremely 
healdiy,  and  the  moft  common  diftempers  are  nervoi^  fe» 
VBiSy  and  fwellings  in  the  joints,,  occafioned,  moft  proba* 
biy,  by  the  viciflitudes  pf  heat  and  cold,  whi^h  occafioa 
too  ficeqnent  and  imprudent  changes  of  wanner  cbthing 
fiar  the  Highland  garb.  There  are  ieveral  mineral  fprings 
ia  the  pariAi,  twp  of  which  have  been  Jerviceable  in  the 
yiaves* 

jhmnabi  &o.««-The  quadrupeds  are  of  the  common 
kind  in  the  I£{^ands.  Some  of  the  horfes  are  of  thd 
large  labouring  fpecics.  The  Highland  garrons,  as  they 
arc  called,  though  not  io  fufficient  for  labour,  are  more  a* 
dapted  to  the  lower  cla6  of  people,  eafily  fupported,  bj 
funning  out  in  the  fields  moft  part' of  winter.  This 
emntry,  onoe  ftored  with  the  fineft  wooUed  kind  of  iheep, 
has  fior  fome  years  been  over-run  with  the  coarfe  Linton 
bveed,  whidi  ought  to  be  extirpated  from  every  country* 
The  parifli  abounds  with  groufe,  partridge  and  black« 
game,  and  a  vafl  variety  of  the  fmaller  kind  of  birds. 
Tke  wood<;faek  appears  in  Ofbbec^  add  diiappears  in 
April* 

Popwlatim. — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter^  import,  tbcr 
qnmbeis  in  Dudiil  and  Rotbi^mndso^  were  1785.    In 

the 
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the  earliKr  periods  of  fociety  here,  when  only  the  fkirts  of 
the  hills  were  inhahited,  the  lowo:  grounds  being  covered 
vith.  wood,  and  infefied  by  wolves  and  other  ravenous 
animals,  the  population  bore  a  nearer  proportion  to  -what 
it.  now.  is.  than  it  did  for  a  feries  of  years  previous  to  the 
rebellion  in  1745*  Since  that  memorable  period,  the  p6^ 
{mlatioh  has  decriafed  cbnfiderably,  owing  chiefly  to  two 
canfes*.  The  oppdrtunky  afforded  young  adventurers  to 
traverfe  the  field  of  fontuney  and  throwing  land  into  large 
farms.  The  amount  of  the  prefeiir -population  of  Duthil 
is  830,  all  of  the  eftabliihed  ^urch  ;  maks^  372  ;  females, 
458;  annual  average  o£  biiths,  70;  deathsi  15;  mar- 
riages,'i5;. fouls. under.  10,  150;  from  10  to  20»  244; 
from  ap  to  50,  £95  ;  from  50  to  70,  98 ;  from  70  to  looi 
43  ;  farmers  and  familiesi  54  ;  houfehold  (ervants,  3  ;  la* 
bouring  fervants^  male  and  female,  230 ;  one  ftndent  at 
college.  Formerly  moft  of  the  gentlemen's  font  and  of 
farmers  fludied  al  college ;  but  for  40  years  paft,  they 
have  become  adventurers  abroad.  Number  of  perfona 
born  in  other  pariikes  in  Scotland,  141 ;  number  of  gen- 
try, 5.  About  to  years  ago  there,  was  a  confiderable 
number  of  very  creditable. gentlemen  widi  iamilies  in  this 
pari(h»  moil  of  whom  have  now  become  extind ;  and  the 
few  remaining  are  foon '  likely  to  become^  fo^  their  font 
preferring  various  purfiiits .  abroad ;  batchelors,  3;  each 
marAage,  at  an  average,  produces  7  children ;  inhabited 
boufes,  166;  perfons  at  an  average  to  each  inhabited 
koufe,  5« 

Agricukurt^  &c.— *Catde,  at  an  average,'  are  lesa; 
(heep,  3424 ;  horfes,  315  ;  ploughs  of  the  Scotch  kind» 
and  a  few  Englifli,  105  ;  carts,  260  ;  arable  acres,  2x83  \ 
all  under  com  and  potatoes,  excepting  a  few  under  cab- 
bage, tuxnip  and  fown  graft ;    acres   in   meadowwgralst 

2467  ; 
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2467^  acres  in  mois  and  moor  adjoining  to  the  arable  and 
meadow,  4650.  What  quantity  of  ground  lies  wafle,  or 
in  common,  being  the  hillj  part  of  the  parifli,  I  cannot 
afcertain.  At  leaft  a  third  of  the  pariih  is  under  wood. 
The  pariih  fuppUes  itfelf  abundantly  with  provifions. 
The  onlj  articles  of  export  are  black  cattle  and  fheep^ 
The  real  rent  of  the  parifh  is  about  L.  1100  Sterling* 
There  are  but  a  few  inclofures  in  the  pariih.  The  people 
murmur  exceedingly  at  inclofures,  their  cattle  having  been 
accuftomed  to  range  promifcuouflj  through  the  year,  ex- 
cepting in  the  fummer  feafon^  and  while  the  corns  are  oa 
the  ground. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor.'-^The  value  of  the  living,  iac]i>- 
ding  2  glebes,  is  L.  67.  The  church  was  built  in  140O9 
repaired  in  1770.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1704,  rebuilt 
in  1763.  Sir  James  Grant  is  patron,  and  the  only  heri- 
tord— *Tbere  are  2  fchook,  a  parochial  one,  and  the  other 
eflablifhed  by  the  Society  for  propogating  Chriftiaa 
Knowledge.  The  falary  of  the  parochial  fchool  is  loo 
merks.  The  falary  and  perquiiites  will  amount  to  about 
L.  12  Sterling,  llie  number  of  fcholars  during  the  win- 
ter feafon  is  about  30.  In  former  years,  when  a  numbet 
of  gentlemen's  families  refided,  there  were  ufually  about 
70  fcholars,  fome  of  whom  were  fent  ytarly  to  the  Uni- 
verfity.  But  the  falary  is  now  fo  inadequate  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  living,  that  no  proper  fchoolmaller  can  be  had  ; 
fo  that  the  gentlemen  are  obliged  to  fend  their  children, 
at  a  great  expence,  to  diftant  counties  to  fchool.  The 
(alary  of  the  Society  fchool  is  L.  9  Sterling,  with  fuitable 
conveniencies,  fumiihed  by  the  tenants,  in  whofe  diftrifk 
the  fchool  is  (lationed.  The  number  of  fcholars,  at  an  a- 
▼eragef  does  not  exceed  20^— The  number  of  poor  recei- 
ving 
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▼ing  ftlmi  is  i6.    The.  annaal  contritmtions  for  their  t%^ 
Kef  do  not  e&ceed  L.  j.    There  is  no  eftablifhed  fiind. 

Prices^  Wages^  &c.— 'Tlic  price  of  beef,  for  a  few  jeaiSy  hsU 
ftood  at  3^  d.  the  lb,  formerlj  at  x{  d. ;  mntton  now  at  3  d. 
former! J  1  d.  i  butter,  12  s.  fermertjr  5  8.  the  ftone ;  cheefe 
from  4  s.  to  6  s.  formerlj  1  s.  6  d.  Dajs  wages  of  labour- 
ers in  hufbandry,  and  common  labourers,  when  married^ 
z  8^  which  is  fufficient  to  maintain  a  famil j.  The  foe)  uM 
is  wood  and  peat,  and  is  the  mod  expenfive  fuel  ia  anj 
part  of  Scotland,  requiring  the  labour  of  the  whole  font* 
mer.  Thus  the  fanner  is  under  the  necefStj  of  negleA* 
ing  the  proper  bufinels  of  the  farm.  The  ufual  wages  of 
male  domeflic  fervants  are  L«  6  a-year ;  female  fetvants 
L-  3*  They  are  entitled  to  federal  articles  befides  wages^ 
And  engage  only  for  a  half-year^  which  is  very  diftreffiag  to 
the  fanner.  If  fome  mode  is  not  adopted  to  regulate  the  wtt- 
ges  of  fervants,  fuch  as  reftri£ting  their  wages  to  a  reafofi* 
able  fum,  by  the  univerfal  confent  of  counties,  the  fitfmer 
Ikraft  unavoidably  fail.  Servants  during  the  fomiier,  ftreD 
about  idly,  and  live  upon  their  fonner  half-year's  wages, 
knowing  that  the  farmer  muft  yield  to  the  hxgheft  terais 
when  the  harved  approaches.  The  idea  of  preventing,  or 
^ven  difcouraging  fervants  from  going  to  the  foutfi  coun- 
try, fo  univerfally  fuggeiled,  approaches  too  near  to  op- 
preilion.  Servants  confels  that  their  wages  are  beyond 
the  profits  of  their  labour,  but  when  x  or  2  farmers  are 
necei&tated  for  labourers,  they  are  obliged  to  give  high 
fees,  and  from  this  view  numbers  of  fervants  lie  in  waiting. 
The  increafe  in  value  of  ialeable  articles  might  feemingly 
admit  of  an  augmentation  of  rent.  But  letting  the  HiB^ 
improvements  to  feparate  polTeflbrs,  having  diminiifaed 
thefe  articles,  by  reducing  the  number  of  cattle,  and  thefe 
too  pinched  in  their  pafture,  ftill  the  fiune  number  of  fer- 
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•f  ante  is  hecdTarj*    It  would  therefore  be  of  infinite  ad« 

Tantage  to  the  poiTefTors  of  low  farms  to  have  the  Hill-im- 
provements alfo  in  their  poiTeflion,  or  portioned  out  upoa 
the  common  pafture,  though  thej  ihotdd  paj  the  addition 
of  rent.     This  obfervation,  if  applicable  onlj  to  a  parti- 
cular diftrid,  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpofe  ;'  but  itez*^ 
tends  to  a  vaft  track  of  country ;  to  the  weftem  diftrids  of 
Aberdeen,  Banff  and  Murray  ihires ;  and  a  great  part  of 
invemefs  and  Perth   fliires,'  which  properly  comprehend 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.     Servants  wage^  having  in- 
ereafed  fo  prodigioufly,  it  is  more  advantageous  to  the  br- 
mer  to  employ  cottagers  or  day  labourers,  for  the  purpofes 
^f  huib'andry,  where  fuel  and  other  neceflaries  can  be  con- 
veniently had ;  but  where  it  is  otherwife,  die  difficulty 
of  cpUe£Hng  fuel  for  the  tenant's  own  ufe,  and  alfo  for  the 
Cottagers;  which  would  be  neceflary,  if  employed  in  his 
fervice,  would  be  unfurmountable.     Employing  cottagers 
or  day  labourers  univerfally  in  thb  way,  being  generally 
tnarriedy  would  have  the  good  effeS  of  increafing  popula- 
tion, as  well  as  fubje£Ung  fervants  to  more  tolerable  be- 
haviour, where  they  mud  neceflarily  be  had.     Still  there 
is  one  particular  abfolutely  necefiary  to    be    obferved, 
which,  if  not  attended  to,  will  be  an  unfurmomi table  bar 
to  the  farmer's  induflfy.     It  is  the  proper  regulation  of 
the  price  of  com  and  meal ;  when  meal  can  be  had  under 
i6  s.  a  boD,  (144  lb.  Averdupois,^  the  different  claffes  of 
labourers  become  idly  difpofed.    The  wages  of  i  half-year 
will  maintain  them  idle  a  great  part  of  the  year. 

Roads  and  Bridges^ — The  roads  %n6.  bridged  have  for 
fome  years  been  kept  in  repair,  by  flatute  labour  exaded 
in  kind.  The  road  from  Gran  town  to  Aviemore,  13 
miles  in  length,  was  repaired  in  1779  to  24  fcrt  in 
j[)readth,  being  formerly  la  feet,  by  the  country  people, 
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at  the  requeft  of  the  proprietor  Sir  James  Granti  wijthout 
afiediDg  the  ftatute  labour  of  the  year.  Of  which  road 
there  are  9  miles  extending  through  the  fouthem  limits  of 
the  parilh,  therefore,  of  no  material  advantage  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  chiefly  accommodating  the  public. 
The  bridges  were  'originally  built  at  the  ezpence  of  the 
proprietor,  one  of  which,  a  done  bridge  of  one  arch,  over 
the  water  of  Dulnan,  built  in  1700,  having  now  fallen  in- 
to difrepair,  is  completely  fupplied  by  a  bridge,  built  lad 
fummer,  1791,  clofe  by  it.  A  military  road  being  pro- 
jeAed  by  Duthil  to  Duileybridge,  than  which,  if  executed 
equal  to  what  of  it  is  finiihed,  no  road  can  be  more  com- 
plete. For  the  proper  line  of  this  road,  the  public  are 
much  indebted  to  the  affiduity  and  attention  of  Colonel 
Montgomery,  Infpedor  General  of  military  roads  \  ha- 
ving traverfed  on  foot  a  vafl  track  of  very  rugged  ground 
for  that  purpofe,  and  thereby  rendered  the  line  at  lead  4 
miles  ihorter  than  that  univerfally  adopted,  before  Colo- 
nel Montgomery  infpe&ed  it,  at  the  iame  time  avoiding 
the  expence  of  bridges,  and  the  inconveniency  of  riling 
ground.  The  objeftion  to  this  line,  which  appeared  to 
other  infpeAors,  arofe  from  mofles  of  immenfe  depth  in- 
tervening. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — The  general  fize  of  the 
people  is  5  feet  6.  The  greated  height  which  any  indivi- 
dual in  the  paridi  has  attained  to,  is  that  of  a  gentleman  a- 
live  at  prefent,  being  6  feet  7,  handfome  and  well  propor- 
tioned.—They  are  extremely  indudrious,  more  properly 
laborious,  in  the  cultivation  of  their  podefBons,  fuperdi- 
tioufly  treading  in  the  footdeps  of  their  ancedors,  diiregard- 
ing  every  new  mode  of  improvement,  in  which,  unfortu- 
nately, this  country  is  not  fingular.     To  emancipate  from 
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a  prejadice  fo  univerlal  and  dceplj  rooted,  will  require 
ftrong  and  uncommon  exertions.  The  efforts  of  a  native 
iiave  hitherto  had  fo  little  effedt,  that  thej  only  ferve  to 
verifjy  '  That  a  prophet  has  no  honour  in  his  own  coun- 
*  try.'  The  only  effedual  mode  would  be,  by  one  or  more 
ftrangers  of  experience  fettling  in  fuch  diflri£b,  as  a  neceili- 
ty  of  this  kind  requires.  Though  proprietors,  for  a  num- 
ber  of  years,  fhould  give  the  higheli  encouragement,  the 
advantage  in  time  would  be  immenfe. — Until  of  late,  the 
people  were  very  fond  of  a  military  life  ;  but  the  wages  of 
fervants  increafing  fo  exceedingly,  that  fpirit  is  almofl  to- 
tally overcome.  Formerly  none  would  inlift  but  in  the 
Highland  corps.  Bounty-money  npw  determines  the 
choice.  The  people  are  fuiBciently  oeconomical,  yet  ex- 
tremely hofpitable  and  well  difpofed.  They  enjoy  the 
comforts  and  advantages  of  fociety,  as  much  as  an  inland 
country,  and  a  fevere  climate,  will  admit  of. — The  fitua« 
tlon  of  the  parifh  in  1782  and  1783  was  truly  diflreiSng. 

,  Had  it  not  been  for  Government  bounty,  and  Sir  James 
Grant's  large  fupplies  from  difiant  countries,  the  poorer 
jclafs  of  people  would  have  periflied.  So  great  was  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  crop  in  1782,  by  the  froft  fetting  in  fo  ear- 
ly as  the  month  of  Aiiguft,  that  the  mofl  fubilantial  com 
which  was  fent  to  foro^  of  the  mills  in  this.pariQi,  was  a 
crop  of  wild  oats  from  a  piece  of  ground  which  had  been 
ploughed,  but  not  fown.     From  various  obfervations  made 

-  upon  this  kind  of  grain,  it  appears  to  be  a  fpontaneous  pro- 
du£tion ;  fo  that  fhould  oats,  by  fome  calamity,  Ce  fweeped 
off  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  might  be  regained  by  a 
proper  cultivation  of  this  fpecies  of  grain,  offenfive  as  it  is. 
It  will  naturally  occur  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  a  fevere 
xlimate,  that  early  fowing  would,  in  fome  degree,  prevent 
tjbe  fataj  effefts  of  froft*     This  may  anfwer  in  a  favourable 

climate, 
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climate^  but  impraaicabic,  where   for  moft  feafoas  th^ 
ground  is  bomb  proof  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  mere 
puddle  for  forae  time  thereafter.    In  1680,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  recolicfted,  there  was  a  famine  in  ^his  and  the  neigh- 
bouring counties,  of  the  moft  fatal  confequence.       The 
poorer  fort  of  people  frequented  the  church-yard,  to  pull  a 
mefe  of  nettles,  and  frequently  ftruggled  about  the  prey, 
being  the  earlieft  fpring  greens,  which  they  greedily  fed 
upon,  boiled  v/ithout  meal  or  fait.      So  many  families 
perilhed  from  want,  that,   for   6   miles  in  a  well  inhabi- 
ted extent,  within  the  year  there  was  not  zfmoke  remaijixng^ 
Nurfing  women  were  found  dead  upon  the  public  roads,  and 
babes  in  the  agonies  of  death  fucking  at  their  mother's 
breafts.     Numbers,  to  avoid  the  horror  of  their  bodies  be- 
ing expofcd,  finding  the  near  approaches  of  unavoidable 
death,  crawled  to  the  church-yard,  for  the  purpofe  of  more 
immediate  interment,  that  the  earth,  which  denied  them 
fubfiftence,  might  pioufly  re<;eive  their  remains  into  its  bo- 
fom. — An  augmentation  of  rent,  the  prodigious  increafe  of 
fervants  wages,  and  letting  fmall  improvements  towards 
the  ikirts  of  the  hills,  called  Hill-improvements,  all  concur 
as  cau/es  of  great  alteration  in  the  cufloms  and  ftyle  of  li- 
ving of  the  inhabitants,  within  thefe  20  years.     That  emi- 
grations, to  an  exteniive  degree,  have  happened  from  a 
country  where  fuch  oppreflion  prevails,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at.     Still  emigration  is  no  criterion  to  judge  by,  of 
the  fituaticjn  of  a  people.     Whole  tribes,  who  enjoyed  the 
comforts  of  life  in  a  reafonable  degree,  have  of  late  years 
emigrated  from  different  parts  of  Scotland,  from  mere  hu- 
mour, and  a  fantaftical  idea  of  becoming  iheir  own  maflers 
and  freeholders. — The  language  principally  fpoken  is  the 
Gaelic,  and  the  names  of  places  are  derived  from  that  lan- 
guage 5  as  Craig'Elatbie^  *  Rock  of  Alarm.'    There  are  % 
^  '  focl4 
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fQck9  of  the  feme  namei  one  at  each  extremity  of  the 
country  called  Strathfpey-y  about  30  miles  diflant.  Upon  the 
approach  of  an  enemj,  the  fignal  was  fent  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  for  all  fit  to  bear  arms  to  appear  at  an  appoint- 
ed place*  Hence  the  Grants  motto,  *  Stand  faft  Craig- 
*  Elachie.' — The  onlj  principal  inn  in  the  pariih  is  at  Ar 
viemore.  There  are  no  ale-hoofes.  The  number  of  houfes 
in  which  whjikj  (a  beverage  which  feems  fit  only  for  dae* 
pions)  is  fold,  is  10.  There  were  many  more,  until  of  late, 
when  they  were  fupprefled  by  the  proprietor,  upon  find- 
tag  the  yery  bad  eSe&s  on  the  morals  of  the  people. 


R  O  T  H  I  E- 
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ROTHIEMURCHUS. 


Namip  Situation,  Soi/,  ISc. 

THE  parifh  of  Rothiemurchus  was  united  to  Duthil  in 
1625.  Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant  is  patron.  The 
name  in  Gaelic  is  Raat-mber'ghiuijb^  '  great  plain  of  fir.* 
It  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Invernefsy  Sjnod  of  Moray, 
and  prelbjterj  of  Abemethj  ;  extends  7  miles  from  £.  t» 
W.  upon  the  fouth  banks  of  Spej ;  4  miles  in  breadth. 
Bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Duthil  on  the  N.  from  which  it 
is  feparated  by  the  river  Spey ;  <wi  the  W.  by  Kinguifich ; 
on  the  S.  by  Athol  and  Braemar ;  on  the  £.  by  Abeme- 
thy.  The  nature  of  the  foil  near  the  banks  of  Spey  is 
deep  and  fertile  \  but,  in  general,  is  (hallow.  There  is  an 
inexhauftible  quarry,  more  properly  a  mountain,  of  lime- 
ftonll  in  the  centre,  with  abundance  of  fuel.  There  are 
2  fmall  lakes,  abounding  with  char.  Lochnellan,  one  of 
them,  exhibits  a  fcene  mod  piflurefque  and  romantic,  and 
by  the  iituation  of  the  furrounding  hills  are  formed  5  very 
remarkable  echoes.  Upon  a  fmall  iQand  in  Lochnellan,  is 
a  caftle,  built  time  immemorial ;  the  walls  of  which  are 
ftill  entire— To  the  birds  common  in  this  country  may 
be  added,  in  the  pariih  of  Rothiemurchus,  tarmagans,  the 
only  inhabitants,  through  all  feafons,  of  the  tops  of  the 
bigheit  mountains. 

Popu/ation.^^The  amount  of  the  numbers  at  prefent  is 
280,  all  of  the  eftabliflied  church.  Males,  1301;  Females, 
150.     Annual  average  of  births,  30  -,    of  marriages,  5  ; 

deathsi 
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deaths,  1%.  Of  fouls  under  xo,  48;  from  10  to  20,  63  ; 
from  20  to  50y  92 ;  from  50  to  70,  46;  from  70  to  100, 
31 ;  farmers  and  families^  9 ;  houfehold  fiervants,  3 ;  la- 
bouring fervantSy  46 ;  gentry,  5.  Eacli  marriage,  at  an 
average,  produces  5  children. 

jigriailturif  ^^.— Number  of  cattle,  x8o ;  fheep,  2300 ; 
hojrfes,  95.  There  being  a  number  of  wood  manufaftu- 
rers,  the  parifh  does  not  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions.  The 
land-rent  is  L.  300  \  wood,  at  an  average,  L.  300. 

School^  PooTf  (/r.F— 'The  only  fchool  is  that  eftabliihed 
by  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  The 
falary  is  L.  10  Sterling.  That,  and  the  perquifites,  amount 
to  about  L.  15.  The  number  of  fcholars  feldom  exceeds 
30.— -The  number  of  poor  is  7.  The  annual  contributions 
for  their  relief  do  not  exceed  L.  3  ;  and  there  is  no  other 
fund. 


NUM- 
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PARISH    OF    METHLICK, 

(county    or    ABERDEEN.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  ALEXANDER  Knolls. 


Situaiion^  Surface^  Sotly  River^  Ifc. 

MEthliok  is  In  the  prelbjterj  of  Ellon,  and  Synod 
^  of  Aberdeen.     The  extent  of  the  parifli  from  S.  to' 

N.  is  5  miles,  from  £.  to  W.  6.  It  is  bounded  bj  the  pa- 
rilhes  of  Ellon,  Tarves,  Fyvie,  Monwhitter,  and  New 
Deer.  The  appearance  of  the  country  is  rather  hilly  thanf 
flat.  The  hills  are  covered  with  heath,  rerdure,  and  crops' 
of  oats.  The  nature  of  the  foil  is  neither  very  fertile  nor 
very  barren.— ^The  fmall  river  I  than  is  the  only  one  in  the 
pariih,  and  which  falb  into  the  fea  about  lo  computed 
miles  below,  to  the  E.  It  produces  excellent  trout  in 
great  abundance,  and  now  and  then  falmon  are  caught  as 
far  up  as  this,  and  would  be  often  found  here,  were  it 
not  that  there  are  cruives  about  6  miles  below.  In  the  au- 
tumn, falmon  come  up  this  length  to  fpawn,  and  abun- 
dance of  pearl  has  been  found  in  the  river  here.  Ithap  is' 
a  flow  running  flream ;  there  are  few  fords  in  it  below  this,* 
and  it  nfiight  be  rendered  navigable,  at  no  great  expence, 
£or  large  boats. 

Pofulafion.' 


Popuhtion^-^The  amQUPt  of  the  population  is  about  1035. 
J)r  Webfter'8  fiate  is  1385.     The  males  are  483,  femades 

553-  . 

Tbe  annual  average  of  births  b    20 

deaths,       17 
I  marriages,  1 0 


Weavers, 

5 

Shoemakers, 

7 

Smiths, 

4 

Tailors, 

6 

Houfes, 

ao9 

Heritors,  -  x 

Farmers,  -  -  50 

Wrightt,  -  .  5 

The  caufes  of  depopulation  may  be,  zft,  The  rents  are 
much  raifed  upon  the  farmers,  who  do  all  they  can  to  make 
Jtheir  fubtenants  pay  the  additional  rent.  2dly,  Servants 
wages  are  fo  high,  that  people  who  need  them  muft  put  up 
svith  fiewer  than  ft^rmerly.  3dly,  The  nuo^ber  of  mann- 
frAures  and  manufadurers  is  fo  much  increafed,  as  to  draw^ 
n  great  many  hands  from  the  country  into  towns,  fo  that 
iervants  for  agriculture  are  fcarce. 

Biipendt  School,  Poor^  ^r.-*-Tfae  church  was  built  in  z  780, 
and  the  manle  in  1734.  The  ftipend  irXi.  27  :  14  :  a  Ster^ 
ling,  3  chaiders  of  meal,  j  bolls  and  5  pecks  of  bear.!^v> 
Tbere  is  only  x  fchool,  and  the  fchoolmafier's  emolumenti 
are  verj  fmall*—- The  number  of  the  poor  b  40.  The  an- 
nual amount  of  the  contributions  is  L.  20 ;  this  includes  pt-> 
nalties  paid  by  delinquents  \  and  there  is  a  mortificatioa 
for  behoof  of  the  poor  of  L.  333  : 6  :  8,  bequeathed  by  Dr 
Qiarles  Maitland.  There  is  befides  L.  35  belonging  to  dw 
iei&on,  for  behoof  of  the  p«or.  A  legacy  of  L.  20  was  left 
lately. 

MifcellanfOMS  Obfervaiions.^^Tht  price  of  every  article  of 
yrovifions  is  doubled  within  40  years  pAft.*-«»Tbe  wages  of 
day-labourers  are  alfo  doubled  within  the  above  time,  and 
are  at  pre£ent  fxQm  8  d.  to  z  s.  with  tbear  vidaab.    Tint 
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iifnal  wages-  for  male  fervants  are  from  L.  2  to  L.  3  Ster- 
ling each  half  year,  and  for  female  fervants  L.  x  a-year. 
Within  thefe  40  years  they  are  doubled. — The  people  aie 
of  the  middle  iize.    They  are  very  diligent  and  induftrious* 
—The  maniifadure  carried  on  here  is  that  of  knitting  fiock* 
ingSy  in  which  perfons  of  every  age  and  fez  are  employed^ 
when  other  work  does  not  interfere ;  this  enables  them  to  live 
tolerably  well,  and  to  pay  their  rents.     They  are  general* 
ly  frugal,  more  expenfive  in  drefs  than  in  diet.     They  are 
alfo  a  focial  people ;  as  one  evidence  of  their  being  fo,  there 
may  be  fometimes  60,  7O9  and  fometimes  100  at  a  weddings 
to  the  expence  of  which  the  guefis  contribute,  by  fending 
fome  milky  butter,  cheefe,  poultry,  &c.  and  fome  fend  ftone 
plates  and  ftone  jug8.<— The  air  is  rather  healthy  than  other- 
Svife.-^There  is  an  excellent  limeftone  quarry .^The  roads 
and  bridges  over  bums  are  pretty  tolerable,  and  are  made 
\j  ftatute-labour.-r-The  general  iize  of  the  farms  is  fmall ; 
the  highcft  rent  paid  in  the  parifh  is  L.  105,     The  valued 
rent  of  the  parifh  is  L.  2700  Scots.     There  is  very  little 
ground  in  the  pariifa  inclofed,  except  what  13  in  the  poflef- 
iion  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  .r— The  crop  in  this,  parifh  in 
1782  was  very  poor,  and  the  meal  it  produced  was  in  Very 
fmall  quantity,  and  exceedingly  bad ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  what  Qovernment  allowed  at  a  low  price,  part  in  meal, 
jiart  in  peas,  there  hadT)een  a  great  fcarcity ;  and  befides, 
.  it  was  happy  for  the  poor,  that  flour  that  year  was  cheap, 
for  the  poorer  fort  did  at  that  time  ufe  flour-bread,  other- 
^fe  they  would  have  been  in  danger  of  perifliing.     Since 
that  time,  more  potatoes  are  planted,  and  more  turnip 
fown,  than  formerly. — The  parifli,  in  general,  befides  fup- 
plying  itfelf,  fends  many  articles  of  provifion  to  Aberdeen. 
-—Seed-time  commonly  begins  with  March,   and  harveft 
commonly  ends  with  Oftobcr.     There   are  50  ploughs, 
dlrawn  by  oxen*    There  was  fcaicely  a  cart  40  yean 
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mgo ;  now  almoft  every  perfon  has  a  cart  who  can  afibrd  to 
keep  one.  There  are  6  mealpmills ;  there  are  %  feny« 
boats.  The  fiiel  is  peat  and  turf «— 'About  100  jears  ago, 
there  were  3  boys  in  the  fchool  of  Methlick  killed  by  thun- 
der ;  the  fbhooloiafter  was  much  hurt ;  and  the  minifter'a 
wife  then  here,  being  with  child  at  the  time,  was  fo  afifeft- 
ed  upon  hearing  of  this  eventi  that  the  child  ihe  brought 
forth  fome  time  after,  was  bom  paralytic^  and  continued  £b 
till  her  death.— There  are  only  2  ale-houfes.  From  the 
heavy  tax  on  malt,  there  is  great  danger  of  the  ale-houfes 
over  all  the  country  becoming  dram-houfes.  For  fome- 
time  paft,  the  cottagers  have  gone  to  towns,  having 
found  their  immediate  mafters  to  be  rather  too  hard  upon 
them* 

Dr  Greorge  Cheyne,  late  phyfician  at  Bath,  eminent  in 
his  profeffion,  and  alfo  as  an  author,  was  bom  in  this  pa« 
rifli.  Dr  Charles  Maitland  was  alfo  bom  and  buried  here. 
Be  was  the  firft  who  introduced  inoculation  into  Britain^ 
and  was  fent  to  Hanover  by  George  IL  to  inoculate  Fre- 
drick Prince  of  Wales. 
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NUMBER    XLIV. 


PARISH   ot  RILBUCHO, 

(county   of   PEEBLES.) 


Bjf  the  X#Vk  Mt  Wjluam  Porteqo«. 


Namef  Situationf  Soil,  lie. 

KIiMdtto  is  faid  to  be  d6riiP«t  frott  tb«  GwAiAf  ^4 1# 
fignify  the  Cell  of  Bucho^  but  ol  wbom  iioditng  k 
Imown.  Tbe  fiippoficioQ  of  Biieko^  h^g  a  eorruptioo  ^ 
Berfe,  woyM  corrafpond  wicb  a  vaiietjp  6f  tradkidnary  re- 
ports, concerning  that  faint ;  as  it  is  ftid  that  a  number  df 
monks,  of  his  order,  fettled  here,  and  gave  name  to  the 
church,  &c.  There  is  likewife  an^excellent  well  of  wa« 
ter,  called  St  Bede's.  There  are  fome  beautiful  banks 
(aid  to  have  been  raifed  by  the  monks.  The  parifli  is  a- 
bout  4t  miles  from  E.  to  W.  and  3  from  S.  to  N.  Al- 
though, on  the  weft,  it  is  fcarccly  more  than  i  mile  from 
Cljde,  and  about  thrice  that  diftance,  on  the  eaft,  fitnn 
Tweed,  jet  it  belongs  to  Tweeddale.  It  is  bounded  bj 
Culter  on  the  W.  \  bj  Biggar  and  Skirling,  on  the  N. ; 
Broughton,  on  the  £. ;  and  Glenholm,  on  the  S.  Kil- 
bucho  is  fomewhat  remarkable  for  a  parallel  ridges  of 
hills,  covered  with  heath  and  grafs,  ftretching  from  W. 
to  £• ;  and  for  2  vallies^  oa  the  N.  of  each  chain  of  hills. 

The. 
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Tli«  heftth  on  the  l^b  k  preferved  by  fttqaeiidy  tesiiifi^ 
it ;  a  tender  growth  fucceedsy  wlucfo  is  deMeiMS  aiid  excd* 
lent  pafture  for  (heep.  Garden,  part  of  which  is  in  the 
S.  W*  of  thii^  ptriik,  is*  about  ^400  htt  above  the  level  of 
the  Tweed.  The  paiiib  cohmmss  between  40<>o  and  5000 
acres.  The  land  is  partly  arable,  and  partly  pafture  ground. 
The  foil  is  neither  very  good  nor  bad.  There  are  19 
ploughs  of  land,  and  pafture  for  a  00  feore  df  ikee^.  The 
rental  is  little  above  L.  1000  Sterling  a-year. 

PtfuJMottf  ifc. — Aecofditig  fo  Dr  WebAer's  retitnis^ 
tbe  numbers  were  179.  At  prefent,  the  whole  amount  h 
36a.  Of  whom  1S7  are  make,  and  175  females.  There 
are  under  xo,  105 ;  from  10  to  20,  75  $  from  20  to  30* 
50 ;  fren  30  to  40,  4^  i  from  40  to  jo,  37 ;  from  jo  td 
60^  24 ;  from  60  to  70,  13  'f  {rom  f^  to  80,  6 ;  from  8tr 
to  901  4 ;  from  90  to  100,  z  vigorous  old  man.  For  1 
years  paft,  the  birdia  have  been  21,  and  the  burials  4.  At 
an  average,  there  are  62  hoafes,  and  5  perfens  to  a  famify. 
There  are  about  8  or  10  day-labourers.  The  tenants  ge- 
nerally prefer  fervants  hired  for  a  year  or  half  year.  Day* 
labourers  receive  about  8  d.  in  fummer  and  6  d.  in  winter. 
Men  fervants,  when  married,  get  about  L.  5  a-year,  with 
their  viffaials,  and  a  houfe ;  and  L.  6,  if  unmarried.  Thofe 
who  are  unmarried  are  ufually  preferred. 

Stipend^  School^  Ifc, — The  ftipend  is  L.  43  :  7  :  4,  and 
48  boUs  of  viftual,  2  parts  oat -meal,  and  i  part  bear,  with 
the  ufual  fervitude  of  mois,  &c.  Captain  William  Dick- 
fon  is  patron.  There  are  3  heritors. — The  fchoolmafter's 
lalary  is  L.  100  Scots,  including  the  intereft  of  fome  mor- 
tified money.  The  fees  for  teaching  Englifli  are  x  s.  the 
quarter ;  for  Englifli  and  writing,  i  s.  3  d. ;  and  for  arith- 
metic, 
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medc,  IS.  6d.    As  feffionK:krk,  he  gets  6s.;  and  x  s«  for 
every  prodanuitioD  of  banns. 

MifceOameous  Olferv(aums.^^-^T\m  difirifi  is  at  a  great  di- 
fiance  from  coal.  A  good  deal  of  peat  is  ufed  for  fuel.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  to  find  coal  in  the  parilh,  but  have 
not  as  yet  been  fuccefsfiil,  it  is  thought,  for  want  of  per- 
feverance.— -There  are  feveral  inclofiires,  and  lels  ground 
in  tillage  than  in  former  times.  The  farmers  rear  and  Cell 
a  confiderable  number  of  iheep.  A  confiderable  quantity 
of  potatoes  and  turnip  is  raifed  here.  Several  good  £um- 
houfes  have  been  lately  ereded.— There  is  a  tumulus  in  the 
N.  £.  fide  of  the  pariflx,  another  in  the  parifli  of  Coulter^ 
and  a  third  in  the  pariih  of  Lamington,  all  in  a  line  weft- 
ward,  and  about  the  diftance  of  3  miles  from  one  another. 
They  might  ferve  as  fignab,  by  means  of  torches,  along  an 
extended  plain,  when  hoftilities  fubfifted  between  England 
and  Scotland.  The  Engliih  lay  encamped  on  the  hiU  of 
Corfbrine,  in  this  pariih^  before  the  battle  of  Biggar. 
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PARISH   or  ABEROOUIU 
(county  of  FIF£.) 


By  tht  Rev*  Mr  Robsrt  Listov. 


Namif  S^uaiion^  Extent,  Soil,  lie. 

ABerdous,  in  Gaelicy  fignifies  '  the  mouth  of  the  w»> 
ter/  The  name  is  taken  from  a  rivulet,  which  emp* 
ties  itfelf  into  the  Forthy  a  little  below  the  village.  The 
pariih  lies  in  the  Synod  of  Fife,  and  prefbjterj  of  Dun* 
fermline.  It  is  bounded  bj  the  pariih  of  Dalgety,  on  the 
W. ;  by  thofe  of  Beath  and  Auchtertoul,  on  the  N. ;  by 
Kinghom  and  Bumtifland,  on  the  £• ;  and  by  the  Forth, 
on  the  S. ;  being,  at  an  average,  about  3  miles  from  £.  to 
W.  and  as  much  from  N.  to  S.  A  fmall  part  of  the  p^* 
riih  is  detached  from  the  reft,  by  the  intervening  pariflies 
of  Burntifland  and  Kinghom,  and  lies  at  the  diftance  of  4 
or  5  miles.  The  number  of  acres  may  be  about  5000.  The 
pariih  is  divided  by  a  ridge  of  hiUs,  running  nearly  from 
£•  to  W.  The  north  part  is  a  cold  and  bleak  track,  being 
confiderably  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  excepting 
what  has  been  done  by  one  of  the  heritors  on  the  N.  W. 
pomer  of  the  pariih,  altogether  unlheltered,  either  by 
hedges  or  pbmutiim.    The  Ic»l  is  cold  and  four.    On  the 


fouth  of  this  ridge,  both  the  foil  and  the  climate  are  much 
more  kindlj.  The  cold  winds  in  Fifefbire  blow  from  the 
N.  and  the  £.  The  ColLdlo  IBUt,  which  form  the  above 
mentioned  ridge,  afford  (belter  on  the  N. ;  the  Gorry  Hills, 
and  a  tra^  of  high  eroi^ndi  on  the  £*  Tbeie  fall  graduallj 
towards  the  W.  running  out  into  different  branches,  with 
little  ftraths  between  (beiQ.  T^e  foi}  here  is  generally  a 
black  loam,  more  or  fels  mixed  with  fand.  The  air  b 
dry  and  healthy. 

Agriculture  and  Rent. — ^The  north  part  of  the  pariih  is 
but  poorly  cultivated.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
draining  or  inclofing  the  fields.  Where  farms  are  fmall  and 
leafes  (bort,  little  improvement  can  be  ezpeded  upon  poor 
lands.  The  Couth  part  i«  weU^^vated,  aod  generaUy  in- 
clofed.  The  real  rent  of  the  pariih  may  be  above  L.  a6oo 
S^rling:  Tbe  valued  rent  ifi  l<..  7QI  j,  los.  Seots.  The 
]K&  arable  grotmds  are  worth  ,40  s.  the  acre.  Soii^e  of  the 
liinds  aboi^t;  the  viUi^ge  bs^ve  Ve«n  r^peotly  let  at  jo«.  aii4 
\**  3i  5  ^'  '^be  farmers  are  33  in  number.  They  ipw  their 
wheax  in  the  months  ^f  Auguft,  Septfmber  a^d  O^ber; 
beans  and  oats  in  Marc^h ;  barley  in  the  end  of  April  and 
lieginniog  of  May.  Harveft  begins  ab^t  th^  end  of 
Auguft,  though  it  is  w^  general  till  abo^t  (he  middle  qi 
September^  and  the  crgp  is  coo^monly  got  in  by  the  end  of 
Odober.  The  north  part  of  (he  pariih  is  coafiderablj 
later.  The  old  Scots  plough  continues  to  be  uied.  Sfnalf^ 
plough  has  been  lately  introdu^d.  There  are  abopt  58 
ploughs  in  the  pariih  ;  x8  ^  which  are  Vpoo  the  village 
^res.  There  may  be  9^  many  cftrts  as  ploughs,  and  pet- 
baps  160  horfes,  and  about  139  fnilk-cowa,  Tbe  rotatioa 
of  crops  oblerved  by  the  fiirmei9  is  varioqe*  Soo^e  iow 
wheat,  beans,  barley  and  otts  in  fucpeflion,  after  fummer- 
6ttow ;  odiers  Jwfmg  ^ut  the  pats^  few  9f«fr'£pf<i9  with 
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the  tarley ;  fome  tike  wheat  after  drilled  beans  or  po- 
tatoes, and  then  barley  and  oats  j  after  turnips  they  fow 
barley,  and  then  oats  with  grafs-feeds.  The  parifli  in  gfe« 
neral  exports  wheat  and  barley,  apd  imports  oats  and  meal. 
The  prices  are  much  the  fame  as  in  Mid  Lothian,  or  fome- 
thing  lower.  Farms  are  from  50  to  150  acres.  There 
are  about  20c  acres  planted  in  the  parifh.  The  trees 
thrive  well,  and  much  more  may  be  done  this  way.  The 
rugged  fpots,  which  are  frequent,  and  generally  covered 
with  furze,  if  they  were  planted,  would  beautify  the  face 
of  the  country  which  they  now  deform. 

Roads  and  Minerals, •^■-'Tht  roads  in  this  pariih  are-  genes 
rally  bad,  as  in  other  parts  of  Fife.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  county  are  now  paying  attention  to  the  direction  and 
the  formation  of  the  roads.  Toll-bars  are  ereding,  and  a 
great  change  for  the  better  mud  foon  take  place.  The 
%'illage  of  Aberdour,  like  many  others,  has  fuffered  by  its 
caufeway  being  changed  mto  a  common  road.  Such  ^ 
road  in  a  narrow  village  continues  long  moift,  and  is  hurl* 
ful  to  'the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  They  fuffer  great  xi^ 
conveniencies  too,  in  winter,  from  the  depth  of  the  road, 
and  in  fummer,  from  tlie  duil.  Neither  does  a  common 
road  lafl  in  a  village,  being  exhauAed  by  the  atteM|ts  which 
are  made  to  keep  it  clean.  A  paved  caufeway  endtiresi 
and  no  inconvenience  which  the  travellers  can  find  from 
it,  can  balance  the  daily  inconveniencies  to  \Vhich  the  refi- 
denters  are  fubjefted  by  the  other.  The  parifli  abounds  with' 
corJ,  lime  and  free  ftone,  and  fome  iroii  (lone*  The  coal 
is  not  wrought  at  prefent.  The  inhabitants  are  fupplied 
with  this  neceflary  article  from  collieries  in  the  neighbour* 
ing  parifhes.  The  price  paid  on  the  hills  is  6  d.  the  load, 
of  x8  {lone,  of  chews  or  fmall  coal ;  the  great  coal  is  refer- 
red at  pre&nt  for  the  feafale.     Tne  limcllone  on  the  c(>ail 
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is  fliipped  at  a  commodious  harbowi  which  the  Earl  of 
Morton  has  lately  built  for  the  purpofe.  It  is  a  (lone  of 
a  ilrong  and  fuperior  quality.  It  is  ufed  at  Carron  for 
fmelting.  It  is  alfo  difpofed  of  in  ihellsi  or  flacked.  The 
flielk  are  put  on  board  at  i  s.  oi  d.  the  boll,  and  the  (tones 
at  2  s»  8  d.  the  ton. 

Cotf^.— The  parifh  (Iretches  along  the  (bore  above  two 
miles.    From  the  eaft  boundary  the  coaft  is  rugged  and 
(teep,  and  generally  covered  with  wood  to  the  water's  edge. 
The  trees  have  been  planted  with  a  proper  regard  to  the 
variety  of  (hade,  and  the  jutting  rocks  which  appear  in 
different  places,  render  the  whole  extremely  pifturefque  and 
beautiful.     This  wood  is  interfeded  with  walks  cut  out  on 
the  face  of  the  hill,  from  which  the  profpeds  are  rich  and 
varied.     On  the  weft,  there  is  a  beautiful  white  fandy  bay, 
furrounded  with  trees.     Here  the  grounds  rife  gently  to 
the  weft,  bordered  by  thriving  plantations ;  and  firetching 
fouthward,  they  terminate  in  a  perpendicular  rock  waihed 
by  the  fea. — By  this  rock  on  the  £.  and  by  headlands  on 
the  S.  W.  the  fmall  harbour  of  Aberdour  is  well  (helter- 
ed  from  all  winds.     The  (hipping  at  prefent  confifb  of  a 
few  fmall  ve(rels.     There  is  one  ferry-boat  to  Leith,  which 
IS  principtfy  employed  in  carrying  grain.     The  (hipping 
here^  as  flKnoft  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Fife,  was  formerly 
much  more  confiderable  than  at  prefent.     To  the  N.  W. 
of  this  harbour,  the  ground  again  rifes  into  a  little  hill,  co« 
vered  with  trees,  above  whofe  tops  an  obeli(k  yet  appears  ; 
beyond  this,  fome  corn-fields  ftretch  to  the  weftem  boun- 
dary  of  the  pari(h  on  the  coaft.     The  profpeds  to  the  fouth 
are  beautiful.     On  the  right  hand  lies  the  ifland  of  Inch* 
colm,  with  the  ruins  of  its  monaftery.     On  the   left  ap- 
pears the  town  of  Burntifland,  which  here  feems  to  be 
feated  on  the  fea.    The  iflands  of  Inchkeitb^  Cramond, 
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Mickry  and  Garcarj,  varj  the  appearance  of  the  frith. 
The  coafi  of  Lothian  is  juft  diflant  enough  to  be  feen  with 
advantage.  The  citj  of  Edinburgh  and  its  environs  rife 
in  view,  and  the  diflant  Pentland  Hills  terminate  th6 
proipeA* 

Village  and  Manufa&ures.'-^The  village  of   Aberdour 
lies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea.     It  is  quite 
furrounded  by  rifing  grounds,  except  towards  the  fouth. 
Between  the  village  and  the  fea  are  rich  com-fields,  and 
the  iharpneis  of  the  fea-air  is  kept  off  by  a  great  number 
of  fine  old  fpreading  trees.     The  venerable  old  caflle  of 
Aberdour,  rifing  amidfl  trees,  ftands  on  the  eaflem  bank 
of  the  rivulet,  which,  taking  a  winding  courfe  below  it, 
falls  into  the  frith  in  front.    The  fituation  is  beautiful,  and 
the  profpe6b  from  it  magnificent.     To  the  north  *  of  this 
ruin  ftands  the  houfe   of  Hillfide,  commanding  different 
views  of  the  Forth,  and  exhibiting  the  richeft  and  moft 
diverfified  fcenes.     Between  this  and  the  village,  the  ri- 
vulet runs  in  the  bottom  of  a  little  rich  ftrath,  and  its  bor* 
dets  in  fummer  are  covered  with  cloth  and  yam,  which 
gives  a  pleafing  idea  of  the  induftry  of  the  people.     There 
are  36  weavers  in  the  village,  who  are  employed  principally 
in  making  coarfe  cloths  and  tickings.     The  only  manu- 
fafture  for  export  is  the  coarfe  tickings,  of  which  there  are 
made  about  520  webs  annually,  of  70  or  80  yards  each. 
There  is  a  fmall  manufacture  of  fpades,  (hovels,  &c.  lately 
erefted  in  the  pariih.     The  great  hammer   is  driven  by 
water.     There  are  about  15  tons  of  kelp  made  annually 
fupon  the  coaft  and  the  iflaivd  of  Inchcolm. 

Population* 
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Population* — ^Accordlpg  to  Pr  Webiter,  t}ie  pppulatioii 
isras  -  -  -  -  119S. 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  -  -  1280 

Males  in  the  village,  -  -  368 

Jn  the  country  part,  -  -  ^        7,i\ 

Females  in  the  village,  -  -  472 

In  the  counl3-y  part,  -  ^  -  -         a  19 

Total  males,  ...  ^89 

Total  females,  -  -  *•  69  ^ 

Aged  under  xo,  -  -  -  320 

bet^veen  10  and  20,  -  "^  240 

bptween  20  and  50,  •  -  482 

between  jo  and  70,  -  -  *  190: 

between  70  and  100,  -  -  47 

They  are  all  of  the  Eflablifhed  Chivch,  except  263  Spee- 
ders. The  average  of  bjiptifms  is  32  j  of  marriages  9 ;  of 
deaths  23. 

Inchcolm. — The  parifli  of  Aberdour  belonged  to  the  mo- 
naflery  of  Inchcolm.  This  mQnafiery  was  founded  abouj: 
the  beginning  of  the  12th  century,  by  Alexander  I.  in 
confequence  of  a  vow.  Sibbald  fays,  that  the  wefler  part 
of  Aberdour  was  given  by  one  of  the  Mortimers  to  ^his 
monaftery,  for  the  privil<^ge  of  burying  in  the  church. 
There  is  a  tradition,  that  the  corpfe  of  one  of  the  family 
was  thrown  overbgard  in  a  ilorra,  which  ^ives  name  of 
Mortimer's  Deep  to  the  (channel  between  the  ifland  and  th^ 
ihore,  according  to  the  account  which  1  have  from  a  gentle- 
man connefted  with  this  parifh.  This  wefter  pact  of  Aber- 
dour, together  with  the  Unds  and  barony  of  Beath,  are  faid 
to  have  been  acquired  from  an  Abbot  of  Inchcolm,  by 
James,  afterwards  Sir  James  Stuart,  fecond  fon  of  Andrew 
Lord  Evandale,  grandfather  by  his  daughter  to  the  admirable 
f  richton,  and  by  his  fecond  fon.  Lord  Doune,  to  Sir  James 

Stuart, 


Stuart,  wfap  married  the  daughter  of  the  Regent  Muiray. 
liord  Douoe  was  Commendator  of  the  monaflerj  of  Iqch- 
colm  at  the  Reformation.  The  whole  of  the  above  men- 
tion^d  property,  together  with  the  ifland  itielf,  is  fiill  in  the 
familj  of  Mozaj,  with  the  title  of  St  Colme.  The  prefeat 
JBarl  of  Moray  attempted  to  cover  the  ifland  with  trees* 
,which  would,  have  increafed  its  pi£hiref<iue  appearance, 
but  the  attempt  did  not  fucceed. 

« 

Stipendt  School^  Poor,  Wc— The  Earl  of  Morton  is  pa- 
tron of  the  parifli.  The  prefect  Earl  is  a  grandfon  of 
James  Earl  of  Morton,  who  was  Prefident  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. He  was  a  Nobleman  of  diflinguiflied  literature  and 
abilities. — ^The  ilipend  coniiAs  of  63  bolls  3  firlots  of  meal, 
50  boUs  I  firlot  of  barley,  15  bolls  of  oats,  L.  200  Scots  of 
money,  and  L.  5  for  elements,  with  manfe  and  glebe.-— 
The  fchoolmailer's  falary  is  L.  lop  Scots.  The  fchool-fees 
are  from  i  s.  3  d.  to  2  s.  6  d.  for  Englilh,  writing,  arithme- 
tic and  Latin.  The  ordinary  number  of  fcholars  is  from 
60  to  90,  or  upwards.  As  feilion-clerk,  he  has  the  perqui- 
fites  of  2  8.  6  d.  for  proclamation  and  regiAration  of  mar- 
riages, and  10  d.  for  regifbration  of  baptifms. — The  funds 
for  the  poor  are  from  L.  25  to  L.  27  a-year.  During  the 
general  fcarcity  iathe  years  1782,  1783,  the  people  were 
enabled  to  live  by  the  gcnerofity  of  the  heritors,  who 
brought  meal  into  the  pariQi,  and  fold  it  confiderably  lower 
than  the  market-price.  To  the  poor  it  was  diftributed 
gratis. — There  is  an  hpfpital  in  the  village  for  4  widows. 
It  was  founded  by  Anne  Cpuntefs  of  Moray.  The  Earl 
of  Momy  and  the  Clerks  to  the  Signet  prefent  the  widows. 
The  Earl^  of  Moray  prefents  3  of  them,  and  the  Clerks  to 
(he  Signet  tlie  4th. 
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Antiquities. — ^Not  far  from  the  village  of  Aberdour,  oa 
a  flat  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  there  is  one  of  thofe  cairns  or 
tumuli  fo  frequently  met  with  in  Scotland.  The  farmer 
on  whofe  fiirm  it  is  iituated,  when  carrying  away  the  ftones 
fome  years  ago,  difcovered  a  ftone  coffin,  in  which  were 
found  the  Ikeleton  of  a  man,  the  head  of  a  fpear  made  of 
copper,  with  die  copper  nails  by  which  it  had  been  fixed 
to  the  ihaft,  and  a  piece  of  clear  fubilance»  like  amber, 
fuppofed  to  Jiave  been  an  amulet.  The  coffin,  with  a  great 
part  of  the  cairn  ftill  remain.  The  tumulus  has  been  coni- 
cal, the  coffin  being  exadly  in  the  centre  of  the  bale,  from 
which,  to  the  circumference,  it  meafures  20  paces.  The 
height  cannot  now  be  afcertained.  '  There  have  been  found 
in  the  fame  cairn  feveral  earthen  vefTels,  containing  hu- 
man bones.  The  veHels  were  flat,  narrower  at  the  bottom 
than  top,  and  without  any  covering.  The  farmer  digging 
in  the  iame  field,  in  another  place,  found  fuch  a  quantity  of 
Jiumap  bones,  that  h^  was  obliged  to  de^ft. 

Mifceilaneous  Obferucaions.'^t'Ss  faid  that  there  were  only 
three  parfonages  in  Fife,  Aberdour,  Dyfart,  and  Balin- 
gry ;  and  that  there  were  only  two  nunneries'  in  Scotland 
of  the  order  of  St  Franqis,  the  one  at  Dundee,  the  other 
at  Aberdour  ;  the  field  contiguous  to  the  minifier's  garden 
bears  the  name  of  the  Sifterlands  to  this  day. — ^The  people 
of  Aberdour  are  fober  and  induilrious,  are  contented  with 
their  fituation,  enjoy  in  a  confiderable  degree  the  advan- 
tages of  fociety,  and  while  in  health,  they  ar^  able  to 
maintain  their  families.  In  ficknels  and  in  old  age,  many 
need  relief. — ^Labourers  receive  from  8  d.  to  i  s.  2  d.  ac- 
cording to  their  ability  \  carpenters  and  mafons^  i  s.  6  d, 
tailors,  6  d.  and  their  viduals ;  the  wages  of  men  fervants 
employed  in  hiifliandry,  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  8  a-year,  with 
vifhialsi  of  women  fervants  from  L.  2  to  L.  3,  with  vic- 
tuals. 
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tnals.  A  good  fpinner  on  the  two-handed  wheel,  may 
cam  from  6  d.  to  8  d,  the  day.-— The  food  of  the  common 
people  confifts  principally  of  oat-meal|  potatoes,  garden- 
roots,  and  a  little  butcher  meat.  There  are  5  alehoufes  in 
the  village.  The  people  are  fond  of  a  feafaring  life,  and 
enter  willingly  into  the  navy.  There  are  about  60  failors 
in  the  village.  The  common  people  here,  and  generally 
through  Fife,  are  not  fond  of  the  army.— 'The  village  is  in 
general  healthy.  A  very  epidemical  fever  appeared  here 
June  1790,  and  continued  till  January  I79i«  It  was 
not  materially  different  from  the  fevers  that  are  common 
in  this  country,  except  in  the  prevalency  of  ic.  It  was 
more  general  than  in  any  former  period  in  the  memory 
of  man.  Nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  parifli  was  infeded 
during  thefe  7  months.  The  frequency  of  this  fever  was 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  two  circumfiances,  very  favourable 
to  contagion  :  Its  commel&cing  in  the  hotted  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  among  the  children  at  fchool,  who  were  crowded 
in  a  low  damp  room. — The  croup  fometimes  appears  among 
the  children,  as  it  generally  does  in  places  near  the  fea. 
It  often  proves  fatal,  unleis  affiftance  is  immediately  pro- 
cured.-—Inoculation  is  frequent,  and  fucceisful  among  the 
better  fort  of  people  ;  yet  the  common  people  are  fiill  a- 
verfe  to  it.  This  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  their  prejudices, 
as  to  their  poverty  A  workman,  with  a  fmaU  family, 
hath  very  little  co  fpare  to  the  furgeon.— It  is  aiked,  what 
can  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people  ?  One 
anfwer  to  this  may  apply  to  a  great  part  of  Scotland.  There 
i^o  doubt  but  it  would  much  improve  the  ilate,  both  of 
the  people  and  of  the  country,  if  the  proprietors  of  land, 
where  they  have  it  in  their  power,  were  to  give  long  and 
encouraging  leafes  to  their  tenants.  This  ufeful  body  of 
men,  who,  by  toil  and  espence,  improve  the  fields,  fhould 
be  enabled  to  live  comfortably,  and,  by  the  ioduflry  of 

their 
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their  youth,  to  laj  up  a  provifioa  for  the  feafon  of  old  age. 
To  improve  the  conditioa  of  the  people^  care  ibould  be 
taken  to  improve  their  morals ;  and  particularly  to  efta* 
bliih  their  virtue  upon  religion,  the  only  flable  foundatioa 
of  good  morals.  The  higher  ranks  of  life  might  do  much 
good  in  this  rcfpeft.  They  who,  by  their  pra&ice,  weaken 
the  influence  of  religion  among  the  people,  do  much  hurt  in 
fociety ;  but  they  who  give  their  countenance  to  religion^ 
are  public  bleflings,  and  do  honour,  both  to  the  foundneik 
of  their  own  heads,  and  the  goodnefs  of  their  own  hearts. 
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PARISH   mt   KILMADAN, 


(county  of  ARGY|.I«) 


I^  the,  Rm^.  Mr  |o»  M4Ma9rM». 


THE  moft  MKdent  ntme  of  this  poriih  is  find  to  hx^ 
been  Gkmduiflt^  fignifyiag  the  «  Glen  of  the  Black* 
*  water/  Afterwards  a  battle  was  fought  between  Meckao, 
ffUk  of  Magnus,  King  of  Norway,  and  the  Albuns  or  Galbt 
where  it  is  faid  the  Norwe^ans  were  flaughtered  on  each 
^e  of  a  river  called  Ruail,  w^cfa  mns  through  the  middle 
pf  the  glen ;  and  their  bodies  being  thrown  into  die  xirer, 
g^ve  the  colour  kX  blood  to  it.  Haqee  the  parifli  got  the 
name  of  dendemvell^  and  the  river  the  name  of  Rtunff 
which  fignifies  the  *  Glen  of  Red  Blood/  Though  die 
epithet  rfd  is  unneceflar j  to  be  added  to  blood,  jet  it  is 
very  ^en  done  in  Gaelic.  After  the  introdufiion  of 
Chriftianitj  into  the  country,  the  place  of  worfliip  was  con* 
feprated  to  St  Modan,  and  called  Ceik  M^dam,  or  Kilma- 
ian.  This  parifli  is  in  the  prefbytery  of  Dunoon,  and  Sy- 
»od  of  Argyle.  It  is  12  miles  long,  afanoft  contained  in 
the  bottom  of  the  (len,  and  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of 
Vot.  IV.  U  u  1^ 
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%  mile  broad.  It  is  bounded  by  Kilfinnan,  Inveixhalleii^ 
Dunoon,  and  Straqhur*  The  pariih  is  almoft  a  flat,  bounded 
by  hills,  covered  moftlj  with  heath.  The  air  is  moifi,  the 
foil  deep  and  fertile.  The  extent  of  the  fea-coaft  is  about 
3  miles ;  the  ihore  is  iandj  and  flat  for  the  moft  part.  Cod^ 
haddocks,  fjths,  mackrel,  and  herring,  are  caught  on  the 
coail.  The  herring  are  fold  at  I  s.  the  hundred,  when  plen- 
tiful ;  thej  were  fent  fometime  to  Rothe&y,  Greenock, 
and  Glafgow-,  thej  are  beft  in  Augufi.  Muflfels  are  the 
enlj  ihell-fiih  here ;  and  wxeck,  the  only  fea-weed  manure* 
Little  kelp  is  made.  The  tide  ebbs  between  Bute  and 
Kerry.  The  only  bay  is  at  the  aiouth  of  Ruail,  verj 
fliallow  and  fandy,  and  ebbs  out  a  miles. 

Population.'^The  population  of  the  parifli,  about  40 
years  ago,  muft  have  been  at  leaft  4  to  i  more  numerous 
(ban  at  prefent.  Dr  Webfter't  flate  is  8o6.  The  number 
of  inhabitants  now,  is  about  -  ..  351 

|i(ales,  .  .  ..  ,  ij2 

Females,  -     .         •  ^  *  jyg 

The  annual  average  of  births,  •  -  18 

f  of  deaths,  -  -  14 

'  of  marriages,  .  -  ^ 

Under  10  years  of  age,  -  -  70 

From  10  to  20,  •  -  .  86 

From  30  to  50,  •  -  -  1x8 

From  5  c  to  70,  ^  •  -  67 

From  79  to  100,  •-  -  -r  jo 

]3eritors,  (4  of  them  refide  in  the  pariih),  -  6 

Farmers,  and  their  families,  including  graziers,  -  4a 
Handicraftfmen,  .  -  ^  .«  x^ 

Apprentices  and  jourpeymen,  .  ^  ^ 

gespicn,  -  .  -  -  10 
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Male  labonring  ferrants,  .  .  ^  ^ 

Female  — — — — -  -  -  3a 

Foreigners,  (from  North  America^i  -  x 

Gentry,  .      - .  -  -  -  3 

Roman  Catholic  families,  -  •«  i 

The  proportion  between  the  annual  births  and  the 

whole  population,  isas  -  -  18  to  331 

Between  the  annual  marriages  and  the  whole  po- 
pulation, isas  -  -  -  4^035^ 
Between  the  annual  deaths  and  the  whole  popula- 
tion, is  as            -            -            -          -.         14  to  35t 
Bachelors,                  -                ...  ^ 
Married  men,  including  widowers,          -          -              90 
Each  marriage,  at  an  average,  produces  between 
4  and  5  children.    A  &w  are  bom  in  other  di- 
ftrids  and  parifhes. 
Inhabited  houfes,  about               •            -            *           9^ 
The  population  of  the  pariih  is  diminiihed  nearlj  one-half 
from  what  it  was  25  jears  ago.     The  caufe  is  plainly  this : 
The  proprietors  fet  their  farms  in  a  large  extent  to  gra- 
ziers, who  can  afford  to  pay  a  great  rent ;  becaufe  i  man 
will  herd  the  cattle  on  a  hxm  which  formerly  fupported  8 
fiunilies.     They  find  alfo  the  fewer  farmers  in  a  farm,  the. 
lefs  that  farm  is  burdened  with  the  maintenance  of  fami* 
lies ;  and  that  a  great  number  of  farmers  cannot  pay  the 
iame  rent  that  a  few  can.     Some  families  leave  the  pariih 
yearly ;  but  for  ao  years  pail,  only  a  families  belonging  to 
it  have  emigrated  from  Scotland. 

Productf  ^c— The  pariih  produces  oats,  barley,  peas^ 
potatoes,  turnips,  rye-grais,  clover,  garden-ilufis,  fruit -trees^ 
barren  trees.    There  are  between  5000  and  6000  iheep, 
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xooo  black  cattle,  109  horfSBS.  The  pariih  imports  ar- 
ticles of  provifion*  The  foil  is  friendly  to  flax.  ^Iliis  year 
tbe  incambeot  had  5  ftone  Tron  weight  of  unheckkd  lint, 
ttpon  X  peck  fowing.  The  want  of  a  lint-mill  b  a  difad- 
vtatage  to  the  country*  Seed-time  is  generally  in  April, 
and  harveil  in  September.  l*here  are  24  ploughs  of  the 
Scotch  kind,  and  28  carts.  The  land-rent  may  be  about 
L.  1300  SterKng.  The  rent  of  the  bed  arable  land  is  be- 
tween 15s.  and  IDS.  the  acre.  The  ftate  of  this  pariih 
in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  was  not  fo  bad  as  that  of 
many  others  ^  b«t  the  crop  in  general^  over  the  ^hole^ 
fiiffered  from  the  fummer's  cold  and  the  wetharveft.  The 
poor  were  the  better  for  the  fupply  granted  by  Govem- 
sirat. 

Ciurctf  Stiftndf  Poor^  lic^ — The  church  was  built  in  1 783, 
nd  die  manfe  in  1773.  The  value  of  the  ftipend,  inclu- 
ding the  glebe,  is  L.  100  Sterling.  The  number  of  the. 
poor  is  2o»  the  annual  contributions  for  their  relief  about 
L.  xo  Sterlings 

Prica  and  fT^^^t.— -About  30  years  ago,  4  s.  was  a  great 
price  for  a  Iheep ;  at  prefent,  it  is  12s.;  it  cow  at  that 
time  fold  at  L.  i,  5  s.  and  now  at  L*  4  JSterling.  Every 
Aing  elfe  of  meat  kind  is  equally  high  in  proportion.. 
Meal  is  mofily  at  the  fame  rate  it  was  then.  Within 
the&  20  years,  fervants  and  labburers  have  tripled  their 
wages  or  rather  quadrupled  them.  A  fervant  man  de- 
mands L.  8  Sterling  4  pair  of  Ihoes,  and  his  viduals : 
About  20  years  ago,  he  would  have  been  glad  to  get 
L.  3  Sterling  a-^year.  A  fervant-maid  L.  2»  ios.  iSterling^ 
and  her  viSuals,  and  2  pair  of  ikoes. 

MiJceOantous^ 
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Mijiilknibu^  Ol(/if^atioas.—Thert  is  a  ibiiief al  fpring, 
tnee  &itious  for  curing  the  (curvy  abd  othet  difordets,  but 
is  Hot  tiOD^  refofted  to.  There  zre  %  tunluli  fuppofed  ib 
have  been  raifed  bj  the  Norwegians,  but  have  not  been 
opened. — The  river  Ruail  produces  falmon,  grilfe,  trouts 
of  different  kinds,  par  and  eel,  but  not  in  great  quantity, 
fold  at  4  d.  the  pound  \  thej  are  beft  between  May  and 
Auguft. — ^There  is  moor  and  limeftooe.  There  is  a  great 
quantity  of  what  is  called  pipe-clay  in  the  parUh.  Peats 
are  the  common  fuel,  and  for  the  moil  part  very  ill  to  be 
got,  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  hills,  and  bad  acceis  to 
them,  lliid  is  one  of  the  greatefl  inconveniencies  to  which 
the  people  are  fubje6t.-~The  inhabitants  are  much  dif- 
pofed  to  induftry,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  fome  manufafture, 
efpecially  in  the  linen  way,  is  not  efiabliibed  among  them, 
aft  the  foil  is  to  favourable  for  flax.  They  are  judicious, 
economical,  and  difpofed  to  generous  and  humane  actions. 
They  are  not  remarkable  for  fize  or  flrength ;  fome  are 
5  feet  6  inches,  fome  6  feet ;  the  greateft  height  known 
was  6  feet  2  inches.  They  are  remarkably  altered  with 
regard  to  their  dreis  within  thefe  30  years  ;  and  their  li- 
ving  is  little  inferior  to  their  drefs.  The  Gaelic  is  the 
language  chiefly  fpoken.-— The  people  are  not  averfe  to  the 
fea.  There  is  but  one  boat  in  the  whole  pariih.  Few  or 
none  have  been  in  the  navy,  and  none  in  the  army,  except 
in  the  Fencibles.— Properly  has  changed  three  times  in  the 
the  prefent  century.  Land  fold  at  6  years  purchafe  not 
50  years  ago.  The  people  complain  of  high  rents.  Poor 
people  get  a  houfe  and  garden  for  10  s.  a-year.  The  ftatute 
labour  is  exafted  in  money.  The  bridges  are  built  and  re- 
paired by  the  ftatute  money.  Very  little  land  is  inclofed. 
*  — i-Tbb  pariih  gave  birth  to  a  very  able  mathematician,  Mr 

CoUa 


34^  Staii/Hcdl  AcfoufU 

Coiiii  Madaurin,  late  Profeflor  of  Mathematics  in  the 
▼erfitj  of  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  to  a'verj  eminent  divine,  Mr 
John  Maclauriny  both  fons  of  Mr  John  Maclaurin,  once  mi- 
fiifter  of  this  parilh. 
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PARISH   OF  MONIKIE, 


(county  of  forfar)« 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr  William  Maule. 


Situationp  Sof/»  l^c, 

THIS  pariih  is  6  Englifh  miles  in  length,  and  4  in 
breadth.  Its  fonn  is  almofi  triangular,  one  of  the 
angles  terminating  in  the  fandy  defart  iituatedit  the  month 
of  the  Tay.  On  the  S.  W.  and  W.  it  is  hounded  bj  the 
pariflies  of  Monifieth  and  Murroes ,  on  thr  S.  £.  by  Barrie; 
on  the  £.  by  Panbride ;  on  the  N.  by  Carmylie,  and  on  the 
M.  W.  by  Inverarity  and  Tealing.-*  The  &ce  of  the  country 
is  diverfified  by  feveral  large  hills.  The  foil  and  air  are  very 
Tariotts.  The  S.  part  of  the  ^ariih  is  diltinguilhed  for  fertili- 
ty. In  the  N.  and  N.  VJ.  the  foil  is  more  moift.  the  air 
colder,  and  vegetation  more  flow ;  infomuch,  that  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  former  have  frequently  their  harveft  ga^ 
tfaered  in  a  month  or  5  weeks  before  thofe  of  the  latter. 
The  interpofiition  of  a  large  hiU,  or  ridge  of  hills,  called 
Camnftoun,  or  Donic,  makes  a  confiderable  alteration  in 
^int  qf  climAte. 

jilgriatlture* 
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jtgrictiUure.''^T)it  rent  of  the  beft  land  is  from  5  s.  t# 
15  s.  the  acre»  but  that  of  fome  of  the  word  has  been  re- 
cently 168.  8  d.  Of  die  lieft  land,  the  leafes  are  old, 
having  been  let  about  i^jears  ago,  moft  of  them  for 
twice  19  je^rsi  %nd  \  lifetiipey  the  rentjifing  i  s.  the  acre 
at  the  20th  year.  At  that  period,  little  or  nothing  had 
been  done  in  the  way  of  improving  land,  and  the  tenants 
were  in  genera}  poor  \  moft  of  them  ar«  now  in  eafj, 
fome  of  them  in  opulent  circumftances ;  they  are  in  gene- 
ral frugal  and  induftrious.  Of  thofe  farms,  one  which  hap- 
pened to  be  let  for  only  19  years  at  L.  52  Sterling,  and 
which  confifts  of  about  170  aeres,  was  let  again  within 
thefe  lad  4  years  at  Lu  120  ;  and  the  prefent  tenant  being 
a  ikilful  and  induftrious  farmer, .  b  likely  to  make  more 
money  than  the  former,  who  laboured  in  the  old  way. 
Were  the  leafes  of  the  other  farms  expired,  they  could  all 
be  let  for  more  than  twice  the  prefent  rent.  In  the  fouth- 
etn  part  of  thb  pariih,  the  farms  are  for  the  moft  part  ip- 
dirfed.  Every  fiurmer  finding  his  account  in  breeding  and 
Aiteentng  cattle,  raifes  annually  feveral  acres  of  turnip. 
Wheat  has  long  been  cultivated  in  the  fouthem,  and  which 
is  the  moft  fertile  part  For  the  laft  6  or  7  years,  the  far« 
iwers  ^feontinuad  the  fowing  of  this  grain,  feveral  of  them 
having  met  with  confiderabie  lofles  by  blading.  But  they 
9tt  now  beginning  to  try  it  again,  and  have  this  year  been 
fnecefsfiil.  Good  artificial  gra&  is  alfo  produced.  By  an 
attide  in  their  tacks,  moft  of  the  tenants  spre  bound  to 
have  a  third  of  their  farms  always  in  grafi.  Much  atten- 
tiee  has  of  late  years  been  paid  to  the  raifing  of  flax.  A- 
bodt  a  5  years  ago,  when  a  great  proportion  of  the  grouq4 
eonfifted  of  natund  pafture,  every  farmer  had  a  large  flock 
61  flieep.  At  prefent,  there  are  not  in  this  pariib  above 
^  or  3  who  have  flieep  at  all.    In  the  N.  and  N.  W,  parts 
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^  tbt  pmib>  th«re  are  Ivge  trvcks  of  moor,  finmedy 
wa&e  aad  uncultivated,  covered  wholly  with  heath,  inib- 
9iiicb  that  a  perfoo  aiighit  bav«  travelled  a  cohiiderable 
way  withoot  fee^g  any  o^cr  vegetable.  At  prefent 
tbofe.  tracks  ccnitaii^.  plantadons  of  thriving  young  wood, 
la  a  track  of  poor  which  form^  the  uorthem  extremity  of 
this  parifli,  there  are  tbttled  15  or  16  fitmilies,  who,  by 
their  induftry,  have  rendered  arable,  and  in  ibme  deipree 
fertile,  confiderabl^  fpots  of  land  formerly  wafte  and  bar- 
ren. The  valoed  rent  9f  the  parilh  is  L.  4608  :  6 :  9 
Scotch*  There  are  about  23  confiderable  farms,  fome  of 
which  confifi  of^more  than  aoo  acres. 

i'iE^/tf/o^ioiy.F-^-Thb  pariih  contains  2  large  villages,  one 
of  which  havi^  abou(  30,  and  the  other  25  fsunilies,  and 
a  or  3  villages  left  pQpuloos.  According  to  Dr  Webfter's 
returns,  the  numbers  were  1345.  The  number  in  1772 
was  1033  ;  at  prefent  it  is  1278.  There  is  reafon  to  be<- 
Ijeve,  that  about  the  beginning  and  middle  of  this  century, 
^  pariih  was  more  popiilous.  The  diminution  of  the 
Aumber  of  people  is  owing  to  the  union  of  farms  \  the 
farmers  alio  employ  fewer  hands  than  formerly.  Many  bi 
^  cottagers  are  eatterminated»  Since  commerce  began  to 
lourjfli,  ieveral  mannfafturers,  who  iubfifted  partly  by  a- 
griculture,  have  gone  to  large  towns*  The  annual  average 
of  births  £or  the  laft  xo  years  is  32.  The  annual  average 
ioriag  a  period  pf  10  years  iubCequent  to  1718,  and  du- 
ring 10  yeftfs  fub(equent  to  174!^,  aj^ars  from  a  well 
kept  regifteri  to  have  been  41.  For  fame  years  pafi,  the 
annual  average  of  deaths  has  beeu  about  19.  The  number 
ft  mamafe9  auouaUy  for  7  years  paft  bis  9ot  exceeded 
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Churchy  Stipend,  School  and  Poor.'^The  <:harch  feems  tv 
have  been  built  or  renewed  in  1678.  The  manfe  and^ 
offices  are  at  prefent  fomewhat  ruinous.  The  value  of 
the  living  depending  chiefly  on  viftual  is  in  (fiflPerent  jeais 
different^  During  the  7  jears  of  the  incumbent's  miniilrjy 
the  ftipend,  at  an  average,  has  been  L.  115  Sterling  a^jear. 
The  manfe  and  glebe  cannot  be  eflimated;  both  together, 
at  more  than  L.  10  or  L.  12-  Sterling. — The  fchoolmailer's 
income  as  fchaolmafter,  feilion  clerk  and  precentor,  is  a- 
Bout  L.  35  Sterling  a-year.  The  number  of  fcholars  is 
from  40  to  5  a.— *-The  poor  are  in  general  well  provided 
for.  None  of  them  are  reduced  to  the  neceffitj  of  beg« 
ging.  The  number  at  prefent  on  the  roll  is  15.  The  an- 
nual average  of  colle£Hons  -is  about  L.  23  or  L.  24  Ster- 
ling. There  are  of  feat-rents  belonging  te  the  poor  about 
L.  12  Sterling;  and  there  is  lying  at  intereil  at  ^^fier 
cent,  200  Sterling. 

« 

MifceUaneous  Ohfervatfons^^^^lifit  roads  in  this  parifli  aC 
prefent  are  not  in  the  beft  condition.  That  from  Dundee 
to  Arbroath,  ivhich  interfe6h  the  lower  pait  of  the  parifh, 
is  in  bad  weather  almoft  impaffable.  There  is  a  turnpike* 
road  begun  to  be  made,  which,  though  a  mile  farther  foutb 
than  the  old  road,  yet  being  quite  ftraight,  will  fhorten  the 
diftance  between  thefe  2  towns.  About  7  years  ago,  a 
.road  was  formed  leading  from  Brechin  to  Dundee,  and 
paffing  through  the  noithem  part  of  this  pariih.  Upon  thi» 
road  there  was  built  ahout  5  years  ago,  a  ftrong  malTy 
bridge,  55  feet  high,  with  a  fingle  arch,  over  a  precipice  aft 
Denfiend,  or  the  Fiend's  Den,  a  place  deep  and  winding. 
— ^Near  the  8th  mile-ftone^  £«  from  Dundee,  there,  is  a  ridge 
of  linall  hills,  called  the  Cur-hills^  where  within  theCe  14 
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^taxis  fcveral  Hone  coffins  have  been  found.  In  the  vicinU 
Xj  of  the  lame  place,  were  found  upwards  of  6  fe^t  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  feveral  trees,  oak,  fir  and  birch. 
There  were  alfo  found  urns,  covered  with  broad  ftones,  be- 
low which  were  aflies,  fuppofed  to  have  been  human  bodies 
reduced  to  that  ftate  by  bumingi  To  the  fouth  of  the 
Cur-hills  were  found  feveral  heads  of  deer,  and  horns  of  a 
verj  large  iize,  among  marl,  about  9  feet  below  the  fur- 
face. 

Within  thefe  3  or  4  years,  there  have  been  5  or  6  large 
neat  new  houfes,  and  feveral  Imaller  opes  built.  Every 
farmer  almofi  has  within  thefe  10  years  made  fome  addi- 
tion or  improvement  to  his  dwelling  houfe,  or  to  his  of- 
fices.—-T.  ere  are  2  confiderable  inns  in  this  parilh,  and  fe- 
veral petty  ale-houfes.  The  confumption  of  fpiritous  li- 
quors has  within  a  few  years  greatly  increafed,  the  quali- 
ty of  the  ale  brewed  in  this  part  of  the  country  being 
worie  than  formerly ;  yet  tlie  morals  of  the  people  feem  to 
iiave  liiffered  little  by  the  change.  No  bufinefs  of  any 
confequence  can  be  tranfafted  by  the  common  people  but 
in  the  ale-houfe.  But  the  vice  of  drunkennefs,  and  the 
crime  of  theft,  are  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the  country 
more  rare  than  about  30  years  ago,  when  the  lower  clals  of 
people  having  fewer  objeAs  to  excite  their  induftry,  were 
more  idle,  and  confequently  more  profligate. — About  3  ( 
years  ago,  the  wages  of  a  ploughman  were  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood L.  2,  10  s.  Sterling  \  of  a  carter  L.  2 ;  of  a  female 
fervant  from  L.  i,  5  s.  to  L.  i,  los.  At  prefent,  a  plough- 
man is  thought  good  for  nothing,  who  does  not  receive 
X».  7  or  L.  8.  The  ufual  wages  of  female  fervants  re  from 
L.  3  to  L.  4.  About  30  or  40  years  ago,  a  farm  ^^  hich 
issnoflv  worked  by  3  ploughs,  having  each  4,  fometimes  on- 
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}j  2  horfes^  cm^Iojed  5  cattle  ploughs,  bcving  each  xm 
0iiea.  Farms  where  %  ploughs  drawn  by  4  horfes  are  now 
ibvnd  fufficienty  woe  fonnerlj  wtou^  by  3  ploughs 
drawn  by  10  oxen. 
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NanUy  SifmUiotty  Sci/^  Surface^  Rivers^  iic. 

^'T^HE  old  name  of  the  parifli  was  Borivon^  fuppofed  to  te 
-^  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  Brae  Ewen^  or,  '  Ewan's 
*  high  conntrj/  Calder  is  derived  from  Coille^  a  *■  wood,' 
and  Doty  *  water/  It  is  fituated  chiefly  in  the  couiitj  of 
Nairn ;  a  fmaU  pait  of  it  lies  in  that  of  Invemeis ;  it  is  in 
the  prefrjtery  of  Nairn  and  Synod  of  Moray.  The  form 
of  the  pari&  is  not  unlike  the  letter  T.  Its  extent  is  about 
4  miles  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  The  general  breadth  is  not 
above  2  miles,  but  a  part  of  it  from  the  centre  runs  up  to 
the  high  country  about  7  or  8  miles.  The  parilh  is  at  the 
diftance  of  2  or  3  miles  from  the  fea  \  bounded  by  Nairn 
on  the  N.  by  Auldearn  and  Ardclaoh  on  the  £•  by  Moy  and 
Duthil  on  the  S.  and  Croy  on  the  W.  The  low  part  of 
the  parifli  is  flat  and  level,  the  higher  part  hilly  and  moua- 
uinous,  abounding  with  heath,  mo&  and  fome  wood.— The 
foil  is  iharp,  fertile  and  friendly,  but  not  wet  or  deep.  The 
inQuntains  which  divide  Colder  from  Moy  to  the  S.  are 
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very  high ;  are  covered  with  heath,  and  abound  with  mcfiu 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  hill  j  and  rocky  ground  in  the  lower 
parts.  A  part  of  the  low  lands  has  fometimes  been  laid 
iinder  water,  by  the  overflowing  of  the  bum  of  Caldei^ 
and  the  water  of  Nairn.  The  moft  confiderable  inunda- 
tion  happened  in  1782.  The  wood  of  Calder,  and  parti* 
culariy  the  bum  that  runs  through  it,  •ffisrs  to  the  view  the 
moft  delightful  fcenery.  It 'runs  in  a  dark  and  deep  chan- 
nel, fo  as  to  be  loft  to  the  fight*  with  high,  fteep  and  rocky 
banks  on  the  eaft  fide,  covered  with  trees  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  moft  beautiful  fhrubbery.  The  rapid  river  of  Find* 
born  runs  through  the  higher  part  of  the  pari(b,  as  does  the 
river  of  Nairn  wafli  it  below.  Both  theie  rivers  abound 
with  £dmon  and  trout.  Salmon  about  12  years  ago,  and 
leis,  fold  at  i  d.  and  i  j  d.  the  pound,  of  late  it  has  got  up 
to  3  d.  and  even  4  d.  The  (almon  is  in  high  perfedion  in 
May. 

Popuiation.'^There  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
parifli  is  better  peopled  now  than  it  was  fome  years  ago. 
Although  the  farms  are  enlarged,  feveral  fmall  ones  being 
thrown  into  one,  yet  the  number  of  improvers  of  moor  and 
wafie  lands  is  increafing.  Tradelmen  are  more  numerousi 
and  fo  are  cotugers.  Dr  Webfier's  ftate  is  882.  The  pa- 
riih  may  now  contain  about  850  perfons^  above  the  age  of 
6;  of  which  400  may  be  males,  and  450  females.  The 
annual  average  of  births  is  ajj-  for  the  laft  10  years ;  of 
deaths,  14  -,  of  marriages,  about  9.  There  are  about  20 
perfons  between  70  and  100  years  of  age.  The  number  of 
farmers,  and  their  families,  is  upwards  of  60;  of  tradeiSy 
dyers,  carpenters,  Ihoemakers,  wheel-wrights,  tailors,  {miths^ 
'mafons,  &c.  upwards  of  40,  and  about  ao  apprentices. 
There  are  upwards  of  150  labouring  fervants,  including 
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bodi  fexes ;  ^  ftudents  at  the  Univerfi^ ;  z  perfoa  a  mu 
tiTe  of  Wales,  and  i  of  Ajnerica.  There  are  fcaice  above 
20  here  bom  in  anj  other  pariih  or  diftrid  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. There  are  3  or  4  gentlemens  families,  only  z  Se^ 
ceder,  and  z  Epifcopalian.  The  proportion  between  the 
annual  births  and  the  whole  population,  is  about  z  to  37 : 
Between  the  annual  marriages  and  the  whole  population,  a- 
bout  z  to  94  :  Between  the  annual  deaths  and  the  whole 
population,  about  z  to  6o.  Each  marriage,  at  an  average, 
produces  6  children.  There  has  been  no  emigration  of  con* 
iequence  from  the  pariih  ;  but  everj  other  year  there  are 
fbme  young  lads,  in  the  chara&er  of  adventurers,  fervants, 
and  apprentices,  who  go  to  America,  London,  Edinburgh, 
and  other  parts.  There  are  about  z6o  inhabited  houfies, 
and  about  5  or  6  to  a  family.  Only  z  perfon  has  been  ba- 
niihed  from  this  pariih  in  the  mem^ory  of  man. 

Producif  (^f  •— Almoil  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and  plants 
that  are  produced  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  are  to  be  found 
here.  Trees  are  the  oak,  alder,  birch,  mountain-alh,  a£b, 
elm,  beech,  larix,  and  other  pines  in  great  numbers.  Horfes, 
about  420  ;  black  cattle,  2100 ;  iheep,  6300 ;  goats,  400. 
There  was  a  furyey  and  map  made  of  the  greateil  part  of 
the  pariih  in  1782  ;  by  whigh  it  appears,  that  the  number 
of  acres  may  be  about  a6,ooo,  making  a  reafonable  allow- 
ance for  what  has  not  been  furveyed.  Of  the  above,  z  8,000 
acres,  at  leail,  confiil  of  moor  and  mois.  There  may  be  a* 
bout  zooo  fown  yearly  with  barley,  2600  with  oats  and 
rye,  400  under  potatoes,  turnip,  and  flax,  500  let  out  in 
ley,  without  fown  grals,  there  being  little  grais-feed  fown 
in  the  pariih;  and  the  remaining  acres  under  wood,  broom, 
green  mo&,  and  common  paAure.  TThe  pariih  does  more 
than  fupply  itfelf  with  proviiions^  and  furniihes  a  great  deal 
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of  oat-meal,  hi  particular,  to  die  neigMMHiriiig  towas  of  ttk^ 
Temeis,  Nairn,  and  Fort  George*  It  firlb  a  goodmaojr 
cattle  and  ilteep  to  the  butchers  in  thofe  towns,  and  ta 
drovers*  It  aferds  much  barlej  to  the  diftUlcrs,  of  whooi 
tbere  are  2  in  the  parilh.  The  rent  of  the  parifli  is  about 
L.  1200  Sterling.  Some  acres  of  arable- laad  are  let  at  15s* 
an  acre,  and  {bme  fo  low  as  2,s.  6  d.  The  fize  of  the  farms 
19  yerj  different,  fome  confitt  of  upwards  of  100  acres,  aod 
others  below  40.  Thete  are  not  as  yet  manjr  inclofores^ 
bet  the  tenants  are  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of  having  their 
knd  indoled,  and  fome  of  die  more  opulent  have  begun  to 
indofe  and  fence,  llie  fituation  of  the  pariih  in  1782  and 
1783  was  furelj  bad  enough,  though  not  fo  ill  as  in  many 
places.  The  corns  were  not  ib  much  hurt  by  the  feoft,  of 
coarfe,  the  crop  was  better,  and.fcw  of  the  catde  died,  luu> 
ving  been  maintAined.chiefly  on  the  tops  of  whins,  cut  and 
threlhed,  of  which  there  are  great  quanrides  almoft  in  eve- 
ry part  of  the  parilh.  Oats  are  fown  the  latter  end  of 
March,  barley  generally  before  die  2cth  of  May  -,  and  they 
are  begun  to  be  reaped  between  the  tft  and  12th  of  Sep^ 
tember. 

*  Pricet  and  Wages.  Beef,  muttoQ,  veal,  and  pork,  are 
from  2^d.  to  3id.  the  pound.  Hens  6d.  geefe  is.  6d.  ta 
2S.  ducks  -8d.  turkies  2s.  '^d.  butter  12  s.  cheefe  from  41.  to 

6  s.  the  flone ;  barley  has  not  been  under  155.  for  many 
years  *,  meal  is  variable.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  all  thefie 
particulars,  there  has  been  a  prodigious  rife  of  price  finoe 
the  2780.     A  day-labourer  may  receive  6d.  uid  periiaps 

7  d.  a-day  throughout  the  year,  with  feme  other  adv^u^ 
tages  *,  fuch  as  a  houfe  and  gardes,  time  to  gather  and  pre- 
pare his  fuel,  an  extraordinary  allowance  in  barveft,  witir 
liberty  to  plant  potatoes,  as  far  as  any  dung  he  c^n  gadier 
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tirilt  go.    Tfai^  k  found  ver/  fnfficient  to  maintain  a  fiuni- 

ty  of  5  or  ($  perfonsy  ff  the  wife  has  any  indullry  at  all. 

Male  fahlt-fe^Vant^  get  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  in  the  year,  and 

female  fefvants  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to  L.  2.    Domeftic  fervants 

get  a  Httle  more.    A  labourer'  in  buibandrjr  gets  6  d.  a- 

day;  with  bid   vi&uals.     A  carpenter,   mafon,   or  other 

ttadefman,  about  i  s.  4  d.  or  i  s.  6  d.  without  vi&aab. 

Stipend'^  School^  Poor^  Ucj^^Tht  church  was  built  ill 
1619.  The  value  of  the  living  is  about  L.  80;  Mr  Camp- 
belhof  Calder  is  patron.  There  are  2  heritors,  but  neither 
of  them  refide.  The  manfe  was  built  about  1730. — ^The 
fchoolmader's  falaiy  is  a  chalder  of  viflual,  half  meal,  half 
barley.  The  meal  is  paid  by  the  tenants,  and  the  barley 
by  the  landlord.  The  fchoolmafter  receives  alfo  L.  i,  or 
L.  X,  5  s.  Sterling,  as  feffion-clefk  and  precentor,  i  s.  for 
every  marriage,  and  6  d.  for  every  baptifm.  ^he  fchool- 
fees  are  i  s.  a-quarter  for  Englilh  tcholars,  x  s.  6  d.  for 
writing,  and  1  s.  6  d.  for  Latin  and  arithmetic.  In  winter 
the  fchool  is  generally  very  throng,  between  3  and  4  fcore 
of  boys  and  girls  attend*  The  parents  in  general  wiih  their 
children  to  read,  write,  and  get  fome  knowledge  of  arithmetic, 
but  (how  little  defire  for  the  learned  languages.— The  num- 
ber of  poor  is  about  40.  The  annual  contributions  for  their 
relief  are  only  about  L.  I2«  The  poor  have  certificates  to 
beg  from  djor  to  door  in  the  parifli. 

Mifcellaneous  Ohfervations.'^Tht  parifh  has  fome  very 
peculiar  advantages.  It  is  w*eil  fumiihed  with  water,  wood, 
and  fuel.  It  has  within  itfelf,  or  is  in  the  clofe  neighbour- 
hood,  of  milk  of  many  kinds,  not  only  meal-mills,  but 
fiour-miHs,  waulk-milk,  lint-mills,  barley-mills,  and  malt-* 
mills.     It  is  well  flocked  with  tradefmea.  of  every  kind# 
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and  jvithftl  the  landlord  is  the  mod  indalgent  of  maftcrs. 
The  air  is  remarkably  falubrious.  The  rents  9f  cottagers 
houfeSy  with  a  fmall  garden^  are  from  15  $.  to  L.  i,^  iiyhen 
paid  in  money,  but  are  generally  ezaded  in  fervices.  It 
is  found  convenient  to  have  cottagers  in  the  .neighbourhood* 
They  are  employed  as  day-labourers,  and  are  extremelj 
ufeful,  particularly  in  the  more  bufy  feafons  of  the  year. 
BHt  the  tenants  would  not  choofe  to  trull  to  them  alone  for 
the  whole  work  of  the  farm,  pre&rring  fervants  hired  from 
term  to  term,  as  the  moil  ileady  and  fixed.  But  few  fer- 
vants can  be  prevailed  upon  to  engage  for  a  longer  fpace 
than  half  a-year  at  a  time,  which  is  often  a  great  inccKi- 
venience.  As  to  perfonal  fervices,  they  are  almoft  in  dif- 
ufe,  being  only  preferved  on  a  fmall  eftate,  and  a  wadfet 
held  by  a  gentleman  in  the  pariih.  Where  they  are  dill 
continued,  they  confiil  of  various  attendances  and  carriages* 
The  tenants  or  fubtenants  affiil  their  mailer  in  cailing  and 
leading  his  peats ;  in  cutting  his  corns,  and  bringing  them 
home  \  in  repairing  his  offices,  in  carrying  his  victual  to 
market,  &c.  But  Mr  Campbell  of  Calder,  the  princ{|>al 
proprietor,  has  of  late,  in  a  moil  generous  and  humane 
manner,  abolifhed  all  fuch  fervices  stnd  carriages  on  his 
eilate,  commuting  them  with  the  tenant  at  a  very  ealy 
converiion ;  and  has  included  the  rent,  ilipend,  ceis,  cu- 
iloma,  in  one  fum,  payable  by  the  tenant  at  a  different 
terms,  obliging  him  only  to  afTifl  in  leading  materials  for 
the  church,  manfe,  and  offices,  fchool-houfe,  and  for  keeping 
the  old  caille  in  repair. — There  is  i  inn  in  the  pariih,  and 
2  or  3  ale-houfes  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  morals  of 
the  people  are  in  the  leail  corrupted  by  them.  They  are 
convenient  for  travellers,  there  being  feveral  public  roads 
through  the  pariih,  but  they  are  very  feldom  vifited  by 
the  pariihioners.    It  muil  be  allowed  that  the  people  are 
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verj  induftrious  in  their  waj.     Their  great  induftry  in  the 
fiimmer,  lies  in  preparing  danghills  and  their  tuel,  and  in 
winter,  in  threihing  oat  and  milling  their  corns.— There  is 
no  eftablilhed  xnanufaAure  in  the  parilh,  but  flill  a  great 
deal  of  work  is  done  in  the  web- way  in  their  families,  both 
for  home-ufe  and  for  fale.     A  number  of  the  women  are 
alfo  occupied  in  fpinning  lint,  given  out  by  manufadurers 
in  townsy  for  which  they  receive  from  i\  d.  to  3  d.  the 
hank.-^The  inhabitants  difcovcr  no  particular  propeofity 
for  the  military  life,  and  very  few  inliit  in  «the  army  or 
navy.     Luxury,  in  point  of  dreis,  feems  to  have  crept  in 
very  much  of  late,  owing  io  the  high  wages.     The  people 
in  geueral  are  humane,  moral,  and  religious.  There  are  few 
quarrels  or  law-fuits  among  them,  and  horning  has  fcarcely 
been  executed  againft  any  one  in   the  parifli  for  many 
years.     They  feem  to  be  very  much  contented  with  their 
fituation,  and,  as  a  proof  of  this,  (how  little  or  no  defire  to 
leave  the  parifh.  But  ftill  they  would  find  themfelves  more 
at  j|£e,  were  their  leafes  permanent,  and  the  caprice,  the 
wantonneis,  and  high  demands  of  fervants,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  checked.— -The  roads  are  in  a  tolerable  ftate,  being 
kept  in  repair  by  the  flatute-iabour,  which  is  exaded  in 
kind.     The  bridges  are  in  good  order,  being  fo  kept  by 
Government,  as  the  military  road  pafies  through  the  pa« 
rifli. — ^Erfc  and  Engl5<h  are  equally  (poken. — ^In  place  of 
feme  of  the  more  obnoxious  taxes  of  fmall  confideration, 
laid   on,  or  now  laying,  on  by  Miniflry,  a  damp   might 
be  propofed  of  a  6  d.  on  certificates  to  fervants,  from  their 
mafters  or  miftrefles,  when  they  leave  their  fervicc ;  to 
journeymen  and  ihopkeepers,  (not  apprentices),  clerks  in 
offices,  and  the  like,  when  they  leave  their  employment ; 
to  all  dayJaboturers,  adventurers,  handicraftfmen,  and  o- 
sheoRy  when  they  leave  one  pariib  and  county,  and  go  to 
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jBMioth^ri  tefiifyiiig,  {wbere  there  is  reofim  to  do  fo),  their 
boneftj,  fobriety,  and  peaceable  behavipor  \  to  be  figned 
by  the  Mioiilcrs^  Juflices,  Sherift,  or  MagifeMes ;  and 
i^at  all  thefe  defcription«  of  perfoas  Ikould  be  obliged  to 
carry  along  with  theip  fucfa  certificates  u{>on  every  Temorey 
othertyife  be  cofiiidered  as  fofpeflied  per&os.     Something 
c^  this  kind,  it  is  imaginedy  would  be  very  productive,  aod 
would  have  a  happy  tendency  in  preferviiig  good  order,  and 
preventing  ipany  mifchiefs  in  fociety.     The  ftamp  might 
likewife  be  extended  to  certificates  to  ftndents,  when  they 
leave  the  Univerfity,  from  thie  profelTors^  attefting  not  only 
their  progrefs  in  literature,  but  their  ge;ieral  good  beha- 
vionr  white  there ;  to  patrons,  when  they  prefent,  certi- 
fying their  having  qualified  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  to  pro^ 
bationers  alfo,  when  they  accept,  of  their  having  taken 
the  oaths  to  enable  them  to  accept ;  in  ihort,  to  all  who 
are  by  law  obliged- to  qualify  to  Government,  on  their  acr 
ceptance  of  any  place  or  pffice  ^  to  all  certificates,  proving 
^he  identity  and  exiftence  of  perfpns,  ages,  marriages^e- 
grees  of  propinquity,  and  the  like.    From  the  above  migb( 
be  excepted  certificates  granted  to  widows  and  orphans  of 
all  ranks  and  denominations ;  alfo  thofe  granted  to  the  poor, 
either  recommending  them  to  charity  at  home,  or  to  hof- 
pitals,  infirmaries,  and  any  public  donation  ^  alfo  certifi- 
pates  granted  to  perfons  in  iicknels,  preventing  their  at- 
tendance at  courts,  affizes,  or  in  any  other  way  and  place 
where  their  prefence  is  required  by  law. 

All  the  ploughs  are  of  the  old  Scotch  kind.  A^^^^  7^ 
are  in  conflant  employment,  and  occafionally  in  the  fpring 
there  are  more.  The  tenants  have  not  as  yet  got  any  of 
the  large  fliod-wheel  carts  and  waggons  \  they  ufe  the  an- 
cient and  ilill  common  fort  pf  fledges  and  carts. — A  fn^all 

village 


^  CnUtr^ 


W7 


▼illftge  was  begun  tt  Calder  fome  years  ago,  but  not  im- 
proved to  any  height.  It  may  conjtam  about  a  fcore  of  fa- 
milies, confiftiug  chiefly  of  tradefmen,  labourers,  and  the 
fervanta  who  have  the  charge  of  the  cattle.-^Peat  is  the 
moft  cotnmon  fuel.  Wood,  furze,  broom,  &c.  are  alfo 
ilfed* 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XLiX. 


PARISH    OF    DESKFORD, 

(county    of    BANFF.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Walter  Chalmers. 


Name^  Situation^  Surface^  i^c. 

A  GcoRDiKG  to  fome,  Dei/b  fignifies  a  **  Linn  or  Lake/* 
'^^  As  there  is  a  fmall  linn  formed  hj  a  water-fall,  a  lit- 
tle to  die  north  of  the  village,  Deikford  may  fignifj  the 
ford  near  the  linn*  According  to  others,  Deji/ord  is  a  cor- 
ruption from  Che/sfuref  which  fignifies  "  a  cold  fouth,"  or 
a  *'  cold  place  to  the  fouthward."  TThis  alfo  anfwers  to 
the  fituation  of  the  pariih,  as  it  lies  fouth  from  the  fea,  and 
varies  confiderablj  in  climate  from  the  conntry  along  the 
coail.  The  worthy  and  ingenious  Mr  Lawtie,  minifler  of 
Fordjcfr,  thinks  Deikford  a  corruption  from  Decius's  Fort 
His  opinion  is  founded  upon  a  belief,  that  there  was  a 
Roman  ftation  in  the  parifli  *.    Deikford  was  originally  a 

part 

*  Mr  Lawtie  has  formed  this  opinion  from  Roman  coins  found  at  Deik- 
ford ;  remains  of  fofl^  and  roads ;  fimiiarity  of  fituation  to  (lations  in 
England ;  ezaft  diflance  between  it  and  the  ftation  at  Rothes  (Tuiffis) 
as  mentioned  in  Richard'a  Itinerary ;  ancient  bridge  over  Spey  on  this 
road ;  ancient  name  of  the  water  of  Deflcford  (Cullan)  which  is  not  more 
different  from  Selina  (Deikford)  than  Ituna  (now  Fyvie)  from  Ithen 
J£faca  (now  Brechin)  from  Eiki  Derana  (now  Aberdeen)  from  Dee^  frc* 
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pturt  o|r  the  patifh  of  Fordjce^  and.  was  included  in  CuUen, 
when  that,  paiiih  was  disjoined  from  Fordyce;  bnt  the 
precife  period  when  Deikford  was.ereded  into  a  fepsurate 
pariih  from  CuUen  is  not  diftindlj  known.  It  appears 
from  a  decreet  of  flipend  for  Fordjce,  ,that  the  Union  fub* 
fifled  in  the  jear  1618.  The  pariih  of  Defkford  lies  in 
the  preftjterj  of  Fordjce,  and  Synod  of  Aberdieen.  It 
is  bounded  upon  the  W.  and  N.  by  the  pariih  of  Ruth- 
ven,  on  the  N*  £•  and  £.  by.Fordyce,  andl  on  the  S.  and 
S.  W.  bjr  Grange.  Its  l^gth  from-  N.  to  S.Vpay  be  a- 
bput  5  F^ngUih  miles  ;  its  breadth  from  E.  to  W.  variabley 
but  the  greateft  about  3  miles.  The  form  of  the  pariih  is 
that  of  a  ilrath,  havii^g  hills  on  the  Y,.  and  W*  and  a  fmall 
opening  to  the  S.  and  N.  The  fields,  lie  in  a  iloping  di- 
redion  from  the  hills  towards  a  fmall  river  or  burn,  which 
runs  in  the  hollow,  and  has  its  banks  covered  with  a  va- 
riety  of  natural  wood.  From  fprings  in  the  hiUs  on  each 
iide  of  the  ilrath,  defcend  through  the  fields  various  rivu- 
letSy  which  empty  themfelvf^  into  the  bum,  and  which  are 
\;>eautifully  edged  with  natural  wood.  In  many  of  theCe 
rivulets  are  water-falls,  which,  in  fummer  floods  and  win- 
ter  thaws,  defcend  through  the  trees  with  great  impetuofity, 
and  exhibit  many  romantic  and  pidurefque  fcenes. 

Hills, — ^Upon  the  £.  fide  of  the  ilrath  is  the  Green  Hill, 
which  was  formerly  a  commonty  to  the  tenants,  and  af- 
forded a  rough  kind  of  pafhire.  The  late  Earl  of  Find- 
later,  who  was  the  patron  of  farming,  of  manufa6lures,  and 
of  every  meafure  that  tended  to  the  improvement  of  his 
country,  tried  to  bring  it  into  culture.  With  this  view,  it 
was  indofed  and  divided  with  ditch  and  hedge,  belts  of 
Scotch  fir  and  alder  planted,  and  a  complete  fet  of  farm- 
^ou£bs  built  \  but  ^ter  confiderable  expence;  and  repeated 

trials, 


^  Sttittfiittd  Accouhi 

» •     •  •  '  ^ 

crlals;'  his  Lor dfliip  w^  dMcctorafged. '  The  Wetk  fltimiod/ 

•    •     •  •  •  » 

the  bad  eacpofare,  the  wetneis  of  foil,  owing  to  a  pan  be- 
Death  it,  prevented  the  crops  from  filling  and  ripening. 
The  inclofures  are  n<>w  let  Uitnually  for  {{aftare.  Tho 
hedges,  by  great  care  and  attention,  thrive  in  fome  places ; 
bat  the  'planting  in  the  belts  does  n6t  promife'to  fucceed. 
The  prefent  Earl  of  Findlatet,  about*  lo  Jreats  ago,  made 
trial*  (Jf  the  larix  fir  in  one  of  the  incbfores  to  N.  E.  Ir 
thrives  at  prefent,  and'  g^ves  encouragement  to  proceed  in 
planting  under  its  flielter.  Upon  the"  W.  fide  of  the  ftrath, 
is  a  hilf  called  Did  MorS^  which  affords,  at  a  moderate  di- 
ftance,  a  plentiful  fuppljr  of  excellent  peat  and  turf.  The 
late  Earl  of  Findlater  parcelled  out  the  Ikirts  of  this 
hill  into  fmall  Ibts,  and  let  them  at  a  low  rent ;  but  the 
people  are  poor,  'ihd^*  their' ithprovements  not  fubftan- 
tial. 

Soil  and  Produce. — ^The  foil,  along  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Strath,  is  generally  a  loam,  with  a  bottom  of  (Irong  deep 
clayVand  produces  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas,  beans,  and  good 
crops  of  hay.  Towards  the  hills,  it  is  a  light  black  foil, 
and  under  it,  an  obAinate  pan.  Owing  to  this  pan,  in  fome 
places,  and  the  clay  bottom  in  others,  the  fields  retain  the 
rains  Ion gj  which  cir cum  (lance  retards  the  labour  in  the 
fpring,  aiid  renders  the  crops  late,  efpecially  in  rainy  feafons. 
In  favourable  feafons,  the  tenants  fell  confiderable  quantities 
of  barley  and  oats  to  merchants  in  Portfoy,  who  export 
them  generally  to  the  fouth  frith.  In  the  parifh,  there 
are  fputs  of  mociiili  and  wafte  ground,  which  might  be  im- 
proved  to  adv in.' ge.  One  of  confiderable  extent  adjoin* 
ing  to  a  farm,  \r\^  been  lately  trenched  and  drained,  at  the 
expence  of  1 1.  heritor.  This  is  a  fubflantial  and  advan- 
tageous moeic  of  improvement.     It  not  only  gives  bread 

to 
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to  the  induftrious,  and  beautifies  the  face  of  the  countrj, 
bat  perhaps  proves  more  lucrative  to  the  landholder^  than 
an  extenfion  of  property.     In  the  lower  grounds,  the  foil 
feems  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  growth  of  planting ;  and 
had   the  famous   Dr  Johnfon  direSed   his   tour  through 
Deikfordj  and  deigned  to  pull  down  the  blinds  of  his  car- 
riage *y  he  would  have  fcen  man j  trees  not  unwo^thj  of 
attention  from  the  mod  prejudiced  Engliih  traveller.     In 
an  orchard  adjoining  to  an  ancient  caftle,  there  is  particu* 
larlj  an  ajh-tree,  which  meafures  in  girth  24  feet  5!  inches. 
It  is  called  St  John's  tree,  from  its  vicinity  to  a  chapel  of 
that  name^  to  be  afterwards  mentioned.     There  is  another 
a(h  in  the  fame  orchard,  which  meafures  in  girth  12  feet 
3^^  inches,  having  a  fliank  20  feet  high,  of  nearly  the  fame 
dimenfions.    This  afh  is  called  Young  St  John.     There  i» 
alfo  a  holly  tree,  perhaps  the  largeft  of  its  fpecies  in  thi» 
country.     It  meafures,  at  the  diftance  of  2  feet  from  the, 
ground,  8  feet  4^  inches  in  girth.     In  feveral  places  of  the 
pari(h,  hedges  have  been  planted  \  and  they  alfo  thrive  a«  / 
mazingly,  when  they  receive  proper  care  and  attention.— « 
There  is  a  quarry  of  limeftone  at  Craibftown,  which  yields 
lime  fuperior  in  flrength  and  colour  to  any  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.    It  is  confequently  in  great  requefi,  and  afibrdd 
a  profitable  ermployment  to  many  of  the  tenants,  in  fum<( 
mer  and  autumn. 

* 

Churchy  and  ancient  Cajihs, "^Thert  is  no  date  ttpon  tho 
church  'y  one  pew  in  it  bears  1627,  another  1630.  It  is  £«• 
tuated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ifarath,  and,  like  the  ge- 
nerality of  chi^rches  in  this  country,  i^  gloomy  and  mrfera- 
bly  furniihed. — Clofe  by  it  is  an  old  caftle,  called  the  Tower 
•  Vol.  IV.  Zz  of 

*  It  ii  faid  the  Dwilor  drew  up  the  blindi  of  hU   cudagt  in  ptfltng 
thruug!)  Cxillen. 
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of  Deikford,  and  faid  to  have  been  built  bj  the  Sinclak^ 
who  were  the  immediate  predeceflbrs  of  the  Ogilvies  in 
the  property  of  the  lordihip  of  Deikford.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a  pretty  fpacioos  buildings  in  the  form  of  a  court; 
but  there  now  remains  only  one  room's  length,  vaulted  be- 
low, with  3  ftoreys  and  a  garret.  It  bears  no  date. — Ad- 
joining to  this  tower,  there  was  formerly  a  chapel,  called 
St  John's  Chapel,  upon  one  of  the  walls  of  which  there 
is  an  infcription,  bearing  the  name  of  Alexander  Ogilvie, 
with  the  Pgilvies  arras  and  motto,  and  dated  155 1.^— About 
a  mile  to  the  S»  of  the  chureh,  Hands  the  caftle  of  Skuth^ 
but  of  late  years  become  ruinous.  It  is  delightfully  iituated 
upon  an  eminence  rifing  from  the  burn,  having  a  peep  of 
the  fea,  and  an  exteniive  view  of  the  firath.  On  each  fide 
are  water-falls  from  the  hiU,  defcending  between  rocks  and 
fertile  fields,  beautifully  interfperfed  with  natural  wood. 
This  ruin  is  a  ftriking  objeft  to  paiTengers,  and  a  beautiful 
villa  to  the  furrdunding  inhabitants. 

Man/e, — The  manfe  and  offices,  with  ilated  roofs,  were 
built  about  5  years  agOr  The  heritor  gave  a  liberal  al- 
lowance, indulged  the  incumbent  with  his  own  plan,  and 
every  accommodation  he  could  defire ;  and  had  the  under- 
taker done  his  duty,  it  would  have  been  perhaps  a  model 
of  abundant  and  genteel  accommodation ;  but  the  work,  in 
every  department,  is  infufficiently  executed.  Such  inflances 
are  too  common,  and  they  are  exceedingly  diilreiling,  both 
to  heritors  and  minifiers.  The  heritors  jufUy  complain  of 
the  hardship  of  incurring  new  expence,  after  recent  and 
liberal  expenditure  ;  and  minifiers  muft  daily  feel  the  grie- 
vance of  inhabiting  houfes  that  will  not  defend  wind  and 
rain.  Necefiitated  to  apply  for  repairs,  they  are  confidered 
as  troublefome,  and  fometimes  loaded  with  much  unjuft 
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-and  illiberal  abufe.  With  a  view  to  remedy  thele  evils, 
along  with  the  contraftor,  an  overfeer  ^ould  be  appointed, 
iwbo  ought  carefiillj  to  infped  the  materials,  and  have  a 
ifratchful  eye  over  the  work  in  all  its  ftages.  At  leaft,  if  this 
is  objefted  to,  it  ought  to  be  a  claufe  in  the  contradl,  that  the 
work  b  not  to  be  judged  of,  nor  the  contrad  difcharged, 
imtil  the  houfes  have  been  inhabited 'for  12  months. 

Stipend^  Glebe^  School^  Poor,  ISc. — The  glebe  is  about  4 
acres  arable,  including  the  garden,  with  about  i^  acres  of 
grais-ground.  The  prefent  (lipend  is  L.  44  :  15  :  3-^  Ster- 
ling of  money,  with  24  bolls  i  firlot  of  barley,  and  t^e 
fame  quantity  of  meal  at  8  s.  the  boll.  The  Earl  of  Find- 
later  is  patron  of  the  church,  and  fole  proprietor  of  the  pa- 
rifli. — The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  2  :  i  :  8  Sterling  of 
money,  payable  by  the  heritor,  and  about  9  bolls  3  firlots 
of  meal  payable  by  the  tenants.  In  fuqimer  there  are 
generally  about  30  fcholars. — The  number  of  poor  pre- 
sently on  the  roll  is  32.  This  uncommonly  great  number 
may  be  owing  to  the  abundance  of  excellent  mofs,  which 
has  induced  them  to  fettle  in  its  vicinity.  The  funds  be- 
longing to  them  are,  the  interefl  at  5  per  cent,  of  L,  1000 
Scotch,  the  weekly  coUe&ions,  which  may  amount  to  L.  8 
Sterling  a-year,  and  6  bolls  of  meal  given  annually  by 
the  heritor.  Thefe  afford  only  a  fcanty  fupply ;  but  ma- 
ny of  tKe  women  are  able  to  earn  fome thing  by  fpinning 
flax,  and  th«  men  by  day-labour,  fo  that  fewif  any  of 
them  beg. 

Population, — The  return  to  Dr  Webftcr,  about  46  years 
ago,  was  940,  At  prefent  the  number  6i  inhabitants  is 
752.     Males,  .  .  -  359 

Females,  -  -  -  393 

jieads  of  families,  •  -  -  268 

Children 


^64  Statijlical  Account 

•  # 

Children  above  8  yoftrs,  •*  *  171 

Children  under  8  years*  ...  X45 

Male  fervants,  ...  63 

Female  fervants^  ^  -  -  44 

Weavers,  .  .  .  jg 

Shoemaket)5|  -.  .  -  8 

Tailors,  .  .  ^  4 

Wrights,  -  -  -  a 

Cart  and  Plough  Wrights,  ^      ^  -  2 

Wheel  Wrights,  ...  a 

Mafons,  -  -  '  *  -  .3 

Blackfmiths,  -  •  -  a 

There  are  46  peffons  an  the  parifii  who  do  not  tfroperly 
belong  to  any  of  the  preceding  defcriptions.  Tnere  are 
2  Roman  Catholics  \  all  the  reft  Preft)yterians»  The  pre- 
vailing fumames  in  the  pariih  are  Reid  and  Lawtence. 
Of  each  there  are  9  families.  The  decreafe  of  inhabitaats 
may  be  accounted  for  from  there  having  been  formerly  a' 
great  number  of  crofters  and  fubtenants  in  the  pariib,  who 
fubfifted  chiefly  by  manufaduring  limeftone.  Since  that 
time,  many  of  the  crofts  have  been  added  to  the  adjacent 
farms,  and  the  tenants  reftri&ed  to  i,  2  or  3  fubfcts,  ac* 
cording  to  the  extent  of  their  pofTeflions.  A  reftri&ion 
jln  the  manufaduring  of  lime  alfo  fucceeded,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  too  rapid  confumption  of  mofs.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  mud  have  occaiioned  the  removal  of  feveral 
families  from  the  pariib* 

State  of  Farmings  ^r.— -Improvements  in  farming  are 
making  fome  progrefs.  This  horfe-hoeing  huftandry  haa 
of  late  been  introduced  with  fiicceis.  There  were  about 
90,000  cabbages  managed  in  this  way  laft  feafon.  It  ia 
ppmputed  there  were  150  acres  in  fown  grafs,  30  in  tur- 

nip, 
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nips,  13  in  potatoes,  and  10  in  list.  Thou^  the  foil  ,vx 
many  places  feems  favourable  for  the  growth  of  iUocy 
it  has  not  :bitherto  been  extenfiTely  cultivated.  The  pat- 
tie  are  of  the  Scotch  breed,  but  coafiderablj  improved  ia 
iute  by  the  culture  of  green  crops.  Thefe  ace  oonfumed 
in  rearing  youi^  cattle,  which,  from  the  fituati(Hi  of  the 
country,  is  found  more  profitable,  tfaan  in  fattening  thoiie 
that  are  grown.  There  are  not  many  ibeep,  the  pafiure 
being  much  confined  by  the  improvements  in  the  biUs 
formerly  mentioned,  and  what  remains  boi^  wet,  is  ra- 
ther againft  their  profperity.  Some  of  the  Englifli  bre.ed, 
and  of  a  crofs  breed  from  them,  are  paftured  upon  the 
farms.  Thofe  which  pafture  on  Ihe  hills  are  of  «  trery 
imall  fize.  The  fisurms  are  fmall ;  the  largeft  not  exceed- 
ing xoo  acres  arable,  and  the  generality  from  30  to  60 
acies.  The  sent  varies  from  L.  i,  los.  to  2  s.  the  acre. 
The  average  may  be  9  s.  the  apre.  The  leafes  are  gene- 
rally for  19  years,  a  term  by  far  too  (bort  for  fpirited  ex-  * 
ertion  and  fuUtantial  improvement.  The  generality  of 
the  houfes  are  poor  and  uncomfortable  ;  and  no  allowance 
granted  for  meliorations.  There  are  %  meaL-miUs  and  z 
lint-mill  in  the  pariih.  The  real  rent  is  computed  to  be 
L.  1000  Sterling  a*year,  including  money,  viAual  and  cu- 
fioms. 

BUschfidd.^  In  the  north  end  of  the  poriih,  there  is  a 
bleachfield,  rented  by  a  manufafturer  in  Cullen,  of  about 
10  acres  in  extent.  At  this  field  there  arc  whitened  year- 
ly about  1 50c  pieces  of  cloth,  and  1700  fpindles  of  thread 
and  yarn.  Owing  to  a  deficiency  of  water,  the  machinery 
is  fi:equently  wrought  by  horfes. 

t 

Servictsj^t  is  relnSa^tly  to  be  obferved,  that  the  te* 
9ants  are  bound  to  perform  many  fervices,  fuch  as  cafting, 

winning 
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wiiining  and  kading  peats,  ploughing  and  harrowing,  ma- 
king hay,  catting  down  corns,  and  various  carriages.  Thefe 
fervices,  though  not  exafted  with  rigour,  are  detrimental 
to  the  intereft  of  the  tenant,  and  confequentlj  to  that  of 
the  landholder,  Thej  ofteti  occafion  interruptions  to  ur- 
gent domeftic  concerns,  fometimes  prevent  the  feafonable 
cultivation  of  the  fields,  and  not  unfrequentlj  hazard  the 
fafetjof  their  produce.  It  is  aftoniihing,  that  heritors, 
in  man  J  refpeds  liberal  minded  and  indulgent  to  their  te- 
nants, (till  continue  this  pernicious  veflige  of  feudal  flave- 

Wages  and  Prfees.'^Tbit  wages  of  fervants  *  have  in» 

*  creafed,  are  increafing,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  farmer^ 

*  ought  to  be  diminiihed/  A  capable  ploughman  receives 
from  L.  6  to  L.  7  ;  aa  inferior  man-fervant  L.  5  ;  and  a 
female  fervant  L.  2,  a  s.  a-jear.  Thefe  gains  are  not  now» 
as  formerly,  laid  up  for  future  .fupport  and  provifion,  but 
generally  expended  upon  drefs,  the  defire  of  which  has.ob- 

'  tained  great  prevalence  among  them  within  thefe  few 
years.  The  following  wages  are  given  to  other  labourers 
a-day  -:  To  a  man  for  cafting  peats,  i  s.  without  viduals, 
in  harveft,  to  a  man  10  d.  and  to  a  woman  6  d.  with 
viftuals ;  to  a  day-labourer  6  d.  with  vi&uals  ;  to  a  mafon 
IS.  2d.;  to  a  common  wright  8  d. ;  and  to  a  tailor  6  d. 
with  vi£faials.  The  prices  of  provifions  hav^  increafed  very 
confiderably  within  thefe  30  years.  A  hen,  formerly 
bought  for  4  d.  now  gives  from  6  d.  to  8  d. ;  beef  and 
mutton  fdl  from  24 d.  to  3J-d.  the  pound;  haddocks, 
which  fold  within  thefe  five  years  at  2d.  the  dozen, 
now  give  from  8  d.  to  i  s.  This  great  and  fudden  rife  in 
value,  is  faid  to  be  owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  haddocks  along 
this  coaft  for  two  years  paft.   Butter  feHs  from  6  d.  to  8  d. 
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the  pound,  14  ounces;  and  cheefe  from  43.  to  5s.  the 
ftone  weight. 

i{oa/2r.— There  are  2  principal  roads  in  the  pariih.  Like 
the  generality  of  roads  in  this  countrj,  thej  have  been 
formed  originally  by  far  too  narrow ;  are  not  kept  in  pro- 
per  repair ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  are  very  un« 
comfortable  to  travellers,  efpecially  in  winter  and  wet 
feafons.  They  are  wrought  in  fpring  and  autumn  by 
ftatute-labour^  which  the  people  undertake  with  reludance, 
and  perform  without  care.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  levy  the  money  along  with  the  rents,  and  to  employ 
labourers,  under  dire&ion  of  an  attentive  and  capable  over- 
feer»  during  the  fummer  feafon. 

Mifceltaneous  Obfervations. — ^The  people  are  in  general 
fober,  induftrious,  and  regular  in  behaviour.  There  Is 
but  one  ale-houfe  in  the  pariih,  and  which  is  little  fre- 
quented. Though  not  rich,  feveral  of  them  are  fubftan- 
tial  in  their  ftations.  The  late  unfavourable  feafons,  with 
the  confequent  failure  of  crops,  have  reduced  their  circum- 
fiances  in  fome  inftances.  Perhaps  a  total  abolition  of  fer- 
Tices,  an  ezteniion  of  their  leafes,  and  an  allowance  for 
building  neat  and  comfortable  houfes,  would  tend  to  me- 
liorate their  fituation.  In  confequence  of  their  fobnety 
and  regularity,  the  people  are  prolific  and  long-lived.  The 
wife  of  one  of  the  elders  brought  him  lately  3  daughters 
at  one  birth,  who  are  all  alive,  and  doing  well.  There 
are  3  families  confiding  of  eight  children  each,  and  feve- 
ral of  7  and  of  6.  '  The  lafl  minifter  died  about  zo  years 
ago,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age ;  and  there  are  now  living 
in  the  parifli  one  woman  aged  91,  another  89,  and  a  man 
88.— The  pariih  of  Delkford  is  a  fpot  univerfally  admired, 
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on  account  of  its  natural  beauties  and  ancient  caftles. 
Its  vicinity  to  the  fea,  and  various  internal  advantages, 
particularly  water,  wood,  mois  and  lime,  render  it  one  of 
the  beft  tracks  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
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l^AltlSH    ot    PITTENWEEM, 

(CQUNtY   OF    FIFE.) 


By  tbi  Riv.  Mr  Jamxs  Nairhe. 


Namif  Siifudiwii  SaOf  Ait^  lici 

THIS  pariih  is  fituited  in  the  prefbytery  of  St  An- 
drew's, and  Synod  of  Fife. .  There  is  no  doubt  that 
toal  was,  in  old  times,  wrought  where  the  town  now  ftands; 
and  in  the  town  there  is  a  large  cove,  anciently  called  a 
nt>€im.  The  pits  produced  by  the  working  of  the  coal,  and 
the  ftriking  natural  objeft  of  the  core  or  weem,  may  faavt 
given  birth  to  the  name  of  the  parifh.  Whether  Pit« 
tenweem  originally  was  a  pariih  or  not,  is  uncertain. 
The  eictent  of  the  pariih  is  about  an  Englilh  mile  and  a 
quarter  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  It  is 
bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Anflruther-Wefter  on  the  £. ; 
by  the  fame  and  Cambee  on  the  N. ;  and  by  St  Monance  on 
the  W. ;  the  frith  of  Forth  bounds  it  on  the  3.  The  grounds 
in  the  pariih  are  flat;  the  foil  is  in  general  black  and 
loamy,  and  very  fertile ;  the  air  is  dry  and  healthy ;  the 
water  remarkably  foft,  while  that  of  the  neighbouring 
towns  is  hard  and  brackiih.  The  moil  prevalent  diilemper 
Vot4  IV.  3  A  among 
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tmoog  the  inhabitantSi  is  the  phtbiJU  putmoncdUi  or  cea« 

fumption.      ( 

Fijb^  Shippings  i^c* — The  filh  caught  here  have  of  late 
years  been  in  much  fmaUer  number  than  formerlj. 
Qiiantities  are  fometimes  fenc  to  the  Edinburgh  market* 
Within  thefe  few  months,  a  plan  was  formed  for  catching 
torbot  with  nets,  and  fo  getting  them  alive  to  fend  up  to 
London ;  but  the  trials  have  not  been  as  yet  very  fuccefs- 
fill.  A  confiderable  Quantity  of  lobfters  are  caught  here 
ilid  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  fent  to  London* — The  people 
here  are  generally  fond  of  a  feafaring  life,  but  few  have 
entered  the  navy  as  volunteers.  Tney  in  general  difcover 
an  averiion  to  the  army,  and  I  do  not  think  more  than  2 . 
or  3  from  the  pariih  t^ave  iDlifted  daring  the  lalt  30  years. 
At  prefent  the  number  of  boats  is  only  j,  and  of  veflek  4. 
From  a  record  of  the  town,  it  appears  that  prior  to  1629, 
the  ihipping  here  was  confiderable.  From  chs^t  year  to  the 
1645,  the  town  fuffered  grea4y  in  that  article.  .It  appears 
from  that  record,  that  there  belonged  at  lead  to  the  town 
ta  fail  of  large  veflels  >  all  of  which  were  either  taken  by 
the  enemy,  wrecked,  or  fold  in  confequence  of  the  death 
of  the  commanders  a^d  mariners  at  the  battle  of  Kilfy  th. 

Coaly  ISc. — ^The  whole  furface  of  the  pariih  is  iiipppfed 
to  cover  a  continued  field  of  co^,  whi^  lies  in  a  v^y  ex- 
traordinary way,  firft  taking  one  diredion,  then  a  contrary 
pne,  with  dif&rent  dipps.  The  property  of  it  \>eloug9  tp 
Sir  John  Anilruther.  When  it  began  to  be  wrppgbt  fs 
uncertain.  It  is  believed  tQ  have  been  wrought  hy  Oliver 
Cromwell,  who  took  pofleffion  of  the  Earl  of  Kelly's  eftate; 
of  which  it  then  formed  apart ;  and  a  pit  is  iUll  to.  be  £eeii» 
that  goes  by  the  n^e  of  Crom well's  pit.  In  paft  times» 
a^  mudi  coal  was  taken  out  as  could  be  procut^d  )fitiK>ut 
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ft.  fire  eogiae.  After  the  working  had  been  long  difcon- 
tinned.  Sir  John  Anftruther,  about  20  years  ago,  eredled  a 
fire  engine,  and  has  fince  that  period  put  out.  an  innBeafe 
quantity  of  coal,  and  made  ialt  to  a  large  extent.  'There 
are  9  falt-pans.  The  average  ezpence  for  the  coal  and  fait 
working  is  about  L.  50  weekly.  The  colliers  are  all  free, 
ftand  engaged  by  the  year,  and  are  paid  in  proportion  to 
the  work  they  refpe£tively  perform.  A  good  and  labo« 
xiotts  collier  wUl  earn  about  18  s.  a-week. 

Population — According  to  Dr  Webfler,  the  number  was 
939.  At  prefent  it  b  1 1 5  7,  all  reliding  in  the  town,  except  4 
families.  Males,  541;  females,  616;  that  is,  nearly  30 
females  for  17  males.  The  difproportion  between  the  nuni« 
ber  of  males  and  females,  may  be  owing  to  a  number  of 
the  youiig  men  betaking  themfelves  to  a  feafaring  life ; 
and  there  being  no  Slipping  here,  although  there  is  a  fea- 
port,  many  of  them  fix  the  refidence  for  their  families  at 
the  places  from  whence  they  fail,  and  fo  ceafe  to  appear  asl 
the  parilh-roU.  Befides,  ho  manufadures  being  carried  -on 
^xn  this  place  and  neighbourhood,  induces  another  clais  of 
young  men  to  repair  to  thofe  towns  where  manufadqres  flou* 
rifh,  and  to  fettle  there.  The  females  are  generally  fia- 
tionary.  Xhe  average  of  births  is  37,  of  deaths  25  ;  from 
which  it  appears,  that  multiplying  births  by  26,  and  deaths 
by  36,  will  produce  numbers  that  would  fall  ihort  of  the 
aflual  population. 

From  1684  to  1690,  the  average  of  births  is         •        43 
From  1699  to  1 7b9,  -  -  -  334- 

From  1709  to  1719,  -  .  -  34 

From  17x9  to  1729,  -  .  38J 

From  1729  to  1739,  -  -  "  -  30^ 

From  1739  *^  '74^>  -  -  -  a8 

From  1751  to  X762,  «.  «  »  ax 

From 
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From  1761  to  r  77i»  Ae  average  of  births  is         -         aa 
From  1771  to  1780,  -  -         .     -  30 

From  1780  to  1790,  -  -  -  37 

From  this  it  appears,  that  the  population  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  century  was  greater  than  at  predent,  and  was  doable 
what  it  was  at  the  middle  of  the  current  century.  The 
&ilure  of  the.herringofiihing,  and  of  the  French  and  Eaft 
Country  trade,  diminiflied,  and  the  erefiion  of  Sir  John 
Anfiruther's  coal  and  fait  works  has  increafed  the  popula* 
lion.  The  average  of  marriages  is  7. 
The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age,  is  -  260 
From  10  to  20,  ...  200 

From  ao  to  50,  -  -  •  439 

From  50  to  7O9  -  •  -  224 

From  70  to  90,  -  -  -  34 

The  number  of  handicraftfmen,  is  -  -         78 

■  ■  Of  apprentices,  -  -  15 

■  Of  feameo,  *  -  72 
p  ■  Of  filhermen,  -  -  12 
■■  Of  miners  and  colliers,  «  36 
w  Of  houfehold  fervants,  *              -         49 

•         Of  labouring  fervants,  -  1% 

■  ■■  ■  Of  perfons   born  in  England,    and  the 

Britiih  colonies,  -  -         -         xq 

■'     ■     '  Of  perfons  born  in  other  parilhes,  about    400 

.!■  Of  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  -  1094 

— — —  Of  Sccedcre,  -  -  ixo 

■.■  Of  Epifcopals,  -  -  -  23 

The  population  has  increafed  very  confideraUy  within  tbefe 
^5  years,  owing  to  the  colliery  and  falt-works.  The  pro* 
portion  between  the  annual  births  and  whole  population, 
^  as  I  to  31 ;  between  the  annual  marriages  and  whole 
population^  as  i  to  165  *,  between  the  annual  deaths  and 
wM^  population,  as  z  to  46 ;  between  bacb«locs  and  mar- 
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mett,  (meanmg  bj  a  bachelor,  z  man  at  the  age  of 
95,  and  a  houfeholder},  as  z  to  i8.  Marriages,  at  an  a- 
verage,  produce  about  4  children.  The  number  of  inha- 
bited houfes  is  185,  and  the  average  of  inhabitants  for  each 
exceeds  6,  and  does  not  reach  7. 

Jigriculiuri.'^oxmetlj  the  whole  lands  in  the  pariih 
were  employed  in  raifing  com.  Two-thirds  of  the  ground 
was  (own  with  rough  bear,  and  the  remaining  third  with 
wheat,  oats,  peas  and  beans.  Still  a  larger  proportion  of 
bear  and  barley  is  fown  than  of  any  other  grain.  Of  late 
years  green  crops  have  been  introduced.  Fields  are  laid 
down  with  clover  and  rye-gnds;  cabbages  and  kail  are 
raifed  in  the  fields,  for  winter  food.  The  average  rent  of 
lands  may  be  L.  i,  i  j  s.  an  acre.  For  the  beft,  L.  ;^  :  X2  :  5 
is  paid.  The  land  is  generally  not  inclofed,  and  the  rent 
is  fuch,  that  the  proprietors  imagine  the  increafe  would  not 
be  a  fufficient  compeniation  for  the  expence  of  inclofing^ 

Stipend^  Churchy  Poor,  IJc. — The  value  of  the  living, 
including  the  glebe,  and  converting  the  vi^al  at  1  o  s.  the 
boll  (which  is  rather  a  low  converfion)  is  L.  82,  The 
patron  is  Sir  John  Anftruther.  When  the  church  was 
built  is  uncertain.  It  certainly  was  not  originally  intend- 
ed for  a  church.  Concerning  it  there  are  two  traditions, 
one  of  which  is,  that  it  was  fome  of  the  doifters  of  an 
abbey,  and  the  other,  that  it  was  the  large  barn  or  gra- 
nary where  the  corns  of  the  abbey  were  depofited, 
which  lafi  iieems  probable.  The  manfe  was  built  about 
the  1720,  and  received  reparations  afterwards.  There  ate 
22  proprietors,  7  of  thefe  are  communities,  viz.  3  kirk- 
£effions,  2  fea  and  2  trade  focieties  y  xo  of  the  heritors  re- 
$de  in  the  burgh.^^The  nuipber  ^f  poor  in  the  pariih  is 
^rqportionaUy  great.    At  the  two  laft  general  diftriba- 

tions^ 
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tions,  upwards  of  60  received  charitj.  The  fimds  fot 
their  fupport,  arifing  from  fends  imd  weekly  coUediooSi 
are  from  L.  50  to  L.  60  Sterling  yeavlT*.  '^^  failors 
have  a  fand^  confiderably  above  L.  xoo  a-year^  for  the 
fopport  oi  their  own  poor.  They  are  able  to  make  a 
very  decent  provifion  for  the  widows,  both  of  ihipmaflerSy 
and  of  common  mariners.  This  fociety  obtained  about  6 
years  ago  a  royal  charter.  The  trades  have  Hkewife  t 
fubd  for  their  poor,  which  I  believe  is  about  L.  ao  a-year. 
There  are  other  two  charitable  focieties,  but  they  are  ftiU 
in  infancy,  and  their  annual  produce  is  inconfiderable,  but 
from  the  nature  of  them  they  muft  grow*  One  of  thefe 
focieties  is  formed  by  the  people  conneded  with  the  col- 
liery. This  feems  to  be  a  moft  laudable  and  humane  in- 
fiitution,  as  accidents  often  happen  at  collieries,  and  it 
were  to  be  wiihed  that  it  generally  obtained  at  all  public 
works. 

Pricfs  and  Wages 4 — ^The  prices  of  provifions  are  nearly* 
doubled  within  chefe  30  years.^  Beef,  veal,  mutton,  Iamb 
and  pork,  are  generally  fold  at  4  d.  the  lb.  \  geefe,  at  2  s. 
6d.;  ducks  atSd. ;  hens  atxid. ;  and  rabbits  at  3d.; 
butter  is  generally  8  d.  the  lb. ;  grain  is  generally  4  s.  the 
boll  below  the  Mid  Lothian  fiars.  The  fuel  made  ufe  of 
is  coal,  and  the  price  of  400  weight  is  i  s.  3  d.  carriage  in* 
eluded.  The  wages  of  domeftic  female  fervants  are  gene* 
rally  *L.  2,  los.  a-year. 

Mifcellaneous  Oifirvationj. ''^Tht  people  in  general  are 
eeconomical.  Land  is  often  changing  proprietors,  and  the 
general  price  is  I5  years  purchafe.  The  people  do  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  fociety,  and  are  contented  with  their 
iituation.— The  roads  in  the  parlih  are  very  indifierent. 

They 
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They  ate  kept  ia  repair  by  the  ftatttte-la]>o|ir,  which  k 
generally  commuted.  Lalt  fef&on  of  Parliament  pafled  a 
bill  for  turnpike  roads  in  Fife^  and  the  great  road  from  £• 
to  W.  will  palfi  along  by  this  towu. — Kelp  i$  made  here, 
and  the  average  quantity  is  8  ^tops  yearly.— The  ifland  of 
Mey,  where  a  light  is  regularly  kept,  was  a  part  of  the 
priory,  and  is  in  the  lordihip  of  Pittenweem. — The 
principal  bay  neareft  this  is  L^go  Bay,  and  the  fafei} 
harbour  is  Ely,  2  miles  farther  « up  the  frith  than 
Pittenweem.r— One  of  the  fleet  of  the  Spanifh  Armada 
came  to  this  coaft  in  great  diftrefs,  and  put  in  to  the 
harbour  of  AaftmUier  EaQejr,  where  the  people  were 
bofpitably  treated. — ^In  the  year  1779,  Paul  Jones,  with 
his  little  fquadron,  lay  for  feveral  hours  off  this  harbour, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  ihore*  The  pilot  and  bis 
crew  went  off,  believing  they  were  Britifli  ihips,  and 
requefted  fome  powder,  which  was  given*  The  crew  were 
permitted  immediately  to  return,  but  the  pilot  was  detain* 
ed,  trefited  very  uncivilly,  and  was  not  iet  at  liberty,  un- 
til after  the  engagement  Paul  Jones  had  with  our  fleets*— 
There  is  a  limeftone  loch  to  the  weilward  of  the  town, 
which  produces  a  confiderable  quantity  of  lime  annually,-— 
Xhe  cove  or  weem  within  the  burgh  is  fituated  half  wky 
between  the  beach  and  an  old  abbey.  It  is  large  and  ca« 
pacious,  confining  of  2  apartments.  At  the  further  end 
of  the  inner  one,  there  is  a  well  of  excellent  vater.  At 
the  junfiion  of  the.  two  apartments,  there  is  a  ftone-flair, 
which  carried  you  up  a  little  way  to  a  fubterraneous 
paSage,  which  led  to  the  abbey,  where  was  another  ilair, 
which  landed  in  the  great  dining  hall  of  the  abbey.  The 
two  flairs  itill  remain ;  but  of  late  years  the  fubterraneous 
paffage  was  deftroyed,  by  the  impending  earth  finking, 
fAd  cutting  off  the  commimicaticin.    The  fubterraneous 

paffagc. 
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paflage,  I  think,  might  be  about  50  pards  iis  lengtll* 
— ^Dr  Douglasi  the  prefeiit  Bifhop  of  Saliibiirj,  wa»  bom, 
and  received  the  firft  principles  of  his  education  here.  His 
father  was  in  the  mercantile  line. — Pittenweem  was  con* 
ftituted  a  rojal  burgh,  by  a  charter  from  King  James  V. 
in  X547.  In  the.  town's  charter-cheft  there  are  many  old 
writings,  which  I  cannot  decipher.  The  following  extraft 
from  their  records  I  tranfmit : 

*  Pittenweem f  dicimo^uarto  Feb.  1651* 

'  The  bailies  and  council  being  convened,  and  having  re* 

*  ceived  information  that  his  Majefty  is  to  be  in  progrels 
*'  with  his  court  along  the  coaft  to-morrow,  and  to  ftay  at 
*'  Anftruther  houfe  that  night,  have  thought  it  expedient, 
^  according  to  their  bounden  duty,  with  all  reverence  and 

*  due  refpeft,  and  with  all  the  folemnity  they  can,  to  wait 

*  upon  his  Majefty,  as  he  comes  through  this  his  Majefty*^ 
<  burgh,  and  invite  his  Majefty  to  eat  and  drink  as  he  pafles; 

*  and  for  that  effed,  hath  ordained,  that  the  morn  after- 

*  noon,  the  town's  colours  be  put  upon  the  bertifene  of  the 
'  fteeple,  and  that  at  three  o'clock  the  bells  begin  to  ring, 
'  and  ring  on  ftlU  till  his'  Majefty  comes  hither,  and  pafles 

*  to  Anftruther :  And  ficklike,  that  the  minifter  be  fpdceii 
'  to,  to  be  with  the  bailies  and  council,  who  are  to  be  in 

*  their  beft  apparel,  and  with  them  a  guard  of  twenty-four 

*  of  the  ableft  men,  with  partizans,  and  other  twenty-four 

*  with  mufquets,  all  in  their  beft  apparel,  William  Suther- 
'  land  commanding  as  captain  of  the  guard ;  and  to  wait 
'  upon  hb  Majefty,  and  to  receive  his  Highnefs  at  the  Weft 

*  Port,  bringing  his  Majefty  and  court  through  the  town, 

*  until  they  come  to  Robert  Smith's  yeet,  where  an  table 
'  is  to  be  covered  with  my  Lord's  beft  carpet ;  and  that 
'  George  Hetherwick  have  in  readineia  of  fine  flour,  foroe 

*  great 
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*  great  bttiiosy  and  other  wheat-bread  of  the  beft  order^ 
^  baken  with  fugar,  cannell  and  .other  fpices  fitting;  and 

*  that  Junes  Richatdfon  and  Walt£r  Airth  have  care  to 
'  have  ready  eight  or  ten  gallons  of  good  ftrong  ale,  vrith 

*  Canary,  lack,  Rheniih  wiae^  tent,  white  and  claret  wines^ 
'  that  his  Majefiy  and  his  court  may  eat  and  drink)  and  that 
'  in  the  mean  time,  when  his  Majefty  is  prefent,  the  guard 

*  do  diligently  attend  about  the  court,  and  fo  foon  as  his 

*  Majefty  is  to  go  away,  that  a  fign  be  made  to  Andrew 
^  Tod,  who  is  appointed  to  attend  the  colours  on  the  fteeple 

*  bead,  to  the  effeft  he  may  give  fign  to  thofe  who  attend 
<  the  cannon  of  his  Majefty's  departnre,  and  then  the  haill 
'  thirty-fix  cannons  to  be  all  (hot  at  once.    It  is  alfo  thought 

*  fitting,  that  the  minifier,  and  James  Richardfon  the  oldeft 

*  bailie,  when  his  Majefty  comes  to  the  table,  flxew  the  great 
'  joy  and  fen£e  this  burgh  has  of  his  Majefty's  condefcend-i 
*'ence  to  vifit  the  lame,  with  fome  other  expreflionsof 

*  loyalty.    AH  which  was  aftcd/ 
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PARISH  OF   DUNSE^ 

(county  of  bkrwick*) 


By  the  Rev.  Dr  Robert  Bowmaker. 


i i.ii»  —■■I  ■<■ 


Name,  Situation^  Sj^il  and  Air. 

BERWICKSHIRE  is  noininallj  divided  into  three  diftriSs-*. 
the  IVferfei  Lammermqpr  an4  Lauderdale.  The  Merfe 
18  that  flat  part  of  the  countj,  which  is  bounded  by  the  ri- 
ver Tweed  on  the  S.  and  S.  £• ;  by  part  of  Tiviotdale  and 
Lauderdale  on  the  S.  W.  and  W.  and  by  the  Lammermoor 
hills  on  the  N.  W.  and  N.  with  the  town  of  Berwick  at 
the  eaft  point.  It  is  a  plain  of  at  lead  ^5  miles  from  £.  to 
W.  and  15  from  N.  to  S.  and  takes  the  name  of  Merfe 
from  being  a  border  county.  At  the  head  of  this  plain,, 
and  in  the  very  centre  of  the  county,  ftands  the  town  of 
Dunfe;  encompaifed  on  the  W.  N.  and  £.  by  the  Lammer- 
moor hilb.  Its  name  is  derived  from  the  old  Celtic  word 
Duftt  *  a  hill/  its  original  fite  having  been  00  the  top  of  a 
moil  beautiful  little  hill,  which  is  called  Dunfe  Law.  This 
hill  flands  upon  a  bafe  of  between  2  and  3  miles  io  circum- 
ference, and  rifes  in  a  gradual  afcent  on  all  fides,  till  it  ter- 
minates in  a  plain  of  nearly  50  acres ;  the  whole  hUl  may 
contain  about  250  acres.     It  is  630  feet  above  the  level  of 
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the  fe%.  Aftenwds  the  town  was  bu3t  at  the  foot  of  the 
hilly  on  the  S.  where  it  now  ftands.  Dunfe  is  the  prdby- 
tery-feat  of  that  name,  and  belongs  to  the  Synod  of  Merfe 
and  Tiyiotdale.r— The  parifli  is  an  oblong  fquare  of  8  miles 
from  N.  to  S.  and  5  from  £.  to  W.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
N.  by  the  parilh  of  Abbey  St  Bathan's,  on  the  N.  W.  by 
Longformachns,  on  the  W.  and  S.  by  Langtoun,  on  the  S. 
£.  by  Edrom,.  and  on  the  £.  and  N.  £.  by  Prefion  and 
Bnnkle.  That  part  of  the  pariOi  which  runs  up  into  Lam- 
mermoor  is  hilly,  and  very  much  covered  with  heath;  and 
thofe  tracks  of  it  which  are  cultivated  are,  in  general,  a 
iharp,  gravelly,  dry  foil,  on  which  the  tenants  grow  very 
good  barley,  oats,  turnip  and  elover.  In  the  fouth  part  of 
it,  the  foil  is  a  rkh,  light,  deep  loam,  fome  of  it  a  flrong 
day,  and  very  fertile.— The  air  is  dry  and  healthy.  The 
ague  was  a  very  prevalent  diftemper  about  40  years  ago, 
and  alfo  the  putrid  fever,  which  laft,  in  fome  particular 
years,  cut  oiF  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rapid  improvements  in  agriculture,  begun 
at  firft  by  the  gentlemen,  and  followed  up  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  tenants,  the  country  has  been  much  drained,  and  the 
climate  greatly  changed.  The  cleaning  of  the  fireets  of  the 
town,  and  of  ditches  in  parks  adjoining  to  it  on  the 
fouth,  has  alfo  greatly  contributed  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants. It  may  be  remarked  alfo,  that  40  years  ago, 
when  the  ague  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Merfe,  it  was  not 
known  in  Lammermoor,  nor  is  yet. 

Dunft  Spaw, — There  are  no  mineral  fprings  in  the  pa- 
tiih.  But  there  is  one  within  a  very  few  yards  of  the  boun- 
dary, on  the  fouth,  in  the  eftate  of  Mrs  Cart  of  Niibet,  in 
the  parifli  of  £drom.  It  is  called  Dunfe  Spaw,  from  its 
vicinity  to  the  town,  being  only  a  mile  diftant.  It  was 
dtlcoveied  in  1747,  and  was  very  miich  refortcd  to  for  fe* 
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veral  yean.    Some  yean  ago,  it  was  repaired  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  gentleman,  who  was  cured  of  a  flomach  difdrder, 
by  the  SpaW  water.    This  mineral  water  is  nearly  of  the 
£une  kind  with  that  of  Tunbridge,  the  moft  celebrated 
chalybeate  water  in  England.    Dunie  Spaw,  according  to 
the  analyfis  of  it,  publiihed  by  Profeflbr  Home  at  Edin* 
burgh,  X76t»  contains  iron,  fea-falt,  a  xnarlcy  earth,  and 
fixed  air,  or  what  is  called  aerial  acid.     Like  moft  other 
chalybeate  waten,  it  does  not  carry  well,  unlels  the  ufnal 
methods  are  praQifed,  in  tranfporting  the  foreign  chaly* 
beate  waters.    Although  the  water  may  be  thus  carried  to 
a  great  diftance,  without  lofing  its  properties  in  a  confider- 
able  degree,  yet  it  muft  unqueftionably  be  drunk  with 
greater  advantage  on  the  fpot.    This  water  is  found  very 
falutary  in  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  weakneis  of  the  in- 
teftines,  dii^b^tes,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  diforders. 
The  beft  months  for  drinking  Dunfe  Spaw,  are  June,  July, 
Auguft,  and  September,  when  the  valitudinarian,  and  per« 
fons  fubjed  to  chronic  diforders,  may,  by  a  courfe  of  thefe 
waters,  reap  (every  advantage  to  be  procured  by  any  cha- 
lybeate water  whatever. 

i?iiirr^---The  water  of  Whitadder  abounds  in  trout,  but 
Df  no  high  flavour,  nor  rich  in  quality.  There  is  alfo  in 
this  river  a  larger  fort  of  fiib,  called  a  whitling;  it  is  a 
large  fine  trout,  from  x6  inches  to  2  feet  long,  and  well 
grown  ;  its  fleih  is  red,  and  high  coloured,  like  falmon,  and 
of  foil  as  fine  a  flavour ;  it  is  a  moft  delicate  filh,  and  affords 
pioft  excellent  fport  to  the  angler.  It  goes  to  the  fea  in  its 
(es^oh,  and  returns  ftrong,  vigorous,  and  healthy ;  but  if^ 
from  the  fmallnels  of  the  river  in  a  dry  feafoa,  it  is  pre* 
vented  frOm  getting  to  the  fea,  it  becotnes  lank,  fmall,  and 
fpiritleis,  and  lofes  its  red  colour  and  flavour.  The  Whit* 
lyi^ef  falls  )nto  the  Tweed,  about  la  miles  £.  from  Dunlcp 
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tod  3  miles  abore  Berwick.  From  the  Tweed,  which  a* 
boonds  in  fine  ikhnon,  a  great  many  of  thele  fifh  get  into 
the  Whitadder,  and  in  the  months  of  September  and  Oa^ 
tober  aoK  foond  30  miles  up  that  rirer,  paiBng  into  the  fnudl 
brooks  among  the  hills  in  Lammermoor,  till  their  backs 
^re  not  covered,  and  there  lodge  their  fpawn  among  the 
graveL  No  part  of  the  Whitadder  is  rented,  and  the  .fiibes 
are  killed  with  the  rod  or  lifter. 

Po/c^&r/iioii.-— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  aboat 
40  years  ago,  the  numbers  were  aj93.  Within  thefe  60 
yeass  laft  pail,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  of. 
Dunfe  has  been  doubled  \  and  though  the  town  has  not  in 
that  time  extended  itfelf  much  to  any  of  its  wings,  yet  ma*^ 
ny  empty  fpaces  have  been  built  upon,  and  many  old  houfes, 
which  contained  only  i  or  a  families,  have  been  rebuilt  up- 
on larger  plans,  and  now  contain  from  4  to  8,  and  fome  of 
them  10  families.  There  are  fcarce  any  veftiges  of  old 
houfes.  Many  new  ones  have  been  built  of  late  years,  and 
feveral  are  now  building.  By  a  very  exad  lift,  taken  3 
years  ago,  the  number  of  fouls  in  the  town  was  2324 ;  iil 
the  country  part  of  the  parilh,  xooo.     In  all,  3324. 

AbfiraB  ofBaptiJms^  Marriagis^  and  Burial^  for  ienyion. 
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In  tbe  1782,  the  fmall-poz  raging,  accoants  for  thenum1>er 
<sf 'deaths  that  year.  In  17)3,  there  were  130  cbildreOi 
\^  died  of  the  (inall-poK  in  the  fpace.  of  3  moatHs.  In 
1783,  one  man  died  «it'the  age  of  99,  who(e  baptifin  is  re- 
dded in  the  regifter  now  before  me,  in  1684.  Another, 
a  pauper,  died  thb  jear,  aged  93.  There  are  now-living 
in  the  town  12  perfonsi  between '80  and  90.  One  90,  who 
fapports  his  family  by  his  own  labour,  and  enjoys  as  good 
health,  and  has  .as  fine  a  flow  of  fpirits  as  any  perfon  at  the 
age  of  25.  Another,  in  my  own  family,  (my  father),  who 
was  born  the  4th  of  Jul^^  1694,  and  b  at  prefent  (April 
1791)  in  perfect  health,  and  going  about.  There  is  1  phy- 
fician,  3  furgeons,  and  8  gentlemen  of  the  Taw  in  the  town. 
"There  is  an  Antiburgher,  a  Burgher,  and  a  Relief  minifter, 
whofe  congregations  are  made  up  of  a  mixed  multitude 
from  all  quarters.  Three  weekly  carriers  to  Edinburgh, 
I  to  Kelfo,  t  to  Dunbar,  i  to  Eyemouth,  2  to  Berwick, 
twice  a  week* 

^  Agricukurt^  \£c. — There  are  14  t^ants  in  the  pariih, 
who  rent  from  L.  100  to  L.  300  a-year ;  and  about  the  fame 
number,  who  rent  from  L.  30  to  L.  100.  The  parifli  is  in 
general  inclofe^.  The  bondages  to  which  the  tenants  were 
formerly  fubjeded  are  now  entirely  done  away ;  there  is 
nothing  but  rent  to  be  paid.  Wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  are 
the  principal  crops  of  grain ;.  turnips  are  raifed  in  great 
quantities,  and  turn  to  good  account,  in  feeding  flieep  and 
black  cattle,  and  let .  from  L.  4,  4s.  to  L.  5,  5  s.  an  acre ; 
and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Dunfe,  arc  let  from 
L.  5,  5  s.  to  L.  7,  ^  s*  and  are  ufed  in  the  town  chiefly  for 
milch  cows.  Cabbages  are  alfo  planted  in  confiderable 
quantities,  and  are  more  fuitable  for  cows  than  turnips  are, 
as  they  do  not  fcour  the  cattle  fo  much  ;  and  if  the  fpoiled 
kaves  of  the  cabbages  are  taken  off,  the  milk,  cream*  and 
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tatter  will  be  as  good  as  from  graft ;  befidea»  the  fpoiled 
leaves  may  be  given  to  joung  cattle,  and  nothing  is  loft* 
Potatoes  too  are  iraifed  in  great  quantities,  and  the  land  for 
them  is  let  from  L*  4  to  L»  6  an  acre ;  the  proprietor  or  te- 
nant only  ploughs  it,  and  the  renter  cleans  thein,  digs  them 
up,  and  carries  them  home.  A  great  deal  of  grafs-ieed^ 
are  fo^n  annually,  but  little  flax  is  raifed,  and  no  hemp» 
Very  great  improvements  are  making  in  the  breed  of 
^leep  and  black  cattle.  In  the  S.  part  of  the  parifli,  the 
lands  are  let  from  15  s.  to  L.  i  an  acre ;  in  the  ^f.  part, 
which  is  high  ground,  the  land  i^  not  let  by  the  acre,  but 
a  cumulus  rent  b  paid  for  the  whole  farm.  Such  has  been 
the  fpirit  of  improvement  within  the&  laft  jo  years,  that 
farms  in.  the  pariih,  which  were  let  at  L.  35  and  L.  40,  pay 
BOW  L.  a  10,  and  the  tenants  dobg  well.  In  no  county  of 
Great  Britain  is  there  a  more  refpedable  tenantry,  thant 
there  is  at  prefent  ia  the  county  of  Berwick^  many  of 
them  rent  from  L.  500  to  L.  1200.  a-year;  men  well  in* 
formed  in  icienoe,  and  moft  intelligent  and  induftrious  in 
their  profeffion;  and.  in  every  10  or  15  years,  fomeof  them 
are  purchafing  property  of  L.  200,  and  even  L^joo  a^year; 
on  which  they  enjoy^  otium  cum  dignitate^  the  juft  reward 
of  their  attention,  labour,  diligence,  and.  good  fenfe;  and 
aU  this  under  the  great  difadvantages,  of  being  difiant  fromr 
10  to  20  miles  from  lime  and.  markets,  and  in*  a  county 
where  viftual  is  cheaper  than^in  any  county  in  Scotland* 
T)iece  is  plenty  of  marl,  but  lime,  though  diftant,  is  con* 
iidered  as  a  cheaper  manure^  The  county  of  Berwick  exr 
ports  from  the  ports  of  Berwick  and  Eyemouth,  above 
80,000  bolls  of  viAual, .  and  fially  the  fame  quantity  is  car- 
vied  annually  to.  the  weekly  markets  of  Edinburgh,  Dal* 
keith,  Haddington,  and  Dunbar.  Land  is  fold  from  L*  30 
to  L.  80  aQ  acre*  Hoi^es  are  rented  from  xos.  to  L«'2o« 
property  do^  JXQt..oft^Q  <hi|)ge>.  either  1a  lands  or  lioufes. 
^    . . .  Manufaflurtu 
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Manufaffures^-^There  are  no  maanfadores  carried  ofl 
here  to  anj  great  extent ;  an  wodlea  manufEbftvue  u  to  be 
fet  on  foot  at  Whitfonday  firft,  the  hoofes  are  btiilding, 
iand  the  fpmning  machines  are  alread  j  brought  from  Eng-^^ 
land.  There  U  a  ver j  (mall  tannery ;  bnt  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  have  one  foon  upon  a  large  fcale  by  a  fubfcrip-' 
tion,  in  (hares  of  at  leaft  L.  25  the  ihare,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. Hides  to  the  extent  of  L.  400  a-year  have  been 
bought  here  by  commiiSon,  and  fent  to  Haddington, 
where  they  are  tannedi  the  expence  of  carriage,  L.  33. 
We  have  here  a  very  large  bleacbfield. 

Proprietors^  (j?^.— The  number  of  heritors  is  abore  40, 
12  of  whom  poflTels  property  from  L.  xoo  to  L.  acoo  a- 
year  in  the  pariih  \  the  reft  are  fmall  portioners,  from  i 
to  30  or  40  acres ;  only  a  few  of  the  principal  heritors 
refide.  Robert  Hay,  Efq;  of  Drumekier  is  proprietor  of 
one  half  of  the  pariih  ;  he  refides  at  Sunfe  cafile,  a  large 
ftately  venerable  old  building,  fituated  about  half  a  mile 
above  the  town,  and  commanding  an  extenfive  view  to 
the  fonth,  as  &r  as  the  Cheviot  hills.  It  is  furronnded 
with  riling  grounds  on  the  weft  and  north,  and  the  bean* 
tiful  hill  of  Dunfe  Law  on  the  north  eaft.  On  the  north 
and  weft  too,  are  fevera]  hundred  acres  of  thriving  plant- 
ing, much  of  it  very  old.  .  In  the  bofom  of  this  planta- 
tion is  a  fine  bafon  of  water  called  the  hen-pond  \  it  is  a- 
bove  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  in  fummer  vaft  vnao^ 
bers  of  wild  ducks  refort  to  it. 


Stipend^  School  a$ui  Poor.— -The  ftipend  b  66  hcih  t  fir- 
lot  barley,  66  bolls  z  firlot  oats,  64  bolls  meal,  and  L.  40 
in  money,  with  91^  acres  glebe.  Mr  Hay  of  Drumelxier 
is  patron^  A  moft  complete  and  excellent  manfe  was 
Vuilt  in  1783.    A  oew  -church  is  now  buildiag  on  a  large 
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fcak,  and  moflr  elegant  plan.-^The  fcbool  of  Dnnfe  haa 
long  been  in  very  great  repute.  The  number  of  fcholars 
is  from  90  to  ICO9  door  70  of  whom  are  learning  the 
languages,  the  others  are  learning  writing,  arithmetic; 
mathematics,  &c.  The  fees  for  the  languages  are  5  8.  the 
quarter ;  3  s.  6  d.  for  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  a  s.  6  dj 
for  Engliih ;  book-keeping,  and  the  higher  parts  of  ma- 
thematics and  navigation,  are  taught  bj  the  piece  at  a 
certain  agreed  fum.  The  falarj  is  L.  12,  and  a  houfe  well 
calculated  for  accommodating  boarders.  The  board  is  oa« 
\j  L.  x6  a-year.  There  is  alfo  a  female  boarding  fchool, 
where  every  branch  of  female  education  can  be  got  on 
the  fdlowing  terms :  Reading  and  plain  white  feam  to^- 
gether,  at  5  s.  the  quarter ;  tambour  and  coloured  work; 
and  embroidery  at  7  s.  6  d. ;  mufic  at  10  s.  6  d.  the  month, 
or  L.  5,  5  s.  a-year ;  writing  5  s.  and  dancing  6  s.  the 
month ;  board  L.  16  a-year.  The  prefent  direftrix  has 
a  falary  of  L.  x8  from  the  heritors,  and  other  inhabitants, 
for  a  cenain  number  of  years.— The  number  of  poor  *  up- 
on the  roU  is  at  prefent  90,  the  annual  amount  of  the  con- 
tributions for  their  relief  is  L.  230.  There  are  no  lega- 
cies, nor  mortified  money.  The  funds  for  their  fupport 
arxfe,  ift,  from  an  afleflment  upon  the  lands,  according  to 
the  valued  rent,  the  one  half  paid  by  the  landlords,  and 
the  other  by  the  tenants;  at  prefent  it  is  12  month  ceis 
upon  the  lands,  adly.  The  feveral  incorporations  pay 
quarterly  into  the  fund,  £.3:9:6  Sterling.  3dly,  The 
tmincorporated,  viz.  the  furgeons,  lawyers,  merchants,  pu- 
blicans, &c.  are  afleired  annually  by  themfelves  -,  that  af- 
fefiinent  at  prefent  is  L.  3,  19  s.  the  quarter.  The  feiSon 
alfo  pay  a  proportion  of  their  coUedions  weekly  into  the 
general  fund.  Thefe  feveral  funds  are  colleded  by  an  over- 
ieer  of  the  poor,  appointed  by  the  heritors.  When  at 
any  time  the  fund  is  unequal  to  the  expenditure,  a  meet- 
VoL.  IV.  3  C  ing 
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Jog  of  the  heritors  is  called,  and  aa  additional  afTeiTment 
is  laid  on,  (but  only  upon  the  heritors  and  tenants),  pro- 
portioned to  the  demand.  Every  pauper  who  comes  upon* 
the  roll  mufi  give  in  an  aflignation  to  all  the  efFe^  be- 
longing to  them.  The  poor  too  are  buried  at  the  expence 
of  the  fiind^  amounting  to  17  s.  each,  if  adults. 

Pricesp  IVages^  Wc— About  50  years  ago,  the  prices  of 
proviiions  were  greatly  below  what  they  are  at  this  time  i, 
butcher  meat  was  not  then  fold  by  weight,  but  when 
weighed  after  having  been  bought,  was  found  not  to 
exceed  i^  d.  the  lb.  Dutch  weight  for  beef,  mutton,  and 
pork ;  Iamb  was  bought  at  6  d.  and  7  d.  the  quarter.  At 
prefent  beef  and  mutton  are  4  d*  pork  3^  d.  veal  from 
3  d.  to  5  d.  and  lamb,  even  in  July,  is  never  below  3  d. 
the  lb. ;  at  prefent  (the  beginning  of  April)  it  is  i  s.  the 
lb.  Wheat  is  from  L.  i,  5  s.  to  L.  x,  12s.;  barley  from 
12  »to  16  s.  and  oats  from  10  s.  to  148.  the  boll  upon  an 
av^ge;  but  the  Berwickfhire  boll  is  a  24th  part,  or  i  peck 
in  the  boll,  larger  than  the  Linlithgow  meafure  ufed  in 
the  Lothians.  The  farmers  iervants  who  have  families, 
and  engage  by  the  year,  are  called  hinds,  and  receive  10 
bolls  oats,  2  bolls  barley,  and  i  boll  peas,  which  two  lafl 
articles  are  called  hummel  com,  a  cow  grazed  in  the 
iummer,  and  flraw  through  the  winter,  ^  boll  potatoes 
"^planted,  fome  lintfeed  fown,  with  fome  other^  imall  con? 
fiderations,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  L.  13.  A  fin- 
gle  man  fervant  receives  from  L.  6  to  L.  8  a-year,  with 
vifhials,  but  few  fingle  fervants  are  now  employed.  La- 
bourers, by  the  day,  are  paid  i  s..  in  fummer,  and  9  d.  and 
10 d.  in  the  winter  quarter;  in  hay-time,  is.  6d.  with- 
out viduals,  except  a  bottle  of  ale  at  noon,  and  another 
in  the  afternoon,  with  -^  d.  worth  of  bread  to  each.  In 
harveft,  the  wages  of  a  man  are  from  is.  to  is»  6  d.  withr 
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^iduaby  thofe  of  a  woman,  lo  d.  and  z  s..  The  wages  of 
«  mafon  are  from  i  s.  4  d.  to  2  s.  the  day,  a  carpenter 
from  I  s.  to  z  8,  8  d.  The  wages  received  by  the  different 
xlafl*es  are  folly  fuf&cient  for  the  fupport  of  their  families ; 
and  fuch  as  are  fober,  and  hare  been  fortanate  in  getting 
induftrious  wives,  fometimes  (ave  confiderably.  When 
any  fall  into  want  from  bad  health  or  misfortune,  they 
Kceive  an  interim  aliment  from  the  poor's  funds  \  they 
are  often  relieved  and  fupported  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Upon  the  diftrefs  of 
any  family,  two  of  their  neighbours,  by  going  through 
the  town  with  a  lubfcription  paper,  will,  in  a  few  hours, 
colled  feveral  pounds.  Women  fervants  have  from  L.  3 
to  L.  4  a-year«  This  being  a  border  county,  is  the  caufe 
of  the  high  wages  of  the  labourers,  &c 

AleJ)oufes,'-^^X!\ittt  are  no  fewer  than  27  ale-houfes  in 
the  town  of  Dunfe,  many  of  which  are  kept  by  low  people, 
who  do  not  depend  upon  their  retail  altogether,  but  wh« 
carry  on,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  other  profeflion,  or  ra- 
ther from  a  fpirit  <A  indolence,  they  keep  an  ale-houfe,  to 
help  the  emoluments  of  the  profeflion  they  followed; 
which  profeflion,  in  confequence  of  the  habit  of  idleneis 
and  drunkennefs  which  they  have  contraded,  is  foon  in  a 
great  meafure  laid  afide,  and  the  family  reduced  to  beg- 
gary. It  is,  in  confequence  of  people  of  this  defcription 
keeping  ale-houfes,  that  others  of  the  fame  ftation  are  in* 
duced,  from  old  acquaintance  with  them,  to  frequent  their 
houfes,  and  which  frequently  grows  into  fuch  a  habit,  as 
greatly  to  hurt  the  circumflances,  and  difturb  the  peace  of  * 
their  families.  Befides,  'tis  in  houfes  of  this  fort,  that  the 
profligate  of  both  fezes  find  lodging,  where  they  get  in* 
toxicated,  and  from  whence  they  fally  forth,  in  the  dark 
Incurs  of  the  night,  to  commit  depredations  on  the  inno* 
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bent,  virtuoos  an4  unfufpefting  members  of  the  commimi« 
ty.  'Xis  in  thefe  boufes  alfQ  that  thfj  depofit  ttie  fruits 
of  their  depredations,  and  are  fumUhe4  with  menQS  pf  \fa-T 
ture  intoxication.  It  is  a  laod«ble  prafiice  (autborifAd  by 
law)  which  feyeral  Qountie9  bavf^  of  late  a4optedp  not  to 
allow  an  J  perf^n  to  take  out  a  licence  to  keep  an  ale- 
'  houfe,  withQUt  that  perfpn  fhall  produce,  from  the  mini* 
fter,  a  certificate  of  his  moral  .<^ara£ter.  At  th«  fanoe 
time,  we  have  publicans  here,  in  high  repute,  who  have 
the  beft  accommodations,  and  where  as  good  entertain- 
ment can  be  got  as  in  finy  place  in  Great  Britain. 

Pqfi'^ce.-^FoTmctlj  the  Dunfe  bag  came  by  Old- 
eambus  to  Dunfe,  afterwards  the  office  was  removed  from 
Oldcambus  to  the  Preis,  and,  of  Jate  years,  has  been  re- 
moved to  Berwick,  by  which  circuitous  conveyance,  our 
Jldinburgh  letter^  are  charged  4  d.  inftead  of  3  d.  in  con- 
\  fequence  of  the  diftance  round  by.  Berwick,  being  more 
'  than  50  miles.  But  though  the  bag  for  the  convenience 
of  the  pofl-office  is  now  fent  on  to  Berwick,  and  the  di- 
fiance  by  that  means  increafed,  there  is  no  reafon  that  we 
fliould  pay  more  for  our  letters  npw,  than  we  would  have 
4one,  had  they  continued  to  be  fent  from  the  Prefs.  Be« 
fides,  the  letters  to  Kelfo  go  alfo  by  Berwick,  which  is 
farmer  firom  Berwick  than  Dunfe  ;  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town,  upon  an  application  to  the  General  Poft-office  at  £- 
4inburgh,  got  a  dedudion  of  a  fourth  upon  their  Edin- 
burgh letters,  but  the  memorial  from  the  town  of  Dunfe 
upon  the  fame  fubje6t  was  treated  with  fuUen  filenoe. 
The  letters  alfo  have  been  accu&omed  to  be  delivered, 
time  immemorial,  to  the  uihahitants  to  whom  they  were 
addrefled,  at  their  houfes ;  but  of  Jate  years  the  man  who. 
{lolds  the  office  here,  has  made  a  demand  of  •'-d*  more 
^han  the  poftage,  for  the  letters  delivered  by  him.    We 
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}uive  prefented  a  memorial  uppn  this  alfo,  to  the  Poft- 
mader  General  at  Edinburgh,  in  which  we  (hewed  hpw 
the  law  ftoodf  and  the  feveral  inftances  in  which  it  had 
been  decided  in  the  Courts  of  England  againft  the  poft- 
4nafters,  but  no  redrefs  ha3  been  obtained.  We  have  at 
laft  fent  a  copj  of  the  fame  memorial  to  the  Po^-mafier 
General  at  London,  with  the  diSerent  caCss  referred  to  \ 
and  the  only  anfwer  which  we  have  got,  whieb  was  in  the 
middle  of  March»  was,  that  the  memorial  was  under  con** 
.fidisr^on :  As  that  is  likelj  to  be  all  the  anfwer  which 
we  are  to  get,  we  have  refolved  to  demaad  that  juftioe 
from  the  laws  of  the  land^  which  our  feUow  fubje^  have 
f e^^ved,  and  which  tbefe  offices  have  refufed  U9« 

^iA^i^— ^Cockbum  Law  rifes  from  «  bafe  of  at  lead  6 
miles  in  circumfereni;e  to  a  copical  top,  wbieh,  on  the 
north  and  fouth  fides,  is  a  mile  from  the  bafe,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  bj  the  river  Whitadder  on  3  fides.  On  the 
north  fide,  and  a  little  below  the  middle  of  the  hiU*  are 
the  ruins  of  a  verj  old  building,  bj  fome  called  Wooden's 
hall,  but  commonly  called  Edin's  or  Edwin's  hall.  It 
ponfifts  of  3  concentric  circles,  the  diameter  of  the  inner- 
mod  40  feet,  the  thickne&  of  the  wall  7  feet,  the  fpace 
between  the  innermoft  and  the  fecond  wall  7  feet,  be- 
tween that  and  the  third  or  outer  wall  10  feet ;  the  fpaces 
between  thefe  walls  have  been  arched  over,  and  divided 
into  cells  of  X2,  16  and  20  feet  long ;  thej  feem  to  have 
been  of  confiderable  height,  but  as  all  the  roo&  have  long 
fince  fallen  in,  the  height  cannot  be  precifely  afcertained. 
The  fpace  within  the  inner  circle  feems  never  to  have 
bad  anj  roof,  as  there  are  no  fragments  nor  ruins  there. 
The  building  is  not  cemented  with  any  fort  of  mortar ; 
the  {{ones,  which  are  whin,  and  many  of  them  very  large, 
^  all  grooved  into  one  aaotbtry  that  is,  th^  concavity  of 
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the  one  receiving  the  convezltj  of  the  other,  fo  that  they 
mre  locked  together,  and  yet  all  thefe  locks  are  different  : 
It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Pidifh  bailding,  and  after* 
wards  ufed  as  a  military  ftation.  What  the  original  name 
was,  ^e  have  no  tradition  of ;  but  in  after  times,  it  has 
gone  by  the  name  of  £din  or  Edwin's  hall,  from  a  Prince 
of  that  name,  who  was  King  of  Northumberland,  and 
whole  dominions  extended  as  far  north  as  the  frith  of 
Forth.  From  this  Prince  the  city  of  Edinburgh  took  its 
name.  It  would  appear  that  Edwin  had  taken  pofieffion 
of  this  ftrong  poft,  for  a  military  ftation,  for  an  army  of 
obfervation,  as  the  Danes  w^re  frequently  invading  Scot- 
land, both  by  fea  and  land.  There  are  feveral  of  thefe 
niilitary  ftations  in  thb  neighbourhood,  both  to  the  eail 
and  weft  of  Cockburn  Law.  This  hill,  being  900  feet  a- 
bove  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  a  fine  land-mark  for  mariners 
on  the  German  Ocean,  and  is  feen  at  a  great  diftance  from 
that  fea,  confequently  any  fleet  from  the  north  would  be 
eafily  and  readily  defcried  from  that  ftation. 

Learned  /^m.— The  celebrated  metaphyfician  and  theo- 
logift,  John  Duns  Scotus,  was  bom  in  Dunfe  in  1274. 
Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  and  the  authors  of  the  Biogra« 
phia  Britannica  contend  that  he  was  bom  at  Dunftone  in 
Northumberland,  but  bring  no  argument,  but  their  bare 
aflertion  to  fupport  it.  Nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that 
the  family,  of  which  this  extraordinary  man  was  a  branch, 
were  heritors  of  the  parifii  of  Dunfe,  and  continued  to  be 
proprietors  of  that  eftate  which  now  belongs  to  Mr  Chri- 
ftie,  till  after  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  called 
from  them  in  all  ancient  writings  Duns's  half  of  Gruel- 
dykes.  Thefe  lands  are  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Dunfe. 
The  father  of  John  Duns  Scotus  had  been  a  younger 
brother  of  the  family  of  Grueldykes,  and  refided  in  the 
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town  of  Dunfe.  The  fite  of  the  houfe  where  he  was  born 
is  itill  well  kppwn,  and  has  been  in  ufe,  generation  after 
generation,  to  be  pointed  out  to  the  young  people  bj  their 
parents,  as  the  birth  place  of  fo  great   and  learned  a 


MifciUaneous  Ohfervations^ —  In  1782-3,  when  viAuai 
was  at  a  very  high  price,  the  heritors,  and  other  inhabitants 
in  good  circumftances,  contributed  very  largely  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  poor  and  indigent,  and  fold  at  lead  20  bolls 
weekly,  from  the  3d  of  December  1782,  to  the  middle  of 
Auguft  1783,  at  one-third  below  the  market-price.  The 
inhabitants  are  humane  and  generous  to  all  real  objefb. 
They  are  alfo  induftrious  and  ceconomical,  and  contented 
with  their  iituation  and  circumftances. — There  is  a  public 
library  in  Dunfe,  which  was  eftabliibed  in  1768,  confifting 
of  about  60  fliares,  at  L.  2  a  fliare,  and  6  s.  a-year  \  the. 
ihares  are  transferable,  like  any  other  property.  From  the 
original  L.  2  for  each  fhare,  and  the  6  s.  alfo  advanced  for 
the  year's  reading,  we  were  enabled  to  buy  at  once  near 
L.  150  worth  of  books,  and  from  L.  12  to  L.  15  has  been 
expended  annually  upon  books  ever  fince  that  period.— 
There  are  5  great  fairs  in  Dunfe.  At  thefe  is  a  very  great 
ihew  of  fine  cattle  and  horfes.  At  leaft  L.  20,000  Sterling 
is  received  for  cattle  at  thefe  fairs,  which  are  chiefly  pur- 
chafed  by  Englilh  dealers.  There  is  alfo  a  good  deal  of 
flieep^— The  roads  were  originally  made  and  kept  up  by 
the  ftatute-labour,  except  the  two  great  roads  from  Edin- 
burgh to  London,  the  one  by  Greenlaw  and  Coldftream, 
the  other  by  the  Preis  and  Berwick,  which  were  made  by 
fums  borrowed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  upon  the 
turnpikes.  The  ftatute-labour  is  now  commuted  at  7  s.  6  d« 
each  horfe,  and  3  s.  on  houfeholders.  The  queftion  re- 
^>efting  turppikes  on  the  great  roads  to  coal  and  lime,  and 
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the  two  ports  of  Berwick  and  Ejemoutby  is  now  agitating 
among  the  proprietors^  but  not  yet  fettled.— -There  was  a 
coniiderable  common  in  the  environs  of  Dunfe,  confifting 
of  feveral  hundred  acres,  a  few  years  ago,  that  has  been 
divided ;  bj  which  a  large  piece  of  land,  which  had  beeti 
for  ages  pad  an  eje-fore  to  every  traveller,  and  of  no  value 
to  any,  is  now  an  ornament  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  pro- 
fitable to  many. — We  have  abundance  of  freeftone  quar- 
ries in  the  pariih,  and  alfo  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  rock 
lying  from  3  feet  to  10  below  the  furface.  There  is  alf6 
an  inezhauftible  fund  of  whinflone  within  a  mile  of  the 
town,  all  ^bove  ground,  lying  in  immenfe  large  flabs,  one 
upon  another,  and  may  be  broken  into  the  Ihape  of  flagsy 
vnth  the  leail  trouble,  and  of  any  fize.  We  are  15  mikd 
diftant  from  coal,  and  bring  them  all  from  Northumber- 
land,  as  alfo  our  lime.-— On  the  i8th  September  1790,  wa» 
found,  3  miles  S.  E.  from  Dunfe,  a  bird  very  rare  in  Scot- 
land. It  was  killed  by  a  cat,  and  difcovered  to  be  the  bird 
called  Hoopoe  by  the  Engliih,  Wedhop  by  the  Germans, 
the  Upupa  of  the  ancients,  defcribed  by  PKny,  Ariftotlc, 
Paufanias,  i^lian,  Sec.  The  bird  is  common  in  Germany, 
and  fometimes  even  in  England.  A  few  days  after,  ano- 
ther Upupa,  of  a  greener  colour,  was  feen  flying  about  the 
garden  at  Kimmergham,  but  foon  difappeared. — There  is 
a  very  remarkable  wall  in  the  parifb,  inclofing  near  100 
acres  of  ground,  called  Borthwick  Park,  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Langton  ;  it  is  of  moorftone,  without  any  fort  of 
mortar,  and  never  had  any  coVering,  either  of  fod  or  any 
thing  elfe;  it  has  flood  179  years,  and  never  was  knowir 
to  need  any  repair  till  within  thefe  4  y^ars  ;  and  though 
it  is  but  low,  yet,  in  confequence  of  the  unevenneis  of  its 
texture,  and  the  ruggednefs  of  its  top,  neither  horfes  nor 
cattle  ever  ventured  to  leap  it. 
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F  A  R  I  SiH    OF    A  L  V  A  H, 


(county    of    BANFF.) 


By  the  Ke^  Mr  George  SAHGarsit* 


y 


Situation^  Surfaciy  \ic. 

THE  parilh  of  Alvah  is  fituated  in  the  preibytery  of 
Turriff,  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen.  Its  form  is  irre« 
gula? ;  extending  in  length  about  6  Englift  miles,  and  at 
its  greateft  breadth  to  nearly  the  &me  diftance,  but  in  o» 
ther  places  to  only  3  or  a.  On  die  N.  and  N.  W.  it  is 
bounded  by  the  porifli  of  Banff;  on  the  S.  W.  by  Mar- 
iiech;  on  the  S.  by  Forglen;  to  the  S*E.  by  Tarriffj 
and  on  the  £•  and  N.  £•  by  ELing  Edward  and  Gamery« 
The  river  Dovem  enters  this  pariih  abont  a  mile  below 
Forglen,  the  feat  of  Loid  Ban£^  and  after  many  beautiful 
windings  through  a  very  fertile  TaUey*  leaves  it  about  2 
miles  fitna  the  fra.  It  abounds  with  f^lmon,  trout,  and 
eel^  and  is  frequented  by  woU  dnoks^  wtdgepn),  teals,  he- 
rons, &c.  On  the  £•  bank  lie  the  eftates  of  Dunlugas 
and  Inrichney,  fbpafaieA  by  the  intervcntioa  of  a  part  of 
theparifh  of  Kinf  Kdwafd^  and  on  ^  W.  the  lands  of 
MoontUaim^  Aoohinbaiio^  9taiAaw>  aii4»iaiaU  part  of 
Vox..  IV-  s  O  ^ 
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the  baronj  of  Alvah.  About  half  a  mile  below  the  churclv 
the  river  is  contraded  bj  2  fteep  and  nigged  precipices^ 
which  are  commonly  denominated  the  Craigs  of  Alvah» 
where  it  meafures  about  50  feet  in  depth.     The  fceneiy, 
which  is  naturally  bold  and  pifhirefqoe,  has  been  greatly 
embellilhed  bj  its  noble  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Fife,  by 
thriving  plantations,  and  a  magnificent  arch,  which  unites 
both  fides  of  the  river,  and  forms  an  eafy  communication 
between  the  oppofite  parts  of  his  Lordfliip's  extenfive  park. 
The  fruitful  haughs  along  the  banks  of  the  river  are  fub- 
jeft  to  frequent  inundations,  which,  in  fummcdr  and  harveft^ 
make  dreadful  depredations  among  the  corns.     This  in- 
convenience is  more  efpeciall  j  felt  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  rocks  of  Alvah,  which,  during  a  flood,  check  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  dream,  and  make  the  water  flow  backward  for 
nearly  2  miles,  and  fpread  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
over  the  adjacent  fields.     As  we  recede  from  the  river  to- 
ward the  W.  the  country  becomes  more  hiUy  and  barren. 
Of  thefe  eminences^  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  is  the  Hill 
of  Alvah,  which  rites  from  the  bed  of  the  river  to  a  very 
great  height,  and  ferves .  as  a  common  landmark  to  mari- 
ners, on  their  approach  to  the  coaft.^    ThemajefUc  appear* 
ance  of  this  mouajtain^  which  is  fomtwhat  increafed  by  the* 
view  of  the  church,  manfe,  fchool, .  and  a  iann-ftead  on  ita 
£.  brow,  is  thus  defcribed  by  an  indigenous  poet. 

Erigit  ad  nubes  hie  it  mons  Alvius  ingens, 
Oftentatque  procul  confpicienda  juga. 
Hicquoque  Templa  Deum  fnrgunt  in  monte'Iocata 
Sublimi;  furgit  Piertdumque  domus. 

jigricultun^  l^c. — ^The  dr  of  tb^s^paFiOi  is  in  general 
dry  and  healthy.  Ills  fpil»  along:  both  fides  of  the  river,  is 
very  fertile  i  deep  op  the  hau^^  aad.mqife  fallow  .on  the 

^  ^  declivitiQB* 
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decUvities.  Nor  are  there  wanting  fraitful  fields'dn  the  up^ 
per  grounds^  interfperfed  amongft  the  roagh  paflnres  and 
heath,  which  ftill  occupy  a  very  confiderable  part.  The 
crops  which  are  commonly  cultivated  are  oats,  barley,  and 
peas ;  and  on'fomt  of  the  richer  and  more  iheltered  fpots, 
wheat  has  beeni  tried  with  fuccefs.  Turnip,  for -20  years 
pad,  has  been  fown  in  the  fields  -,  ahH  clover  aitd  rye-gtafs 
have  become  a  conftantpart  of  the  rotation.  Feeding  for 
die  btitcher  is  carried  on  by  a  few-;  but  rearing  young 
cattle  has  of  late  years  been  found  a  more  lucrative  branch, 
and  by  confequence  more  generally  pradifcd.  As  farms 
are  not  commonly  let  by  the  acre,  it  cannot  be  faid  with 
accuracy  what  vdue  is  put  upon  ea<h.  The  beft  arable 
ground  may  ^ent  about  L.  i,  or  perhaps  fomewhat  higher ; 
a  ftill  greater  quantity  about  15  s.  a»4  much  more  about 
12  s.  or  xo  s.  and  even  below  that  value.  There  are  only 
a 'few  farms  inclofed,  nor  does  that  mode  of  melioration 
keep  pace  with  the  other  fpeciesbf  improvement.  Hedges 
do  not  thrive,  unlefs  in  places  which  are  (heltered,  as  well 
as  fertile.  Feal  or  earthen  fences  have  been  found  of  ibort 
duration,  and  Hone  fences  are  erpenfive.  But,«  though  in« 
clofnres  are  not  fo  frequent  as  might  be  wifhed,  the  praftice 
of  herding  in  winter  is  general  ;'fo  that  the  turnip  and 
foWn  grafles  fufiain  little  detriment  from  ftraggliog  cattle. 
Several  of  the  farms  are  already  brought  to  a  very  high 
degree  of  cultivation,  and  others  are  advancing  by  gradual 
progrefs  tea  like  ftate  of  improvements  About  the  year 
1747,  the  minifter  began  to  bring  home  his  peats  in  carts, 
valued  each  at  4  s.  6  d.  Before  that  period  the  fuel  was 
carried  in  creels,  and  the  corns  in  curracks ;  two  ittiple- 
ments  of  hufbandry  which,  in  this  corner,  are  entirely  dif- 
iifed.  The  ftraw  brechem  is  now  (upplanted  by  the  leather 
collar,  the  raihen  theets  hf  the  irbn  traces' ;  and  zdore  is 
•   '  now 
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now  ^Kpmdad  on  %  fiogle  ^art,  th«&  would  tben  liave  pur* 
^afed  both  cait  oad  bode.  The  fike  of  Arms  is  inc3«a. 
iiaf  ,  aad  of  co^dequeoce  their  number  dimiaiflies.  We 
fccpunt  one  of  frpm  L»  3#  to  L.  50  rent,  a  middle  fized 
farm*  There  are  a  few  above  that  rent,  but  maay  nior^ 
below  it. — ^This  parifli»  luilefe  in  very  bad  Tcara,  produces 
much  more  griaiu  than  is  aeoeffiuy  for  the  fiibfiitence  of  its 
infaabicaats*  Befides  jthe  favm-viftiialv  which  amounts  to  s 
very  confiderabk  part  <rf  the  rent»  there  are  lar^e  ^iiaoti^- 
ties,  both  of  meal  aad  beiiey,  aiM^uaUy  fold  bj  the  &rmeca 
for  the  foppjj  of  the  ueighbooriiig  town  of  Bun^  aad  £ar 
exportation.  In  l^i%  the  crop  was  fo  defeftiye,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  compiitaticy  (^  ini^pedon»  thevf  was  a&t 
grain  within  the  paridi  iiifficie;»t  to  iiipply  k  beyond  the 
nionth  of  April.  By  the  attention  and  generofity  of  the 
heritors*  and  the  bounty  of  Government,  with  L.  40  from 
the  fuuds  of  the  pariAi,  the  poorer  Ibrt  were  fupplied.  "The 
moft  curious  i^&.  rekting  to  that  alanning  period  was,  that 
llhe  cats  on  tke  earlier  grounds,  which  ripened,  were  plump, 
-and  were  found  on  trial  to  yield  abuadan^i  of  excelieat 
jneal,  did  not  vegetate  when  fown  next  year ;  whereas  the 
«(gt3  on  late  grounds,  which  were  green,  and  neither  filled 
«ior  ripened,  fprang  up  with  vigour.  As  this  was  not  found 
out  till  too  late,  it  proved  of  the  greateft  detriment  to  the 
fucceediiig  crop.  The  feed,  which  had  been  bought  up  at 
an  enormous  ezpence,  n^fgave ;  what  might  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  fupport  of  families,  w^  unprofitably 
caft  into  the  ground  i  *and  what  might  have  been  profitably 
Ipwn,  was  ient  to  the  mill,  where  it  made  but  a  ficanty 

r^urn. 

» • 
•  •         - 

Popuhaion.'^Th^   oambera   returned   to  Dr  Webfter 
l^ere  %i6u    As  there  lare  fio  (>s^i(h  regiflen  previous  tp 

the 


tbeyear  i^to^  tbe  aacMiit  Aateof  itB  pgrnlarion  caimot  be 
aibertatoet*  J/rom  tbe  reoorda  imct  tb«it  period^  k  ihould 
ii^m  difti  {K»pulajiiw  it  ^poii  the  d6€iia9« 

..."  ■  " 

Birtist  Marriages  and  Burials ,  /or  thru  Jiffjtrint  periods^ 

C  Bmfas,  2Z4«    Avei;.  50^ 

7yearsfacceediDgift  Jaii.X7io.sMarC      32.      —    4^ 

C  Bur.(ooregifi.) 

C  Births,  137.     — -  19^ 
ift  Jan.  1750.  ^  Mar.       44.      — —    6f 

CBur.       5a.     ~—    7f 

C  Binfa,  113.     -— -  26f 
sftJao.}78o»<<Mar.      43.     — ^    6f 

CBut.       6a.      8| 

The  tSMMrrifigcB  are  reftrifbd  to-  tbofe  where  the  buiband 
«m»  a  refideater  ^  from  the  idea^  that  girls  married  out  <£ 
the  parifli  do.  not  coDtriiaite  to.  its  population :  But  left 
tUtt  Aould  be  deeded  erroaeousi  it  may  be  proper  to 
notify*  that  the  aTerage  of  all»  wh6  were  married  during 
the  firfi  periedf  was  7^  %  during  the  fecond^  9^ ;  and  da- 
ring the  thirdy  pf.  In  the  year  17829  the  number  of  pa- 
riihionersj  on  an  exad  furvey,  was  found  to  amount  to 
X070 ;  Which  is  vety  nearly  the  preient  ftate  of  it.  Some 
yoaoB  be&re  it  was  >^ther  greater.  One,  principal  caula 
ef  depopnbdoB  la  t^  pariih  is,  the  eageraefs  of  (bme  im<- 
I^oveis  to  take  all  their  land  i  under  dieir  own  manage- 
taeast  \  by  which  meaps  mechanic8f  and  even  day-labour* 
ers  are  deprived  of  their  crofts  9  and,  as  there  are  no  vilr 
lages  tfyifhin  the  pariibt  betake  themiblvea  to  other  places;, 
where  they  can  find  accommodation.  Why  the  £une 
number  of  marriages  doth  not  produce  an  equal  number 
^f  births  ^  as  in  former  times,  is  left  to  more  intelligent 
Pleads  to  ei^plam  ?  Th^e  have  been  no  extraordinary  in* 

ilancea 
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fUndes  of  longevitj  of -late.  Only  one  ^anaa  has  reacbed 
xoo,  and*' a  few  are  on  the  verge  of  90  jears.  The  iiiha* 
bitants  are  moiUj  effiplojed  in  agricnlmre.  Thert  are  fe- 
veral  weavers  and  wrights,  a  few  {iniths  and  tailors^  and 
often  not  one  fhoemaker.  Thej  are  regular  attenders  of 
the  Eftabliihed  Church;  nor  do  the  Diflenters,  of  what- 
ever denomination,  exceed  8  or  10. 

Heritors f  Stipend^  Poor^  tsf  r. — ^The  property  of  the  pa- 
rifli  belongs  at  prefent  to  .5  heritors,  of  whom  only  i  re- 
fides.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1764.  The  church  b  very 
old,  and  in  bad  repair.  The  ftipend  is  58  boUs  2  firbts 
3  pecks~oat-meal;-5  boUs  ^  firl6ts  bear;  L.6oo  Scots, 
^ith  50  merks  for  cbmxiittnion-elements.  The.  glebe  con- 
JBOs  of  between  6  and  7  acres,  of  which  the  rough  mea- 
dow ground  has  been  drained  and  cultivated  by  the  pre- 
fent incumbent,  and  the  whole  inclofed.— The  yearly  col- 
lections  amount  to  about  L.  15  or  L.  169  which,  with  the 
intereft  of  L.  120,  and  L.  1,  Hos.  the  rent  of  fome  leatg  in 
the  area  of  the  church,-  cQUflitute  the  whole  funds  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor*'   "^ 

Wages  and  Prices.^^Tht  wages  of  fervants  and  mecha- 
nics, and  the  price  of  provifiofis  have  rifen  rapidly^  within 
thcfe  few  years.  The  yearly  wages  of  a  man  lervant 
may  be  rated  at  L.  5,  or  L.  5,  16  s. ;  and  of  a  woman  at 
L.  2.  A  labourer  earns  8  d.  a-day.  The  price  of  beef^ 
mutton,  poultry,  Scd  is  regulated  entirely  by  the  weekly 
market' in  Banff,  of  which  an  account  Will  be  given  in  die 
report  from  that  pariih. 

Roads  and  Bridges. -"-^^Vh^  principal  roads  wete  made  by 
fhe  ftatute-work,   and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  fame 

means. 
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means.  It  is  commonlj  ezafied  in  kind ;  but  when  com-* 
mutations  in  money  are  more  convenient  for  the  people^ 
they  are  accepted.  Of  kte  years,  bridges  Have  been  built 
ov^r  the  moft  dangerous  pafles,  to  the  great  accommoda* 
tion  and  fafety  of  travellers ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that,  as  foon 
as  the  funds  can  afford,  more  wiU  be  ereded.  Turnpikes 
are  unknown  in  this  comer  of  the  country,  and  would 
undoubtedly  be  unacceptable  at  firft;  though  the  expe- 
rience of  their  advantages  might  in  time  reconcile  us.  It 
mnft  indeed  be  allowed,  that,  as  the  refort  on  our  roads  is 
but  little,  they  are  not  fo  neceffary  as  on  thofe  that  are 
more  frequented. 

Antiquities. — ^There  are  few  or  no  antiquities  in  this 
parilb  worthy  of  a  place  in  hiftorical  records.  At  the 
&rm  of  Bog  of  Mountblairie  are  the  remains  of  an  old 
caftle,  fituated  in  a  fwamp  now  overgrown  with  alder,  and 
faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Earl  of  Buchan  ;  and  on  an 
eminence  above  it,  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  adjoining  to 
which  is  a  well,  &med  of  old  for  its  fovereign  charms, 
but  now  fallen  into  difrepute.  Within  thefe  few  years 
there  was  an  iron  laddie ;  ai\d  many  ftill  alive  remember 
to  have  feen  the  impending  boughs  adorned  with  rags  of 
linen  and  woollen  garments,  and  the  ciftem  enriched 
with  farthings  and  boddles,  the  oHerings  and  teftimonies  of 
grateful  votaries,  who  came  from  afar  to  this  fountain  of 
health.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Alvah,  towards  the 
north,  is  another  fpring,  which  pafles  by  the  name  of 
Gom's  or  Colm's  well,  in  honour,  very  probably,  of  the  re* 
nowned  Saint  of  IcoltmikiL 
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Name,  SituatioUf  Surfactf  Soilf  ^c. 

STratrmiglo  is  fo  called,  as  being  a  ftrath  or  vallej 
on  both  fides  of  the  water  of*  Migb,  wbidi  runs 
through  it  from  W.  to  £.  and  then  takes  the  name  of 
Eden.  It  is  in  the  preibjterj  of  Cupar,  and  Synod  of 
Fife.  '  It  ]«  5*^  Engliih  miles  long,  and  3  j  broad,  bounded 
by  the  Lomond  Hill  oa  the  S.  and  on  the  N.  by  % 
branch  of  the  Ochil  Hills;  and  by  the,partihes  of  Fort- 
moak,  Orwell,  Amgofk,  Abernethy,  Auchtevmucbty^ 
]|Cettle  and  Falkland.  It  is  partly  flat,  and  partly  hilly. 
The  foil  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  water  is  generally  moift, 
but  tolerably  fertile;  on  the  S.  fide  dry  and  ihallow; 
but  in  the  eafiern  part  of  the  parilb,  on  both  fides  of  the 
water,  it  is  deep  and  fertile.  The  air^  through  a  great 
part  of  the  year  is  rather  moid,  but  not  ui^heakhy,  The 
moil  prevalent  diflempers  are  fevers,  attributed  to  the 
moifhieis ;  but  thtfy  are  not  frequent,  and  feldom  mortal. 
There  are  no  remarkable  mountains.    The  hiUi  are  co- 

vered 
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Vered  with  gnfi*     A  beil  of  freeftone  runs  aloog  the  S* 
fide  of  the  water  of  Mig;lo  Sot  about  3  miles, ,  and  is  afied 
for  building  houfes  and  indofing  ground.     There  is  no. 
other  found,  except  a  white  ftone  on  the  N.  fide  of  thet 
Lomond  Hill,  which  admits  of  a  fine  poIi(h,  and  is  ufed- 
bj  the  richer  fort  of  people  for  heartfaftones,  the  coraera-' 
of  their  houfes,  and  lintels  for  doorsi  and  windows.    A 
kind  of  moorftone  is  fom^times  ufed  for  inclofing  ground 
with  what  thej  call  a  Gallowaj  dike,  or  open  ftone-fence. 

PofuJaHon.s^^'Bj  "Dt  Webiler's  report,  the  numbera 
were  1695  *.  In  the  year  1754,  when  I  waa  ordained  nu« 
nifter  of  the  pariih,  there  were  about  1100  perfons  in  it« 
and  this  year  (1790)  there  are  about  980,  of  whom  about 
470  are  males,  and  510  ar^  females.  From  the  xftof 
Oftober  1783,  when  the  rcgifter  began  to  be  better* 
though  not  exadly  kept,  to  the  ift  of  Odober  1790,  the 
number  of  births  has. been  about  225,  of  burials  abouc 
136,  and  of  marriage  about  95.  There  is  but  one  in^ 
ftance  of  a  very  long  life  well  authenticated,  that  of  one 
James  Beveridge,  who  lived  to  no,  and  was  7  times  mar« 
ried.  •  There  are  a6  farmers,  whofe  families  may  confift 
of  182  perfons  in  all :  About  50  manufaAurers,  46  handi* 
crafdmen,  24  apprentices,  29-iioufehold  and  50  labouring 
fervants,  4  merchants,  and  xto  inhabitants  in  the  town  of 
Strathmiglo.  There  are  about  266  bom  in  other  diftriSa 
or  parishes  in  Scotland.  There  are  19  heritors;  Z2  of 
whom,,  among  which  are  2  families  of  gentry,  refid^ 
There  is  one  writer.  About  750  are  of  the  Eiiabliihed 
Church,  about  228  Seceders,  and  2  Epifcopalians.  The 
populati<|n  of  the  pariih  is  materially  different  from  what 
it  was  25  jtears  ago*  and  the  decreafe  is  attributed  chiefly 
to  the  throwing  2  or  3  fmall  farms  into  one,  and  the  a« 
boUlhing  of  cotteries ;  for,  though  fome  of  the  cotugers 
■  Vol.  IV.  3  E  take 
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taktf  hoQiM  in^the  town  of  Strathmiglo,  others  ga  tad 
fide  in  towns,  where  the  encouragement  to  manofiiAarte 
ift  greater.  Each  marriage  may  produce,  at  an  average^ 
5  children ;  none  have  died  from  want  \  no  laordeas  or 
filicides  have  been  committed;  few  have  emigratedt  and 
none  have  been  baniflied ;  if  any  have  left  the  panflii  it 
was  not  for  want  of  employment.  There  are  about  145 
itthabked  houfts.  At  on  average,  4  petfons  may  be  to 
each  inhabited  houfe*    A  few  axe  uninhabited* 

.^gricukutty  ^r;— -The  number  of  cattle  may  be  about 
50O9  of  horfe»  190,  and  of  (heep  300*     Within  thefe  few^ 
years,  great  improvements  have  beeur  made  in  agriculture.. 
There  are  about  54  ploughs,  all  of  the  common  kind)* 
*f4  carts,  and  2  carriages.     The  panlU  iispplies  itfdf  with 
proviiions  for  common  ofe ;  but  at  the  fame  time,,  it  bcdft 
imports  and  exports.^-26  ye^s  ago  there  were  only  2 
inclofures  in  the  parifli,  and  now  there  are  about  63,  and 
many  of  them  large.    Great  part  of  the  pwilb  b  now  in- 
dofed.     The  peojde  generally  fow  in  April  and  May,  and 
reap  in  Auguft  and  September.    There  is  only  one  wood- 
about  3  quarters  of  a  Scots  mile  in  circumference :  One 
piece  of  marfliy  ground,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  longh- 
and very  narrow :  One  lake,  about  a  qoarter  of  a  mile 
in  circumference ;  and  no  river  except  *Miglo,  which'  ia 
very  fmail.    The  pariih   has  no  peculiar*  advantages  or 
difadvantages  that  1  know ;  except  the  advantage  of  being 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  hilhr  &i*  the  rearing 
of  iheep.     The  land-rent  may  be  about  ly.  2926  Sterling. 
The  rent  of  houfes  cannot  b^  exadly  afcertained,  as  they^ 
are  ci  fuch  di£Eerent  dimensions ;  but  a  heufe  of  -%  fioreys 
may  rent  at  L.  3,  4  s.  Sterling,  and  of  i  fiorey,  if  of  ^ttal 
length  and  brcadtji,  at  L.  x,  x6i. 


«    •  • 


Sti^$Mdf  p€^,  i/c^^Tht  iMag,  iadudi&g  tht  glebe,  i% 
fl  die  Qfdmar/  conyerfion  of  vidual^  L.  xoj,  13  s.  Sterlij^g, 
Lord  Stormont  is  petroo*  The  church  w«8  buik  about 
5  years  ago^  and  the  maiiiie  2  years  iboiier^*— There  are  8 
fMKxr  £unilies»  who  reoeiTe  monthly  penfions,  befides  £imie 
itthers,  who  have  occafiooal  relief*  The  ordiaary  annual 
amount  of  the  weekly  cootributions  is  about  L*  8 :  11 : 4 
Sterliag,  and  the  produce  of  ahns,  and  odicr  fimds  defiined 
liar  that  purpofei  is  about  L.  23  : 3 : 4. 

PrkiSi  WagiSy  ^r.-^Butcher  meat  30  years  ago  was 
dbout  a^d.  now  4'^d.;  and  fo  on  as  to  other  articles  $  a 
4oll  of  wheat  15 s.  now-L.x,  is.;  of  barley  9s.  now  Z4S.i 
«nd  of  oats  8  s.  now  X2S.«— A'day's  wage  for  a  labourer 
in  hnfi>andry  and  other  work,  is  generally  z  s.  without  vic- 
tnals,  and  8  d.  with  them  \  and  fo  on  as  to  other  profef* 
£ons.— *The  fuel  commonly  made  ule  of  is  coal.  The  price 
on  the  coaI«hill  is  ^  d.  for  the  load*  which  is  reckoned  16 
ftone*  They  are  procured  from  Balgonie,  Balbimie^  Loch* 
gellie,  and  Kettle-«-I  cannot  eza&ly  iay  what  the  expence 
of  a  common  iabourer,  when  married,  at  an  average  may 
be ;  but  if  he  has  3  or  4  young  children,  it  may  be  about 
L.  169  lis.  i  and  if  he  and  hb  wife  are  in  health  and  vi- 
gour, his  wages,  with  any  little  ihift  his  wife  can  make, 
flind  it  can  be  but  little  while  the  children  are  very  young, 
is  fnfficient  to  bring  up  his  family.  The  ufaal  wages  of  a 
farmer's  principal  male  fervant,  are  L-  8  Sterling ;  of  an 
imder  male  fervant,  L.  4;  of  a  female  fervant,  L.  2,  5  s. ; 
and  of  a  domeftic  female  fervant,  L.  i,  10  s. 

Mifeettaneous  Obfervations.-^Thzrt  ^tt  only  a  villages. 
The  people  are  generally  of  the  middle  iize.  The  taUeft 
man  I  ever  heard  of,  and  whom  I  knew,  was  about  6  feet  5. 
They  are  in  general  difpofed  to  induibry  and  oeconomy* 

N0 
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No  maoofa&arts  are  carried  on,  except  1)j  ibdividuals, 
Thcj  arc  not  fond  of  a  feafaring  or  military  life.  Property, 
particularly  in  land,  does  not  often  change.  It  (ells,  at  an 
nverage,  at  about  26  years  purchafe.  The  people  are  as 
nnch  difpofed  to  humane  and  generous  aftions,  as  others 
in  their  circumftances  generally  are.  On  the  whole,  they 
enjoy  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  fociety,  and  feem  con- 
tented* — ^The  county  roads  and  bridges  are  in  tolerable  good 
order,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  afleflments  in  money  and 
ftatute-labour,  exa£ted  in  kind.  There  are  no  turnpikes. 
The  general  opinipn  is,  that  if  the  money  raifed  by  them 
is  properly  applied,  it  is  the  only  efiefiual  way  to  make 
good  roads  and  bridges,  and  keep  them  in  proper  repair.— «- 
The  farms  in  general  may  be  at  an  average  of  about  150 
seres,  and  the  average  rent  about  10  s.  an  acre.  The  num- 
ber of  farms  is  diminifhing  rather  than  increafing.— IThe 
manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  much  the  fame  they  were 
36  years  ago,  civil  and  obliging ;  but  their  dre(s  and  ftyle 
of  living  are  very  different.  At  that  time,  though  the 
rents  the  farmers  paid  were  very  low,  they  and  their  fa« 
inilies  were  in  general  cos^fely  clad,  and  lived  in  a  mean 
ftyle  ;  but  now  that  the  rents  are  greatly  raifed^  in  fomc 
places  of  the  pariih  doubled,  and  in  one  fium  almoft  tripled, 
fbe  farmers  are  in  appearance  richer,  and  their  families 
dre(s  and  live  much  better. 
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PARISH    OF    ROW, 

(county    of    DUMBARTON^ 


S^  tie  Riv^  Mr  John  Az,lak% 


Namif  Situaiiofh  Soilf  Fi/b^  ifc. 

THE  name  Row  is  a  Gaelic  word,  and  fignifies  *  a 
'  point.'  Very  near  the  place  where  the  church  is 
fituated,  there  is  a  prettj  long  point  running  out  into  the 
fea.-*-The  parifli  is  fituated  in  the  preibytery  of  Dumbar- 
ton, and  Synod  of  Glafgow  and  Air.  It  is .  between  13 
and  14  miles  in,  length,  and  about  3  in  breadth ;  bounded 
on  the  E.  by  the  parifli  of  Cardrols;  on  the  N.  £*  by  Luis; 
on  the  N.  W.  by  Iiochlong;  on  the  W,  and  S.  by  the  Gare- 
loch,  which  feparates  it  from  Rofeneath,  and  the  frith  of 
Clyde,  which  feparates  it  from  Greenock.  The  £.  end  of 
the  parifli  is  pretty  flat,  the  greateft  part  of  it  hilly,  and  tO" 
wards  the  N.  £•  mountainous.  The  foil  in  general  is  light, 
and  where  it  is  properly  cultivated,  pretty  fertile.  The 
i|ir  is  fliarp  and  healthy.  Fevers  are  the  prevalent  diftem* 
pers.  The  fea*coaft  extends  about  za  miles,  ^or  moft  part 
flat  and  fandy,  but  in  fome  places  high  and  rocky. — Sal- 
inon,  haddocks,  fmall  cod,  whitings,  fmaU  flounders,  and 
fpmet^es  mackerel  and  herring,  are  caught  in  the  lochs 

before 
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before  mentioned,  the  quantttj  not  great.  Salmon  is  fold  at 
6d.  the  poivid,  tron  weight,  at  an  average;  mackerel,  f  d. 
a  piece ;  haddocks,  &c.  i\  a-pound.  The  beft  ieafon  for 
£Jmo&  is  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of  Jnly; 
mackerel,  in  June  and  July ;  haddocks,  from  December  to 
March ;  cod  and  whitings,  in  the  fummer  m^onths.  Sal- 
mon,  herring,  and  mfuskerel  are- taken  v^th  nets;  the  other 
kinds  of  fim  with  long  or  hand  lines.  The  town  of  Gree* 
nock  is  the  principal  market.  A  fpecies  of  whales,  called 
Bottle-Nofes,  have  fometimes  run  a-ground  during  the  tide 
of  ebb,  been  taken,  and  oil  extraded  from  them.  Por- 
poifes  and  feals  are  likewife  to  be  fcen  occafionally.  Sea- 
ware  is  iifed  all  along  the  coad  for  manuring  land,  and 
kelp  is  fometimes  made,  but  in  very  fmall  quantities. 
Twenty  or  thirty- year&  ago,  all  the  hills  were  covered  with 
heath ;  but  iince  the  introduftion  and  increafe  of  {heep, 
the  heath  has  gradually  kflened,  and  thehiUs  begin  to  have 
a  green  appearance. 

Population.-^^Ax.  the  time  of  Dr  Wcbfier's  report,  the 
numbers  were  853.  About  50  or  60  years  ago,  it  api- 
pears  the.  amount  of  the  population  was  about  1300.  The 
.prefent  amount  is  about  icoo.  The  number  of  males 
486,  of  females  yi4.  It  appears  from  the  regifter,  that 
there  are  mofe  males  than  females  bom  \  but  many  of  the 
young  men  leave  the  pariih  in  queft  of  employment,  fome 
as  iailors,  others  as  tradefmen  or  fervants.  There  is  one 
village  in  the  pari(h,  lately  built,  which  contains  about 
100  fouls.  The  annual  average  of  births,  from  May  z. 
1760  to  May  I.  1770;  is  40  •,  from  May  i.  1770  to  May  1. 
^780,  34 ;  and  from  May  1.  1780  to  May  1.  1790,  33. 
There  was  no  di&inft  regifter  of  burials  prior  to  1783, 
nor  can  the  number  of  deaths  in  it  be  eza^y  afeertained 
now  that  it  is  kept;  bocanfe  fipme  of  the  neople  have 

their 
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t&efr  bosj^ng  places  in  the  nei^Aoaring  pariibcst  and 
ibme  from  odier  pariibes  are  brought  here.  The  anauat 
averaget  however,  may  be  about  14.  The  annual  aven 
rage  of  marriages  from  May  1760  to  Mvy  1770  is  7^ 
£rom  May  1770  to  May  1780,  9  ;  and  from  May  1780  to 
May  1790,  10.  There  are  in  the  pariih  65  farmers,  their 
ftnriliea  are  about  525  ki  nan^n  There  b  only  i  &• 
mily  of  Seceders.  The  population^  as  hath  been  already 
oUerved,  has  decreafed  tfaefe  laft  10  or  20  years,  owing 
to  many  of  the  &nns.  being  now  pofTelTed  by  i  tenant, 
which  were  formerly  occupied  by  3,  4,  and  .fometime» 
more^  each  of  whom  accommodated  a  cottager ;  befides, 
fbme  of  the  fsffms  have  of  Is^  years  been  entirely  kepi 
under  grafi,  and  no  tenant  upon  the  grounds.  Each  mar<» 
riage,  at  an  average,  produces  about  6  children. 

jigriculture^  £/£*.— There  are  from  4500  to  5000  fheep  ; 
the  average  price  of  white  wool  is  7  s.  the  ftone,  and  the 
wool  laid  with  tar  5  s.  The  parifh  does  more  than  iofn 
ply  itfelf  with  provifions,  Greenock  is  the  market  for.  the 
overplus  of  grain  and  potatoes,  Glafgow,  Paifley,  Port- 
Glafgow,  Grreenock  and  Dumbarton,  for  beef,  mutton,  &c« 
Oats  and  peas  are  fown  from  the  20th  March  to  the  firft 
week  in  May ;  potatoes  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the 
aoth  of  May ;  bear  firom  the  icth.  of  May.  to  the  8th  or 
loth  of  June.  The  crops  are  reaped  in  general  from  the 
beginning  of  September  to  the  aoth  of  October. 

Stipend^  School^  PooKf  (^i:.— The  value  of  the  living,  in- 
dnding  the  glebe,  is  about  xoo  guineas.  The  Duke  of 
Argyle  b  patron.  The  church  was  rebuilt  in  the  year 
1763.  The  manfe  in  1737.  There  are  8  heritors;  t 
Imall  proprietor  refides  confbntly,  and  anotiier  occafional* 
ty.«— There  are  a  fchools;  the  falary  of  the  parochial 
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fchoolmafter  amoants  to  L«  80  Scots ;  during  the  wxntef 
he  generally  has  from  30  to  40  Icbolars,  in  fiimmer  about 
half  that  number.;  his  emohunentSy  including  feffion-derk 
dues,  fcarce  amount  to  L.  x8  Sterling  a-year. — About 
30  years  ago,  one  of  the  then  heritors  of  the  parilh,  Mr 
Glen  of  Portincaple,  mortified  a  piece  of  land  for  the  fup* 
port  of  another  fchoolmafter ;  the  number  of  fcholars, 
taught  by  him  is  confiderably  greater,  and  his  emoluments 
at  leaft  equal  to  the  parochial  one—There  are  at  prefenC 
8  poor  who  receive  regular  fupply,  and  about  the  fame 
number  occafionally.  The  funds  are  the  weekly  collec- 
tions at  the  church-door,  amounting  to  from  L.  lo  to 
L.  xa  a-year,  together  with  the  interefl  of  about  L.  aao 
of  ftock,  L.  50  of  which  was  lately  bequeathed  by  Robert 
Carmichael,  £fq;  of  Broomley,  a  late  proprietor  in  the 
parifli  of  Bonhill. 

Prices^  JVages^  iic. — ^The  prefent  price  of  beef,  veal, 
and  mutton,  is  6  d.  the  pound,  tron  weight  v  in  harveft,  and 
beginning  of  winter  confiderably  cheaper;  butter,  from 
pd.  to  lod.  the  pound;  cheefe,firom  4s.  to  6s.  theftone;  a 
hen,  from  x  s.  to  x  s.  3  d.  Thefe  articles  of  provifions  have 
doubled  in  price  from  what  they  were  40  years  ago. 
Bear  fold,  winter  and  fpring  X79i,atfrom  x6s.  to  x8s.  the 
boll;  oats  at  i6s.  and  oat-meal  at  from  is.  to  x  s.  1  d»  the 
peck. — The  wages  for  labourers  in  huibandry  are  from 
10  d.  to  I  s.  a  day.  The  ufual  wages  of  men  fervants  em« 
ployed  in  huibandry,  are  from  L.  8  to  L.  9  a  year ;  females, 
from  L.  3  to  L.  4d-~The  fuel  commonly  made  ufe  of  by 
the  tenants,  is  peat  or  turf,  which  is  cut  in  the  moors  of  the 
refpefiive  farms.  Goak  are  likewife  brought  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glafgow,  the  price  of  which  b  greatly 
increaied  of  late  years. 
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Mifcitlaheous  Ohfervations. — There  are  feveral  remains 

of  Popiih  chapek.     Within  thefe  laft  20  or  30  years,  there 

have  been  found  in  idiSereht  places,  4  fldnes  fet  upon  edge, 

with  a  large  flag  covering  them,  the  opening  about  4^  feet  bj 

2^,  in  which  human  bones  were  depofited.-— The  people  ate 

fond  of  a  fea-faring  life ;  during  lafl  war,  from  25  to  36 

able  bodied  feamen,  from  this  pariih,  were  employed  in  the 

navj.     But  the/  are  ndt  fond  of  a  militaf'j  one.-— The 

people  in  general  are  not  expenfive,  a  few  individuals  are 

much  addided  to  8ram  drinking ;  and  the  young  people, 

efpecially  the  females,   fond   of  drefs,  and  more  expen- 

five  in  that  way  than  their  circumftances  can  well  afiFord.-— 

There  ar6  abdut  11  ale  or  father  whiiky  houies;  one  prp- 

perly  called  an  inn,  being  one  of  the  ftages  on  the  line  of 

rpad,  lately  made  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  between  Inve-* 

raray  and.  Dumbarton. — Englifli  is  generally  fpoken,  but 

many  underlland  and  frequently  converfe  in  Gaelic. 
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PARISH  OF  COLDSTREAM; 


(county  of  B£B.WICIC)< 


By  James  Bell,  D.  D. 


Nufne,  Biittation^  Sci/f  Air^  l^c. 

•  < 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  paiiih  was  Lennel,  and  the 
ruins  of  Lennel  church,  diftant  from  Coldilream  a^ 
bout  a  mile  and  a  half  nearly,  ftill  remain;  Eaftward  from.  / 
this  church  there  was  formerly  a  little  town  or  village  call* 
ed  Lennel,  which  was  fo  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  Border 
wars,  that  the  fite  of  it  is  not  known  to  me.  Coldfirean^ 
was  the  feat  of  a  priory  or  abbacy  which  belonged  to  the 
Ciilertian  order,  and  was  fituated  near  the  Tweed,  where  a 
fmall  water,  called  Leet,  falls  into  it.  Of  this  ancient  ilruc* 
ture  a  vault  only  remains.  It  is  probable  that  a  village 
was  formed  near  it,  which,  from  the  pleafantnefc  of  the  fi- 
tuation,  and  the  protedion  afforded  by  the  abbacy  to  the 
inhabitants,  increafed  to  the  fize  of  a  (mall  town.  Before 
General  Monk  marched  into  England  to  yeftore  the  Royal 
Family,  he  made  Coldftream  his  head  quarters,  and  raifed 
that  body  of  men,  which,  being  in  fucceffion  recruited,  haa 
been  called  ever  ^nce  the  Coldftream  Regiment'^of  Guards.^— 

Coldftream 
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CoUftream  is  fitaated  an  the  conaty  of  Berwick,  preflbyte- 
Tj  of  Chimfidey  a&d  Synod  of  Merfe  and  Tiviotdale.  Fla- 
diig  tiie  foot  of  a  compais  at  Lennel  church,  taking  4  miles 
lor  a  radios,  and  the  river  Tweed  as  a  diameter,  a  iemi- 
drde  defcribed  on  the  north  of  that  river  will  give  a  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  extent  and  form  of  the  pariih.  The  length 
from  £•  to  W.  is  from  7  to  8  miles ;  the  breadth  4  miles 
at  an  average.  Coldftream  is  bounded  by  Ladykirk  on  the 
£.  by  Simprin  (now  united  to  Swinton)  on  the  N.  by 
£ccles  on  the  W.  The  river  Tweed  is  the  foathem  boun- 
dtry.  The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  flat.  The 
rifing  grounds  in  the  parifli  do  not  deferve  the  name  of 
hil]s«— «The  fofl  for  the  moil  part  is  rich  and  fertile ;  near 
the  Tweed  light ;  inclined  to  day  backwards.  A  broad 
ilip  of  barren  land  runs  through  the  pariih  from  £•  to  W. 
called  the  Moorland.-*The  air  b  in  general  dry  and  healthy, 
^oldftream  is  fituated  at  a  confiderable,  and  nearly  equal 
diftance  from  the  Chiviot  and  Lammermoor  hills.  When 
the  weather  is  ihowery,  efpecially  if  the  wind  be  wefteriyt 
«the  donds  (from  the  weft)  take  the  dire£Kon  of  one  or  o- 
ther  of  thefc  hills,  pour  down  their  contents  upon  them, 
and  leave  this  parifli  untouched.  There  is  much  more  rain 
at  Dunfe  and  Wooller  than  here.  According  as  the  fum- 
mer  is  wet  or  dry,  Coldftream  is  benefited  or  hurt  by  the 
locality  of  its  fituation.>  Agues  prevail  in  fome  feafons, 
but  not  regularly.  Headaches,  toothaches,  and  nervous 
complaints  in  general,  are  more  frequent  here  than  in  other 
places  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted.  Perhaps  the 
«afterly  fogs  and  rains,  together  with  the  frequent  blowing 
'of  the  wind  from  that  quarter,  may  be  the  caufes  of  thefe 
complaints.  In  the  village,  the  children  of  the  poorer  in* 
l^hkantii  are  liable  to  the  frrophula. 
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7wef^«— Tweed  produces  ball«trouts,  whittings, 
falmon,  and  all  other  kinds  of  filh  common  to  the  rivdTs  m 
the  fouth  of  Scotland.  fiuU-trouts  make  their  appearance 
in  Tweed  during  the  fpring  months,  and  foon  after  go  a- 
way.  When  they  come  in  numbers,  they  are  thought  to 
prognofticate  a  plenteous  feafon  for  gilfes  and  falmon.— The 
intercourfe  carried  on  between  Berwick  and  London^  by 
means  of  the  Berwick  fmacks,  and  the  recent  difcoverj  of 
earrjring  frefli  filh  to  a  difiant  market,  preferved  in  ice, 
render  the  price  of  gilfes  and  falmon  as  dear  at  Coldfiream 
as  in  the  metropolis.  Tweed  is  open  to  fiihing  from  the 
xoth  of  January  to  the  loth  of  Odober.  In  the  livers  to 
the  north,  which  abound  in  fuch  fifh,  the  <^kfi  feafon,  as  it 
is  called,  which  comprehend^  the  reft  of  the  months,  varies, 
and  is  earlier,  I  believe,  for  the  moft  part  in  proportion  to  the 
latitude  of  thefe  rivers  northwards  in  Scotland,  to  the  Tay, 
Don,  and  Dee.  The  fifheries  in  the  Tweed  are  of  fniall 
value  here,  but  not  fo  near  Berwick.  The  gentlemen  con- 
cerned in  them  have  of  late  been  at  great  pains  to  proteft 
and  extend  them.  They  reckon  nothing  more  beneficial 
than  the  taking  care  tUat  the  prote^ion  afforded  to  the 
fifli,  be  obferved,  during  the  clpfe  feafon,  with  the  utmoft 
ilriftnefs.  Meetings  have  been  held  by  the  gentlemen  of 
Merfe  and  Tiviotdale,  lately,  to  deliberate  concerning  the 
pra6ticability  and  expediency  of  rendering  Tweed  navigable, 
or  of  cutting  a  canal  through  thoiie  two  counties  to  the^ 
fea. 

Minerab^  yr.— rBefides  good  freeflone,  pebbles,  feemingly 
of  a  good  quality,  are  fojund  among  the  Aones  and  fand  oa 
the  banks  of  Tweed,  as  well  as  in  the  fields  nigh  that 
river.  Whether  there  is  coal,  is  not  yet  certain.  Some 
trials  have  been  made  without  fucceis.    A  company  near 
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Keweailley  employed  in  that  bofiiielst  en^ed  lately  to 
make  the  experiment  on  a  great  fcale,  and  for  that  end  en- 
tered into  terms  with  Lord  Binning.  The  writs  were  ex- 
tended, an  agent  from  his  Lordfliip  came  to  Coldftream  to 
finiih  and  fettle  the  afiair ;  but  thefe  coDiers  of  the  fouth 
broke  their  faith  with  him,  .and  diiappointed  our  hopes.-^ . 
Shell-marl  was  found  in  one  mi^^,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
rock-marl  in  many  party* 

Po^tf^tf  100.*— According  to  Dr  Webfier's  return,  about  40 
years  ago,  the  numbers  were  1493.  From  the  roll  of  ex- 
aminable perfons  in  1785  «nd  1786,  the  numbers  were 
aoi7.*  In  the  country  part  of  the  pariib,  were  292  maleSi^ 
387  females,  176  children.  In  the  town  and  a  few  houfes 
.  adjacent  to  it,  the  numbers  were  1x62*  Number  of  fami- 
lies in  the  ^own,  305 ;  in  the  country,  189.  I  mufi  remarls;, 
however,  that  the  examination-roll  b  by  no  taieans  a  flan- 
dard  by  which  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  pariih  is 
to  be  eftimated.  This  roll  is  ufually  made  up  by  the  officer 
of  the  feffion,  csdled  the  kirk-officer,  who  is  feldom  a  per- 
fon  in  whom  any  truft  in  a  matter  ot  this  inveftigation  can 
be  repofed.  The  age  at  which  children  are  to  be  inroUed 
is  not  afcertained.  Parents,  according  as  they  have  been 
anxious  to  forward,  or  have  been  negligent  in  their  educa- 
tion ,  are  defirous  to  have  the  names  qf  their  children  early 
inferted  in  or  withheld  from  this  parochial  record.  Still, 
however,  it  gives  a  general  profpefhis  of  the  population  of 
a  pariih.  I  muil  add,  that  the  feffion -officer  in  this  pariih 
^  pne  of  the  few  to  be  depended  upon  for  accuracy. 
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Anooal  liirthB,  fixna  1740  to  1749  indiifiTe^  ffi.6 

from  1750  to  1755,  -  47.4 

firom  11160  to  I7^f  *  53"' 

from  1770  to  1779,  .  ^  5i.» 

firom  1780  to  1789*  43.8 


••«* 


Arervge,  4«.«a 

A&nnal  deatbs,  from  1740  to  Z749»  -         <8«7 

from  1 750  to  1759,  -           «9-3 

from  1760  toi769»  -         t6*x 

from  J1770  to  1779,  *            s^-i 

from  1780  to  1789,  .        x8.5 

Average,  30.94 

tviotts  to  the  year  1786,  the  mimber  of  barials  could  on- 
\j  be  a&ertaxned  from  the  regtfter  of  mortdotfa  money  in- 
terfperfcd  among  the  recoftb  of  the  kirk-feffioo.  The  poor 
who  were  buried  at  the  public  expence  were  not  takea  no- 
tice of  Except  occafionally,  fo  that  there  mnft  be  feme  finaH 
degree  of  inaccuracy  in  the  above  average  account  of  bn- 
tiab.  in  the  town  of  Coldftream  there  are  about  34  day-la* 
bourers,  10  carters',  ieveral  of  whom  farm  j  or  4  acres  of  huid^ 
1 7  weavers,  z  x  ihoemakers,  x  5  wrists,  9  mafons,  6  bakers,  4 
butchers,  4  fiaxiths,  5  gardeners,  3  fadlers,  5  tailors,  11  mer- 
chants, X3  innkeepers  and  ale^fellers,  i  phyfidan  and  2  inr- 
geons.    There  is  a  Seceder  Meeting-houfe  in  Coldftream* 

jigfieubure^  (^r.— The  pariih.prodnccs  the  ordinary  ve- 
getables, plants  and  trees,  to  be  found  on  the  foutfa  eaftem 
border  of  Scotland.  At  Kersfield,  which  belongs  to  Bfr 
Morifon  of  Morifon,  the  trees  are  of  a  large  fize.  At  Hirfel, 
the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Home^  a  few  trees  sear  the  honfe  ex- 
cepted. 
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cepted,  the  jilantatieot  aloog  the  Coaall  wat^r  Leet  art  not  aa 
yet  of  ag^.  There  are  np  natural  woodii.  forefts,  wafte  or 
common  grounds.  Near  Tweed  on  this  fide,  and  ftill  more 
remarkably  on  the  oppofite  bank,  as  &r  as  the  Chiviott  and 
the  ranges  of  hilk  contiguous  to  it,  the  wantjof  trees  attefis  the 
border  de/olations*  Plants  in  far  greater  varietj  are  to  be 
found  in  the  lower  parts  of  Cljrdefiiale  and  Renfrewihire 
than  in  this  pariih.and  its  aeighbovrhood.  Thisp^t  of  the 
Merfie  and  downwards  along  Tweed,  is  not  a  rich  field  for 
a  botanical  jonnkey,  Huibandry  is  well  underftood  in  the 
Merle.^  By  the  Me^e  I  do  not  mean  the  ihire  of  Berwick. 
That  ihire  confifls  of  three  parts:  i.  Landerdale ;  a*  that 
range  of  hills  which,  under  different  natnes^  extends  weft- 
ward  from  the  hcad.of  I^eader  water,  to  the  fea  below  the 
town  of  Berwick  f  and,  3.  that  track  of  country  which  is 
iitaated  between  thofe  hills  and  Tweed.  That  charming  and 
fertile  track  is  properly  the  Merfir,  Lauderdale  excepted. 
The  pariib  fupfdies  itfelf  in  provifions,  and  fends  cattle  and 
com  to  other  markets*  We  have  an  early  harveft,  and  the 
fowing  of  the  crops  is  adjufled  to  this.  The  grols  rent  of  the 
parifli  may  be  abont  L.6ooo  Sterttog  a-year  or  more^^ 
The  rent  of  fiihings  is  L.  93. 

Wages  and  Pricis. — A.  maf(»i's  wages  in  fummer  are  is. 
6d.;  a  day-labourer's  i  s.;  a  man  reaper's  i  s.  ^  a  woman 
reaper's  8  d. ;  a  inowe^'s  1  s.  4  d. ;  men  fervants  wages  are 
from  L.  7  to  L*  10;  yearly;  women  fervants  are  L»3:.  The 
lunds  rdly  as  it  is  called^,  or  wages  of  a  hind  the  year,  at  an 
average,  are  8  bolls  oats,  1^  peas  and  barley,  coals  led»  a 
cow's  graft,  a  pig  and  poultry  allowed  to  .be.fed  at  the  ds- 
rcAion  of  the  mafter.  Hinds  form  the  principal  dais  offer- 
vants  belonjpfflg  to  the  great  farmers  in  thb  net^bourhood* 
Ciood  betf»  miitton,  veal  and  lamb,  fell  at  ^i^  the  lb ; 
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))ork  at  3d.;  butter  at  6d ;  cbeefe  at  5  d. ;  hens  from  8  i 
to  10  d. ;  ducks  from  6  d.  to  8  d. ;  geefe  a  s. ;  turkeys,  2  s, 
6  d. ;  falmon  and  gilfes  at  the  Billingfgate  price. 

Manufafiures, — ^Therc  is  no  town  in  the  foath  of  Scotland 
fo  well  fituated  for  manufa£hires,  in  mj  humble  opinion,  as 
Coldftream.  The  country  in  its  neighbourhood,  on  both 
banks  of  the  Tweed  is  rich  in  com  and  cattle.  The  price 
of  coals  is  moderate.  Wc  are  difiant  from  Berwick  about 
15  miles.  The  greiit  road  between  London  and  Berwick, 
the  road  between  Berwick  and  Kelfo,  and  between  Dunfe 
and  Northumberland,  all  pafs  through  the  town  of  Cold- 
ftream. Goods  manufafbired  here  might  be  thus  carried  ia 
various  direAions  into  England  and  Scotland,' by  ways  of 
communication  already  opened  up.  Should  the  projeSed 
plan  of  a  canal  be  executed  and  carried  near  thb  place,  the 
price  of  coals  would  be  reduced,  and  all  the  advantaged 
would  be  reaped,  which  arife  from  an  inl^d  navigation. 
From  the  excellent  nature  of  the  foil,  flax  might  be  raifed  to 
ferve  the  purpofe  of  a  Hnen  manufafture.  The  good  qua«- 
lity  of  our  barley  would  favour  a  diftiUery  or  a  brewery  ; 
neither  of  which  we  at  prefent  have.  Our  ale,  beer,  and 
porter,  come  from  Ednam.  But  the  woollen  manufaAure  is 
that  for  which  Coldftfeam  is  particularly  well  fituated. 
The  breed  of  (beep  is  excellent,  and  is  ftill  improving.  I 
am  not  fure  if  the  wool,  by  which  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  Leeds  have  rifen  to  fuch  vaft  importance,  be  in  ge- 
neral equal  to  what  is  produced  in  the  Merfe,  Ti  viotdale  and 
Northumberland.  Yetham,  Galafliiels,  Hawick,  places  &r 
diftant  from  coals,  and  not  enjoying  our  advantages  of  com- 
munication, are  puflifog  the  woollen  manufa£hire  with  fuc- 
ceis^     Were  a  proper  plan  fet  on  foot  here  for  carrying  on 

that 
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Siiptfhtt  ichactf  Pwr^  t^^;-^Tbe  diintli  was  built  itt 
17x6^;  die  maafe  in  178a.    The  fttpend  is  L»  80  in  mooej^ 
a;  chalden  ia  mda}»  add  i  chalder  of  barky.     The  gkbe  is 
I  a  acres  of  ^e^jr  g<^d  land.    The  patron  is  Lord  Burning. 
There  are  x6  heritors,  4  of  wboni  refide.— The  tUxrj  of  thai 
icboolmafter  is  L.  16  Sterling.    Preriovs  to  the  year  1735^ 
the  poor  (eem  tb  have  been  entirely  fnppotted  by  the  Sun^ 
day  colleffions  and  the  contributions  of  cfaatitable  perfons. 
It  appears,  that  in  that  year,  the  feffion  admitted  on  their 
roH  as  conAant  penfioners,  3  perfons  at  4  d.  and  3  at  2  d.  a« 
week.    At  diat  time  the  afitdrs  of  the  poor  were  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  kirk- feffion.  and  continued  fo  till  about 
r740.   It  appears^  diat  in  17379  the  firft  demand  Was  made 
npon  the  heritors  to  give  H  regular  affiftance  to  fupport  the 
poor.    It  was  not,  howeyer,  in  general,  pundnaUy  obeyed  . 
on  their  part.     In  174X  the  feffion  reqnefled  that  the  JuflU 
ces  of  the  Peace  woiM  call  for  the  poor's  lift,  and  appoint 
overfeers,  Sec.  conform  to  an  ad  of  feffion  1.  of  pari  i.  of 
Gharles  II.    This  remonflrance  feems  to  hare  had  the  do* 
fired  efied;  for  in  1741,  it  appears,  that  half  the  colledaanL 
was  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  overfeers  for  the  poor.   The. 
Weekly  pay  of  the  poor  in  }  743  was  about  10  s.  Sterling. 
From  the  yeaf  17659  the  heritors  kept  f  regular  minute« 
book  and  a  caih-book ;  their  accounts  after  this  being  alto- 
gether unconneded  with  the  kirk-feffion  records.    In  May 
1765,  the  number  on  the  poor's  roll  was  22,  in  aid  of  whom 
19  s.  X  d.  Sterling  was  the  weekly  afleiTntent.    The  higheft 
allowance  was  one  ihiilinfg.      The  quarterly  afleffment  was 
L.  X3  Sterling.      In    17  70  the  quarterly  afletTment  was 
L.  x8,  and  in  17749  it  amou^ed  toL.  25^  bofides  L.  4  levkdi 
Vol.  IV.  %Q  fcom 
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firom  the  town  of  Coldftream.  The  weekly  payment  beia^ 
L.2  :  6 :  ix.  The  number  on  the  poor's  roll  34.  In  the 
year  of  fcarcity,  17839  meal  was  fold  at  reduced  prices  to  the 
poor,  at  the  ezpence  of  the  heritors  and  tenants,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  L*  112  Sterling,  For  the  inroUed  poor  the  quar- 
terly afleflment  was  L.  40, 14  s.  the  weekly  pay  L.  3,  4  s* 
The  number  on  the  lift  46*  No  demand  has  been  made  on 
the  feffion  fince  1773.  Half  of  a  quarterly  afleflment  was 
paid  by  the  feffion  in  1780  or  1781*  The  collefiion  money 
goes  to  relieve  trade&nen  laid  off  work  by  fickneis,  perfons 
overlooked  or  not  fufficiently  provided  in  the  poor's  lift^ 
poor  whofe  claims  upon  the  parifli  being  dubious,  are  not 
entered  on  the  lift  of  the  heritors,  genteelerfimulies  decayed 
QOt  on  the  roll,  fick  and  diftrefied  perfons  returning  to  Scot* 
land«  a  great  number  of  which  pais  this  way,  and  thelike« 
Owing  to  the  high  afteftment  of  the  pariih,  the  coUe6tion  ig 
fmall.  From  1785  to  1790,  the  yearly  amount  of  poor's 
rates  has  exceeded  L.  220,  the  weekly  pay  above  L.  4.  Two 
evils  have  arifen  from  the  rapid  iacreaie  of  the  poor's  rates* 
The  one  is^  that  trufting  to  thefe  rates,  the  common  people 
do  not  endeavour  to  provide  any  thing  for  a  time  of  ficknefi 
or  fcarcity,  or  for  the  approach  of  old  age.  The  other  is^ 
diat  thefe  rates  have,  in  a  great  meafiire,  deprived  them  of 
the  natural  feelings  of  giving  aid  to  their  relations  in  diftrefiu 
The  neareft  ties  of  confaaguinity  are  difregarded,  and  the 
holieft  afFedions  of  humanity  are  thus  extinguiihed.  N» 
perfon  almoft  is  aftiamed  of  having  his  father,  mother,  bnu 
tber,  or  any  other  relation,  on  the  pauper's  lift, 

Mifiellaneous  Ob/irvations.'^The  only  part  of  the  pariflL 
fttbjed  to  inundations  is  the  Lees  haugh,  which  is  fituated 
between  the  boufe  of  Mr  Marjoribanks  of  Lees  and  Com« 
hill,  and  which  is  bounded  by  Tweed  on  the  S*  and  £. 

and 
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^id  by  Leec  cm  the  N.    Tbe  greatdft  land-Sood  remem- 
bered bjr  tbe  oldeft  people  tben  aliye,  happened  in  May 
1783.^— A  very  remarkable  thnnder-ftorm  happened  ia 
this  pariih  on  the  19th  day  of  July  1785  ;  a  very  accurate 
and  fcientific  account  of  which,  by  Captain  Brydone,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Philofophicid  Tranfadions  of  London.— > 
There  are  two  obelifks  in  the  parifh,  which  were  both  e- 
reAed  by  Alexander  die  late  Earl  of  Home.    The  one 
finall,  built  on  the  centre  pier  of  a  Ghinefe  bridge,  con- 
fifUng  of  two  arches,  over  the  water  Leet.     The  other  lar- 
ger, which  exhibits  in  miniature  the  elegant  and  beautiful 
proportions  of  the  Obeliicus  Matthei  at  Rome.     This  if 
erefted  at  the  foot  of  a  wooded  bank  nigh  the  Leet,  and 
was  intended  by  Lord  Home  as  a  monument,  in  memory 
of  his  eldeft  fon  Lord  Dunglais,  who  died  in  America  of 
the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of  Cambden.— -There 
are  two  imall  tnmufi  in  the  Kersfield  eftate  on  the  top  of 
a  fteep  bank  of  the  Tweed.     The  tradition  is,  that  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  fell  in  one  of  the  border  battles  are 
buried  in  them.— The  fize  and  fiature  of  the  people  on 
thb  fide  of  Tweed  being  the  lame  with  thofe  on  the  other 
bank,    the    following    notanda   of  the    Northumberland 
militia,  which  were  communicated  to  me  by  Mr  John 
Hall,  furgeon,  who  officiated  in  that  corps  in  the  lafi  war, 
will  illufirate  the  fubjed.     The  height  of  the  men  was 
from  5  feet  \Si  inches  to  5  feet  zo^  inches ;  fome  of  the 
grenadier  company  were  6  feet,  6  feet  x  inch,  and  6  feet 
2  inches ;  the  loweft  fize  5  feet  7  inches.     They  were  in 
general  very  ftrong  made,  particularly  the  dais  firft  men- 
tioned.   It  was  remarked  by  judges,  that  this  battalion, 
though  confining  of  fewer  men  than  other  battaUons  from 
ihe  fouthem  counties,  yet  occupied  as  much  fpace  in  the 
Uoe  of  brigade.    The  perfon  who  fumifiied  the  doathing, 

found 
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pjnaA  tbikt  <  gwAQsr  ^nantity  of  doth  i^is  9teeffiii|r 
Ibetn,  tl;itii  ibr  tboie  ^  4ie  ii^iitbiB^  conptieSy  numbers 
being  «qiial.*f?-TIie  pec|ile  tre  mwsh  difpofed  to  iadiiftr^ 
in  the  line  of  buflMmdiy.    We  hi^fe  no  menniiiftttrcs^ 
Thofe  who  are  fond  of  a  military  life,  have  a  ftfedileftiaa 
to  the  Coldftteam  Regiment  of  Gu«rd5.«-*-Tbe  number  of 
ale-hou£99  have  the  woril  efieft  m^on  the  ^eq^e^  ^ncouitt^ 
gis^  ahnoft  every  ^cies  of  vice««^Tbe  kiigiiage  b  di<- 
fUngniihable  &o^  that  fpoken  on  ijie  other  fi4e  of  Twee4^ 
by  the  foft  f oond  of  the  letter  B..    From  that  dvar  fDuth- 
wardy  as  £ur  I  believe  as  Yorkihire,  the  peofJe  univerlaUjr 
annex  ^.  gutuiral  found  to  the  letter  i^  which  snibflM 
places  goes  by  the  namp  fof  th^  Berwick  ibrr^^^^-Thn 
names  of  one  or  two  places  in  the  paiifli  are  dedved  book 
the  Latin,  as  Huxn-^if/ier  and  Zsar^Mroft,  the  gvoonds  %£ 
which  lie  contiguoia.    Bil-cheAer  and  ilow-cbefiei:,  in  tba 
neighbouring  parxib  of  Eccles,  aie  of  ijbe  iame  derivatiooi^ 
The  word  ^  Law"  annejsed  to  the  name  of  16  many  pla* 
ices  in  the  pariib,  attefis,  that  pr  had  bekoged  to  the  kisig* 
4om  of  Northumberland  daring  the  Heptarchy  ^  as 
lawy  Caftle-law,  Spy«law,  Carter-law^  £cc. 
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By  tit  iCrv.  ^r  WiLLiAK-  ^ATXKk«ir. 


iV^MM^  Sittuuift^  ^mfatf  and  SoiL 

T  Oon  is  derived  from  the  Graelic ;  and  is  (aid  to  ^fgt^ 
"  a  low  lying  place."  The  parilh  is  called  Logie 
tmcban^  probably  to  diftingoifli  it  ficoai  odier  pariflies, 
called  hogLt  in  this  county,  fuch  as  Logas  Mar  and  Xo^ 
Durao.  It  is  fituated  in  the  prefrytery  of  ElloB,  and 
Synod  of  Aberdeen,  The  tiver  Ytban  iaterfeds  it  pfetty 
Acarly  in  the  middle*  The  parifli  extends  from  the  chorch 
iqK>n  the  S.  iide  of  the  ri^er  to  the  S«  W.  about  4  Eag- 
liih  oiiks^  bat  is  not  above  a  mile  bKod,  On  the  N.  fide 
ctf  the  liver,  it  extends  about  3  miles,  asd  in  general  is 
from  i{-  to  a  miles  in  breadth*  That  part  of  the  parifli 
wlucb  lies  on  the  N*  fide  of  the  river,  i&  in  the  diftrifl  of 
Bacfaaa  i  that  on  the  S.  fide,  is  in  the  diftrift  of  Format- 
tm*  On  the  N.  of  the  river,  it  is  bounded  by  the  parzfli 
of  Slains  on  the  £• ;  by  Cruden  on  the  N. ;  and  by  Ellon 
on  the  W.  On  the  S*  of  the  river,  it  is  bounded  by  Fo- 
yecan  on  the  S.^  Uday  pn  the  W»)  aiid£llon  oothe  JN.  W. 

The 
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The  furface  is  prettj  flat,  with  feme  rifixig  grounds  in  ic^ 
but  none  that  caa  properlj  be  called  a  hilly  or  which  are 
not  arable  and  improvable.    The  foil  in  general  is   fer- 
dky  but  motfi  barren  on  the  banks  of  the  fiver,  than  fiu:* 
ther  removed  from  it ;  and  the  river.  Ythan,  I  believe,  is 
pretty  fingular  in  this,  that  its  banks,  during  Ijhe  whole 
courfe  of  it*  are  barren,  Tocky,  and  cove2>ed  with  heath, 
(a  few  imall  haughs  excepted),  even  in  a  fertile  country 
where  heath  is  very  fcfirce.     Op  ,the  N*  fide  of  the  river, 
the  foil  is  in  general  a  rich  loam  on  a  clay  bottom,  or  a 
ilrong  red  day,  which,  in  feafons  that  are  neither  too  wet 
nor  too  dry,  yields  a  rich  crop,  but  it  often  .fails*     On  ifche 
S.  fide  of  the  river,  the  foil  for  more  than  a  mile  to  the 
S*  and  W.  is  light  and  black,  on  a  gravelly  or  rocky  bot* 
tom ;  but  as  you  advance  to  the  weftward,  it  becomes  a 
rich  loam^  and  in  fome  places  a  ilrong  unmanageable  red 
day. 

X/tF^.-— Ythan  is  the  only  river  in  this  parifli ;  it  pra- 
duees  falmon,  the  common  bum  trout,  the  falmon  trout, 
and  the  finnack.  The  firft  is  in  feafon  in  fpring,  and  the 
two  latter  in  Auguft ;  it  produces  alfo  eels  and  flounders, 
which  are  highly  efteemed.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
there  is  a  very  fine  bed  of  mufcles  and  cockles,  which  fup- 
plies  the  neighbouring  country,  the  town  of  Aberdeen, 
and  alfo  the  fiihers  of  the  whole  Buchan  coft  with  bait. 
The  mufcles,  about  12  years  ago,  were  fold  at  4  d.  the 
peck  on  the  fpot ;  but  the  prefent  tackfman  raifed  them  to 
6  d.  and  this  fpring  to  7  d.  which  bears  very  hard  upon 
the  fiihers,  who  muft  pay  at  that  rate,  or  L.  i  yearly  for 
each  man  or  boy  who  goes  out  to  fea ;  and  they  are  un- 
der the  necelfity  of  complying  with  his  demands,  however 
nnreafonable,  as  no  fubflitute  has  ever  yet  been  diicovered, 

which 
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whkh  can  anfwer  the  pnrpofisof  belt.  The  muicles  are 
in  feafon  firom  September  to  April  \  but  as  the  muicle 
bed  lies  in  the  pariih  of  Foveran,  I  iball  add  no  more  up- 
on the  fiibje^  as  it  will  perhaps  be  onlj  anticipating  what 
may  be  Ikid  n^ore  properly  in  the  account  of  that  pariih. 
The  lalmon  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon  at  6  d.  the 
lb.  and  as  the  fealbn  advances,  they  fall  to  4  d.  3  d.  and 
even  to  2\A.  if  they  are  plentiful. — ^The  ihellsy  which  con- 
tains pearl,  are  pretty  often  found  in  this  river.  I  have 
not  indeed  heard  of  any  pearls  having  been  found  in  them 
for  thefe  16  or  17  years;  but  I  am  informed  from  good 
authority,  that  a  fsw  years  before  that,  feveral  were  got 
by  people  keeping  cattle  upon  the  water  fide,  and  that 
fome  of  thefe  were  of  coniiderable  value.  A  circumftance 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  within  thefe  few  days,  which 
ihews,  that  the  pearl  fiOiery  of  this  river  was  confidered 
as  an  objed  of  greater  value  fome  time  ago,  than  it  has 
been  for  thefe  feveral  years  paft ;  namely,  that  one  of  the 
predeceflbrs  of  Mr  Buchan  of  Auchmacoy  had  obtained 
a  patent  for  it  \  and  in  the  lift  of  unprinted  aAs  of  ift 
Parliament  of  Charles  I.  anao  1633,  there  is  an  ad,  ^*  re- 
pealing the  patent  for  the  pearl  fiihery,  granted  to  Ro- 
'*  bert  Buchan."  Ythan  is  not  a  large  river,  but  the  tide 
flows  for  more  than  4  miles  up,  and  is  navigable  to  fmall 
craft  for  more  than  3,  which  is  a  great  accommodation 
to  the  neighbouring  country.  About  half  a  mile  below 
this  church,  the  tide  flows  out  into  a  broad  bafon,  and 
covers  a  piece  of  land  to  the  extent  of  90  acres,  called  the 
Sleek  of  Tartie  *,  part  of  the  furface  is  green,  and  produ- 
ces a  fine  fiiort  grais»  which  is  very  fattening  both  for 
blade  cattle  and  horfes.  The  foil  is  mixed  with  ihells, 
and  the  farmers  ufe  it  as  a  manure  with  great  advantage  \ 
they  lay  it  0O9  and  fpread  it  on  the  ground  in  autumn 

and 
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81m  wmteTy  sDu  ploaghr  it  down  n  the  iptin^y  anft  dt  fnif 
manare  alone,  I  IniTe  fren  good  crops  of  bear  ndfed  oii 
poor  outfield  groimd.  Peiliaps,  bj  ndfing  m  proper  dikd 
along  fht  natural  oomic  of  the  ttrer,  the  tide  might  be 
prevented  froin  over uo wing  this  ^ace,  and  by  tins  means* 
a  valnaUe  piece  of  ground  might  be  gained  to  t6e  pro-^ 
prietor ;  the  channel  of  ^e  river  might  be  deepened,  and 
rendered  navigable  to  larger  veffels* 

Produce  and  Staie  f^  ImprwffmirUsy^'KhSbs  and  bear  are 
ahnoft  tiie  only  produffions.    A  few  years  ago,  one  of 
the  proprietors  bnilt  a  fint-milt,  fince  which  time,  the  is- 
liabitants  have  began  to  cultivate  flax;  bat  as  Aey  are 
not  fnfficiently  acquainted  widi  the  proper  mode  of  ma- 
naging  this  ufeful  crop,  it  is  not  yet  activated  to  that  ez« 
tent  to  which  it  is   to  be  hoped  they  wHl  foon  arrive^ 
Ifnprovement3  m  agriculture  may  be  fiaid  to  be  here  only 
in  their  in&ncy.     From  the  eafy  accels  which  the  far- 
mers have  to  lime,  by  means  of  the  Ythan  being  navi- 
gable, it  has  been  ufed  as  a  manure  for  more  than  ao 
years  pad ;  but  fer  want  of  a  proper  check  in  the  mode  of' 
cropping,  after  ufing  this  manure,  they  at  firft  rather  ez- 
haufted  than  improved  their  fields  by  it.    They  are,  hoW" 
ever,  beginning  to  fee  the  impropriety  of  this  praftice  $ 
but  they  ftill,  for  moft  part,  take  3  crops  of  grain  after 
liming,  then  a  green  crop,  either  turnip  or  peas,  and  then 
bear  with  grais  feeds.     Thb  mode  of  cropping,  although 
better  than  what  was  formerly  adopted  in  this  comer  of 
the  country,   would  perhaps  be  reprobated  by  good  far- 
mers ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  a  few  years,  our  far- 
mers will  be  brought  to  crop  their  fields,  in  a  manner  left 
hurtful  to  the  foil,  and  more  beneficial  to  their  landlords 
and  themlelves%    The  ibortnels  of  the  leafesthat  are  coflli-' 
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nionly  granted  in  this  t>art  of  the  countrjr,  muft  be  men« 
tioned  as  one  great  bar  to  the  improvement  of  it.  There 
are  a  few  inftances  of  prettj  long  leafes  granted  lately » 
and  as  moil  of  the  proprietors  profeis  their  readineis  to 
give  longer  leafes  .when  gckKi  tenants  ofier^  I  hope  this 
great  obflacle  to  improvements  in  agriculture  will  be  re- 
moved. There  ate  few  iheep  ;  and  although  .of  late  years 
the  high  prices  of  black  cattle  have  induced  the  farmers 
to  breed  more  of  them  than  they  did  formerly,  yet  grain 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  ftaple  commodity ;  of  which  we  al- 
ways raife  a  great  deal  more  than  is  confumed  in  the  pa*, 
rifli.  A  coniiderable  quantity  is  every  year  fent  to  the 
Aberdeen  market,  and  txpottcd  from  the  Vthan,  when 
there  is  any  demand  from  abroad,  or  from  diflant  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  There  are  62  ploughs  ;  that  moil  general* 
ly  in  ufe  is  the  old  Scots  plough  :  feveral  people  are  get- 
ting ploughs  of  a  more  improved  conilru&ion.  Perfonal 
fervices  by  the  tenants  to  the  landlords  are  entirely  abo« 
liihed  here.  Subtenants  continue  to  pay  fome  fervices  to 
the  principal  tackfman  ;  but  it  is  generally  6  days  only  in 
the  year,  for  ailiiling  at  catling  their  peats,  ahd  building 
their  fold  fences. 

Renis  ami  Size  of  J^arxftj.— The  valued  rent  is  L.  3751, 
133.  4d.  Scots;  the  real  rent  may  be  about  L.  1506 
Sterling.  The  general  rent  of  infield  ground  is  i  j  s.  or 
16  s.  the  acre,  although  fome  of  it  is  fet  at  L.  i  and  up* 
wards ;  good  outfield  fets  for  6  s.  or  7  s.  and  poor  outfield 
firom  2  s.  6  d.  to  5  S.  The  fize  of  the  fatms  is  various  : 
There  are  3  farms  whidi  contain  Upwards  of  300  acres  ^ 
but  two  of  the£e  are  fet  off  by  the  tenants  in  fmallef 
farms,  s^d  they  do  not  occupy  above  one  half  of  them* 
The  general  fize  of  the  other  farms  may  be  about  xao  or 
100,  and  ibme  from  60  to  80  acres. 
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Roads  and  BrU£is.^^Th€  roads  have  been^  made  hj  Sm^ 

tuteJaboury  and  are  ftill  kept  in  repair  bj  the  fame  meana^ 
I  will  not  fay  that  the  ftatate-labour  is  not  fufficient  £or* 
diis  purpofe,  but  in  the  remi£s  manner  in  which  it  is  ex* 
a£ied  and  executed,  it  is  by  no  means  fufficient  for  keel- 
ing them  in  proper  repair ;  and  it  is  pretty  certain,  that 
tnuch  more  work  might  be  carried  on  by  commuting  it, 
even  at  the  low  rate  at  which  the  law  fixes  it,  of  i  s.  6  d. 
each  man  for  the  feafon.  I  believe  an  aft  of  Parliament^ 
obliging  the  country  people  to  pay  money  in  place  of 
working,  would  be  a  moft  effential  fervice  to  the  country* 
It  is  doing  the  gentlemen,  in  this  comer,  no  more  than  • 
juftice  to  fay,  that  they  have  of  late  been  very  attentive^ 
and  at  confiderablc  expence  in  building  bridges;  and 
there  is  great  reafon  to  think,  that  in  a  few  years,  bridges 
will  be  ereftcd  ia  every  place  where  there  is  any  necef- 
fity  for  them. 

Po/>«/^if/o«.— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  40  or 
50  years  ago,  the  numbers  were  575.  At  prefent,  (1791), 
there  are  exadly  538  fouls,  of  whom  284  are  males,  and 
aj4  females.  Upon  an  average  of  10  years,  there  have 
been  10  births,  and  5  marriages  yearly.  As  there  is  no  re- 
gifter  of  burials  kept,  I  cannot  afcertain  the  number  \  but, 
from  the  bcft  accounts,  I  fuppofe  there  are  about  7  yearly 
at  an  average.  The  population  of  this  parifh  is  much  the 
fame  now,  as  it  has  been  for  thefe  many  years  paft.  In- 
deed, after  the  year  1782,  the  number  of  inhabitants  de- 
creafed  about  40  or  50,  owing  to  fome  farms  becoming  va- , 
cant,  after  that  calamitous  period ;  but  thefe  are  now  occtt^ 
pied  by  new  tenants.  A  Seceding  mceting-houfe  was  built 
within  this  parifh  laft  fummer,  but  there  are  only  a  families; 
of  profeffed  Seceders  in  it.  There  are  alfo  a  families  of 
Epifcopalians.  ' 
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Stipend^  School,  Poor,  6*^.— >The  living  confifts  of  5  chal- 
4€r8<tf  vidualy  half  meal,  half  bear,  L.  24,  8  s.  Sterling, 
and  a  glebe  of  about  5  acres*  The  prefent  manfe  was  bnih 
in  1775,  and  the  church  in  1787.  There  are  7  heritors, 
of  whom  only  Mr  Buchan  of  Auchmacoj,  the  patron,  re- 
fides  in  it. — ^As  this  parifli  is  divided  bj  the  Ythan,  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  fcholars.  could  not  eafily  pals  the 
river  to  a  fchool  fitoated  on  any  one  fide  of  it.  Many 
years  ago,  therefore,  a  fchoolmafter  was  placed  on  each 
fide  of  the  water,  and  the  falary,  which  is  only  100  merks 
Scots,  and  the  other  perqnifites,  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween them.  But  from  this  divifion  of  the  emoluments, 
which  wa>  intended  &r  the  accommodation  of  the  parifli, 
both  fides  of  the  water  are  in  faft  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  a  fchoolmafter;  the  encouragement  being  fo  fmall,  that 
QO  perfon  qualified  for  teaching,  can  accept  of  it.— -There 
is  no  parochial  fiind  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  except  the 
weekly  colledions,  which  amount,  upon  an  average,  to  a- 
bout  L.  la  Sterling  yearly ;  and  even  this  fmall  fum  ia 
fufiicient  f6r  the  poor,  as  I  have  feldom  known  the  num- 
ber on  the  roll  to  exceed  5  or  6.— There  is  only  i  alehoufe^ 
kept  at  the  lint-mill,  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who 
bring  their  lint  from  a  didance,  to  be  drefied  at  it. 

jidvaniages  and  Difadvantages. ^-^AAong  the  advantages 
of  this  parifh,  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  foil  in  general 
is  very  improvable.  I  do  not  fuppofe  there  are  20  acres 
in  the  whole  parifh,  that  may  not  be  improved  to  advan- 
tage, confidering  the  eafy  accefs  that  there  is  to  lime,  by 
means  of  the  Ythaii,  the  mod  diftant  parts  of  jdie  parifh 
not  having  above  4  Englifh  miles  of  land  carriage.  The 
navigation  of  this  river  alfo  affords  eafy  accefs  to  coals  for 
fuel,  which  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoll  importance  to  this 
parifh,  as  there  is  no  mofs  in  it,  and  the  mofies  ia  the  neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring  pariihesy  from  which  thej  get  their  peats,  are 
pretty  much  ezhaufied.  This  readilj  fuggefb,  that  taking 
the  duty  off  the  coal  would  be  a  great  means  of  meliorating 
the  condition  of  the  inhabitants ;  as,  yi  that  cafe,  they  woald 
not  only  have  fuel  at  a  cheaper  rate,  but  would  have  it  in 
their  power  to  employ  that  time  in  improving  their  fitrms, 
which  is  at  prefent  necefiarily  occnpied  in  providing  their 
peats,  which  in  general  employs  a  good  part  of  their  fom* 
mer  work,  both  of  themfelves  and  their  horfes.  Confider- 
ing  the  eafy  acceis  that  there  is.  to  coals,  I  think  I  need  not 
mention  the  fcarcity  of  mois  as  a  di£aulvantage  to  this  pa- 
rifh  \  becaufe,  if  thefe  circumftances  would  induce  them  to 
make  uie  of  coals  wholly  for  fuel,  it  would,  upon  the 
whole,  be  for  their  advantage.— It  may  alfo  be  added,  that 
giving  them  longer  leafes,  and  fuitable  encouragement  for 
^clofing  their  farms,  would  be  another  mean  of « bettering 
fheir  condition,  by  exciting  a  fpirit  of  iniprovementt 
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PARISH    OF    GLENHOLM, 

(county    of    PEEBLES.) 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr  Be&ka&d  Halban. 


Namif  Siiuatumf  Surfmcej  Stnl^  lie. 

THIS  pariih  feems  to  derive  its  name  firom  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  fpot  \  the  moft  confiderable  part  of 
it  being  a  glen  or  fhrath,  through  which  a  fmall  rirer  runs, 
having  fome  flat  grounds  along  the  river  fide,  which 
grounds  are  commonly  called  holms.*— It  is  fituated  in  an 
inland  country,  diftant  from  PeebleSy  the  county  town,  a- 
bout  II  miles  S.W.;  in  the  prefl>ytery  of  Biggar,  and 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  It  was  anciently  a  ca« 
racy,  pertaining  to  die  parfonage  of  Stobo ;  when  prefby- 
tery  was  eftabliihed,  it  was  comprehended  in  the  prefbytery 
of  Peebles,  and  afterwards  was  joined  to  that  of  Biggar. 
The  poft  road  to  Dumfries  runs  through  the  lower  part  of 
this  pariih.  On  the  road  here,  at  the  difiance  of  28  miles 
from  Edinburgh,  in  the  opening  of  a  ftrath,  about  a  mile 
in  breadth,  is  a  fmall  river,  called  Holm's  water,  eroding  the 
road,  which  comes  down  between  two  ridges  of  billy  ground. 
The  aicent  of  the  hilly  ground  on  both  fides  the  water  is 
tafy  and  gradual,  for  9  mile  above  the  church ;  on  the  fidea 

of 
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of  the  braes  and  flats  along  the   water,  there  is  arable 
groand,  which  produces  verj  good  grain  \  the  higher  parts 
are  a  mixture  of  green  and  heath ;  but  the  tops  of  the  hills 
are  generally  heath.     The  ftrath  becomes  narrower,  axul 
terminates  in  a  hi^  hill,  which  feparates  this  parifli  firom 
that  of  Guitar.     In  the  lower  end  of  the  parilh,  where  the 
river  croiTes  the  high  road,,  the  country  opens  to  the  north 
eaft  on  both  fides.     This  pariih  hath  alfo  a  confiderable  ex« 
tent  from  north  to  fouth ;  it  begins  about  |  of  a  mile  north 
from  Holm's  water,  and  runs  fouth  along  the  Dumfries 
road  upwards  of  4  miles,  3  of  which  are  upon  the  banks  of 
Tweed.     By  far  the  greateft  part  is  fheep  paflure ;  the  a- 
r&ble  ground  is  generally  of  a  loofe  and  iharp  foil,  of  a 
moderate  depth,  and  in  the  fpots  that  are  heft  cultivated, 
the  crops  are  ftro^g  .and  very  productive.     As  this  country 
is  high  and  hilly,  the  air  is  damp,  impregnated  with  va- 
pour ;  nufis  frequently  hover  about  the  tops  of  the  hills ; 
the  clouds  are  often  intercepted  in  their  courfe,  by  the  hills 
at  the  head  of  this  flratb,  and  brought  4own,  fo  that  we 
have  more  frequent  rains  than  in  the  low  country :  heace 
it  is  ofteii  a  wet  day  at  the  head  of  this  water,  when  it  is 
dry  weather  in  the  lower  end  of  the  pariih ;  but  notwith* 
ftatidiag  dampnefs  is  the  general  quality  of  the  air  in  this 
place,  t][iere  have  been  feafens  when  it  has  fleered  feverely 
through  drought.     Colds  and  rbeumatifms  feem  to  be  the 
prevailing  diftempers.     There  is  a  flate  quarry,  which  con- 
tinued for  many  years  to  be  wrought,  but  was  fome  time 
ago  given  up.     There  is  alfo  a  Umeilone  quarry,  which 
provides  the  farmers  in  this  9eighb(^irhood  with  lime  fc^ 
improving  their  land. 

Bofatlatitm^'^TYit  numbers,  according  to  Dr  Webiier's 
report,  40  or  5c  ye^rs  ago,  were  39a.  Th^  population  ap- 
pears to  have  been  greater  formerly  ttw  ppw,  as  the 

grounds 
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grounds  were  then  pftrcelled  out  iii  fmaller  poffeffloos;  and 
this  is  generally  the  cafe  throughout  this  countrj,  efpecially 
with  refpedr  to  the  (heep  farms,  as  the  management  of  s 
fheep  farm  does  not  require  fucb  a  conflant  iuperintendancer 
as  renders  the  refidenoe  of  the  poflciTori  to  he  neeeflarjr  ;: 
hence  there  are  many  inftances  of  one  farmer  holding  fe-^ 
veral  farms,  and  feme  of  them  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  place  of  his  refidence.     One  confequence  of  thitf 
pra&ice  is,  that  in  this  wa7,.aiheepfarm  will  let  at  a  high* 
er  rate  than    otherwifc,  as  the  fupport    of   this   familjr' 
is  not  to  depend  wholly  on  the  profits  of  that  one  farm* 
At  prefent  there  ate  300  fonis :  was  the  accomit  to  be  taken' 
in  the  fummer  feafon,  it  would  amount  to  fome  more, 
by  the  additional  number  of  maid  £ervants,  hired  for  the 
purpofe  of  milking  ew^s,  and  an  addition  of  hetds*    Of , 
the  above  300,  135  are*  males,  165  are  females,  76  are  un* 
der  the  age  of  10,  7^  are  from  10  to  20.    The  annual  a- 
verage  of  births  is  9.     So  far  as  can  be  coUe^led  from  ob» 
fervation,  the  annual  average  of  deaths  is  3  or  4  at  moil:* 
The  annual  average  of  marriages  is  2.     There  are  10  han« 
dicrafcimen,  42  male  fervants,  24  female;  3  ihidents  at  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinbm'gh,  14  Seceders,  2  perfons  who  were 
born  in  Jamaica,  158  who  were  bom  in  other  pariihes  in* 
Scotland,  44  married  men,  including  widowers,  and  iS- 
bachelors,  reckoning  them  from  20  years  and  upwards* 
Marriages  have  produced  4  children  at  an  average :  none 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  parifli  for  want  of  employ- 
ment.    Tliere  are  55  inhabited  houfes. 

Agricukurty  \3c* — ^The  land  rent  is  at  lead  L.  1000.  There 
aire  about  5000  fheep,  150  black  cattle,  60  horfes,  340  boUs 
of  grain  fown,  50  acres  in  fown  grais,  28  acres  in  turnip^ 
a  part  of  which  are  allotted  for  iheep  to  pafture  on,  and*^ 
part  to  fatten  cattle  for  the  butcher,  with  14  acres  of  pota- 
toes.   The  pafifli  is  able  to  fupply  itfelf  with  provi(ions» 

There 
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There  is  fome  gndn  yearly  exported,  but  leis  thaii  former^ 
ly,  the  grounds  being  more  in  pafture.  About  50  fcore  of 
iheep  are  yearly  exported  for  the  butcher.  The  time  of 
lowing  is  in  the  firft  good  weather  in  March,  and  the  ordi- 
nary time  of  reaping  b  in  September.  There  was  ancient^ 
ly  a  confiderable  extent  of  fheep  ground  at  the  head  of  the 
parifh,  which  was  common  to  moft  of  the  heritors,  but  vras 
£bme  years  ago  divided.  There  are  12  ploughs,  generally 
of  the  Scotch  kind ;  36  carts.  Befides  the  reliding  heri- 
tors, who  &rm  moft  of  their  lands,  there  are  6  tenants,  and 
3  or  4  very  fmall  ones.  There  are  a  dtfadvantages  this 
place  labours  under.  From  its  fituation,  the  crops  are  often 
hurt  by  the  early  frofts  in  autumn.  Sometimes  the  froft 
will  touch  the  crop  in  the  month  of  Auguft.  In  that  fea* 
fon,  the  hoar  froft  will^metimes  hover  as  a  mift  over  the 
low  damp  grounds,  and  the  crops  in  thofe  tracks  are  more 
or  leis  hurt.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  in  a  field  of  pota^ 
toes,  growing  in  a  declivity,  that  on  the  fame  ridge  of  po- 
tatoes, in  the  lower  end,  the  leaves  would  be  blackened 
with  the  froft,  while  in  the  upper  end,  they  have  remained 
in.  their  proper  verdure.  The  lofles  to  which  the  crops 
are  liable  through  frofis,  as  well  as  the  advanced  price  of 
labour,  are  inducing  fome  to  turn  their  grounds  more  into 
*"  pafture.  Another  di£uivantage,  is  the  great  diftance  from 
coal,  which  is  no  leis  than  14  or  15  miles,  and  the  labour 
of  driving  home  fuel  gives  a  great  interruption  to  the  ope-* 
rations  of  huibandry. 

Stipend^  Scbool^  Poor.— The  value  of  the  living  is  about  L.  70 
aryear,  including  2  chalders  of  ineal,  and  x  chalder  of  bear.  The 
glebe  is  about  6  acres,  very  good  in  quality;  the  inconvenience 
arifing  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  glebe,  is  in  fome  meafure 
remedied,  by  the  incumbent's  renting  a  fmall  farm  of  arable 

ground. 
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]prcnmd.  The  patron  is  the  Duke  of  Qgeenfberfy.  Theit 
«re  8  heritors,  of  whom  3  refide.-^The  Salary  of  the  fehoot- 
teafler  is  100  merks  Soots,  which  is  the  mtnimmm  ap» 
]^iiited  by  kw.  Fees  for  teaching,  are  x  s.  the  garter  for 
resding,  and  ^s.  6d.  for  writing  and  arithnaetie.  The 
ttmnber  of  icholats  has  heen  between  30  and  30.  The 
Jblary  and  emoluments  do  not  amount  to  the  value  of  a  la» 
bouring  fervant's  wages  and  board  \  and  4]«nce  the  prefent 
fdioolmckftet,  finding  his  income  quite  infufiicient  for  the 
Aspport  of  bis  fiimily,  has  had  recourfe  to  fliopkeeping,  and 
diis  has  created  a  prejudice  againft  ibe  fchool,  and  made 
ie^ral  averfe  from  fencing  tbeir  children  to  it»  apprehend- 
ing that  the  eonrfe  tA  teaching  nt^Sl  be  much  interrupted  by 
the  bufineft  of  the  fliop,  which  has  greatly  redueed  the 
Aumber  of  fehdars,  whereby  the  education  of  the  youth  ^bI 
Has  place  Inftains  a  lofi  tfiat  is  to  be  regret*ted.-^'n>e  num- 
ber of  the  poor  has  been  femedmes  4,  fometiflftes  3,  or  2,  at 
prefent  there  is  only  one  who  ift  foppUttd  regidar]y  once  a- 
tnwek,  and  onSket  two  who  redeiTe  ocoafiomifiy;  '  The  aA* 
bual  average  of  the  coUedions  is  aboat  L.^,  los.  It  is  a 
]o&  to  the  poor  innds  here,  that  the  moft  opulent  of  the  he« 
titors  do  not  refide.  And  thongh  indeed  the  law  makes  ft 
|^oyifi<m  by  affciffinents,  in  ^he  eafe  oJf  l^  collefiions  be- 
coming deficient ;  yet  the  refidenteit  in  the  patilk  woold 
teckon  k  a  hardfliip  to  be  e<}aaUy  involved  bi  an  aflUTme^ 
^th  ihe  ti6D-fefiding  he^tsors;  iMwilSbAandihg  they  con^ 
Vibute  by  their  Weekly  eoUeffiottsv  At  the  fame  time  h 
ttttft  be  'owned,  to  tlie  hononr  ^£  bothrefiding  and  tioni^rti. 
£ding  heritors,  that  in  winter  178a  and  1783,  when  there 
was  extraordinary  occafion  of  attending  to  the  poor,  they 
"rary  gelMcMdly  «Mtributed  a  ftM  to  pnrdxafe  meal. 

Prict$>,  fViagif^  wti  Fuef.'^Tht  priee  ef  previfiona  h 
Marly  the  lame  with  that  of  Edinburgh  market. — ^The 
wages  of  labourers  in  hulbandry  are  generally  8  d.  a-day 
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and  their  meat,  and  x  s*  whhoat  their  meat.    The-  wag«9 

ef  a  male  fervant  are  L.  6  a^year.     The  wages  of  a  female 

iervant  are  L.  i,  5  8.  in  the  winter  half  year^  and  L.  2  in  the 

fummer  half  year.     The  reafon  why  the  fummer  wages  4o 

So  much  exceed  the  winter,  is  the  labour  of  the  ewes  milk- 

ingy  which  is.  reckoned,  a  fevere  talk,  wbi^  nothing  but 

high  wages  can  induce  them  to  engage  in;  and  part  of  that 

wage  having  been  by  long  ufe  paid  in  wool,  the  rife  in  the 

price  of    that  commodity  has  contributed  to  raife  their 

wages.— With  reiped  to  fuel,  about  40  years  ago  peat  waA 

almoft  the  only  kind  of  fud  that  was  ufed  in  this  pariihy 

of  whieb  therein  to.  be  got  very  good  in  ^isLi^d,  but  at  m 

•great  ctiilaace,  on  the  top  of  fteep  hilk^  and  difficult  of  ac- 

eels;  and  hence  the  principal  inhabitants  .have  entirely 

^tted  the  ufe  of  that  fpecjfes  of  fuel  for  many  years  pafi^ 

and  ^nd  they  can  more  eafily  provide  themlelves  witk 

•coals,  and  only  fuch  as  are  thirled  to  certain  mills,   (of 

which  there  are  2  in  the  parifli),  do  caft  a  few  on  thofe 

heights  for  the  purpofe  oCdryipg  tjieir  grain  at  the  kilo^ 

which  they  axe  obligpd  to  fiumfli  by  their  thirlage.    The 

cottagers  are  provided  witb  a  kind  of  peat,  of  an  inferior 

quality,  which  are  to  b«r  found  in  low  damp.grpunds,  nev 

their  dwellings,  and  are  fuch  as  require  a  part  of  coal  to  be 

ufed  along  with  theok    The  ooala  are  broiigbt.from  a  great 

diftance  ^  fome  from  Douglas,,  which  is  reckoned  beft  ia 

quality,  and  is  about  14  or  15  miles  diftant  ^  and  fome  ase 

brought  from  Cailop,  which  is  fomewhac  nearer.    The 

price  is  I  s*  6  d.  a  load,  the  load  being  la  ftone  Dutdi 

weight.     • 

jlntiquitm* — There  are  in  the  pariih  remains- or. veftigis 
of  6  old  caftles  or  towers,  which  were  inhabited  by  the  an- 
cient proprietocs  of  the  grounds,  and  feem  to  have  been 

.  _  bui^t 
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%iult  in  ft  ftrong  tnaiiaer,  for  defence  ftgunft  the  bordereif » 
who  made  frequent  incnrfions  in  thofe  dftjv.  There  arc 
▼eftiges  of  what  appear  like  camps,  in  3  fevmd  places; 
but  there  is  no  traditioa  concerning  them,  to  (kow  whether 
At  J  have  been  encampments  in  time  of  aftnal  war,  or 
have  belonged  to  a  chain  of  wafiching  poAs,  to  convey  an 
jJarm  from  one  part  of  the  conntry  to  another ;  for  they 
are  in  lofty  fituatioos.—- There  is  a  plain  by  the  fide  of 
Tweed,  on  which  there  are  feveral  mounts,  apparently  ar« 
tificial ;  on  one  of  them  there  was  an  appearance  of  feve* 
ral  rifing  fpots  of  ground.  The  proprietor  had  the  curi* 
«fity  to  caufe  one  of  them  be  digged,  and  there  found  the 
Skeleton  of  a  man,  with  bracelets  on  his  arms ;  the  body 
was  indoled  in  a  ftone  building,  with  a  ftone  cover ;  and 
aigh  him  was  an  urn.  Another  was  alfo  opened  in  the 
fame  fpot,  where  they  found  the  remains  of  a  body,  greatly 
confumed« 

Po^-o^r^.— The  conveyance  of  letters  to  this  parilh,  10 
by  the  poft-office  at  Bield,  which  is  7  miles  diftance.  It 
Is  reckoned  that  this  poft-office  is  not  placed  in  the  moft 
favourable  fituation  for  accommodating  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  in  this  diftrid,  who  have  frequent  correfpondence 
^y  poft;  and  that  there  is  #  public  houfe  in  this  pariOi, 
on  the  poft-road«  to  which  the  opening  of  the  bag  might 
be  transferred  with  advantage,  viz.  Rachane  Mill.  At 
Bield  there  is  only  one  gentleman's  family,  and  the  mi- 
nifter ;  whereas  there  are  9  or  10  in  this  pari(h  and  neigh- 
bourhood, whom  a  poft-office  in  the  above  mentioned  place 
would  accommodate.  If  it  be  not  thought  proper  to  re- 
move the  poft-office  from  Bield,  there  fliould  be  allowed  a 
bag  to  open  at  Rachane  Mill.  The  gentlemen  in  this  pa* 
Xiibj  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  lately  joined  in  a 

petiuoD 
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pttidoa  t^  tfaf  poA-offi^e  for  that  fvnipot^  rtpreftojiiag  dM 
Ib^  having  thia  com«i«iio«i$  omTejosce,  w«>id  tftcoon^ 
liich  aa  additional  mvnb^?  of  Ua»ts  Stnt  by  poft»  as  woid4 
VMM  than  defray  tb«  eq^imo^  thai  wovUi  be  incurved  »  wi 
tfaat«  if  it  iboold  not,  thej  wmM  bio4  tbeioMtves  to  pay 
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PARISH   Of  FALKLAND, 
(CO0KTT  OF   FIFE.) 


By  th0  RifL  Mr  Ah4>rew  B&owk. 


Namif  Si$uq$iomf  Soil,  Surface^  %Sc. 

npHE  ancient  name  of  the  parifli  was  KUgour;  in  thtf 
Gaelic  language,  Cul^awn  is  the  ^  hill  of  goats/  Its 
modern  name  is  evidently  taken  from  that  of  the  town,  ot 
ter^y  and  probably  took  place  in  that  year  in  which  the 
ehurch  was  transferred  from  Kilgour  to  Falkland^ — It  is  fi« 
tuated  in  the  prelbjrtery  of  Cupar,  and  Synod  of  Fife.  The 
eontiguous  pariflies  are,  on  the  W.  Strathmiglo,  which  alfo^ 
by  a  narrow  ilrip  of  land  ftretching  along  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  water  of  Eden,  ieparates  it  from  Auchtermuchty,  and 
bounds  it  on  the  N.i  on  the  E«  Kettle  and  Markinch ;  and 
•n  the  S.  Leflie  and  Portmoak*  It  is  of  a  regular  form, 
and  approaches  nearly  to  a  fquare  of  about  10,000  acres. 
Its  general  afped  is  not  unpleaiant.  On  the  N.  there  is  a 
eonfiderable  plain  or  flat,  called  the  Park  of  Falkland,  ex-> 
tending  about  a  mile  and  an  half  fquare,  from  which  the 
fiiiface  gradually  rifes  to  that  hilly  ridge  which  forms  the 
Lomonds.  That  ridge,  which  is  the  fteepeft,  a  little  weft 
•f  the  town,  is  ikarted  with  furtef  above  which  it  prefents 
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a  beantifal  verdure  at  all  feafons,  and  rifes  into  a  conical 
fommit,  called  the  eailem  Lomond.  On  theeaftem  fide  of 
this  hill  the  ridge  gradually  flopes,  and  is  partly  verdant 
and  partly  heathy.  On  the  weft  the  defcent  is  fteeper,  to 
the  gap  or  opening  which  feparates  it  from  the  weftem  Lo- 
mondy  and  which  extends  above  a  mile  nearly  on  a  leveL 
Upon  the  northern  front  of  this  intermediate  fpace,  the 
eaftem  part  of  it,  which  fwells  beyond  the  line  of  the  ridge» 
rifes  in  4  tires  of  hills,  refembling  fo  many  fegments  of  a 
circle.  The  loweft  is  totally  covered  with  a  Ihort  heath, 
interfperfed  here  and  there  with  abrupt  and  rugged  mailes 
of  freeftone  rock.  It  is  well  named  the  Black  Hill.  From 
its  fummit,  z^  you  approach  the  foot  of  the  fecond,  the  fur- 
face  becomes  verdant ;  but  the  face  of  the  hill,  which  is 
called  the  Stony  Fold,  is  covered  with  loofe  heaps  of  bine 
moor-ftone,  very  hard,  and  of  the  fineft  grit.  They  are 
found  in  various  (hapes  and  fizes,  from  that  of  the  fmalleft 
pinningSy  to  the  moft  folid  binding  mafies  employed  in 
building.  The  fides  and  top  of  this  hill  are  clothed  with 
a  clofe  and  beautiful  verdure,  from  which  it  is  named  die 
Green  Hill,  and  is  reckoned  fuperior,  as  a  flieep  walk,  to 
all  the  furrounding  pafture.  Of  fimilar  form,  but  Ie(s  mag* 
nitude,  are  the  two  remaining  hills,  by  which  you  rife  to 
the  common  ridge  which  divides  the  Lomonds.  Their 
grafs,  too,  is  of  coarfer  quality  than  that  of  the  Green  Hill* 
bat  ftill  very  fit  for  pafture.  The  weftem  part  of  this  in- 
termediate fpace,  and  which  is  divided  from  the  eaflem  by 
a  deep  ravine,  ftretches  from  the  circular  into  the  reOuIi- 
neal  appearance ;  and  from  the  firft  afcent,  which  is  highez;, 
more  abrupt  and  broken,  runs  to  the  fummit  of  the  ridge, 
by  three  different  afcents,  bearing  fome  refemblance  to  ter- 
race walks  in  a  hanging  garden.  From  the  fummit  of  tht 
liill  and  ridge,  the  fouthem  afped  has  little  variety,  but  a 
m4u4  and  uniform  defcent,  till  it  jwns  the  pariflies  cf 
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Lidtie  and  Portmoak^— The  foil>  as  well  ai  the  &rfikce«  is 
confiderably  diverfified.    Part  is  of  a  light  brown  loaiii» 
upon  a  red  bottom,  part  a  light  black  iand,  with  a  mixture 
of  mois,  and  in  the  plain  or  flat  of  Falkland  Park,  already 
mentioned,  part  of  it  is  barren  land  and  gravel,  covered 
^vith  ihort  heath  and  furze,  but  a  greater  part  of  it  deep 
black  mois,  generated  from  the  oak  and  other  timber  which, 
grew  there,  when  it  was;;inclofed  for  a  hunting  park  to 
rojal  fportfmen,  fome  of  which  hath  been  cultivated  at 
great  expence,  and  the  reft  is  Ijing  in  its  natural  ftate. 
That  track  of  land  which  extends  almoft  the  whole  length 
«f  the  pariih,  from  weft  to  eafi,  between  the  plain  and  the 
foot  of  the  eaftem  Lomond,  is  generally  of  deep  loam,  and 
needs  only  proper  culture  to  produce  both  fure  and  luxu- 
riant crops.     On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill  and  ridge,  the 
foil  is  fpungy  and  wet,  more  fit  for  pafture  than  for  the 
plough.    About  one  half  of  the  pariih  may  be  confidered 
as  pafture-ground,  in  which  is  included  the  eafter  Lomond^ 
and  that  part  of  the  weftem  which  lies  within  the  parifli, 
both  of  which  are  a  commonty  to  the  contiguous  heritors, 
and  the  town  of  Falkland. — ^The  air  is  of  a  middle  tempe- 
rature, rather  dry  than  moift,  particularly  about  the  town 
of  Falkland,  and  that  track  which  ftretches  along  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  both  to  the  eaft  and  weft.   For,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  Lomonds  attraA  the  moift  vapours  floating  in  the  fur- 
rounding  atmofphere,  and  either  colled  them  in  fogs  about 
.their  head  and  ihoulders,  or  conduA  them  along  their  range 
in  ihowers.     On  the  other  hand,  the  creeping  fogs  which 
let  in  from  the  eaft,  more  frequently  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
attraded  by  the  water  of  Eden,  interfering  the  valley  be-^ 
tween  Falkland  and  Auchtermuchty,  and  by  the  planting 
and  marihy  ground,  fettle  there,  and  leave  the  air  more  dry 
and  pure  on  the  rifing  ground,  or  that  part  of  the  pariih 
which  is  moft  populous.     In  general,  therefore,  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tuiXM  ore  Tery  health;^ .  Formcrlj,  tfaoie  whb  Uv«il  cm  di# 
low  groundA  arc  Caid  tio  Jiare  been  fiibjeft  to  agoiih  c(»tt« 
plaintsy  wfakb,  no  doubt,  arofe  from  their  vici&itj  to  ttidfr 
and  ni«rfli,  and  the^ftagtiation  «f  traittr  from  tbe  o^rftow* 
ing  of  the  Edep,  which  fdmetilnefi  covered  a  great  part  of 
the  valle  J.-  But  of  late  ^ttr%  die  ooies  and  mai&es  hat% 
been  much  drained,  and  in  this  ndi  j^bourhood  the  £dea 
conEned  within  its  banks,  hj  ftinew  liraight  cut  or  channely 
and  the  aguiih  complaintfl  are  left  frequent*  Froaa  the  Tuti^ 
monds,  on  all  fides,  iffue  ^rings  and  foiall  ftneaas  of  the 
pureft  and  moSt  wholfeme  water,  fo  that  the  inhabkantft  en* 
joj  in  great  perfeftifon  that  tieoeflkry  of  Ufbi  and  moft  fahs» 
tary  beverage. 

The  Lomonds  are  the  only  hills  Which  deferve  no- 
tice, and  that  not  from  tfteir  natural  magnitude,  bat 
their  relative  fitnation  afid- appearance.  As  being  the 
higheft  ground  of  the  county,  they  command  a  very  cxten^ 
five  and  variegated  profped  into  many  ncdghbouring  and 
diftant  counties,  and  are  feen  by  travellers,  iti  ibme  dircc^ 
tions,  at  a  very  great  diAance.  The  eafiem,  which  is  the 
mod  regular  and  beautiful,  is  faid  to  be  about  550  yards 
above  the  level  of  the  plain  already  mentioned;  and 
where  it  is  moft  acceffible,  feems  to  have  beeki  lo^tified  near 
the  top,  with  a  deep  trench,  for  what  purpofe,  there  is  no 
record  or  tradition.  Very  near  the  higheft  part  «(f  the  hill, 
there  is  a  fmall  cavity,  about  a  foot  and  an  half  diameter, 
which,  in  rainy  weather,  coUeS^  ftrtne  water,  and  is  caUed 
by  the  common  people  a  ({pring  or  well,  but  by  feme  tra- 
vellers a  volcanic  crater ;  and  the  floues  immediately  under 
tite  northern  fummit,  though  common  to  &e  wholt  ridge« 
and  without  any  appearance  of  cateJnatkm  or  vitrificattOU, 
are  carried  a^y  in  triumfA,  and  exhibited  as  i^[)eGimens  «^ 
trolcanxc  lava  found  in  the  eaftem  Lomond.  The  Weftem 
hill  is  confiderably  higher,  and  has  on  its  top  ^  l«rge  heap 
uf  loofe  fiones,  or  a  cairn,  fuch  as  is  found  on  many  hills 

and 
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fthd  motintains  of  Scotland*  On  the  ealftem  Lomond  y^ 
t>lent7  of  limeftone  rock,  a  few  feet  below;  and  in  fome 
places  very  near  the  furface,  alid  eaiily  wrought.  There 
are  alfo  ftrata  of  coal  of  very  good  quality^  but  not  yet  dif- 
tovered  in  fuch  quantity  aa  to  be  thought  worth  the  dig- 
gingy  efpecially  in  a  country  where  there  is  abundance  of 
fine  coal,  at  a  re^fonable  rate,  in  the  fieighbburing  pariihes 
of  Leflie  and  Markinch.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lanie 
hill,  too,  was  formerly  difcovei^ed  a  lead-mine  of  very  rich 
ore ;  bttt  either  through  unlkilfulheis,  or  necefiity  of  circuni- 
fiances,  ^ven  up*  It  is  now  opehed  again,  and  with  hope 
of  fucceis.  There  is  alfo  in  the  pilirifiit  pafticularly  on  the 
Lomond  hills,  plenty  of  fand,  and  moorftohe  of  good  qiia** 
lity  for  building,  and  ^afily  got  at.  Marl  and  fuller's  earth 
have  been  difcovered,  but  in  Imall  quantities.       . 

Po/»Z!tfib/f.— Accdrding  to  Dr  Webfter's  reports,  the 
numbers  were  1795*  In  the  pafiih  at  prefeht  are  2198 
fouk.  Of  thefe  937  are  in  the  town  of  Falklstnd,  120  iil^ 
Ballinblae,  a  contiguous  village,  193  in  Newton,  another 
village,  476  in  Freuchie,  another  village,  and  472  in  what 
as  properly  the  country  part  of  the  pafiih. 
Of  thefea87  Males,  265  Fern,  from  i  to  io  years  of  age; 
235    ■  ■   '      210  —  from  10  to    20 

2^4 4^y    ■     ■  from  20  to    jO 

'39         '     156  —  from  50  to    70 
33 52     ■  '   frbnbi  70  to  lOQf 

1068  -*i^—  1 130 

In  a  date  of  celibacy,  including  that  of'  widowhood,  are  304, 
of  whom  91  are  males,  and  213  females,  reckoning  the 
fiate  of  celibacy  from  25  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The 
prefent  number  of  the  married,  and  of  thofe  in  a  date  of 
widowhood,  who  have  had  children,  is  464.  Of  thefe  h'aVe 
Vol.  IV.  3  K  beta 
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been  bom  2373  children^  fecond  marriages  includedy  wMcb 
is  5  to  each  family.     The  proportion  of  barren  to  prolific 
marriages,  is  as  i  to  31.    Of  the  Efiabliflied  Church  i860, 
•  Seceders  338. 

The  annual  Inrths,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  the  prece^ 
ding  7  jears/  from  1784  to  1790  inclufive,  are  as  follows. 


Males. 

Females. 

Tu.  Births. 

Mar. 

Dtatis 

In  1784 

28 

21 

49 

14 

36 

1785 

26 

a* 

50 

18 

29 

1786 

33 

22 

35 

2Z 

33 

1787 

*5 

24 

49 

i5 

29 

1788 

3* 

22 

54 

1% 

48 

1789 

30 

26 

56 

II 

3» 

1790 

41 

28 

69 

20 

30 

The  annual  average  of  births  for  the  preceding  7  jeafs,  is, 
6(  males  30,  of  females  24,  of  marriages  16,  and  of  deaths 
^4.  The  proportion  between  the  annual  births  and  the 
whole  population-,  is  as  3  to  122 ;  between  the  annual  mar- 
riages and  the  whole  population,  as  i  to  131,  and  between 
the  annual  deaths  and  the  whole  population,  as  i  to  614- 
Theiie  calculations  and  proportions  are  founded  on  the  pa^ 
rifli  regifier,  and  according  to  it,  as  near  the  truth  as  whole 
numbers  will  admit.  But  the  regifler  of  annual  deaths  b 
not  pretended  to  be  nearly  accurate,  as  is  evident  froia 
the  proportion  between  them  and  the  whole  population, 
which,  it  is  believed,  falls  confiderablj  (hort  of  the  annualr 
proportion  of  mankind  that  die,  even  in  the  moft  favour- 
able of  the  common  circumftances  of  human  life.  For 
many  years  the  pari(h  of  Falkland  has  been  confidered  as 
very  flationary,  in  refpeft  of  population,  manufafture  and 
agriculture.  Of  late  it  has  made  fome  progrels,  though 
flow  and  gradual.     The  increafe  of  population  in  the  laft  7 

years. 
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jtan  is  168,  and  arifes  more  from  the  increafe  in  the  fa« 
milieSt  than  from  that  of  their  number. 

McuiufaBure.'^VL  the  pariih  are  337  tradefmen,  of  whom 
50  are  apprentices.  Of  thefe  231  are  weavers,  45  fhoe- 
makers,  %%  tailors,  12  mafoos,  16  wrights,  including  wheel, 
plough,  cart,  wrights,  and  cabinet-makers,  of  the  lafl  ver^ 
few,  and  x  i  blackfmitfas,  each  trade  including  its  propor- 
tion of  apprentices.-^-The  weaving  of  coarfe  linen  is  the 
principal  branch  of  manufadure,  and  that  is  principally  car- 
ried on  in  the  town  and  villages.  Suppofing  the  number 
of  looms  well  employed,  and  it  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be 
fuppofed,  200,  the  quantity  of  yam  annually  manufac- 
tured, at  300  fpindles  to  each  loom,  is  60,000.  The  va- 
lue of  the  above  yam,  manufaAured  and  brought  to  mar- 
ket, at  3  s.  9  d.  the  fpindle,  is  L.  11,250  o  o 
A  complete  tradefman  will  weave  400  fpindle  in  the  year, 

which  at  9  d.  the  fpindle,  the  highefl  price 

given,  is  -         /  -  L.  i  j     o     o 

Dedud  for  winding  200  fpindles  woof,  at  i^d. 

the  fpindle,  -  -  150 

The  weaver's  wages  are  -  -  L.  23150 

The  markets  for  their  green  doth  are  Auchtermuchty  and 
Cupar.  The  other  trades  do  little  more  than  fupply  the 
demands  of  the  inhabitants.  There  are  alfo  cloth-mer- 
chants and  grocers,  fully  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
place* 

./j^riar//tfr#.-— Agricultm-e,  from  its  long  mde  Ibte,  has 
of  late  years  made  fome  progrefs,  and  the  arable  part  of  tJie 
pariih  is  confiderably  improved,  both  in  beauty  and  rich- 
oels.  Still,  howefver,  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
ncut*    That  greater  progrels  has  not  been  made,  niay  be 

accounted 
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Recounted  for  from  the  particular  ftate  of  the  pariih.    The 
great  body  of  the  inhabitants  live  in  the  town  and  villages^ 
Of  thefe  there  are  a  number  of  fmall  proprietors,  and  others 
who  farm  from  i  to  2,  3  or  4  acres,  for  convenience,  gene- 
rally tradefmen,  who  depend  upon  their  trade  for  the  fub* 
Mence  of  their  families,  and  bj  confequence  have  neither 
leifure  nor  fkill  to  manage  their  little  farms  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage.   From  this  divifion  of  the  land,  about  the  town 
and  villages,  into  fmall  portions,  it  lies  uqinclofed  and  na- 
ked, and  from  the  want  of  a  more  fkilful  ploughing  and  rota- 
tion of  crops,  though  well  manured,  it  has  neither  that  beau- 
ty nor  richneis,  to  which  its  foil  and  iituation  are  both  na- 
turally difpofed.     There  are  a  few  farn>s  of  from  2  to  3  and 
4  ploughs  in  the  pariih,  of  which  that  of  Falkland  Wood  or 
Park  is  the  mod  extend ve.     There  are  fome  indofures, 
and  a  tafte  for  them  is  prevailing  \  but,  in  general,  the  land 
is  very  naked.     Oats  and  barley  are  the  prevailing  crops. 
Feas  and  turnip  are  raifed  in  fmall  proportions.     Artificial 
grais,  as  clover  and  rye-grafs,  begins  to  be  cultivated  with 
more  attention.     Flax  too  is  raifed,  and  in  fome  years  in 
confiderable  quantities.     The  whole  produce,  however,  is 
not  fjufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants.     The 
old  valuation  pf  the  parifh,  as  it  ilands  in  the  ceis-books,  is 
L.  5824.     The  prefent  bears  a  proportion  to  the  increafed 
value  of  land.     The  farms,  from  the  va^'ious  quality  of  the 
foil,  are  very  differently  rented ;  but,  it  is  believed,  in  ge- 
neral niod«rately,  confidering  the  late  rife  of  rents.     That 
of  the  land  immediately  about  the  town  is  from  L.  a  to 
L.  2,  10  s.  the  acre.     The  price  of  labour  and  fervants 
wages  are,  as  in  the  country  in  general,  high.     The  day- 
lat^ourer  has  ip d.  in  winter,  and  is.  or  i  s.  2 d.  in  fum- 
mer.     Men  fervants  have  from  L.  5  to  L.  7,  women  from 
L.  2  t^  L.  3  wages. 
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Burgh  of  Faliand. — ^Falkland  was  ereded  into  a  burgh 
hy  King  James  IL  in  the  year  1458.  The  preamble  to 
the  charter  of  erection  fiates,  as  reafons  of  granting  it,  the 
frequent  relidence  of  the  Royal  Family  at  the  manor  of 
Falkland,  and  the  damage  and  inconvenience  fuilained  by 
the  many  prelates,  peers,  barons,  nobles,  and  others  of  their 
fubjeSs,  who  came  to  their  country  feat,  for  want  of  inn- 
keepers and  yi£faiallers.  This  charter  was  renewed  by 
King  James  VI.  in  the  year  1595.  In  this  charter  is  men« 
tioned  the  right  of  holding  a  weekly  market,  and  4  public 
markets  or  f^irs,  yearly.  To  thefe  laft  haVe  been  added 
other  2  markets,  x  in  April,  called  the  Lintfeed-market, 
and  I  in  September,  called  the  Harveft-market.  The  4  old 
markets  are  the  moil  frequented,  and  very  confideraUe 
numbers  of  both  horfes  and  black  cattle  are  fold  and  bought 
at  them.  What  is  commonly  callied  the  fet  of  the  burgh, 
is  as  follows.  There  are  3  bailies,  15  councillors,  of  whom 
I  is  treafurer,  and  a  clerk.  The  councillors  ele^  them- 
felves  annually,  and  generally  continue  councillors  till  cho- 
fen  bailies.  The  bailies  are  chofen  by  a  majority  of  the 
councillors,  and  tnay  continue  as  long  as  that  majority 
pleafes.  No  old  bailie  is  evdr  chofen  a  councillor,  and  can 
come  into  council  again  only  as  bailie.  The  revenue  of 
the  burgh  arifes  from  cuftom  at  markets,  landed  property, 
and  a  mill,  and  is,  communibui  anm\  from  L.  100  to 
L.  no,  excluiive  of  public  burdens  :  A  fum  which,  in  the 
hands  of  patriotifm  and  ceconomy,  might  be  turned  to  much 
public  good  in  fo  fmall  a  town.  It  has  not  altogether  been 
mifapplied.  There  is  one  monunlent  of  public  fpirit  in  the 
town,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  fine  water.  It  was  brought  in- 
to it  in  the  year  1781.  The  expence  amounted  to  near 
L.  4C0.  Partiality  for  the  place  of  his  reiidence,  and  that 
Ihare  of  credit  which  every  individual  naturally  afTumes 
to  himfelf,  from  connexion  with  a  famed  public,  would  na- 
turally 
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tarallj  lead  a  ivriter  to  wi|h,  that  he  could  add  more  ia- 
ftances  of  public  fpirit  and  beneficence,  or  that,  bj  a  courfe 
of  HtxiSt  and  judicious  oeconomj,  the  means  of  doing  good 
were  accumulating.  In  this  refped,  Falkland  claims  no 
diflinguiihed  fuperioritj  to  fimilarlj  circumftanced  burghs, 
nor  is  it  perhaps  juftlj  chargeable  with  greater  degeneracy. 
It  onlj  adds  to  that  mals  of  confiderations  which  calls  aloud 
for  borough  reformation.  Great  as  the  evil  is  of  the  want 
of  oeconomj,  or  the  mifmanagement  of  public  revenue,  it 
is  fmall,  compared  to  the  negledl  or  mifmanagement  of  pu- 
blic authority  and  power.  Magifiracj  is  highlj  refpedable, 
and  will  always  be.  refpefted  by  every  man  of  fenfe,  and 
iriend  to  the  public  weal.  It  is  more  particularly  fo  when 
ijt  is  contemplated,  as  defcending  from  the  hipreme,  to  eve- 
ry fubordinate  magiflrate,  invefled  with  the  facred  majefiy 
of  public  kw,  and  circumfcribed  by  the  rules  of  equal  ju« 
Aice.  But  where  office  is  not  decently  fupported,  it  were 
better  not  to  exifi.  Thjere  are  not  wanting,  in  our  country^ 
many  inftances  in  which  the  vigilance,  adivity,  and  patrio- 
tiOn  of  magiflrates  do  them  great  honour,  and  mark  them 
out  to  public  refpeS,  as  public  bleflings ;  at  the  fame  time, 
it  cannot  efcape  the  obfervalion  of  partiality  itfelf,  that 
there  is  fometimes  little  or  nothing  of  its  fpirit  to  be  found 
in  thofe  who  are  invefled  with  the  office.  There  is  a  na<« 
tural  difpoiition  in  mankind,  to  refpedt  and  reverence  offi- 
cial authority ;  but  when  it  is  degraded  by  office-bearers, 
the  contempt  and  irreverence  which  naturally  fall  upon 
them,  defcend  to  their  office,  and  are  produ3ive  of  the 
mofl  pernicious  confequences  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people. 

Stipend^  School,  Poor^  lie. — The  flipend  is  4  chalders  of 
bear,  2  chalders  of  meal,  and  600  merks.  Beiides,  there 
is  allowed  for  communion-elements  ico  merks,  and  in  lieu 

of 
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of  a  manfe  and  glebe,  otHkj  a  chalder  of  bear.    Mr  Saadi* 
lands  of  NuthiB  is  patroo. — There  is  no  houfe  nor  garden 
for  the  fchoolmafter,  in  hiring  of  whichy  his  legal  ialarj  of 
about  L.  6,  I  OS.  is  nearly  exhaufted.     The  average  number 
of  his  fcholars  is  about  So,  of  whom  the  imall  proportion 
that  read  Latin  and  arithmetic,  pay  only  2S.  6d.  the  quar- 
ter, and  the  Englifh  fcholars  i  s.  6d.     Thefe,  with  the  per* 
quifites  arifing  from  the  ofEces  of  fei&on-clerk  and  precen« 
tor,  conftitute  the  whole  of  his  emolument,  on  which  he  de* 
pends  for  his  own  and  the  fttbfiilence  of  his  family.    His 
emoluments  not  admitting  of  an  affiSant,  both  limits  the 
number  of  his  fcholars,  within  what  the  populou&ieis  of  the 
parifh   might  afford,  and  render  it  necefTary  to  employ  o- 
ther  teachers  in  different  parts  of  the  parifh.    To  thofe  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  education  and  right  principling  of 
the  common  people,  it  rouft  appear  evident,  that  no  clafs 
of  men  are  of  more  importance  to  fociety,  or  more  defer- 
ving  of  patronage  than  fchoolmafters.     The  legal  provifion 
made  for  them,  was,  at  the  time,  adequate  to  the  objed  in 
view,  and  the  happy  effeds  of  it  foon  were,  and  ftill  are, 
confpicuous  in  our  country.      Education  was  univerfally 
diffufed.     The  lowed  claffes  of  the  people  were  taught  to 
read  the  fcriptures,  initruAed  in  the  firft  principles  of  reli- 
gion and  morality,  and  thus  prepared  in  fchools  for  being 
further  enlightened  and  improved  by  the  theological  and  mo- 
ral leftures  of  churches.     Hence  the  diftinguiflied  fuperiority 
ci  the  common  people  of  Scotland  in  knowledge  and  fo- 
briety.    Parifh  fchools  have  hitherto  been  the  great  nur- 
feries  for  the  church,  and  many  odier  learned  profeffions. 
There  many  men  of  ufefiilnels  and  eminence  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  fociety,   have  received  thofe  rudir 
ments  of  literature  which  they  coiUd  not  otherwife  have 
obtained,  but  to  the  great  lols  of  fociety  and  of  their  coun- 
try, muil  have  continued  blinded  ^Hh  the  common  nxi&, 

and. 
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and,  like  the  defert  roie«  wafted,  in  vain,  their  uncuttiva^ 
ted  fweetnefi.  All  who  value  thefe  advantages,  and  wiik 
to  fecure  them  to  their  country,  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  in- 
terpofing,  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  that  order  of 
men,  on  whofe  abilities  and  fidelity  they  fo  much  depend.— 
Confidering  the  populoulhefs  of  the  parifli,  and  the  town 
and  villages  .which  are  in  it,  the  proportion  of  poor  is 
as  fmall  as  in  the  generality  of  pariihes  fimilarly  circum- 
fianced.  Of  thofe  who  receive  regular  fupply,  the  annual 
average  is  about  15,  and  of  thofe  who  are  occafionally  af« 
fifted  about  22.  The  funds  for  this  fupply  are,  the  week- 
ly colle^ons  at  the  church-door,  the  yearly  rent  of  fome 
land,  the  interell  of  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  perquifites  at 
marriages,  when  the  bride  is  of  the  parifh,  and  at  burials, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  mortcloth  or  pall.  Thefe,  at  an  average 
of  the  laft  7  years,  amount  annually  to  about  L.  44,  of 
which  the  annual  colleftion  is  L.  24, 

Inns  and  Ale-boufes.-^The,  market  for  every  thing  gene« 
rally  bears  a  proportion  to  ^e  demand.  The  unfrequency 
of  travellers  by  the  way  of  Falkland,  efpeciaUy  fince  the 
great  north  road  was  made  by  Kinrofs  and  Queensferry, 
has  greatly  diminiihed  the  demand  for  inns.  Still,  how- 
ever, there  are  2  houfes  in  it  that  go  by  the  name  of  inns. 
-—Of  ale-houfes,  for  which  there  is  a  greater  demand  from 
the  populpufnefs  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  there  b  a 
greater  number.  There  are  10  in  the  town  of  Falkland, 
I  in  Newton,  and  3  in  Freuchie.  Thefe  generally  belong 
to  brewers;  and  though  ftill  more  than  are  favourable  to 
either  the  health  or  morals  of  the  inhabitants,  are  faid  not 
to  exceed  half  the  number  of  what  have  fometimes  been 
known  in  the  parifh*  This  diminution  of  inns  and  ale- 
houfes  has  arifen  from  the  increafed  demand  for  fpiricuous 
liquors.    It  were  injuftice  to  the  generally  fober  and  inda- 

fbious 
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firious  charafier  of  the  parilhionersy  to  faj,  that  they  are 
either  idle  or  prodigal ;  but  where  there  are  temptationiiy 
fome  will  always  be  tempted. 

^ntiquities,-^Oi  this  pariffa,  the  moft  memorable  antii 
quitj  is  the  ruinous  palace  of  Falldand,  which,  for  man/ 
years,  was  the  occafional  refidence  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
Scotland. — On  the  S.  fide  of  the  £den»  dire£Uy  between 
Falkland  and  Auchtermucfaty,  are  the  remains  of  what  is 
called  a  Daiulh  camp.  That  it  was  fo,  is  probable  from 
the  ttame  of  a  neighbouring  village,  Dunfbelt,  fuppofed  to 
be  a  corruption  of  Danes-halt,  and  to  have  derived  its 
name  from  the  circnmftance  of  the  Danes  having  formed 
an  encampment  io  its  vicinity.  Another  circumilance  adds 
to  the  probability  of  the  tradition,  that  it  is  of  a  circular 
form.  The  remains  of  this  camp  confift  of  five  concentric 
circvlar  trenches,  nearly  equidiftant  from  .one  another,  and 
feem  to  have  been  feparated  only  by  the  bank  of  earth 
thrown  up  from  each.  The  centrical  fpot  inclofed  by  tht 
firft  trench  is  about  22  feet  diameter,  and  where  they  are' 
not  demoliflied,  the  trenches  are  at  prefent  from  zo  to  15 
feet  wide. — ^On  the  £.  of  Nuthi}],  and  nearly  half  a  mile 
W.  from  jthe  houfe,  are  4  paralleji  trenches,  in  the  form  of 
invertea  wedges,  of  from  250  to  300  yards  ii^  length,  evi- 
dently the  work  of  art. — ^A^d  the  fam,e  is  to  be  faid  of 
what  is  called  the  Maiden  Caftle,  on  the  fame  eilate,  fitu* 
ated  above  half  a  mile  diflajit,  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  green 
hin  already  mentioned.  It  is  an  oblong  circular  mound, 
gradually  rifing  from  a  level  on  the  £.  to  a  fleep  and  ab- 
rupt termination  on  the  W.  of  nearly  400  yards  in  cir- 
cumference, and,  except  the  fteep  part  on  the  W.  and  the 
Ipyel  on  the  £.  where  are  the  remaitas  of  a  flone  wall,  is 
ftirroun4ed  with  a  ditch  of  12  feet  wide. 
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,f  ARISHdFBAi^t!HO*.T  DAVIt)flCJt, 

(counties  of  ABERDEEN  AND  KINCARDINE.) 


By  the  kev.  Mr  George  fttoRisoN, 


Namff  Situation^  Surface^  Air^  \Sc* 

TbAKCEOKT^  the  name  of  lihe  {»arUh,  is  &td  to  figiiify  in 
Gaelic, '  an  opening  betweto  two  hills ;'  abd  is  defcnp- 
tive  of  the  fituation  of  the  church  and  manfe.    It  is  not 
agreed  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  Ddvinick.-— This 
pariih  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Dee,  which 
being  the  boundary  between  th^  counties  of  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  or  Mearns,  th^  part  which  lies  on  the  ngrth  fide 
of  the  river,  is  in  the  former  county,  and  that  whiah  is  tm 
the  fouth  fide,  in  the  latter.    Although  the  church  (lands 
in  the  county  of  Kincardine,  the  pariih  q  in  the  Syiiod  and 
prefbytery  of  Aberdeen.    The  boundings  and  fignre  of 
that  part  of  the  pariih  which  lies  in  the  county  of  Kincar* 
dine,  will  be  beft  underftood  by  confulting  Garden's  map 
of  that  county;  the  other  pdrt  is  a  ftrip  about  i  mile  in 
^readth,  ahd  about  4  iti  length,  lying  alohg  the  bank  of  the 
xi^et,  and   Ibetching    both    farther  E.  and   finther  W* 
than  the  pariih  does  tipCftx  the  oppoBte  bank.    On  the  £« 
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tbis  part  is  bounded  hj  the  parifh  of  Old-Macl^u-,  or  Old 
Aberdeeai,  on  the  N.  by  Newhills,  and  on  the  W*  bj 
Peterculter.  A  line  drawn  from  one  extremiij  of  the 
parifh  to  the  otheri  wonld,  I  fuppofe,  meafure  7  miles.  The 
general  appearance  of  the  country  is  rugged  and  ftony« 
The  kind  of  ftone  which  prevails  is  blue  granite,  of  which 
feveral  quarries  are  wrought  for  the  purpofe  of  fending  t6 
London,  as  well  as  for  building  at  Aberdeen.  The  hills 
are  covered  with  heath,  and  the  air  by  no  means  unhealthy. 
There  is  no  diftemper,  fo  far  as  I  know,  that  can  be  faid  to 
b^  peculiarly  prevalent  here  ;  and  the  people  might  enjoy 
good  health,  did  they  not  drink  too  freely,  particularly  of 
ardent  fpirits.  Befides  the  quantity  of  gin  fmuggled  in 
upon  the  coaft,  which  by  the  way  is  not  fo  great  as  former- 
ly, we  have  two  whiiky  diftillers  in  the  parifh,  and  10  or 
12  public  houfes.  The  foil  in  this  parifh  is  not  naturally 
rich  ;  it  b  in  general  light,  and  either  mofly  or  fandy,  but 
when  properly  managed  it  is  not  ungrateful,  and  produces 
good  grain,  particularly  on  the  river  fide,  and  on  fome  parts 
of  the  fea^coaft. 

ji^riculture^  ISc.^^A  fpirit  for  agriculture  has  begun 
within  thefe  few  years  to  make  its  appearance  hi  fome  parts 
of  this  parifh.  Still,  however,  it  is  with  a  few  exceptions 
confined  to  thofe  farms  which  lie  near  the  river,  particular- 
ly on  the  north  fide.  On  that  fide  the  foil  and  expofure 
are  good,  and  the  heritor,  Mr  Menzies  of  Pitfodil,  has  wife^ 
ly  granted  leafes  of  19  years  a^d  a  ^fe,  with  an  obligation 
to  take  off  hot^  and  fences  to  a  certain  extent,  at  the  ex- 
piry of  the  leafe.  The  change  which  this  has  efi*eded  on 
that  part  of  his  efbite,  within  thefe  five  years,  is  aflonifhing. 
On  this  fide  there  is  not  the  lame  encouragement,  and  le& 
cooicquently  is  flon^    J^fides/  in  aU  the  parifh  fouth  of 
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the  river,  tbere  is  a  vail  quantity  of  mols,  and  being  in  ther 
vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  the    tenants  who  pay  upwards  of 
L.  I  an  acre  for  fm'all  bits  of  land,  depend  for  a  livelihocxl 
upon  driving  peats  to  town,  where  they  find  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  them.     This  is  one  caufe  why  the  cultivation  of  the 
land  is  very  much  neglefled.     Another  bar  to  agriculture, 
is  the  high  price  of  labour.    A  day  labourer,  if  a  good 
hand,  earns  i  s.  a  day  for  9  months  of  the  year,  and  9  d. 
the  other  3;  and  the  wages  of  a  capable  farm  fervant,  who 
has  his  vi£bials  found,  are  feldom  under  L.6,  and  fometimes 
as  high  as  L.  9  Sterling  a-year.     And  a  third  caufe  of  the 
uncultivated  flate  of  our  fields,  is.  the  poverty  of  the  people,- 
which  renders  many  of  them  unable  either  to  ftock  or 
manage  their  farms  to  advantage.     I  mufl,  however,  for 
the  honour  of  fpirit  and  exertion,  relate  one  inflance  of  tlie 
increafed  value  of  land,  which  is  remarkable.     I  allude  to 
Mr  Fordyce  of  Ardo,  one  of  thofe  brave  men  who  ciromi- 
navigated  the  globe  with  Lord  Anfon,  and  fufTered  fo  many 
hardfhips  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.     This  gentleman, 
after  accomplifhiog  the  voyage,  returned  to  Scotland  in  the  • 
year  1744,  with  the  well-earned  wages  of  his  toU,  and  pur- 
chafed  the  eftate  of  Ardo  in  this  parifh,  where  he  has  re- 
fided  ever  fince.     When  h^  took  pofTeflion  of  his  eflate,  he 
found  the  manfion-houfe,  fuch  as  it  was,  with  the  garden^ 
and  about  40  acres  of  land,  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant,  who 
paid  about  L.  3  :  6 :  8  Sterling  annually.    Having  it  in  con- 
templation at  that  time  to  go  abroad  again,  he  aiked  the 
man  if  he  would  renew  his  leafe,  which  was  expired,  at  the 
annual-rent  of  L.  5  Sterling,  his  anfwer  was,  '  Na,  by  m j 
*  faith,  God  has  geen  me  mair  wit.'    Mr  Fordyoe  fettled, 
and  employed  himfelf  in  improving  the  land,  which  is  now 
in  a  good  date  of  cultivation,  and  would  rent  at  L.  x,  5  s. 
an  acre^    Little  has  hitherto  been  done  in  the  way  of  plant- 
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Ingy  although  a  great  deal  of  the  ground  is  fit  for  nothing 
elfe.  Some  plantations  that  were  made  about  40  years  ag^o, 
being  chieflj  of  Scotch  fir,  are  not  in  a  very  thriving  con- 
dition* ^ 

RivfTf  Sea'<oq/i,  ^c.-^Tht  river  Dee  is  not  navigable 
here,  but  produces  excellent  falmon.  The  difierent  prc^ 
prietors  upon  the  river  let  their  fifliirigs  ;  but  as  the  fifh  are  • 
not  got  in  great  quantity  at  this  difbmce  from  the  moutli, 
they  fetch  but  imall  rents.  I  fuppofe  the  grols  rent  of  all 
die  falmon-fiihings  in  the  parilh,  would  be  found  to  be  fhort 
of  I^  100  Sterling.  The  river  Dee,  from  its  long  courier  ' 
and  the  mountainous  country  through  which  it  run?,  is  fub- 
jcSt  to  very  fudden  and  very  high  floods.  In  the  year 
1 768,  one  of  thefe  happened  in  the  middle  of  harvef!, 
which  fwept  the  whole  crop  of  the  haugfas,  and  alfo  a  great 
many  fheep  from  the  inches,  or  fmall  iflands,  which  are 
frequent  in  the  midft  of  the  river.  We  had  another  fwell 
of  the  river,  not  much  inferior  to  the  former,  in  November 
laft,  the  water  rofc  9^  or  id  feet  above  its  ufual  level. 
This  fwell  was  occafioned  by  a  fform  of  wind  and  rain 
from  the  S.  E.  and  it  is  remarked  here,  that  rain  from  the 
E.  always  fills  the  river  more  than  from  any  other  quarter. 
Luckily  when  this  flood  happened,  die  harveft  was  nearly 
over.  The  ravages  which  it  made  in  overthrowing  bul- 
warks and  fences,  tearing  up  the  cultivated  land  in  fome 

• 

places,  and  covering  it  with  fand  and  ftones  in  others,  were 
truly  aftonilhing. — ^The  fea-coaft,  which  extends  3  or  3^  * 
'miles  from  N.  to  S.  is  throughout  high  and  rocky.  No 
part  of  it  affords  a  fafc  harbour  for  any  veflel  larger  than 
a  fifhing  boat.  Of  thefe  we  have  a  good  many.  At  Fin- 
don,  (which  gives  name  to  haddocks  when  fplit,  and  dried 
in  a  particular  way  by  the  {moke  of  peat,  and  which  are 
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known  and  dteemed  in  moft  parts  of  Scotland,)  thei^  aie 
a  fifliing  boatSy  each  of  which   requires  6  hands,  and  3 
fmaller  ones  of  jaub,  wrought  bj  four  men  each.    Ac 
Portkthen,  about  a  mile  farther  S.  there  are  3  of  the  larger 
•  boats,  and   i   jaul,  manned  as  thofe  of  Findon,  and  at 
Dounies,  ftill  farther  to  the  fouthward,  there  is  i  jaul  em- 
ployed.     The  fiihermen  at  Findon,  have  each  an  acre  of 
land,  a  houfe,  garden,  liberty  of  fuel,  and  a  right  to  the 
harbour,  for  L.  3  Sterling  annually.     Thofe  at  Portlethen 
have  not  a  full  acre  of  ground,  and  on  that  account  pay  5  s. 
le&  of  rent*     They  fiih  pretty  fucceisfully  for  ikate,  lin^, 
turbot,  cod,  had4ocks,  whitings,  fiounderS|  crabs,  lobflers, 
&c.      The  vicinity  of   Aberdeen  fecures  a  good  price. 
Haddocks  this  feafon,  which. has  been  a  bad  one  for  fi(hing, 
have  fpld  from  as.  to  6  s.  the  doren,  according  to  their  fize. 
— WfaiiUt  fpes^king   of  the  coafl,    a  remarkable    incident 
may  be  mentioned,  of  which  this  pajriih  was  the  icene. 
On  the  19th  Auguft  1710^  7  boys,  about  ij  years  of  age 
each,  failed  out  of  the  harbour  of.  St  Andrew's  in  a  little 
^oat,  and  lofing  one  pf  their  oars,  were  driven  into  the 
oceau«    After  6  days  and  6  nights  of  continued  failing  ati4 
labour,  they  gpt  t;o  ihore  alive,  4  mUes  fouth  of  Aberdeeq, 
and  50  north  of  St  Andrew's.    A,  humane  countryman, 
John  Shepherd,  kindly  received  them  jnto  his  houfe,  and 
lent  ixiformation  of  fo  movin'g  aii  accident  to  the  zaagiflrates 
of  Aberdeen,  \yho  difpatched  their  dean  of  guild,  a  phyii* 
dan,  and  a  furgeon,  to  attend  tliem.     All  of  the  boys  were 
preferved  in  life,  except  the  two  youiigeil,  who  died  foon 
after  they  came  aihore.    John  Shepherd  was  presented  with 
a  iilver  cup  in  form  of  a  boat,  by  Rob^  Bruce  goldfnxith 
in  Edinburgh,  father  of  one  of  the  boys,  in  teflimony  of 
his  natitu4e  for  the  aftive  part  1^  took  in  recovering  \6» 
£on« 
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A/viMoii.-- Af  ^k  t^«  <£  3>r  WWUter%  r€^6^,  the 
ftfombers  iHMxi  1495*  l^e  pbptdtdon  tc  ptefent  lemoimts. 
to  fiboM  1700.  Of  ihefe  1706,  fid  nMt  tfasn  744  are 
iA«1^9  Tt^likhi  feaf^  956  femalek  I  fa^ftthife  diipropor. 
tSft  «dll  b«6f  fote^  to  be  gihdft^  ii  tomkttf  {wtiflieB  in  tU 
i^cink J  of  kr^  t6vrra. 
•  ' 

iiipehd^  Pihf^  (5fif.«-^The  fti^^  at  piTeifeiit,  amorimsltA 
n^  n&ore  tiian  L.  54  :  ^  :  3tV  iBf^liiig)  4a  bdis  i  peds:  of 
i«»d,  at^d  ^4  bbife  f  pi^k  ^  bMi* ;  lA  wh&ch  m  induded 
odtfif&umoktk)n€ift  Moiiej,  kird  L.  x6 Scots  allowed  fot 
gra6  tarried  ^  hf  the  ti^ef .  Tke  ^be  b  rerj  Htde 
abbVe  t&^  legal  ftiMnHtf^*  Thev^  are  fo  Iftn^oiH  3  df 
i^faMHi  refid^.«^Tbe  feiumber  of  pd6r  w6o  are  fupplkd 
qoatrtef ly,  ate  &om  '20  to  30,  befid^  a  g6od  many  nrlid  le^ 
c^e  t>o^afioiial  aid.  Our  fimds  cqufift  of  L.  5  Sterlings 
s^>pro{)riateJ  hy  a  fp^ckl  deed  foer  that  purpide,  out  (^  the 
rents  of  tl(^  eftate  6f  Baaehoiyy  L.  3  : 6:8  but  of  thofe  df 
Atido,  fl  piec^  of  groted  whioh  yields  L.  5  of  free  rent, 
and  the  intereft  of  L.  15  6f  ftodced  ntoney;  befideb  oifr 
wetidy  eoUe£tio&s,  (b  vSMidk  lor  l^  ufe  of  the  {tarifli  xnort- 
dMhy  and  fo  ttimch  lor  the  tife  of  the  burying-groimd^ 
exaiSed  £rom  every  perJba  ttrho  nfes  it,  and  who  does  not 
ntfide  in  the  pariib^  tstA  fnoh  fines  or  penalties  ss  are  levied 
from  foimicatlorsy  £tc.  From  all  thefe  fborces  togedier,  w6 
b^re  aft  annual  income  of  L.  45  Sterling  at  an  alrer^. 
I  cannot  help  here  expreffing  a  wifh,  in  which  I  am  by  116 
means  lingular,  that  fornicators  and  other  fcandalous  per« 
fons  were  entirely  turned  oy/er  to  the  iecular  arm.  Our 
difcipline  has  no  efied  to  check  the  evil,  and  ezpofes  us  to 
witnels  fery  difagreeable  fcenes  of  equivocation,  fidiehood, 
^d  perjury. 
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MifceUoneous  Obfirvations. — ^We  have  in  genetal  g5od 
materids  for  making  roads,  bat  the  ftatote-labcto,  which 
js  partly  commuted,  and  partly  paid  in  kind,  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  keeping  them  in  repair.  I  am  perfuaded  we  never 
fiiall  have  good  roads  till  turnpikes  are  eftabliihed.'  Many 
of  the  country  gentlemen  are,  I  believe,  fenfible  of  this ; 
but  the  mWure  would  be  ftrongly  oppofied  by  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  which  would  be  feverely  afFeSed  by^it,  and  which 
has  an  iatereft  in  the  pariih.  —There  are  feveral  very 
large  cairns,  hotb  on  the  north  fide  of  the  riyer,  md  towards 
th^  coaft,  and  in  one  ^lace  in  particular,  a  number  q{  fmall* 
er  ones  are  fcattered  over  the  moor  near  them.  There  is 
alio  in  the  fouth  fide  of  the  pariih,  a  Druidical  temple  that 
ii  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  fituated  on  an  eminence  about 
a  mila  and  a  half  from  the  coail,  and  was  till  within  thefe 
few  years  remarkably  perfe£l.  It  confided  of  three  circles 
of  ftones  within  each  other.  The  outer  circlet  which  was 
about  45  feet  in  diameter,  confiiled  of  la  large  ilones  placed 
on  end*  The  inner  circles  were  compofed  of  fmaller  ft^es, 
placed  in  die  iame  manner,  and  between  tihe  two  outermoft 
upon  the  eaft  fide,  there  was  a  ftone  cheft  funk  in  the  earth, 
about  3  feet  long,  and  i^  wide,  which  having  been  accident- 
ally uncovered  by  a  country  man,  he  found  an  urn,  which 
difcloied  nothing  but  a  little  duil  or  aihes.  A  little  farther 
down  the  hill,  towards  the  S.  £.  there  is  another  eredion 
of  the  iame  kind.  It  confifis  ^of  i  circle  of  pretty  larg^ 
Itopes. 
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PARISH    OF    DURISDEER, 

(county   of   DUMFRIES.)     , 


fij  the  Rev.  Mr  John  M'Kill. 


SituattM^  Surface^  Soi/f  iic^ 

THIS  pariih  is  fitaated  in  the  countj  and  Synod  of 
Dumfries,  and  in  the  prelbjtery  of  Penpont.  It  is 
almoft  furrounded  with  hills,  except  a  pleafant  opening  to 
the  S.  and  S.  W*  It  has  alfo  three  finaQ  openings,  one  W. 
in  which  is  the  road  up  the  river  Nith  to  Sanquhar,  Air, 
&c.  One  N.  in  which  is  the  road  up  Enterkin  for  Lead- 
hills,  Edinburgh,  &c.  One  N.  £.  betwixt  2  hills,  being 
a  itrait  pais,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Wall-path,  leading 
to  Edinburgh,  &x.  by  Crawford  Muir,  and  having  in  it 
the  remains  of  an  old  earthen  or  mud-wall  fort,  called 
Deers-Cajiley  and  which  had  formerly  commanded  the  pafs 
there,  a  little  above  the  church  and  village  of  Durifdeer. 
The  mod  [of  the  pariih  has  a  iine  expofure  to  the  iim  along 
the  range  of  hills.  The  river  Nith  divides  it.  Its  extent 
along  the  Nith,  is  about  5  computed  miles  :  From  the  top 
of  the  Lowthers  near  Leadhills  to  Druidmilk,  about  a 
miles  W.  from  Drumlanrig,  it  is  fully  8.  On  the  S.  it  is 
Vpj*.  IV.  3  M  bounded 
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bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Morton ;  on  the  S.  W.  by  Pea* 
pont ;  on  the  W.  N.  W-  and  N.  by  Sanquhar ;  and  on  the 
N.  £.  and  £.  by  Crawford.  Its  general  appearance  with? 
VI  the  range  of  hills  is  fiat ;  but  on  the  banks  of  the  Nitb 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  fteep  ground.  T%e  Nith  is  fordable 
only  in  two  or  three  places.  There  is  a  ^one-bridge  of 
three  arches  pver  it,  near  the  foot  of  the  pariih.  Carron,  a 
line  clear  rivulet,  rifing  at  the  foot  of  the  Lowthers,  runs 
feveral  miles  down  the  E^  fide  of  the  pariih,  then  divides 
it  from  Morton,  falb  into  Nith  at  Carron  foot^  and  hath 
many  acres  of  arable  land,  with  a  gentle  declivity  on  its 
banks. — ^Tbe  foil,  in  general,  is  deep  and  fertile  \  ip  many 
places  inclining  to  a  reddiih  colour,  and  this  colour  increafes 
in  proportion  to  (he  height  of  the  hills.  The  moil  remark- 
able mountains  in  the  pariih  are  the  Lowthers,  from  the 
top  of  which,  in  a  clear  day,  there  is  a  moil  extenfive  an^ 
variegated  profpeft.  The  hiUs  are  partly  covered  with 
heath,  partly  with  verdure,  and  a  ibong  kind  of  grais  call- 
ed Bent,  They  ^e  pailured  with  iine  flocks  of  iheep  of 
the  ihort  kind,  as  that  fpecies  has  hitherto  been  cpnfidered 
the  moil  proper  for  the  fituation.-r-Freeilone  of  various 
kinds  is  found.  In  feveral  places  there  is  the  appearance 
of  coal ;  and  it  is  thought  that  fome  of  the  hills  contain 
lead,  as  the  mines  of  LeadhiUs  and  Wa^lockhead  are  on. 
the  other  fide  of  the  Lowthers. 

Population. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  returns,  the 
iiumbers  were  10 19.  It  is  highly  probable  tliat  this  pariih 
was  more  populous  about  the  beginning  of  this  century  than 
at  prefent.  One  or  2  tenants  now  poiTeis  places  formerly 
occupied  by  feveral  families.  The  pariih  now  contains 
1031  fouls.  There  are  only  2  villages  j  i  containing  about 
1 00  perfons,  and  another  about  50, 
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The  annual  average  of  births  for  19  jears  pafl  is     -     22/^ 
.         I  of  deaths,  -        -        -         17 

———————  of  marriages,  -        -  8t^ 

During  thefe  laft  19  years,  430  have  been  baptized,  323 
have  died,  and  155  couples  have  been  married.  One  per- 
fon  died  latelj  at  95.  Ani  in  1773,  died  BeJJy  yamtefon^ 
whofe  own  account  of  her  age  was,  that  {he  remembered  the 
Merk  Monday  being  then  a  little  girl.  This  remarkable 
Monday  is  faid  to  have  been  in  the  year  1652.  The  num- 
ber of  farmers,  excluding  thofe  who  have  finall  fubfets,  is 
43.  All  the  ^habitants  are  natives  of  Scotland,  except  2 
families  from  Ireland.  There  are  27  Seceders,  and  7  of 
tliofe  who  call  themfelves  of  the  Reformed  Preftytery. 
There  has  been  only  x  inftance  of  fuicide  flnce  the  year 
1 771,  and  the  perfon  who  was  guilty  of  it  was  evidently 
lunatic. 

Agricuhurty  lie. — The  produce  of^this  parift  is  fuch,  as 
is  common  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  Scotland.  Oak  is  the 
moil  plentiful  fpecies  of  trees^  and  iheep  the  moft  plentiful 
fpecies  of  cuiimals.  Some  farms  bordering  on  the  hiUs  have 
upwards  of  80  fcore.  The  breed  of  i&eep  might  be  impro' 
ved  here,  by  introducing  the  long  inftead  of  the  ihort  kind. 
They  are  already  on  the  fa:rm  of  Holeflam,  and  it  is 
thought  that  they  may  thrive  on  the  high  grounds  of  thijs 
pariih.  They  carry  a  mOch  greater  quantity  of  wool  than 
the  Ihort  kind.  Butter  b  reckoned  preferable  to  oil  for 
mixing  with  the  tar  ufed  in  fmearing.  This  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Englifh  manufa&urers,  who  have  got  the  Holeilaia 
wool  thefe  few  years  paft.  The  fheep  of  a  bluiih  colour 
are  fuppofed  to  have  the  worfl:  kind  of  wool.  The  wool  at 
Holellain  farm  was  fold,  within  thefe  few  years,  at  3  s.  and 
3  s.  6d.  the  ftone.     In  fummer  4790,  after  the  fheep  were 
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wafliedy  it  fold  at  S's.  the  ftone.  The  number  of  fhtep  i» 
about  10,500.  Several  diftrifls  are  remarkable  for  producing 
mutton  and  beef  of  the  beft  quality.  There  are  x88  horles, 
the  mod  of  which  are  employed  in  agriculture,  which  has 
been  making  rapid  imfK-ovement  of  late  years.  Within 
thefe  few  years,  many  acres  have  been  employed  in  railing 
potatoes  and  barley ;  a  few  in  turnip,  wheat,  and  rye-grais  ^ 
but  by  far  the  greateft  number  is  fown  with  oats*  The 
parifh  for  feveral  years  paft,  not  only  has  fupplied  its  inha* 
bitants  with  provifions,  but  exported  many  hundred  fionea 
of  oat-meal  and  barley  to  the  mining  Company's  itores  at 
Wanlockhead  and  Leadhills,  and  fome  to  Sanquhar  and  the 
Weft  country.  Many  fcores  of  lambs  are  fent  annually  to 
the  &irs  at  Langhohn,  Lockerby,  Lanark^  &c.  and  fome 
Iambs  and  &t  ibeep  to  Edinburgh :  alfo  a  great  number 
of  black  cattle  of  various  ages  and  fixes  to  England.  When 
the  feafon  is  favourable,  feed-time  begins  here  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  bear  or  bigg,  (a  kind  of  grain  with 
four  rows  on  eadi  head,)  is  fown  from  the  beginning  to  the 
20th  of  May.  In  a  good  feafon,  harveft  fometimes  begins 
on  the  20th  of  Auguft.  In  178a  and  1783,  plenty  of  meal 
was  to  be  got  here  for  money.  The  higheft  price  was  as« 
tf  d.  the  ftonc  The  quantity  and  quaKty  of  the  ground  in 
thb  parilh,  will  appear  &om  the  following  ftatement. 

Acres^        Roods*        Poles. 


Arable  and  Infield 

»374 

I 

14 

Outfield    - 

1776 

3 

8 

Meadow 

471 

a 

30 

Pafture         ... 

10712 

2 

ao 

Woods      ... 

365 

2 

a 

Mols 

15 

0 

15 

Houfes  and  Yards 

1 

»3 

0 

iS 

Total 

145*9 

e 
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The  rental  is  d>oat  L.X754  Sterlingi  exchfiva  of  the 
graffums^  that  is,  fiims  paid  at  the  p:aiiting  of  new  leafcs* 
Almoft  the  wh<de  pariih  belongs  to  the  Dake  of  QaecnH 
berry* 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  lie. — ^The  ftipend  is  L.7o» 
Scots,  3  chalders  of  vidual,  ^  meal,  the  other  bear,  L.  40 
Scots  for  conimnnion-elements,  and  az  acres  of  a  glebe* 
The  Doke  of  Queeniberry  is  patron.  The  manfe  was 
built  in  1763.  The  chnrch  was  repaired  in  1785.— -There 
is  one  (chool  with  a  falarj  of  L.  100  Scots,  but  no  Ichool- 
houfe  nor  dwelling-honfe.  There  is  another  ichool  for 
teaching  Engliih,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  to  which  Mr 
Thomas  Tod,  once  minifter  of  this  pariih,  mortified  zooo 
merks  Scots ;  the  intereft  of  this  fmn,  and  of  L*  14  Sterling 
that  had  be^  faved  during  vacancies,  make  the  whole  of 
the  falarj.  The  kirk-feiBon  cleA  the  teacher,  according  to 
Mr  Tod's  deed  of  fettlement.  There  are  feyeral*  other 
teachers  employed  in  different  places  of  the  pariih.  There 
^1^7  ^^  35  Scholars  at  an  average  throughout  the  year 
at  the  pariih  fchool. — On  the  poor's  roll  there  are  generally 
between  25  and  30  perfons.  Befides  occafional  aiMance  is 
given  to  fsunilies  in  diilrefs.  Few  of  the  poor  beg  except 
within  the  bounds  of  the  pariih.  The  poor  are  provided  for 
by  the  Sunday  coUeAions,  by  the  intereft  of  1000  merka 
Scots,  mortified  by  the  late  Mr  Tod,  and  by  L.  i  z  :  2:5 
Sterling,  mortified  by  General  Douglas,  long  paid  on  that 
footing  *,  but  the  bond  being  amifllng,  it  has,  for  fomc  time 
pail,  been  paid  as  an  allowance,  from  the  Duke  of  Queen£. 
berry,  together  with  15  ilone  of  meal  jtasdj.  Befides, 
there  is  L.  xo6, 12  s,  at  4  per  cent,  intereft.  So  that  the  funds 
ibr  the  fupport  of  the  poor  amount  to  about  L.  40  a>year,  ex- 
dufive  of  occafional  legacies. 

Prices 
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Prices  and  Wages»^^Tht  common  field  lambs,  fold  for^ 
merly  at  L.i,  10  s.  the  fcore,  and  fometunesTlower,  are  now' 
fold  fipom  L.  3y  108.  to  L.  5.  Fat  ones  are  rifen  from  4  s.  6d^ 
and  5  s.  to  7s.  Ss.  orps.  each.  Hens  from4d.  to8d. 
Butter  from  5  d.  to  6  d.  the  lb.  Cheefe  made  of  cow- 
milk  from  3  s.  4d.  to  4  s.  6  d.  and  5  s.  the  ftone »  ewe -milk 
cheefe  from  5  s.  to  75.  the  ftone.  Laft  fpring,  barlej  was 
3  s.  the  Nithfdale  peck,  beft  oats  2  s.  6  d.  bear  a  s.  6  d.  But 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  oat*meal  that  had  been  I9d.and  2od. 
in  the  fpring,  role  to  a  s.  3  d.  the  ftone,  and  com  and  otiier 
grain  in  proportion.  Labourer's  wages  have  lately  been 
raifedifrom  6d.to  pd.  and  lod.  a-day,  and  the  Nithfdale 
mafon  from  10  d.  and  i  s.  to  14  d.  and  i6d.  The  wages  of 
fervants  employed  in  hufl)andr7  are  latelj  advanced  from  a- 
bout  2  guineas  a-year  to  L.  2,  15  s.  or  L.  3,  and  fometimes 
more.  ^ 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. -^Tlit  air,  in  general,  is  drj 
and  healthy.  In  fummer,  there  is  fometimes  a  conii- 
derable  quantity  of  falmon  caught,  and  fold  for  2  d.  and 
fometimes  for  3  d.  the  lb.  The  inhabitants,  in  general,  are 
hofpitable,  honeft,  fober,  and  induftrious.  They  are  of  the 
middle  fize.  A  great  number  of  the  lower  claft*es  are  employ- 
ed in  fpinning  yam  of  coarfe  wool  for  carpets,  which  is 
moftly  fold  for  ready  money,  and  carried  to  Kilmarnock, 
and  of  late  to  Kendal.  The  coarfe  wool  has  been  riling  for 
fpme  years  paft  from  3  s.  to  6  s.  the  ftone,  and  the  fine  in  pro- 
portion. The  price  of  cattle  and  horfes,  as  well  as  fheep,  is 
greatly  raifed. — Some  of  the  inhabitants  have  inlifted  in  the 
army.  When  the  late  Duke  of  Queenfberry  raifed  a  regi* 
ment  for  the  Holland  fervice,  a  confiderable  number  inlifted 
here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  Several  of  the  natives 
have  gone  abroad  likewife  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  fome 

of 
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*of  them  have  been  very  fucceisfiil  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
people,  In  general,  live  comfortably.  Some  of  the  princi' 
pal  farmers  and  floremafters  are  in  affluent  circumilances, 
and  live  in  a  genteel  manner. — The  rent  of  cot-houfes  is 
from  ios .  to  20  s.  a-year.  Farmers,  tradcfmen,  labourers,  and 
fervaats,  are  much  better  lodged  than  20  or  30  years  ago. 
The  removal  of  the  burden  of  hay  and  com  labour,  coal  car- 
riage, the  payment  of  fowls  and  other  fervitudes,  would  me- 
liorate the  condition  of  fome  of  the  &rmers.  A  moderate 
advance  of  yearly  rent,  inilead  of  high  graiTums,  (which 
^ake  away  the  money  that  would  enable  the  fanners  to 
improve  their  ground),  would  have  the  fame  efieA.  Were 
the  taic  on  horfes  taken  off,  it  would  tend  to  meliorate,  in 
fome  degree,  the  condition  of  the  clergy.  Hiey  rouft  con- 
fider  themfelves  aggrieved  in  being  fubjefted  to  pay  a  tax  for 
horfes  only  employed  in  labouring  their  glebes,  and  in  car- 
rying them  to  difcharge  the  offices  of  their  profeffion.  They 
plead  an  exemption,  becaufe  the  law  allows  them  a  horfe  in 
landward  pariflies ;  becaufe  glebes,  by  aA  of  parliament,  be- 
fore the  Union,  were  free  from  taxation,  and  becaufe  every 
privilege  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Scotland  before  the  U- 
nion,  was  expreisly  ilipulated  to  be  continued. — There  are 
9  houfes,  where  whifky,  porter,  and  ale  are  fold  by  licence. 
The  morals  of  the  people  will,  probably,  be  hurt  by  drink- 
ing more  fpirituous  liquors  fince  the  malt-duty  was  raifed  fo 
high ;  and  little  malt  is  made  in  this  country  in  comparifon  of 
what  was  made  formerly.— The  ftate  of  the  roads  is  but  indif- 
ferent. The  ftatute-labour  is  commuted.  A  road  from  the 
village  of  Durifdeer  would  conne£l  the  Wallpath  road  with  the 
new  turnpike  to  Sanquhar  and  the  weft  country,  and  would 
be  of  very  great  fervice  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Carron  water 
for  the  article  of  coak.  A  bridge  over  Nith,  even  though  it 
ftrere  conftru6^ed  of  timber,  would  be  of  material  advantage ; 
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loid  it  might  be  eafilj  erefled^  below  Aochenbreatfa,  where 
the  river  b  confined  on  each  fide  bj  folid  rock.  There  are 
3  millsy  and  (everal  old  ruins  of  towers,  forts  and  chapels.^- 
In  September  17869  great  devaftation  was  made  among  the 
trees  at  Dromlanrig  bj  an  uncommonly  high  wind.— Oo 
the  Morton  fide  of  Carron  there  are  the  Enoch  lins.  a  ro- 
^aatic  asttnnl  cav«* 
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NUMBER    LXI. 


♦  aRISH   of   TORPHICHEN, 


(county   of   LINLITHGOW.) 


Sy  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Patok. 


Namey  Sttuation^  Surface^  Minerals^  l^c. 

Cr^OzrBicsts  IS  iidd  to  fignify  *  ten  hills ;'  a  range  of  hills 
having  fo  man j  particukr  tops  being  immediately  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  vfllage  of  Torpbichen.  The  parifh  is  fitua- 
ted  in  the  pre&ytcry  of  Linlithgow,  and  Synod  of  Lothian 
and  Tweeddale,  about  17  miles  W.  of  Edinburgh,  in  lati- 
tude 55^  55%  about  9  miles  in  length  from  E.  to  W.  and 
its  average  breadth  about  ^\.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  part- 
ly by  the  parifli  of  Bathgate,  and  partly  by  Shotts ;  on  the 
W.  partly  by  Shotts  and  New  Monkland  ;  on  the  N.  by  Sla- 
mannan  and  Muiravcnfide;  and  on  the  E.  by  Linlithgow.  The 
paiifli  is  hiUy  in  general,  but  particularly  fo  at  the  E.  end, 
where  the  hill  called  Cairn  Naple  is  fitnatcd,  the  height  of 
which  above  the  level  of  the  fea  is  1498I  feet.  The  parifli 
maybe  reduced  into  two  difWas ;  the  E.  end,  extending  about 
4  miles,  is  in  moft  parts  very  fertile,  except  the  hilly  parts. 
The  weft  end  is  what  is  commonly  called  moor-land.  The 
air,  in  general,  is  moiilcr  than  farther  eaft  the  county,  but 
Vol.  IV.  3  N  does 
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does  not  appctr  to  be  unhealthy,  nor  is  there  an j  diftemper 
that  may  be  called  endemic.  There  is  one  fpring  ftnmglj 
Vnpre^iated  with  ircxni  and  may  therefore  be  ufeful  as  a 
Tonic ;  it  is  aboat  a  mile  weft  firom  the  village  of  Torphi* 
chen,  and  is  laid  to  have  been  much  frequented  aboiit  40  or 
jo  years  ago.  There  is  a  loch  about  a  mile  to  the  N.  £• 
of  the  village  of  Torphichen,  about  a  mile,  or  rather  more, 
jn  circumference^  which  affords  pike,  perdi  and  eeL  There 
is  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  fireeftone,  and  very  durable 
for  building,  and  plenty  of  what  is  opnmionly  called  whin-^ 
^ne,  both  made  ufe  of  for  building  houfes  and  fences. 
Coal  is  very  plenty ;  a  coal*mine  has  been  wrought  on  the 
wefter  declivity  of  Cairn  Napple  for  a  confiderable  time, 
but  is  ooly  made  ufe  of  by  the  proprietor  for  burning  his 
lime,  which  is  in  the  neigjibopring  pariih  of  Linlithgow ; 
about  2  miles  further  weft,  on  the  farm  of  Killicanty,  a 
coal*mine  was  wrought  for  a  very  long  period,  till  withiii 
about  20  years  paft,  and  might  ftill  be  wrought  if  there 
was  encouragement.  In  this  farm,  too,  there  is  iron-ftone, 
2  feams  of  it  having  appeared  On  cutting  into  a  hill  for  the 
purpofe  of  levelling  a  road ;  they  are  about  18  inches  a- 
{under,  and  ^ach  al^out  5  ii^chcs  thick,  and  of  a  good  qua- 
lity. 

Population. — ^At  the  tiipe  of  Dr  Wehfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  1295.  Excepting  that  the  village  of  Tor- 
pbichen  is  con£iderat>Iy  increafed,  it  is  probable,  that  the 
reft  of  the  pariih  was  more  populous  even  a  century  ago 
than  it  is  at  prefent.  The  prefent  amount  is  Z069.  Deaths, 
l>irths  and  marriages,  iince  1763  fiand  thus: 
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• 

Tears. 

Huthi. 

Birtls. 

■ 

Martiagei* 

*763 

13 

37 

7 

1770 

14 

3* 

15 

1780 

8 

16 

21 

1790 

18 

28 
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tThere  are  6  finiths,  9  tailors^  15  weavers,  26  mafon^  and 
wrightSy  I  furgeody  ij6  Seceders.  Verjfew  reach  the  age 
of  80  ;  one  man,  aged  upwards  of  80,  a  farmer,  and  capable 
of  going  about  buimefs,  has  been  4  tixtes  married,  and  has 
bad  26  children ;  there  is  another  man  of  middle  age,  or 
rather  more,  has  had  15  children  by  one  woman,  who  is 
flill  alive,  and  had  a  child  within  a  few  months  ago,  and 
die  whole  15  children  are  alive. 

Agriculture^  ^^.-— Land  rents  at  froiti  7  s.  to  30  s.  the 
acre.  There  are  62  or  63  ploughgates  of  land  in  the  pariib, 
each  ploughgate  notleis  than  70  acres.  Some  farmers  bave^ 
one  or  two  ploughgates  \  two  or  three  about  three  \  and  one 
five.  The  roads  in  the  parifh  are  upheld  by  each  ploughgate 
of  land  being  aflefled  In  12  days  work  of  a  fingle  horfe  cart« 
and  a  man,  or  fix  days  work  of  a  double  horfe  cart,  with 
a  man.  The  above  work  may  likewife,  in  the  option  of 
the  tfufiees  or  overfeers,  be  converted  into  money,  at  the 
ordinary  rate  of  labout,  which  commutation  is  at  prefent 
flated  at  12  s.  Sterling  the  ploughgate  ;  a  fam  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  work. — There  is  a  diilillery  in  the  villageof 
Torphichen,  where  about  2000  bolls  of  barley  are  yearly 
difiilled,  and  upon  the  graiti  are  fed  abott  40  head  of  cattle, 
that  will  weigh  at  an  average  40  (tone  each.  Few  iheep 
are  kept ;  the  grounds  are  moftly  grazed  with  black  cattle^^ 
The  partfli  produces  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas ;  the  former 
in  the  eafler  half  of  the  pariflx  only,  and  of  late  the  quantity 
Ibwn  yearly  is  increafing;  the  culture  of  p^  is  lather  de« 
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dining.  There  is  t  ver  j  confidentble  quantity  of  planting, 
^onfiffing  of  oak,  afli,  elm,  birch,  beech  and  fir,  the  latter  in 
very  large  quantities  -,  of  the  other  there  are  fome  very  fine 
trees,  both  for  beauty  and  value.  There  is  a  poplar  the  di. 
menfions  of  which  were  taken  about  the  year  1788,  when  it 
was  fomewhat  more  than  80  feet  high,  and  its  circnm- 
ference  within  two  feet  of  the  ground,  5  feet  zi  inches. 
Planting  is  yearly  going  on,  both  for  ihelter  and  beauty. 
The  moft  part  of  the  parifh  is  inclofed,  and  the  farmers  are 
fo  fenfible  of  the  advantages  refulting  therefrom,  that  a 
piece  of  uninclofed  land  b  not  eafy  to  be  let.  There  are  a- 
bout  30  bolb  of  wheat  fown  yearly,  80  of  barley,  about 
80  acres  of  artificial  graiTes,  and  turnip  is  beginning  to  be 
attended  to.  Each  family  in  general  plants  as  many  potatoes 
as  may  ferve  for  its  own  ufe.  The  fame  may  be  {aid  of 
flax.  It  is  fuppofed  that  about  two  thirds  of  the  parifii  are  a* 
rable,  and  that  the  parifh  fupplies  itfelf  with  provifions,  and 
about  a  third  more.  Seed-time,  in  general,  for  oats,  is  from 
the  xft  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April,  and  from  the 
ift  to  the  middle  of  May  for  barley.  Harveft  from  ift  Sep- 
tember to  the  middle  of  Odober.  The  parifh  has  abundance 
of  fuel  and  water,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufac- 
turer, with  the  additional  encouragement  of  the  Gleugh 
turnpike  road.  There  are  3  oat  and  barley  mills,  and  % 
lint-mills. 

Stipendy  Poor^  -^r.— The  living  is,  great  teind» 
^  413  -3-4  Scots,  fmall  tiend  L.  137  :  o  :  6  Scots,  ao  bolls* 
2  firlots  3^  pecks  meal^  11  bolls  3I  pecks  bear.  The  vi- 
carage tiend,  7  ftone  2  lb.  butter.  Lord  Torphichen  is  pa« 
tron.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1765.  There  are  36  land' 
holders.— 'The  poor  are  relieved  by  the  intereft  of  L.  2oa» 
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mcvtcloth'-dttea,  £^»  and  the  weekly^  coBje^tiMMJ.     At  tt 
average  there  are  zo  penfioners. 

Wages.'^^A  man  feryant  employed  in  hiiibandrj,  living  in 
the  familjr,  receives  as  wages  L.  7  a-year •  A  woinan  ferraatt 
living  in  the  f&mily,  L.  3 :  A  man  fervant  that  lives  in  acot^ 
tage  receives  the  forefaid  wages,  and  a  pecks  of  meal,  and 
6  d*  a- week,  which  is  reckoned  much  the  fame  ezpence  aa 
Eving  in  the  honfe.  A  day-labourer's  wages  are  i  s, 
without  viftualsy  and  6  4*  ^ith  vifluals. 

Antiquities^  ISc. — A  little  to  the  N.  £•  of  the  village  of 
Torphichen,  is  the  bofpital  or  preceptory  of  Torphichen, 
the  principal  refidence  of  the  Knights  of  St  John  of  Je^ 
ruialem.  There  is  only  the  choir  of  the  church  remain- 
ing, all  the  reft  of  the  houfes  being  razed,  except  a  fquare 
tower ;  there  are  two  wings,  one  on  the  S»  and  the  other 
on  the  N.  fide,  and  evident  marks  of  other  two  on  the 
£•  and  W. ;  on  the  infide  are  three  beautiful  Gothic  arch- 
ed domes,  the  middle  one  fupported  by  fome  Gothic  co- 
lumns ;  the  windows  are  large  and  Gothic ;  in  the  S.  wing 
is  a  nitch  for  laying  the  dead  during  funeral  fervice,  and 
likewife  the  font  for  baptifm.  It  was  founded  by  King 
David  L  There  have  been  feveral  preceptors  of  Tor- 
phichen who  have  been  confiderable  men,  the  firft  men- 
tioned is  one  Arcfaibaldus  magifter  de  Torphichen,  who 
b  witnefs  to  a  charter  of  Alexander,  Great  Steward  of 
Scotland  in  1252.  Sir  Henry  Livingfton  was  likewile 
preceptor,  who,  dying. in  1465,  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Knows,  who,  in  the  iame  year,  was  made  Lord  High; 
Treafurer»  He  died  at  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Floude» 
in  15 13,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  George  Dundas,  who* 
was  a  perfbn  of  great  learning,  and  a  I^bocd-fellow  o^ 
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HeAor  BoHhins  mt  Paris.    The  laft  preceptor  was  Sir 
James  Sandiknds,  fecond  fon  to  Sir  James  Sandilaitds  of 
Calder.    Sandilands,  at  the  RcfonnatioDy  refigned  all  the 
lands  of  the  Johanites  in   Scotland  into  Queen  Mary's 
hands,   who  feued  them  oot  again  to  him   for   xo^oocf 
crowns,  and  the  yearly  annuity  of  500  merks.     She  alfo 
erefted  all  the  forefiud  lands  into  a  temporal  lordfliipy 
in  favour  of  him  and  his  heirs,  in  1563.     The  Templars 
crofs  was  ordered  to  be  put  upon  all  hoofes  that  were 
feued  out  by  thefe  Knights,  and  to  this  day  is  feen  a  great 
number  of  crofles  upon  the  top  of  feveral  buildings  in  E- 
dinburgh,  Leith,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  &c.  which  former- 
ly belonged  to  them.     This  preceptorj  was  a  place  of  re« 
fttge.     There  is  a  ftone  in  the  church*yard  as  a  centre,  and 
others  at  a  mile  didance,   £.  W.  S.  and  N.  with  a  St 
John's  crols  on  them  :  They  ftaod  about  2  feet  out  of  the 
ground.— -About  a  mile  to  the  £.  of  Torphichen,  is  an  al- 
tar of  4  great  unpolifhed  whin  fiones,  on  which,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  iacrifices  were  anciently  performed  :  By  o- 
diers,  it  has  been  called  the  temple  of  Terminus,  although* 
it  may  rather  have  been  a  druidical  place  of  worifaip.— 
About  a  mile  to  the  N.  W.  of  this  altar,  is  the  hill  Bou- 
dane,  upon  which  there  are  evident  marks  of  a  military 
ffaition  :  The  form  of  the  camp  is  oblong  and  round ;  it  is 
marked  in  Armftrong's  map  of  the  3  Lothians  as  a  Da- 
ni(h  camp  \  the  tradition  of  the  country  is>  that  it  is  Ro- 
man. 

MifcJJamtms  OiJirvations.'^Tht  people  of  this  pari(h 
are  induftrious,  the  mod  of  the  labouring  men  wiih  to 
take  a  fee  in  winter,  but  in  fummer  to  remain  free,  when 
Aey  employ  themfelves  in  mowing  hay,  driving  cattle  to 
jEngland,  and  reaping  in  harvefl.    This  is  complained  of  by 
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the  fiurmers.  Servant  women  are  difficult  to  bt  had  too  in 
fommer,  as  thej  make  nearly  as  much  in  harveft  as  their 
half  year's  wages  would  be,  and  can  de  very  well  the  reft 
of  the  time  by  fpinning  flax ;  indeed  there  are  many  wo* 
men  who  do  Tery  weU  the  year  round,  by  fpinning  flaz» 
with  their  harveft  wages.  A  married  man,  with  common 
prudence,  is  at  no  difficulty  to  maintain  and  bring  up  his 
children^  if  he  keeps  his  health,  along  with  the  indufiry  o£ 
the  mother.  The  commonalty  live  on  the  produce  of  the 
country,  or  what  is  called  milk  apd  meal,  with  a  large 
proportion  of  potatoes  in  winter.  The  dreis  is  gready  more 
^xpenfive  than  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago. 
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Name^  Situation^  SoU  RiviTf  i^e. 


nr^HE  pariih  of  Loggie  Eafier  is  fo  called,  beeaufe  there 
^  '  tvus  another  of  the  fame  name  fome  time  ago  in  the 


Weftem  divifion  of  Rofs.     The  name  Laggie^  (in  the 
LoLgu)  fignifies  '^  a  hoUow.'^      The  church  formerly  fiood 
in  a  beautiful  hoUow,  furrounded  by  braes  or  hillocks.    It 
is  nearly  7  mUes  in  length,  and  in  fome  places  more  than  a 
in  breadth ;  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  pariih  of  Kilmulr€| 
on  the  £.  by  Nigg ;  on  the  N,  E.  by  Feam  *,  on  the  N. 
by  Tain  ;  and  on  the  W.  by  Eddertown  and  Kilmuire. 
This  pariih  lies  partly  in  the  county  of  Rofs,  and  partly  in 
the  county  of  Cromarty,  within  4  miles  of  the  town  of 
Tain,  which  is  the  pre(bytery-feat,  and  fometimes  the  feat 
of  the  Synod  of  Rofs.     The  difeafes  to  which  the  inhabi- 
tants are  mod  fubjed,  are  the  cough,  aflhma  and  rheuma- 
tifm.     Sometimes  fevers  get  in  among  them.     The  fimall* 
pox  raged  here  twice  lately,  and  carried  off  a  confiderable 
number  of  children.     Some  of  the  inhabitants,  firdm  a  reli- 
gious prejudice!  were  not  reconcikd  to  the  praAice  of  inoeu- 
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lation;  wbilft  otheiB  were  prudent  enou^  to  take  the  bene- 
fit of  diis  fucceisfiil  mean  to  iave  their  children.  There 
have  been,  and  are  flill  feveral  inftances  of  longevity  here. 
•^-Tbe  foil,  in  (bme  places,  is  a  firong  deep  day,  in  others  a 
rich  black  mould,  and  in  others  a  light  earth  on  an  open 
bottom.  There  is  a  confideraUe  part  of  the  parifb  not  ia 
eultofe,  which  is  capable  of  beiiig  turned  to  good  account. 
There  was,  however,  fomething  done  of  late  in  this  way. 
The  proprietors  give  fome  encouragement  towards  it,  by 
building  hott£BS  on  wafle  ground,  and  giving  their  pofleiTors 
the  benefit  of  what  ground  they  can  break  up  for  feven 
years,  before  they  pay  any  rent.  Some  likewife  give  each 
of  them,  a  fpade,  mattock  and  feed  for  once  to  fow  what 
ground  they  yearly  bring  into  culture.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  plantations  in  a  thriving  condition.  The  only  natu- 
ral wood  is  on  the  ground  of  UUadale.  The  only  river  in 
thb  parifli  goes  generally  by  the  name  of  Abhor,  or  ^  ri  ver.*' 
It  has  %  bridges  upon  it.  There  are  3  bums  or  rivulets,  one 
of  which,  with  heavy  rains,  overflows  its  banks,  and  fome- 
times,  particularly  in  feed-time,  coniiderably  damages  the 
fields  on  each  fide  of  it,  waihing  away  the  loofe  earih  and 
feed  within  its  reach,  and  fpoiling  the  grals.  We  have  fome 
of  the  fineft  fprings  in  different  parts  of  the  pariih.  One  of 
them  near  the  old  church  was  once  fuperititioufly  thought 
to  foretel  the  future  recovery  or  death  of  any  fick  perfon, 
for  whom  they  fetched  feme  of  its  water,  by  changing  -its 
colour  if  he  was  to  die,  and  continuing  the  iame  if  he  was- 
te recover. 

Pof«toioii.-^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webftcr's  report,  the 
numbers  were  850.  The  population  has  been  greatly  on 
the  increafe  for  10  years  back.  The  laft  incumbent  had  no 
more  than  600  examinable  perfons  on  his  lift ;  whereasi  by'' 
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aa  tJ3&  lift  taken  by  the  prefent  incambent  2  years  ago, 
there  were  900  perfons  in  the  pariih,  from  8  years  dd  and 
upward*     In   the  fummer  of  1782,  whole  families  came 
down  from  the  Highlands,  on  account  of  the  dearth,  cuid 
ijbttled  here  for  the  benefit  of  daily  labour,  and  having  the 
fiiel  fo  near  them.     The  encouragement  given  for  turning 
wafte  ground  into  culture,  has  likewife  increafed  the  popu- 
lation.    The  monopoly  of  &rms,  or  turning  fome  fmall  ones 
into  a  large  one,  takes  place  here.     Gentlemen  proprietors 
have  very  coniideiable  farms  under  their  own  manage- 
ment; and  the  farmers  wiih  to  have  eadh  as  much  land  as 
.  be  can.     This,  however,  does  not  affisft  the   population. 
Xhere  are  258  houfes  po^feiTed  ;  2  refiding  heritors,  a  gen- 
tleman captain  on  half  pay,  the  minifter,  ichpolmafterand 
kirk-officer,  49  farmecs,  33  out-fervants,  32  cottagers,   15 
Veavers,  iz  fhoeniakers,  2  mafons,  a  bpck -maker,  a  cart- 
wright,  a  plough  •  Wright,  3  fmiths,  3  coopers,  3  millers,  3 
pedlars,  2  turners,  3  .public-houfe  keepers,  8  tailors,  2  houfe 
carpenters,  2  gardeners.     The  remaining  78  houfes  are  pof- 
ijefied  by  day-labourers,  poor  widows  and  maidens  who  fet 
up  by  thepfelvi:s,  fon^etimes  only  i,  generally  2  of  them  in 
a  houfe.  All  are  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  except  a  few  Se* 
ceders.     The  number  of  births  for  10  years  back,  reckoning 
at  an  average^  is  32  yearly^  of  marriages  8. 

jigricuhure.'^Tht  valued  rent  ii  L.  1514  Scots.  Tb^ 
rf  al  rent  may  be  about  L.  i  ico  Sterling.  Some  of  the  pro- 
prietors  have  converted  cuftoms  and  fer vices  into  money, 
and  there  are  no  fervices  at  prefent  from  the  tenants  to  their 
n^afiers,  except  that  fpme  tenants,  by  their  leafes,  are  obli- 
ged yearly  to  cut  fome  peats  for  them,  and  carry  thefe 
bpn)e,  and  to  give  them  3  days  affiftance  in  harveft.  The* 
pACtajgers  j/rho  refidp  ne^r  their  mailers  hoiiici  are  obliged  to 
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irftend  and  aiBft  in  carrying  their  bom-ftacks  from  the  banx* 
yard  into  the  bam.  The  fervitodes  which  difgraced  humaA 
nature,  by  rendering  tenants  almoft  flaves,  are,  in  this  parilh, 
done  away  \  0xA  I  hope  the  day  is  fiift  approacbiagy  when  ^ 
proprietors  will  find  it  proper  to  have  th^ir  tents  paid  in 
Tidiial  and  money  only.  The  greateft  &rmers  pay  about 
L.  60  Sterling  yearly  rent  in  vidual  and  money,  and  foma 
of  them  not  L.  5  Sterling.  The  principal  crops  are  oats^ 
barley,  and  potatoes,  which  laft  are  the  fupport  of  ma-» 
ny  poor  families,  with  ibme  little  meal,  for  more  than  half 
of  the  year.  There  grows  aUb  a  coofiderable  quantity  of  peasv 
and  rye.  The  proprietors,  and  even  farmers,  now  fow  clo* 
ver  and  rye-grais,  and  find  this  the  moft  profiuble  way  of 
refting  their  lands,  after  which  they  get  rich  crops.  Of  e- 
rery  kind  of  gfain,  a  far  greater  qaantity  grows  than  fervesf 
the  inhabitants.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  barley  is  ufed 
in  malting,  for  ale,  and  to  ferve  the  diftitierie^  around  us  in 
other  parifiies,  there  being  none  licenfed  here.  Oats,  bar- 
ley, and  oat-meal  are  fold  here  to  perfons  at  a  diftance,  and 
fometimes  fent  out  of  the  comitry.— There  are  about  600 
horfes,  nearly  twice  the  number  of  ozen,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  milk  cows.  The  horles  are  generally  fmail,  but 
even  the  farmers  hare  begun  the  cuftom  of  fupplyiirg  them- 
felves  with  thofe  of  a  large  fize  from  Moray  -,  and  this  bet- 
ters the  breed  of  horfes  here.  The  number  of  Iheep  is  not 
fo  confiderable  now  as  formerly,  the  gentkmen  in  this  pa^ 
rilh  rather  cultivating  milk  cows,  and  the  tenants  not  having 
the  fame,  range  for  their  flieep,  by  the  improvement  ofi^ 
wafte  grouiKL 

Churchy  Stipind^  School^  Poor^  (^r.-^About  24  years  ago^ 
the  prefent  neat  little  church  was  built  on  an  eminence,  at 
fome  ^ance  from  the  twUow  where  it  formerly  ftood. 
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Twelve  yean  ago^  dming  the  vacancj  Sir  Jobn  Rois  nf 
Balnagown,  with  co&fent  and  approbation  of  heritors  and 
preibyterj,  took  the  manfe  and  glebe  to  himielf,  and  baik 
a  neat  manfe  for  the  prelent  incombent.  9  The  former 
glebe  meafured  9  acres  of  very  good  land,  in  Uea  of  whsdi» 
by  the  arbitration  of  proper  judges,  he  gave  %6  acres  of  a- 
rable  and  wade  groundy  around  the  hill  on  which  the  manfe 
was  built.     On  this  hill,  there  is  a  moft  charming  ptatptA 
to  the  fouth  of  the  town  and  bay  of  Cromarty^  and  to  the 
call,  of  the  pariflies  of  Nig{{  and  Feam,  and  a  part  of  die 
parifh  of  Tarbat.    From  the  month  of  May,  to  that  of  Oc- 
tober, fuch  a  (bene  of  com  fieUy,  over  lb  very  confiderable 
a  fpace  of  ground,  ftrikes  the  delighted  beholder.    The  fli- 
pend  is  5  chaldeis  of  barley,  L.  aa :  15  : 6  Sterling,  and  a 
right  to  the  fmall  tithes  in  kind.    Kenneth  Mackenzie,  £fi|; 
is  patron.— -*The  falary  of  the  pariih  fchoolmafier  is  only 
too  merks.    By  this  falary  and  fchool-does,  which  are  far 
from  being  extraordinary,  with  his  fiilary  and  perqnifites  as 
fi:iIiQn-clerk,  and  fome  laudable  Ibifts,  this  man  decently 
iupports  himfelf  and  family.     There  is  a  fchool  in  the 
heights  of  die  pariih  of  Kilmuire,  the  falary  of  which  year* 
ly  is  paid  by  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge, which  lies  very  contiguous  to  the  heights  of  this  pa^ 
riOi,  and  at  which  feveral  children  from  it  are  taught.— The 
finmber  of  perfons  on  the  poor's  roll  is  generally  between  60- 
and  70.    The  greateft  part  of  diem  can  do  Something  to- 
wards their  own  fupport ;  fuch  of  them  as  are  able,  go  ^ 
boat  once  a-year  and  ccdle^  femething  in  this  way.    They 
receive  alms  fi^quendy  from  the  inhabitants  at  their  own 
houfes,  and  the  money  coUefted  at  church,  (except  a  litde 
given  in  the  way  of  iaiarj  to  the  (effion-clerk,  catecfaift,  and 
kirk-oflScer),  goes  all  to«  their  ofe.    They  have  alfo  tfaer 
fines  railed  from  fuch  as  commit  fornication.    There  are 

likewife 


of  LoggU  Eafier.  477 

Iilcemie  eftaUiihed  lands  from  fev^ral  mortificatioiis,  for 
^the  behoof  of  this  and  of  fome  neiglibooring  parifliesy  from 
which  this  parifti  has  a  food  of  L.  14  Sterling.  Befides, 
there  13  a  fund  of  L.  18  Sterling  belonging  to  the  feffion, 
the  intereft  of  which  is  yearly  giiKn  to  the  poor.  Col- 
leAions  at  church  for  zo  years  back  are^  at  an  average, 
L.  14  Sterling  yearly. 

MifcettaneoMi  Oh/ervatians^f-^Tht  common  people  gene- 
Tally  fpeak  the  Gaelic  language ;  many  of  them  underftand 
fomething  of  the  Engliih,  and  fpeak  it  throogh  the  Gaelic 
accent  and  idiomd-^The  inhabitants  are  in  general  of  a  pi- 
onsi  fober,  and  induftrioos  difpofitioOi  well  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  religion,  and  regular  in  their  pradice. 
This  does  not  &y  that  there  are  no  exceptions.  There  has 
not  been  one  <^  them  tried  for  theft  or  murder  fince  the 
prefent  incumbent  came  among  them.  Two  inftances  of 
filicide  have  indeed  occurred  during  that  time.— The  nC'* 
eeflaries  of  life  are  eafily  acquired  here ;  its  convenienciea 
and  fuperfluities  fall  to  the  ihare  of  a  very  few  perfons. 
This  parilh  abounds  in  the  extremities  of  it,  and  in  fome 
parts  through  its  very  middle,  with  mols  and  turf  ground ; 
Ibme  of  the  neighbouring  pariihes  cut  their  peats  and  turf 
in  it,  and  carry  them  to  their  own  homes.  To  cut,  dry, 
and  carry  thefe  home,  is  the  labour  of  many  during  the- 
greateft  part  of  the  fummer,  and  the  firft  month  of  harveft, 
PeatSy  turf,  and  bnilhwood,  are  in  general  the  fuel  herc^ 
CSentlemen  indeed  buy  and  ufe  coais.-— The  out  fervanta 
have  a  houfe  from  their  mailer,  6  bolls  of  meal  for  their 
Bieat,  and  3  for  their  wages  in  the  year ;  with  2  pairs  of  ihoes^ 
and  the  ufe  of  as  much  land  to  plant  potatoes,  and  fow  bar- 
ley on,  as  they  can  provide  manure  for.  The  produce  of 
potatoes  b  all  their  own.    They  give  half  feed  for  the  bar- 
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kj  land|  and  receive  half  of  the  increafe.  All  thefe  thbfg^/ 
with  fome  perquifites  thej  exped  and  get,  will  be  worth 
about  L.  X2  Sterling  a-year.  So  that  an  out  fervant,  with 
bis  wife,  (if  ihe  be  fober  and  induftrious),  and  5  or  perhaps 
6  children,  can  live  eafily,  though  frugallj,  and  may  be 
joSlj  more  void  of  care  than  his  mailer.  The  hire  of  ^ 
day-labourer  here  is  from  6d.  to  8d.  a-day ;  but  they  ge- 
nerally deal  in  what  they  call  flump  work,  or  work  by  the 
piece.  The  women,  befides  out  labour,  deal  much  in  fpin- 
ning  hemp,  flax  and  lint,  of  which  they  can  make  each  3  d. 
a-day ;  and  fome  maidens  choofe  rather  to  keep  honfe  by 
themfelves,  (as  a  hut  can  eafily  be  built,  and  fuel  procured)^ 
and  live  in  this  way  rather  than  go  to  fervice.  They  reap 
in  harveft,  for  which  they  have  each  a  boll  and  a  pecks,  for 
about  6  weeks  labour,  and  fpin  throughout  the  reft  of  the  year. 
The  hire  of  a  man  for  the  harveft  work  is  a  boll  and  a  hal( 
with  one  diet  a-day .-^There  is  a  ridge  of  (mail  hills  in  the 
middle  of  the  parifli,  of  no  great  height.  On  the  top  of 
one  of  thefe  once  flood  a  gallows,  which  part  was  fnrroond- 
ed  by  a  ditch,  as  may  be  ftill  feen.  Not  £u>  from  it,  near, 
the  very  end  of  the  ridge,  is  a  pond  of  water,  narrow  in 
circumference,  but  very  deep,  and  not  eafily  fiithome<L 
This  pond  goes  b j  the  name  of  P6ii  a  bbaidb^  or  the  *  Pool 
*  for  drowning.'  About  40  years  ago,  died  a  man,  whr 
witnefl*ed  the  lafl  execution  in  this  pool,  that  of  a  womaa 
for  child-murder.  Hence  it  appears,  that  when  heritable 
jurifdidion  took  place,  this  was  one  of  thofe  places  in  this 
county  appointed  for  the  execution  of  condemned  crimi- 
nals.—•On  each  fide  of  the  bum  or  rivulet,  called  Aultran^ 
Albanick,  or  Scotfl^um,  are  feveral  cairns.  The  tradition 
refpeding  them  is,  that  there  was  a  battle  fought  in  this 
place  by  the  Scots  and  Danes,  which  the  Scots  gained ; 
that  this  water  received  its  name  from  that  circumflanc&i 
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jttDd  that  under  thefe  heaps  of  (tones  they  buried  their  flain. 
A  part  of  one  of  thefe  heaps  was  removed,  the  ground  un- 
der it  dug  up,  and  human  bones  and  an  axe  were  found  there. 

« 

^n  feyeral  places  are  tumuli^  fome  of  which  clearly  appear  to 
be  the  works  of  arC  There  gt^  likewife  fmall  inclofures  of 
jturf  artificiall J  made,  fome  of  them  fquare,  and  fome  circular. 
Two  always  appear  near  each  other ;  they  are  called  in  th^ 
Gaelic,  Rcitagan*  Reiie  or  Reitacbas^  in  that  language,  fig* 
nifies  *  agreement  -y  and  the  tradition  refpefting  them  is^ 
that  in  former  times,  parties  at  variance  met  there  with 
^eir  friends  for  fettling  of  diiTerences. 
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NUVTBER    LXIII. 


PARISH    OF    £  R  R  O  L, 
'     (county   of   PERTH.) 


fi^  Mr  WitLIAM  HpuaiAKy  ^IJifUM  ta  tbi  Mimfigr  of 
£rrolf 


i^amif  Situation^  Soil  and  Olimate* 

THE  name  of  Enrol  {eenits  to  be  of  great  antiquitj, 
Tbe  firft  mention  made  of  it  19  about  the  year  980, 
vhen  the  country  was  freed  from  aa  fnvafion  of  the 
Danes.  One  Hay  and  his  two  fons,  who  were  ploughing 
in  the  field,  (topped  their  countrymen  in  their  flight,  caa* 
£sd  them  return  to  the  charge,  and,  by  a  furious  onfet^  fiib- 
due  and  rout  their  enemies.  For  this  fignal  fervice,  the 
£amily  was  ennobled  under  the  title  of^  Earl  of  Errol,  and 
obtained  a  portion  of  land  in  the  Carfe  pf  Gowtie,  where 
Errol  is  fituated.  It  continued  in  the  pofleifion  of  thei^ 
defcendants  till  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  and  has 
fince  belonged  to  feveral  proprietors.  No  account  is  givei| 
of  the  origin  of  the  name.  The  pariih  lies  within  the  Sy- 
nod and  prefbytery  of  Perth.  It  is  bounded  by  the  river 
Tay  on  the  S. ;  by  the  pariih  of  Inchture  on  the  E. ,  by 
Kinnaird,  Kilfpindie,  and  Kin&wns,  on  the  N.  ^  and  by 
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^i  MilJob  <m  file  W.  It  is  5  {  mSes  in  le&gthi  and  near- 
ly 3  in  breadth ;  perfeAlj  regular  and  compad,  and  in.  • 
dudes  a  large  and  a  &ir  portion  of  the  carfe  of  Gowrie^ 
From  the  one  end  to  the  other,  it  ifaretches  over  almoft  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  carfe»  from  its  commencement  at  the 
foot  of  the  hillsy  to  its  termination  bj  the  Tay;  and 
though  it  b  in  general  level  ground,  there  are  feveral  e^ 
minences  in  it,  which  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  &• 
gure.  The  foil  is  of  excellent  quality*  It  varies  accord'^ 
ing  to  the  fituation.  The  low  land,  which  may  compre- 
hend two-thirds  of  the  parifh,  is  in  general  a  (bong  day  ; 
the  rifing  ground,  and  particularly  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  village  of  Errol,  is  a  rich  black  earth  *,  and 
towards  the  W.  end  of  the  pariih,  the  foil  is  of  a  lighter 
nature,  inclining  to  a  brown  fand.  The  whole  country  is 
naturally  wet,  and  it  is  the  draining  arid  improving  of  it 
within  thefe  laft  50  years,  which  has  contributed  fo  much 
to  its  value  and  fertility.  The  dimatCt  of  courfe,  could 
not  be  confidered  as  the  moft  deiirable.  It  was  damp, 
and  attended  with  fuch  difeafes  as  are  common  in  a  heavy 
atmofphere.  Some  time  ago,  the  ague  was  a  very  pre- 
valent complaint;  it  has  now  in  a  great  meafure  difap-* 
peared  ;  but  a  difeafe  ftill  more  fiital  feems  to  have  come 
in  its  ftead.  Confumptions,  which  formerly  were  rare, 
have  of  late  been  very  frequent,  although,  from  the  flate 
of  cultivation,  it  ihould  be  thought  that  the  air  is  much 
more  fahibrious.  But  what  is  remarkable  in  the  carfe  of 
Gowrie,  the  people  who  refide  in  the  higher  parts  of  die 
country  are  not  found  to  be  the  moft  healthy.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  low  and  marfliy  grounds,  indeed,  may  be 
more  liable  to  rheumatic  complaints,  but  they  have  been 
cften  obferved  to  enjoy  the  longeft  courfe  of  Hie. 
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Jfgricubwe.'^The  mode  of  cultivadon  bas  undergone 
an  entire  revolution  within  tbelis   40  jears,   and,   as    this 
pariih  is  an  important  part  of  the  carfe  of  Gowrie^   that 
article  is  the  more  de&rving  of  notice.     The  land  was  for* 
merlj  divided  into  what   was  caUed  infield  and  outfield^ 
there  being  about  two-thirds  of  the  former,  and  a  third  of 
the  latter.     The  infield,  which  generally  laj  next  the   vil* 
lage  or  tenement,  got  the  dung,  produced  on  the  farm,  and 
yr9S  kept  under  a  conftant  rotation  of  peas,  wheat,  barlej- 
and  oats ;  lime,  fallow  and  artificial  grafTes,  were  alxnoit 
unknown.     The  outfield,  after  remaining  6  years  in  its 
natural  ftate,   was  for  3   crops  turned  into  oats,  having 
been  previoufly  thrown  up  into  dikes  as  a  preparation  for 
them  ;  after  which  it  was  allowed  to  revert  to  its  former 
condition.     The  produce  of  every  kind  was  very  indiffe- 
rent.    In  thofe  days  of  fterility,  the  horfes  were  fupported 
ia  fummer  upon  thiflles,.  which  were  to  be  had  in  abun. 
dance,  both  in  the  laboured  and  uncultivated  grounds,  and 
which  it  was  the  employment  of  the  fervants  to  coUcd. 
The  land  is  at  prefent  in  a  high  ftate  of  improvement. 
As  almoft  the  whole  pariih  is  capable  of  bearing  the  fame 
grain,  the  farmers,  like  impartial  ftewards,  direft  their  at- 
tention equally  to  every  part  of  their  charge,  and.  divide 
their  polTeilions  into-  6  equal  portions,  which  they  employ 
for  fallow,  wheat,  peas,  barley,  grais  and  oats^    The  fid- 
low  which  fucceeds  the  oats  or  wheat,  is  turned  over  ia 
the  end  of  autumn,  again  ia  the  beginning  of  fummer, 
and  commonly  ploughed  and  harrowed  other  3  times  ia 
the  courfe  of  it.     It  is   always  enriched  with  dung,  and 
frequently  with  lime,  which  are  laid  on  it  before  it  gets 
the  kft  furrow  in  Auguft. — The  wheat  upon  the  fsdlow 
is  fown  from  the  8th  to  the  laft  of  September.    As  this  is. 
the  principal  crop   which  recorapences  the  toil  and  ex- 
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{«nfe  of  the  farmer,  it  «  perpetually  encroaching  on  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  other  kinds  of  <grain.  Some  te- 
nants who  are  only  bringing  their  lands  into  order,  or 
who,  it  is  feared,  are  bound  down  by  their  leafes,  adhere 
Rriftly  to  the  iixths  into  which  they  have  divided  them> 
and  convert  no  more  into  wheat  than  they  had  under  fal- 
low ;  others,  whofe  pofleffions  have  been  longer  ill  a  ftate 
of  improvement,  borrow  confiderably  from  the  barley  and 
oats,  turning  fields  of  peas  and  of  grafs  into  wheat  as  they 
judge  beft ;  while  fome  very  good  farmers  plough  up  the 
whole  of  what  was  grals,  and  lay  the  third  of  their  grounds 
imder  wheat.  But  this  extenfive  cropping  is  Hable  to  be 
interrupted,  and  is  fometimes  entirely  prevented,  except 
t)n  the  fallow,  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fall  in  autumn. 

The  feed-time  is  finifhed  in  general  by  the  middle  of  Oc« 
tober,  and  the  harveft  commences  about  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft.  According  to  the  foil;  ftrong  beans,  grey  peas  and 
beans,  or  early  peas  are  raifed ;  the  grain  is  fown  as  early 
in  March  as  the  feafon  will  permit,  the  oats  immediately 
after;  and  the  harveft  takes  place  in  September.  The 
land  for  barley,  that  it  may  be  fully  pulverized,  is  tho- 
roughly ploughed  at  3  different  periods,  November,  A- 
pril  and  May,  and  the  crop  is  ready  for  reaping  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  oats*  Drilled  beans,  potatoes  and  tur. 
nip,  are  fometimes  put  in  place  of  peas,  and  found  to  be  an 
excellent  preparation  for  the  barley.— -If  the  quantity 
reaped  from  each  kind  (^  grain  in  the  parifli  (hould  not 
feem  remarkable,  the  quality  yields  an  abundant  com- 
penfation*  The  return  obtained  in  general  from  wheat 
may  be  10  bolls  the  acre  on  the  fallow,  and  8  after  grafs. 
The  average  produce  of  peas  and  beans  is  8  bolls,  which, 
at  the  price  they  ufually  bring,  is  a  poor  crop  5  but  the 
benefit  derived  to  the  land,  and   the  maintenance   they 
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fumifh  for  the  borics^  are  the  reaibns  for  cootiimiag  them. 
Oat$  maj  be  efiiinated  at  1 1  bolk,  and  oft^  feveral  more ; 
but  as  the  J  4o  oot  opmmonly  exci^d  14  s.  in  value,  wheat 
}3  found  to  be  more  profitable,  and  leldom  fails  to  be  fiib- 
jtitutcd  in  their  room,  when  the  exchange  can  ia&lj  b« 
fidmitted-  Barlej  it  ^  precanons  crop  on  ftroog  clay 
ground)  and  cannot  be  repkoBed  upon  for  more  than  8 
boUsy  though  10  and  upwards  are  ^quentlj  obtained. 
But  the  pro^nc^  of  all  the  above  articles  is  fubjed  to 
inuch  viciffitttde,  though  the  returp  mentioned  is  the  hxgh- 
f&  that  can  in  general  be  expeded.  No  part  of  the  king- 
ixmk  perhaps  excels  this  for  crops  of  grais.  Thejase 
faifed  after  barlej  or  oats,  and  even  fometimes  after 
wheat ;  and  though  the  increaie  depends  a  good  deal  upon 
the  feafon,  3  luxuriant  cuttings  are  ft-equently  had  be- 
tween  the  beginning  of  June  and  the  end  of  September. 
jA.  confiderable  quantity  of  fruit  is  likewife  produced  in 
^is  diftrifi.  Formerly  there  were  large  orchards  planted 
at  many  of  the  farm  tenements,  fom^  of  them  confifting 
pi  feveral  acres ;  and  though  they  are  in  fome  meafure  her 
come  barren  through  age,  and  the  quality  is  by  no  means 
£ne,  they  annually  bring  money  into  the  pariih. 

The  rearing  of  live  fiocMt  though  generally  prafiifed,  is  not 
parried  to  great  extent.  The  foil  is  ill  adapted  for  pafture, 
fmd  too  valuable  to  be  left  for  that  purpofe.  There  are 
juft  as  many  animals  maintained,  as  confume  the  fodder 
produced  on  the  farm.  The  cattle  are  kept  in  flraw- 
yards  with  open  (hades,  where  they  thrive  very  well,  and 
arc  fold  when  3  years  old,  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  or  L.  8  each. 
The  milk-cows,  apd  work  horfes  o^y,  have  liberty  to 
fieed  on  a  part  of  the  fown  grafs  for  a  ^ttle  time  in  fimi- 
zncr,  and  the  other  ftock  are  £ent  to  graze  in  the  neigh* 
^MMirhpod,  or  foldy  excepting  as  many  as  can  be  fupportefl 
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in  the  jwd  upon  clover.  Till  of  late,  the  breeding  pf  horlfli 
was  rather  neglefied,  and  large  fums  were  laid  oat  in  pur* 
chafing  then ;  but  the  farmeis  are  now  become  more  at* 
tentive  to  their  iatereft  in  that  refjpefiy  and  there  is  a  pro- 
fpeft  that  they  will  henceforth  provide  for  tbemlidves* 
But  the  carfe  tenants  who  can  go  much  length  in  bringing 
up  joung  beafls  of  whatever  kinds  are  thofe  who  have 
grais  pofleiBons  fomewhere  elfe,  to  which  thej  can  remove 
them  at  the  proper  feaCon.  The  pariib  maj  contain  7009 
acres.  The  whole  of  it  is  arable,  and  at  prefent  under 
cultivation  in  the  manner  already  mentiooed«  excepting 
fome  indofures  of  fic8»  which,  though  the  trees  are 
fcarcelj  come  to  half  their  fize,  ^e  proprietors  are  faft 
deariug  off.  From^the  different  method9  purihed  by  the 
fitfmers  for  the  produdions  of  grain,  it  oaonot  be  txsJQXj 
determined  what  quantity  of  land  is  employed  in  each 
fpecies  \  but  it  is  coajeftured  that  there  is  a  fifth  of  the 
whole  parijh  in  wheatj  nearly  a  fi^  in  gmfs,  and  as  much 
in  peasy  fometbing  more  in  fidlow,  potatoes,  flax,  and  planr 
tations,  lels  than  a  fizth  in  oats,  and  about  the  lame  in 
barley «^«Land  is  rented  at  very  different  prices.  Fifteen 
years  ago,  it  was  about  15  s.  the  acre.  It  rofe  immediate* 
)y  after  to  L.  i,  5  s.  and  was  then  judged  fo  high,  that  the 
tenant  obtained  his  poffei&on  for  life.  It  has  of  late  been 
letting  for  L.  2,  and  fome  of  it  even  for  L.  a,  10  s. ;  but 
rents  of  this  laft  kind  are  given  ^efly  for  lands  about  the 
village,  where  trades  people  pay  rather  for  the  conveni- 
ence than  value  of  ground.  The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli 
js  neatly  L.  x  7,000  Scots,  and  the  real  rental  is  faid  to  be 
fd>out  L.  8000  Sterling*  The  extent  of  fiirms  is  variably 
but  in  general  from  100  to  aoo  acres.  The  tUlage  is  pert 
formed  by  a  pkmgh,  with  an  iron  head  and  mettle  mould 
)K)ard,  drawn  by  a  boriies,  which  one  peribn  manages. 

FflF 


486  Statical  Account 

For  every  30  acres  in  the  fiuin,  one  fuch  plough  is  com- 
tnonlj  judged  neceflarj.  As  the  labour  is  fevere,  ftroug 
faorfes  are  employed,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  coft  more 
than  L.  21  a-piece.  Four  or  5  cows  are  Jcept  on  a  pof- 
feflion  of  100  acres. 

Wages  J  Prices^  t^r.— An  ordinary  ploughman  gets  from 
L.*  7,  7  s.  to  L.  9,  9  s.  a-year ;  if  married,  he  pays  L.  z  for 
his  houfe  and  garden,  and  L.  x,  xo  s.  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  cow  throughout  the  year.  Tliere  are  many  of  both 
deicriptioos  in  the  parifli ;  and  though  the  cottager  is  not 
lb  likely  to  change  his  refidence,  the  unmarried  perfon  b  as 
much  defired  Sac  a  fervant.  The  wages  of  a  female  fer- 
▼ant.  are  from  L.  2,  los.  to  L.3,  and  the  whole  of  her 
employment  is  in  the  houCe,  except  in  feed-time  and  bar- 
veft.  Moft  of  the  male  fervants  have  their  lodging  apart 
from  the  dwelling  of  the  farmer ;  and  for  vifhials,  which 
they  prepare  themfelves,  receive  2  pecks  of  oat-meal  a- 
week,  and  a  certain  meafure  of  milk  for  each  diet.  When 
labourers  ore  hired  by  the  day,  they  have  10  d.  in  winter, 
and  I  s.  in  fummer,  for  meat  and  wages.  Perfons  from  the 
neighbouring  boroughs  are  engaged  for  cutting  down  the 
crop ;  the  men  get  from  L.  i,  3  s.  to  L.  x,  5  s.  and  the  wo- 
men from  15  s.  to  L.  I,  befides  provifions,  which  they  ge- 
nerally earn  in  3  weeks.  A  confiderable  expenfe,  befides, 
was  annually  incurred  for  a  number  of  hands  for  threfhing 
out  the  grain,  which  fenrice  is  chiefly  done  now  by  ma- 
chines for  the  purpofe.  Threihing-mills  were  introduced 
into  the  parifh  about  3  years  ago,  ore  multiplying  every 
feafon,  and  confidc^red  a  capital  improvement  in  hulbandry. 
—The  whole  cofts  attending  cultivation,  exclufive  of  rent, 
and  alfo  of  lime,  which  is  frequently  demanded,  are  faid 
fo  be  L«  2  on  acre.    The  price  of  provifions  is  much  the 
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fame  aa  in  the  neighbouring  periikes.'— TUs  parilb  pro* 
duces  much  grain,  befides  what  b  neoeflary  for  its  owm 
confumpti(»i.  A  good  deal  is  fent  everj  yeax'  to  Perth 
and  Dundee,  and  large  quantities  are  exported  by  fea* 
It  is  carried  coaftwife  to  Leith,  and  feveral  other  ports  on 
the  Forth,  and  up  the  canal  to  Glafgow.  Winter  and 
fpring  are  the  feafons  of  exportation,  the  farmer  being  then 
obliged  to  dili>o{e  of  his  grain.  The  prices  are  regu- 
lated by  the  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  markets*  being  con^ 
monly  fomewhat  lower,  though  the  grain  is  of  the  beft 
quality,  and  the  meafurea  ufed  here  exceed  thofe  at  Leith» 
by  at  leaft  5  per  cent*  which  will  defray  the  charge  of  tranC- 
portation.  There  are  two  places  at  which  all  the  grain  ex- 
ported from  the  pariih  'u  ihipped  off;  the  fhore  of  £r- 
rol,  a  little  below  the  village,  and  of  Powgavie,  on  the 
£•  point  of  the  pariih,  where  it  joins  with  Inchture.  The 
chief  traffic  carried  on,  is  that  of  grain  in  winter,  and  lime 
and  coals  in  fummer*  Lime  is  brought  from  different 
parts  of  Fife,  and  fold  for  17  d.  the  boll,  wheat  meafure,  and 
alfo  from  the  north  of  England,  of  a  fuperior  quality,  which 
is  to  be  had  for  a  s*  4  d.  barley  meafure.  Coal,  which  is 
the  fuel  u&d  in  the  pariih,  cofls  about  3  s*  9  d.  the  boll« 
weighing  52  ftones.  There  nmy  be  140  or  150  chaldrons 
of  coals  delivered  at  the  ihore  of  Errol  in  a  leafon,  and  120 
of  lime.  The  quantity  of  grain  ejQ>orted  may  be  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  lime  delivered.  A  correfpond- 
ence  is  likewife  kept  up  with  London,  and  iomc  other 
places,  whence  porter,  wine,  lugar  and  wood,  are  frequently 
received.  The  proprieioc  of  Errol  has  a  duty  upon  the  ar- 
ticles (hipped  off,  or  landed  at  the  harbour  on  his  eftate.  A 
paffage-boat  goes  regularly  between  it  and  the  ihore  of. 
Newburgh  every  tide. 
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PofulatiPtt^^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfler's  report,  tke 
aumben  were  1419.  At  pxefent  (1791)  the  numbers  are 
2685 ;  of  thefe  1857  Kve  in  the  country,  and  828  in  the 
village.  There  are  1301  males,  and  1384  females*  *  Com- 
puting from  a  I  jean,  the  time  of  majoritj,  there  may  be 
472  unmarried,  846  married,  and  164  nvidowors  or  wi- 
dows. Of  all  defcriptionsi  there  are 
Under  zo  jears  of  age,  •  -  633 

Between  10  and  20,  •  -  536 

Between  20  and  50,  -  -  1x17 

Between  50  and  70,  -  -  362 

Above  70,  -  -  .  .         3y 

The  annual  average  of  births  for  the  laft  6  years  is  77 ;  of 
marriages  32,  and  of  buriab  40.    There  are  18  heritors 
belonging  to  the  parifh ;  but  the  moft  of  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  6  or  7  proprietors,  few  of  whom  refide.    Almoft  the 
whole  country  is  occupied  bj  the  fiumers.    Thej  are  ex- 
pert and  indnftrious  in  their  profeffion,  and  profperoos  in 
tiieir  circumftances.    Little  of  the  fervik  work  on  their 
pofleffions  is  performed  bj  them  or  their  families ;  and  be- 
fide  female,  manj  of  them  conftantly  maintain  8  male  fer- 
vants.    There  are  211  weavers,  who  for  the  mofi  part 
work  cloth  for  fide ;  but  no  fine  manufiiidure  is  carried  on* 
There  are  50  wrigfats,  25  tailors,  21  flioemaken,  14  bhck- 
fmiths,  j  mafons,  2  brickmakers,  x  bricklayer,  4  bakers, 
3  butchers,  2  furgeons,  and  i  writer.    There  are  7  inn- 
keepers in  the  village,  and  10  in  other  parts  of  the  pariib. 
There  are  not  above  240  Seceders  of  all  denominations. 
The  remaining  2445  belong  to  the  Eftabliflied  Chnrefa, 
who,  for  numbers  and  genteel  appearance,  will  not  be  ex- 
celled or  equalled  by  many  country  congregations  in'  the 
kingdom. — ^Their  fiature  is  confiderably  above  tibe  ordina- 
ry fize,  and  their  proportions  otherwife  well  adjufted     In 
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temper  aad  mai^ierSy  they  are  gaj,  cheerfnl  and  adive. 
The  higher  ranks  are  opulent,  and  the  lower  have  it  ia 
their  power,  from  the  great  wages  they  can  earn,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  conveniencies  of  life.  They  are  far  removed 
from  fordidnefa,  and  are  not  unfufceptible  of  generofity,  of 
which  they  have  given  proof  on  feveral  occafions.  As  the 
people  equal  their  neighbours  in  ufeful,  and  far  furpafs 
them  in  elegant  accomplifliments,  it  is  ezpefted  that  they 
will  be  exemplary  alfo  in  that  devout  and  religious  de- 
meanour, which  gives  every  embelliihment  its  true  lullre 
and  dignity. 

Churchy  School^  Poor ^-^Thc  church  was  built  in  17654 
The  manfe  above  60  years  ago ;  has  had  fome  inconfiderable 
repairs  fince  that  time,  and  is  ftill  in  a  tolerable  condition. 
John  Allen,  Efq;  of  Errol  is  patron. — There  is  only  ono 
eftablifhed  fchool,  though,  from  the  inconvenience  of  fend- 
ing children  to  a  diftance,  others  are  maintained  in  diffe- 
rent quarters.  The  parilh  fchoolmafter  has  aoo  merks  Scots 
of  falary,  i  s.  4  d.  on  every  marriage,  8  d.  on  every  baptifm, 
and  3l'd.  on  every  certificate.  He  has  befides  a  fmall  fee 
for  doing  the  bufinefs  of  the  kirkfeflion.  The  office  is 
judged  to  be  worth  L.  50  Sterling  a-year.— The  poor  on  the 
roll  at  preient,  befides  fome  who  get  occafional  aid,  are  36* 
The  difbribution  for  their  fupport  amounts  to  more  than  L.  70 
a-year.  The  means  for  furniihing  it  are  the  weekly  collec- 
tions at  the  church,  which  juft  now  may  be  reckoned  L*  40; 
the  intereft  of  L.600,  which  is  a  fund  belonging  to  the 
poor,  and  the  duties  ariiing  from  marriages  and  burials. 
No  aSeiTment  has  for  fome  time  been  levied  from  the  pa- 
rilh. 
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Village. — The  village  of  Errol  is  the  only  place  ia  the 
pariihy  in  which  the  number  o£  buildings  has  lately  in- 
creafed.     Its  fituation  is  remarkably  pleafant.     Seated  on 
an  eminence,  rifing  by  a  gradual  afcent  above  the  level  of 
the  country,  the  profjpeft  from  it  is  estenfive  and  delight- 
ful.    But  the  houfes  in  the  village  are  as  paltry  as  the  fi- 
tuation is  pleafant.     As  there  is  no  flone  m  the  neighbour- 
hood, they  are  moftly  built  of  clay,  and  huddled  together^ 
without  much  order  or  re^larity.     Excepting  gentlemens 
feats,  all  the  old  buildings  in  the  pariih  are  of  that  fub- 
ftance,  which,  when   properly  cemented,  is  reckoned  the 
warmed  and  mod  durable  of  any ;  and  there  are  fome  fa- 
brics of  it  ftill  in  tolerable  repair,  the  date  of  which  cannot 
be  afcertained.     In  forming  fuch  edifices,  every  man  is  his 
own  mafon,  raiiing  them  by  times,  and  putting  on  one 
layer  as  the  other  is  condenfated ;  and  to  this  caufe  it  is 
certainly  owing  that  there  are  fo  few  profeflional  mafons  in 
the  pariihi     It  is  thought  that  the  people  have  now  in  fome 
meafure  V>d  the  art  of  preparing  the  materials,  and  com* 
palling  them  together,  fo  as  to  give  the  clay-houfes  the  fo- 
lidity  they  had  in  paft  times.     They  are,  however,  adopt- 
ing a  plan  of  building  much  more  agreeable  to  the  eye, 
and  certainly  no  lefs  ufeful  for  accommodation,  moulding 
the  mortar  into  bricks,  and  with  thefe  forming  thcif  dwel- 
lings.     The  proprietor  having  adopted  the  judicious  plan 
of  feuing  out  many  of  the  old  houfes,  with  their  yards,  fe- 
Veral  good  houfes  have  of  late  been  erefled,  and  the  village 
has  increafed  in  population. 

/.  . .    . 
River  Toy. — The  country  is  interfefted  in  diflferent  places 

by  fmall  trafts  of  water,  called  pows,  which  move   Qowly 

from  the  N.  to  the  S.  fide  of  the  carfe,  and  which  are  col- 

leded  moftly  from  the  trenches  opened  for  draitiing  the 

ground. 
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^rotmd.  The  Tay,  into  which  they  iflue,  ia  the  only  ri* 
ver  in  the  parilh.  It  fiirnilhes  excellent  ialinon.  For- 
merly the  market  here  was  weJl  flocked  with  them,  and 
their  price  always  moderate ;  but  the  whole  fiihings  having 
been  let  to  companies  of  merchants  in  Perthi  for  a  number 
of  years  the  produce  has  been  fent  in  veiTels  to  London, 
where  the  demand  for  them  has  almofi  entirely  removed 
them  from  the  reach  of  the  people,  for  wkofe  ufe  nature 
feems  to  have  ordained  them*  They  are  Hill  caught  in 
great  quantities  in  tlie  riv^r,  but  not  many  immediately 
oppofite  to  ErroL  The  Tay,  by  the  confiant  a£Uon  of  the 
tide  and  current,  making  an  impreflion  on  a  foft  bank,  and 
wafliing  away  every  feafon  a  valuable  portion  of  land,  the 
late  proprietor  of  Errol  built  large  Hone  dikes  for  the  de- 
fence of  his  eftate.  Befides  flretchiug  along  the  coafl,  piers 
were  run  fome  length  into  the  river.  They  have  had  a 
confiderable  effed.  A  (Irong  crop  of  reeds  grows  annual* 
\j  in  the  mud,  over  which  the  tide  regularly  flows,  which 
help  to  diminiih  its  influence,  and,  by  their  roots,  to  con« 
folidate  the  earth  ;  and  the  bank,  which  formerly  was  fo 
jrielding,  ia  become  a  firm  beach,  covered  with  young 
planting,  which  is  of  ufe,  both  for  ornament  and  protec- 
tion. But  what  is  profitable  by  land  is  hurtful  by  water. 
The  long  piers  are  fuppofed  to  have  altered  the  pofition  of 
the  banks  on  which  the  falmon  were  caught,  and  they 
feem  to  have  deferted  that  part  of  the  coafl.  There  is  a 
popular  tradition,  that  the  Tay  anciently  ran  along  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  by  the  N.  of  this  parifh  ;  but  if  ever  that 
was  the  cafe,  it  mull  have  been  at  a  much  earlier  period 
than  is  reported.  The  change  from  that  courfe  to  the 
prefent,  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place  in  the  1 2th  cen- 
tury \  but  there  are  charters  on  record  of  that  date,  con. 
^ming  to  the  Hays  of  Errol,  and  other  proprietors  ir  the 
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fieighboorfaood,  or  mentioning  their  difponing  to  religious 
houfeSy  their  right  of  fiihing  on  the  Taj,  to  which  it  caur 
not  well  be  conceived  how  thej  had  any  title,  unleis  the 
river  always  held  the  diannel  which  it  now  occupies.  That 
fome  branch  of  the  Tay  may  have  had  ijts  direftion  by  the 
N.  of  the  carfe,  or  rather  that  there  may  have  been  much 
water  in  the  hollow  ground,  before  the  country  was  drained, 
is  extremely  probable ;  but  there  is  little  reafon  to  ima^ 
gine  that  the  bed  of  the  river  has  ever  undergone  any 
alteration. 

JDifadvantagis.'^Tht  parifh  has  always  had  a  bad  name 
for  roads.  In  a  wet  country,  and  deep  foil,  the  track  either 
of  man  or  beaft,  when  much  iifed,  and  never  repaired^ 
foon  becomes  unpleafant,  if  not  impaflable.  The  keepiug 
the  public  ways  in  a  tolerable  condition,  muft  have  been 
attended  with  uncommon  difficulty  and  expenfe,  from  the 
neceiSty  there  was  of  bringing  the  materials  from  a  di- 
fiance ;  but  the  talk  which  was  fo  arduous,  being  almoft 
entirely  negleded,  the  roads  were  in  a  fiate  of  difrepair, 
which  cannot  eafily  be  conceived.  There  is  a  profpe£t 
that  this  grievance  will  now  be  fpeedily  removed.  In  con- 
fequence  of  an  aft  of  Parliament,  lately  obtained,  a  greet 
pod-road  is  carrjing  on  from  P«rth  to  Dundee,  which  runs 
through  this  parifh,  and  another  turnpike  is  making  from 
that  to  the  ihore  of  Errol,  which  will  facilitate  the  com- 
munication both  by  land  and  water.  When  this  import- 
ant work  is  accomplifhed,  it  is  hoped  that  the  flatute-la- 
bour,  which  will  not  be  neceffary  elfewhere,  will  be  ap- 
plied  to  the  crofe-roads,  that  they  alfo  may  be  put  in  a 
tolerable  (late.  The  landlords  will  certainly  find,  that  the 
money  expended  in  this  way  will  be  a  valuable  improve- 
ment to  their  cftates,— Next  to  bad  roads,  the  chief  incon- 
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Teniencs  of  which  the  people  can  complain,  is  the  want  of 
good  water.  There  are  few  fprings  in  the  low  grounds^ 
and  the  finall  (beams  which  iflae  from  the  hills  are  pol« 
luted  before  thej  reach  the  inhabitants  of  the  carfe.  The 
country  pe^e  u£e  the  water  of  the  pows^  which,  in  time 
of  droughty  is  of  a  ftagnating  nature,  and  in  rain,  is 
/deeply  tinftiired  bj  the  clay.  The  inhabitants  of  the  vilp 
lage  dig  pit  •wells,  which,  when  left  open,  afford  the  moft 
naufeous  water;  and  even  when  inclofed,  and  built  up 
with  a  pump,  their  prodiiee  is  not  of  the  moft  plea£mt  or 
falutary  quality.  But  this  is  a  difadvantage  which  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  remove,  and  which  the  people  muft 
0a4eavpur  tp  fppport  as  part  of  their  natural  deftination. 
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NUMBER    LXIV. 


PARISH  OF  FORDOUN, 


(county  of  KINCARblNE.) 


Bj^  tbi  Rep.  Mr  AlSXAKDER  I#SSLI£. 


Namtf  Sitmation^  SoU  Surface^  He. 

THE  ancient  name  of  this  pariih  was  Paddy  Pariili, 
from  having  been,  it  is  Caddy  for  fome  time  the  le- 
fidence,  and  afterwards  the  burial-place  of  St  Palladios. 
Fordoun  is  faid  bj  fome  to  fignif j,  in  Gaelic,  ^  the  brow  or 
*  declivity  of  a  hill/  The  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  pre* 
{bjterj  of  Fordoun,  and  in  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams. 
It  is  of  an  oblong  form,  broadeft  in  the  middle.  Its  greateft 
length  from  E.  to  W.  is  about  lo  Engliih  miles ;  its  greateft 
breadth  from  S.  to  N.  about  7.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
N.  by  the  pariih  of  Strathaen  ;  on  the  E.  by  Glenbervie 
and  Arbuthnot;  on  the  S.  by  Garvock,  Laurencekirk, 
and  Marykirk ;  and  on  the  W.  by  Fettercaim.  The  S. 
fide  of  the  pariih  is  very  flat  and  plain,  making  a  part  of 
what  is  called  the  How  of  the  Meams,  and  of  that  flill 
larger  valley,  called  Strathmore,  which  is  reckoned  to 
reach  from  Stonehaven  to  Dumbarton.  In  this  part  of  the 
parifby  the  foil  is  deep,  clayey,  and  in  general  fertile.  The 

north 
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north  fide  of  tbe  pariih  is  hillj^  and  mountainous,  tlie  foil 
light  and  ihallow,  and  not  fo  fertile  as  the  other.  In  the 
plain,  the  air  is  moift ;  towards  the  hiUs,  dry.  The  mod 
prevailing  difeafes  are  agues  and  fevers ;  but,  as  within 
thefe  few  years  much  of  the  ftagnated  water  has  been 
drawn  off,  and  the  lands  drained,  thefe  difeafes  are  not  fo 
frequent  as  formerly.  There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings, 
but  none  of  any  confiderable  reputation.  They  are  fome- 
times  drank  by  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  are  af- 
fli£ted  by  ftomach  or  grave^Ih  complaints.  The  mod  re- 
markable mountains  are  the  Grampian  Hills,  which  bound 
the  parilh  to  the  N.  and  run  through  the  ifland,  from  A- 
berdeen  to  Dumbarton.  They  are  covered  with  heath 
and  rock.  There  are  fome  quarries  of  freeftone,  ufed  for 
building. 

Population^  i^c, — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  return  the 
numbers  were  1890.  In  the  year  1771  there  were  about  2400 
people  in  the  parilh;  now  (1790,)  there  are  only  2258 ;  of 
thefe  are  about  1 158  males,  and  1 100  females.  The  annual 
average  of  births  is  from  70  to  80 ;  of  deaths  from  60  tQ 
70  ;  of  marriages  from  16  to  20.  There  are  2^7  below  7 
years  6f  age,  and  1991  above  that  age.     There  have  been 

• 

fome  few  inftances  of  perfons  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
90,  and  I  or  2  who  have  exceeded  xoo.  Of  the  £(tabli(hed 
Church  are  2C0 1 V  Epifcopals,  ic6;  Seceders,  151.  The 
caufe  of  depopulation  feems  to  be  the  union  of  farms.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houfes  is  about  476  ;  5  perfons  at  an 
average  to  each.  There  are  feveral  villages  in  the  parilh. 
That  of  Auchinblay  contains  about  100  perfons,  and  there 
is  a  weekly  fair  in  it  diiefiy  for  cattle,  from  Michaelmas  to 
Chriftmas.  The  village  of  Kincardine,  in  the  weft  end  of 
the  parifh,  contains  about  70  perfons.  From  this  village  the 
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countj  takes  its  name,  and  it  was  the  countj  town  till  tli^ 
reign  of  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  who  removed  the  Conrta 
from  Kincardine  to  Stonehaven,  which  has  continued  to  he 
the  countj  town  ever  fincc. 

Produce^  ^c— The ,  number  of  acres  in  the  parifh  is 
computed  to  be  .21,885  Scots,  or  27,747  Englifii. 
Not  above  the  half  of  thefe  are  arable,  the  reft  are  moors 
and  hills ;  a  few  acres  are  planted  with  wood,  chieflj  fir,  and 
fome  a(h  and  birch*  About  a  third  of  the  arable  ground 
may  be. in  turnip,  potatoes,  rje-^grafs  and  clover,  flax  and 
fome  wheat ;  the  other  two  thirds  in  oats,  bear,  barlej  and 
peas.  The  parilh  not  only  fupplies  itfelf  with  provifions, 
but  exports  a  confiderable  (quantity  of  com  and  meal,  and 
fells  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle,  iheep,  and  fome  hor* 
fes.  Oats  and  peas  are  commonly  fown  in  March,  and 
reaped  in  Oftober.  Bear  and  barley  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  and  reaped  in  September.  Turnip  is  fown  in  the  end 
of  June,  and  ufed  for  feeding  cattle  through  the  winter. 
Property  in  land  fells  at  25  or  30  years  purchafe.  Some  of 
the  heritors  in  this  parilh  have  of  late  given  leafes  of  57 
years  to  their  tenants,  encouragement  to  inclofe  their 
grounds,  and  to  buiJd  commodious  hgufes  for  themfelves  and 
their  families.  Were  the  fame  plan  univerfally  adopted 
by  landlords,  it  would  tend  very  much  to  the  comfort  of  the 
farmer,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  country.  The 
yearly  rent  of  the  beft  arable  grounds  is  from  13  s.  to  20  s. 
Sterling  the  acre.  Inferior  grounds  from  3  s.  to  los.  Sterling. 
A  fpirit  of  improvement,  and  confequently  of  indofing,  is 
fpreading  among  the  tenants,  owing  to  examples  fet  be-* 
fore  tliem,  and  the  encouragement  given  them  by  the  ret* 
fpeAable  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  fences,  on 
account  of  the  fcarcity  of  (lones,   are  made  of  earth,  with 
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forze  or  tbom  hedges.  In  the  years  1782  and  1783,  this 
pariih  was  involved  in  the  fame  calanuty  with  the  reft  of  the. 
country,  and  felt  the  fame  fcarcity.  Meal  fold  at  20  s.  Sterling 
the  boll.  57  bolls  of  meal  were  given  by  government  for 
the  fupply  of  the  moft  neceilitousy  200  bolls  were  purchafed 
with  the  poor's  money,  and  feveral  privaite  benefafdona 
were  received ;  which  were  diftributed  among  houieholderg 
and  others,  who  were  in  want. — The  valued  rent  of  the  pa- 
rifli  is  L.  7125  Scots ;  the  real  rent  may  be  between  L.3000 
and  L.  4000  Sterling. 

Stipend^  Poor^  6fc. — The  value  of  the  living,  including  the 
glebe,  is  about  L.  100  Sterling.  The  Crown  is  patron. 
The  manfe  was  rebuilt  in  1779;  the  church  rebuilt  in 
X788.  The  number  of  poor  who  receive  alms  is  between 
20  and  30.  The  annual  Sunday  colledions,  at  an  average, 
amount  to  about  L.  30  Sterling.  Beiides  this,  there  is  about 
If.  200  Sterling  lent  out,  the  intereft  of  which  is  annually . 
applied  to  the  fupply  of  the  poor. 

Prieti  and  Wages. '— Beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb,  pork,  &c. 
fell  at  about  3  d.  or  4  d.  the  lb.  \  about  30  years  ago  they 
fold  at  about  2  d.  A  hen  now  fells  at  7  d.  and  8d.  \  former- 
ly at4d.  and  5  d.  Eggs  are  now  fold  at  3  d.  the  dozen; 
formerly  at  zd.  -,  butter  is  fold  at  7  d.  and  8  d.  the  lb.  \  for- 
merly at  4  d.  and  5  d.  Cheefe  at  5  s.  the  ftone,  formerly  at 
3  s.  or  4  8.  The  wages  of  a  day-labourer  are  10  d.  and  i  s« ; 
of  carpenters  and  mafons  za.  6d.;  of  tailors  6d.  and  their 
▼iduals*  The  common  wages  of  (ervants  who  are  main- 
tained in  the  fatmily  are  as  follows:  a  ploughman  geta 
L.  6  Sterling  a-year,  inferior  men  fervants  from  L.  2  to  L.  5 
Sterling;  female  fervants  from  L.  2  toL.  4  Sterling;  boys 
who  are  employed  as  herds  for  cattle,  borfes  or  Iheep,  from 
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L.  X  to  L.  3  Sterling.  Msmy  of  the  common  labourers  whs 
marrj,  and  have  houfes,  are  enabled  to  fnpport  and  bring 
up  large  families  bj  the  wages  they  receive. 

jlnitquities, — About  3  years  ago,  when  indoiing  a  field 
near  this  place,  was  difcoviered  an  earthen  urn  with  afhesin 
it»  in  the  centre  of  4  large  ftones,  with  a  flat  ftone  on  the 
top.  *The  urn,  when  ezpofed  to  the  w,  and  touched, 
mouldered  into  duft. '    It  was  probably  a  Roman  urn,  as  at 
about  a  mile's  difiance  from  the  place  where  it  was  difco- 
vered,  there  are  ftill  the  veftiges  of  a  Roman  camp.     The 
wall  and  ditch,  which  furrbunded  the  camp  it&lf,  are  fcarcci- 
ly  difcemible  in  many  places,  having  been  taken  into  the 
adjacent  corn-fields  ;-  but  the  wall  and  ditth  which  furround- 
ed  the  praetorium  are  very  diftitift,  whibh  Ihew  it  to  hav^ 
been  an  oblong  fquare.— ^n'the  weft  end  of  this  parilh  at 
Kincardine,  not  far  from  Fettercaim,  are  the  ruins  of  a  ca- 
ftle,  fa.id  by  tradition  to  have  been  once  a  Royal  palace,  be- 
longing to  Kenneth  III.  where  he  fometimes  r^fided.    It  is 
conjeftured  by  fome,  that  he  was  making  a  progreis  from 
this  caftle  to  Fordoun,  to  worlhip  at  the  ihrine  of  St  Palla* 
dius,  when  he  was  killed  by  Finella  in  the  manner  related* 
by  Bttchatian.--^Not  far  from  Kincardine,  and  near  to  the' 
Grampians,  is  a  mount  called   Green   Caftle,  by  fome 
thought  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  Fineil^,  by  othexTT 
&ppofed  to  have  been  only  aplac^  of  fafety  or  retreat  for 
the  depredators,    who  frequently  *  came  down  from  the 
Highlands  to  carry  off  the  Cattle  belonging  to  the^  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  low  country.     This  laft  conjedtire'is  the  moft 
probable.  That  Finella  had  her  refidence  in  this'netghbour-. 
hood  is  highly  probable.     The  hill  which  runs  betweeiT 
Fordoun    and  Kincardine  has  the  name  of  Stf athfinellar 
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There  are  many  who  fappofe  that  the  cafile  at  Kincardine 
was  not  Kenneth's  but  Finella's  cafile. 

Eminent  IfM.— This  pariih  is  remarkable  for  having 
been  for  fome  time  the  refidence,  and  probablj  the  burial* 
place  of  St  Palladiusy  who  was  fent  by  Pope  CeleiBne  into 
Scotland  fome  time  in  the  5th  century,  tooppofe  the  Pelagian 
herefy,  and  by  whom  it  is  thought  bifliops  were  firft  ap- 
pointed in  Scotland,  having  before  that  time  been  governed 
by  monks.  That  Palladius  refided,  and  was  probably  buried 
here,  appears  from  fever  al  circumfiances.  There  is  a  houfe 
which  flill  remains  in  the  church-yard^  called  St  Palladius's 
chapel,  where,  it  is  laid,  the  image  of  the  faint  was  kept, 
and  to  which  pilgrimages  were  performed  from  the  moft 
diflant  parts  of  Scotland.  There  is  a  well  at  the  comer  of 
the  minifter's  garden,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  Paldy 
jvelL— This  parijQi  is  farther  remarkable  in  having  been,  if 
not  the  birth-plaoe,  at  leaft,  the  temporary  refidence,  and 
probably  the  burial-place  of  John  Fordoun,  author  of  the 
Scoticbroniconj  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  moft  authentic 
Jiiftories  which  have  been  publiftied  of  Scotland.  He 
is  thought  by  fome  to  have  been  a  man  of  property  in  this 
pariih ;  bj  others,  with  greater  probability,  to  have  been  a 
monk  who  refided  here. — ^This  parifli  has  alfo  given  birth 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Monboddo,  a  man  well  known  in  the 
literary  world  by  his  writings  on  ancient  metaphyficsi  and 
on  the  origin  and  progrels  of  language. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfcrvations. — ^In  the  fouth  fide  of  the  pa- 
rifti,  the  fuel  commonly  ufed  is^^etrit,  which  is  brought 
from  Stonehaven  or  John's  haven,  the  diftance  10  Englifli 
miles.  Seventy-two  ftone  of  Scotch  coals  are  fold  on  the 
ihore,  at  8  s.  and  9  s.  Sterling.  A  barrel,  that  is  12  ftone 
of  Englifli  coals,  is  fold  for  x  s.  6  d.  and  i  s.  8  d.    In  the 
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north  fide  of  the  parifli,  the  moft  common  fuel  is  peats  and 
tar&9  which  are  brought  from  the  Grampian  HiUs.-^The 
poft-roads  and  bridges  are  kept  in  repair  bj  the  ftatnte-la- 
bour,  which  is  commonly  exa£ted  in  kind.  The  crofs  roads 
are  very  much  negledled.  The  inhabitants  in  general  are 
much  averfe  to  turnpikes,  thinking  they  would  render  their 
travelling  from  place  to  place,  and  the  carrying  their  goods 
to  market,  much  more  expenfive  than  at  prefent.-— Some- 
what more  than  a  year  ago,  a  remarkable  whirlwind  hap- 
pened at  one  of  the  great  fairs  in  this  country,  called  Pal- 
dy  fair,  tmd  which  ftands  in  this  parifli,  by  which  fome  of 
the  tents  in  the  market  were  unroofed.  It  was  accompa- 
nied with  thunder  and  lightning,  and  fucceeded  by  a  fud- 
den  fall  of  rain  and  hail,  which  fwelled  the  fmall  river  of 
Bervie,  which  is  the  largeft  in  the  pari(h,  and  runs  near  to 
the  marketrplace,  to  fuch  a  height,  that  for  feveral  hours  it 
was  impoflible  to  pals  it  even  on  horfeback^— -The  language 
fpoken  is  Engliih,  with  the  provincial  accent.  Many 
names  of  places  are  of  Gaelic  extraftion.-— The  people  here 
are  taller  and  ftronger  made  than  the  generality  of  thofe  to 
the  north  or  weft*  Several  of  them  exceed  6  feet.  They 
are  in  general  induftrious.— >The  principal  manufadure  is 
fpinning  of  flax,  and  weaving  cloth,  efpecially  linen  cloth. 
Being  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea,  the  parifhioners  feem 
not  to  be  fond  of  a  feafiuing  life,  and  few  of  them  choofe  a 
military  one.  They  are  in  general  humane  and  generous, 
contented  and  happy.  They  dreis  better,  and  live  better 
in  their  own  hou&s  now,  than  they  did  20  or  30  years  ago. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  taverns  and  public-houfes  are,  not  ib 
fpuch  frequented  now  as  then. 
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PARISH  or  KINGLASSIE, 

(county  of  fife.) 


By  tii  Rnt.  Mr  James  Reid. 


Name^  SUnaHon^  Surface^  Soilf  lie. 

TT  is  the  opinion  of  fomei  that  the  name  is  originally 
-L  Gaelic,  and  ezpreffive  of  the  fitoation ;  others  trace  it 
from  a  faint,  whole  name  was  Glafs^  and  point  out  a  well 
of  fine  water,  called  St  Glais's  well.  The  parifli  is  fitn- 
ated  in  the  pre&yterj  of  Kirkaldy,  and  Sjnod  of  Fi&. 
The  extent  from  W.  to  £.  is  about  4  computed  nules,  and 
ft  from  N.  to  S.  Its  form  is  nearly  a  parallelogram,  and 
it  is  bounfled  on  the  W.  by  part  of  Portmoak,  Balliogry, 
and  Auchterderran ;  on  the  £.  by  part  of  Markinch  and 
Dyfart ;  on  the  N.  by  the  river  of  Leven,  and  part  of 
Portmoak  and  Lellie ;  on  the  S.  by  part  of  Dy£ut  and 
Auchterderran.  .  The  difirid  is  part^  flat  on  the  banks  of 
Lochty  and  Ore,  two  (mall  rivulets ;  at  a  imall  diftance 
from  which,  the  ground  has  a  regular  afcent,  and  forms  a 
fidges.  The  foil  is  partly  light  loam,  and  partly  ftrong 
clay,  with  rich  meadows  on  the  banks  of  the  riven.  TThe 
ftreams  would  abound  with  excellent  trout,  were  the  peo* 
pk  reftraiacd  from  watering  dieir  flax  in  them.    The  Le- 
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Ten  produces  trout  of  the  &me  quality  with  thofe  in  Loch* 
leven^  with  pike  and  fome  fahnon.  The  air  in  the  flat 
part  of  the  parifh  is  .damp»  and  often  occafions  rheuoia* 
tifms.  There  are  many  ftone  quarries  and  coal  mines* 
Coal  is  the  only  fiiel.  The  mine  prefentlj  worked  is 
eftecmed  the  beft  burning  coal  in  Fife.  The  coals  are  fold 
on  the  hill  at  6  d.  the  load,  each  load  weighing  aa  ftone 
Dutch  weight.  There  are  a  moors,  both  covered  with 
fioneSy  heathy  and  furze;  but  being  commonties,  no  attempt 
is  made  to  divide  or  bring  them  into  a  better  ftate,  which 
might  be  done  at  £aiaU  ezpence. 

* Populationir^ht  the  time  of  Dr  WebllcPsrcpbrf,  the 
nitmbers  were  998.  Population  has  not  varied  much  thefe 
20  years.  The  number  of  fouls  was  then  about  xioo,  and 
does  not  at  this  day  exceed  it.  Though  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  have  increafed  from  i  jo  to  250,  the  other  parts 
of  the  parifh  have  fuSered  a  proportionable  decreafe,  from 
a  number  of  the  fmall  farms  being  thrown  into  one.  Births 
are  nearly  25  or  30  annually  ;  but  as  the  half  of  the  heads 
of  families  adhere  to  fome  or  other  of  the  Sedaries,  the 
births  of  their  children  cannot  be  well  afcertained ;  as  few 
of  them  are  inclined  to  have  their  names  recorded  in  the 
parifh  regider,  which  /ubj|B£b  them  to  a  fmall  ezpence. 
There  are  34  farms  in  this  parifh,  befides  cottagers  and 
feuers.  The  trades  are  weavers,  employed  by  the  manu- 
fafhirers  in  the  coafl  towns,  with  mafons,  ^c 

Agriculture^  Ifc. — Plantations  are  in  a  very  profperoos 
Hate  in  many  places.  The  extent  of  the  parifh  is  about  6000 
acres  nearly.  The  whole  rent  in  money  and  vidual  is  about 
L.  3000  yearly.  There  is  fcarcely  one-third  of  the  land  ip 
tillage.  Above  two-thirds  in  paflurage.  The  parijQi  is  /bffi* 
cie^t  to  fupfly  itfelf  in  provifions,  and  caa  6n4io  jnak^ 
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about  aoo  black  cattle,  and  40  horfes  anniialljrybeiides  ivheat, 
barlejy  and  oat-meal  to  a  confiderable  amount.  The  breed 
of  cattle  is  greatlj  improved'  in  fi^e  and  quality.  Oxen, 
after  ploughing  is  over,  fell  at  L.  20,  and  fome  at  L.  24  the 
yoke,  for  putting  on  grafi-fields.  The  breed  of  draught 
horfes  is  alfo  much  improved  within  thefe  20  years,  owing 
to  the  particular  attention  of  Major  Aytoun  of  Inchdaimiey 
who  fent  down  from  England  the  beil  fiallions  and  Flan- 
ders mares  ever  feen  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Former- 
ly each  farmer  kept  or  bred  flieep ;  but  now  there  are 
none,  except  a  few  ewes  and  lambs  for  the  ufe  of  families, 
owing  to  the  general  practice  of  inclofing  with  ditch  "iand 
hedge  and  Galloway  dikes,  and  laying  down  the  inclofed 
fields  with  grafs-feeds.  Nearly  1800  cattle,  including 
horfes,  are  paftured  here  annually.  There  are  fown  with 
lintfeed  from  80  to  100  acres ;  with  oats  and  barley  about 
1200;  with  wheat  above  120.  Potatdes,  turnip  and  fum- 
mer  fallow,  occupy  200.  Oats  and  peas  are  fown  in  March, 
lintfeed  in  middle  of  April,  barley  from  end  of  April  to 
end  of  May. 

Stipend^  Poor^  ifc. — ^The  living  is  6  chalders  visual,  3 
bear,  and  3  meal,  with  L.  40  money.  The  Countefe  of  Ro- 
thes has  the  patronage.  The  church  was  repaired  in  1773, 
and  the  manfe  rebuilt  in  1774.  There  are  23  heritors 
who  pay  ftipend ;  of  this  number  6  are  feuers.  The  feuers 
only  refide. — The  ufual  number  of  poor,  including  their 
children,  are  between  30  and  40.  They  are  not  allowed 
to  beg,  the  pari{h  funds  being  fufficient  for  their  fubfift. 
ence,  and  amount  in  whole  to  near  L.  40  yearly,  in  land, 
money  and  coUedions. 

Prices  and  Wages, — During  fpring  and  fummer,  good 
beef  is  fold  at  5  d.  the  pound,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb, 
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from  4Td.  to  5d.  and6d.  all  Tron  weight,  within  die 
bounds  of  the  prefbyterj  of  Kirkaldy.  The  lower  dais  ufe 
no  animal  food,  but  live  on  meali  potatoes,  milk  and  fmall 
beer,  with  kail. — ^A  common  labourer  earns  is.  a-daj* 
Servants  wages  are  of  late  greatly  increafed.  A  man  (er- 
vant's  wages  for  the  plough  and  cart  are  from  L.  5,  5  s.  to 
L.  7,  7  s.  yearlj.    Maid  fervants  from  L*  2, 10  s.  to  L.  3. 

MifceOaneous  Obfirvations.'^ThtTt  is  only  one  village 
in  this  pariib*— Toll-bars  are  lately  ereded.-^Rent  of  land 
varies  with  the  (oil  and  crops.  Some  acres  are  let  at  5  s. 
each,  others  at  15  s.  and  L.  i,  10  s. ;  and  when  let  for  lint- 
feed  or  potatoes,  at  L.  3,  L.  4,  and  L.  5.  There  is  a  hill 
called  Goat-milk  Hill,  let  to  years  ago  at  L.  25,  for  fome 
years  pafl  it  renti  at  L.  120 ;  it  is  24  acres.  The  rents  of 
fiurms  are  from  L.  20  to  L.  200,  and  the  higheft  rent  is  for 
the  moft  part  the  cheapeft  bargain.  Twenty  years  ago, 
few  &rms  in  this  parifli  were  inclofed  ;  now  every  frrm  is 
either  inclofed  in  whole,  or  in  part,  to  whith  the  people 
are  now  perfedly  reconciled.— -Civilization  of  manners  has 
made  a  little  progreis  among  farmers  and  the  better  fort 
of  inhabitants.  The  lower  dais  feem,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  retain  the  rough  manners  and  barbarous  cuftoms  of  their 
anceftors,  while  each  vie  with  the  other  in  expenfive  drels, 
often  above  their  ftation,  or  what  they  can  fddom  afford  ; 
which  may  be  occafioned  by  their  high  wages,  and  reduced, 
prices'  of  home  manufefhires,  as  wdl  as  a  tafte  for  that 
fpecies  of  luxury. 
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PARISH    or    CRAWFORD, 

(caUNTT   OF   LANARK.) 


By  tbt  Riv.  Mr  Jaii£9  Maconoohie* 


Namtf  Skuaticnj  Smrfaa^  CKmaiif  SoO,  lie. 

THIS  pariih  was  aDdcntly  known  bjthe  na'm^  of 
Dougias'tnoor^  and  jMrt  of  it  by  that  of  Frlar^oort 
The  Douglas  fiunilj  have  fSl\  lands  in  this  place,  and 
chat  )kktj  had  onc^  gi^t  fijroperty  in  it,  appears  from  the 
fnperiorities  of  a  great  part  of  the  pariih  bdonginj^  to 
Lord  Dooglas,  the  reprelentatiye  of  that  fetmilj.  At 
ushat  time  die  nam^  Crawford  or  Crtnoford^moor  began 
to  preirail,  I  have  not  been  able  to  karn.  The  pariih  is 
fai  the  pttfbyterj  of  Laiiarkt  and  Sjtiod  of  Glafgow  and 
Air*  Crawford,  which  forms  the  S.  £•  corner  of  Lanark* 
ftire,  b  bounded  by  8  or  9  difibrent  partihes ;  bnt  morcr 
farticolarly,  it  has  Tweed's-mnir  to  the-  E« ;  Durifdeer  to 
Ae  S. ;  Crawford^ John  to  th<  W. ;  and  Lamington  to 
Ih6  N..  The  length  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W«  in  other  words, 
from  the  fooroe  of  the  Daire  (the  principal  brandi  of  the 
Glyde)  to  the  place  where  the  Clyde  leaves  the  pariih, 
js  ii  miks«  The  breadth  from  the  boundary  toward 
Wanlock^bead  to  thftt  oa  Tw«ed Vmnif  ,  is  between  15  anf 
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x6  inHes.  All  this  extent  of  country,  a  few  appendSsiges 
excepted,  is  polTefled  bj  14  farmers  or  fioremafters.  The 
3  principal  rivers  in  tlie  fontli  of  Scotland,  viz.  the  Clyde^ 
the  Tweed  and  the  Annan,  have  their  fources  in  the  hills- 
which  divide  us  from  TweeA's-muir.  The  hill  called  tho 
Landers  is  chiefly  within  this  pariih,  and  is  the  higbeft  in 
the  fouth  of  Scotland  \  its  elevation  abave  the  fea  being 
3150  feet.  As  to  the  climate,  the  folfewing  faft  may  be 
fiated:  In  January  1785,  a  man  perifhed  here  in  the 
inow ;  his  body,  whieh  was  not  found  till  the  month  of 
April  following,  was  then  fcarcely  begun  to  putrefy.  That 
winter  was  indeed  remarkable  _for  ihow  and  drift,  and 
the  fpring  for  froft.  At  prefent,  (middle  of  June  1791X- 
the  froft,  attended  with  ihowers  of  hail,  has  been  for  fome 
nights  fo  ftronrg  aa  to  freeae  watev  to  the  thkkneis  of  » 
quarter  of  an  inch  at  leaft.  The  confequences  have  been 
burtfrd  to  potatoes,  leaves  of  trees,  kail«  &c.  Our  village 
is  30  miles  diftant  from  Dumfries,  40  from  Glafgow, 
and  rather  more  from  Edinburgh.  There  is  a  viiible 
defcent  on  every  fide,  except  perhaps  toward  Crawford* 
Joha  and  Mooc-kirk. 

Agriculture^  ifc.'-^Tbt  greateft  part  of  the  parlflxeon* 
fifts  of  hills  or  moors.  Thefe  are  abundantly  fit  for  pa* 
fture.  Many  of  them  are  quite  green.  Others,  which  arc 
partly  covered  with  heath,  have  a  great  deal  of  the  graft 
called  bent,  which  becomes  very  luxuriant  in  the  months 
of  July  and  Auguft.  In  fome  high  places^  there  is  very 
good  mo6,  out  of  which  peats  are  dug.  whieh  cooflitut^ 
the  principal  fuel.  In  many  diftrids  where  peats  cannot 
be  dug,  the  earth  is  blackifh,  and  incliaed  to  mofs.  The 
valleys  coniift  generally  of  a  fpongy  light  foi),  and  fome.- 
times  of  clay,  and  are  all  covered  during  the  fummer^witb 
a  very  fine  verdure*    The  wet  and  fwarapy  grounds  pro^ 
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4iice  fj^rftttS)  vrhich  are  often  cut  aind  made  into  hay.     At 
the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  face  of 
enV  coantiy  is  naked,  and  how  fit  foever  for  paftare  on  the 
whole,  there  is  wafte  ground  in  many  places.     Forefts  of' 
natural  wood  have  been  deftrojred   long  ago,  of  which,* 
however,  there   are  fome  fmall  remains.     A^  toplanta^- 
dons  either  of  trees  or  hedges,  \ne  have  made  but  little 
progreis.  -  Stone  fences  are.  even  in  their  infancy,     l^ere 
are  a  few  trees,  feme  of  Which  are  feemmgly  of  great  age, 
about  the  caille  of  .Crawford.  -  The  late  Mr  Irvin  planted 
fome  ftrips  round  his  houfe,  which  begin  to  decay  alrea- 
dy»    Sheep  and  trees  thrive  not  together.    The  great  ob- 
fiacle  to  improvements  in  this  way,  and  perhaps  in  all  o« 
diers,  arifes  from  a  caufe,  which^  in  all  likelihood,  will  not 
^'foon  jremoved ;  the  principal  heritors  of  the  parifli  live 
at  a  diftance  from  it^-*-One  improvement  has  tadcen  place' 
lately,  which  may  be  confidered  as  preparative  to  many 
others.     The  puUic  road  from  Douglas  mill  to  Mofiat, 
which  goes  through  our  pariih,  has  been  completed  with- 
in thefe  10  years.     The  Glafgow  and  Carlifle  carriers  go 
this  road  every  week,  and  for  3  years  paft,  one  mail-coach 
comes  down,  and  another  goes  up  every  day w— The  pro- 
portion of  arable  ground  to  that  of  pafture,  may  be  as  x 
to  200 :  Some  hold  it  to  be  no  more  than   i  to  300. 
There  are  Cbveral  farms  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  parifii, 
where  grain  has  not  been  (own  in  the  memory  of  man* 
The   proportion   of   the   arable  to  the  ground  aiAually 
ploughed  every  year,  is  about  i  to  ao.    Our  fituation  and 
climate  have  been  adverfe  to  agriculture,  even  in 'our 
loweft  grounds*    The  common  oats  were  not  ripe  laft 
year  (1790)  when  the  froft  came,  which  was  aboilt  the 
9th  of  Ofiober*    All  our  crops  fince  1782,  one  only  ex- 
cepted, have  been  hurt  more  or  lels  by  the  froft.«-*Our 
foil  being  wet  and  fpongy,  manure  can  feldom  be  pro« 
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yided  dIlri^g  the  wi&t^r,  s^imI  in  the  4ummert  <nup  iloipy 
naften  are  employed  ia  %  different  ^nj..  Dm  give*  «ot 
fields  an  uncouth  Iqol^i  fad  ey«n  rei^dera.  the  crops  later 
than  th|S7  wpi^ld  otherwise  be.  '^hh  diefeft  if  in  lomie 
xoea&Hre  fuppUed  by  the  naturiU  fertility  of  our  lands* 

When  the  feafons  are  g9Pd»  no  ground  in  Clyde(dale  pro* 
dooes  ro^re.  pkntifiilly ;  b^t  eveti  ia  the  beft  years,  tk9 
grain  is  fmall.  Oats  a«4  barley  are  the  cominon,  or  only 
crops.  Pea&  nre  fometiinea  triedt  but  feUom  with  ftiecefc. 
Potatoes  0^  flax  are  ciiUivated  lor  private  uCe.  Few  or 
none  take  die  trgiible  ^.  lay  down  fieUa  with  grafi-feedi, 
or  to  fow  turnip,— Heretofore,  a  great  number  of  cows 
were  keeped  on  each  farm ;  hut  flieep  ia  now  the  grand 
objeft  of  attentien.  The  beft  bf  them,  that  is*  thofe  come 
to  the  age  of  3  of  4  years,  (ell  fvom  las*  to  15  s*  the 
head.  The  iheep  reared  here,  are  thofe  widi  Uack  faces 
and  black  fcet ;  coafoquaatly  the  wool  ia  coarfe,  and  has  a 
mixture  of  bdack.  Hie  fioremaikx»,  however,  look  upon 
the  black  faced  flieep  as  moft  profitahk  on  the  whole. 
They  are  flrong,  which  fits  them  for  enduring  the  cdds  of 
winter,  and  they  grow  to  a  great  fiie.^  Th%  woo)  fidd 
here  about  9.  jeara  ago  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  2  s.  6  d.' the  fiooe, 
Kone  of  it  i^  now  Add  for  leis  than  5  s.  Bait  of  it  goes 
to  En^and  by  land-cariiage,  and  part  of  it  is  (hipped  at 
Iicith.  It  is  not  the  cuftom  to  wafli  the  ihe^  before  they 
are  ihor;i.  The  farmers  gre  apprehenfive  left  the  putting 
of  them  into  |he  waiter  fhould  prevent  their  fattening. 
A  little  more  attention,  however,  begins  to  be  fliewa  to 
the  wool,  in  coniequence  of  the  rife  of  the  price.  I  ihoutl 
take  the  average  price  of  a  iheep's  grais  to  be  at  pniest 
a  s.  or  nearly  £:).«-^There  is  not  a  more  adive  or  intelli* 
0ent  let  in  this  country  than  our  ftoremafiets.— The  pra- 
$ait  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  3400.  The  farmers  fay,  that 
the  rents  are  too  hi^h,  and  tha(  if  there  happea  any  fttt 
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ia  die  ptioe  of  fluqi,  theycaonct  fhod  it.    None  of  <nr 
Jberkois  take  tataj  monej  or  graffiim^  caccept  one* 

Pcftilaii6n.*^At  the  time  of  Dr  WebOsr's  report,  the 
aitoib^  were  2009.  The  popmlaiioa  of  Crawford  amouatt 
ajt  prefiBDt  to  about  510  perfons,  eidaiiTe  of  LeadhiUs, 
wficre  tbe  nfttnbers  amount  at  prefent  to  970 ;  in  all, 
149Q.  The  baftifnis  of  ohildraa  belonging  to  parents  of 
tbe  Eftabliihed  Church  are  commofl^jr  firom  11  to  14  an« 
nually.  Tbe  bulk  of  tbe  people  belong  to  the  Eftabliihed 
Churchy  about  6  Seeedors,  and  ao  Camerouians.  The 
(K^pttlatiolL  has  been  greatly  reduced^  Aboo^  40  years  ^ 
gOj  the  numben,  I  am  toU,  were  at  leaft  double  of  what 
they  are  at  prefoat  i  and,  by  all  aoeountt,  the  farmers  were 
then  more  than  double  their  pre&nt  number.  As  the 
engrofing  of  fotms  went  on,  the  inhabataiits  thinned. 

IV^gfs^  i!f^ri— The  old  people  fay,  that  one  fervant  does 
as  mush  work  now  as  two  in  fbrmer  times.  This  is  in 
feasedegree  requifit^  as  the  wages  are  aUb  about  doubled. 
A  maid  fewant,  fit  for  outdoor  work,  that  is,  for  hoeing 
potatoes,  working  dt  hay,  milkiifrg  ewes  and  reaping  com, 
feoeives  40  s.  in  the  fumoMr  half-year,  whereas,  30  jears 
ago,  flio  would  fcaicely  have  got  L.  i.  A  ploughman  re- 
enves  ftom  L.  6  to  Zv  8  yearly  -,  befides  theie  ^o  live 
in  the  mafia's  hou&,  aod  have  viAuals  there,  there  are 
herds  who  oommooly  live  in  a  feparate  houfe.  They 
are  attowed  graft  for  a  certain  number  of  fheep  and  cows, 
and  a  eevtain  quantity  of  meal  for  board,  which  in  all  a- 
mountsirom  L.  le  to  L.X2  a-yeitt*.  Every  Ihepherd  is 
attended  by  hip  dog ;  he  ftand»  kk  the  valley,  and  (ends 
the  dog  up  the*  hUl  to  tb^  flieep.  When  the  animal  hath 
executed  in  part  the  commiffion  with  which  he  was  fent 
lli0^f  he  turns,  looks  at  his  ma&er,  and  waits  for  further 
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otrAcn.  When,  bj  certain  words,  or  rather  rocal  fidundf^ 
he  hath  learned  anew  the  will  of  his  mafier,  he  £ets  off 
again,  and  moves  the  iheep  in  whatever  diredion  he  is 
eommanded.  But  in  a-Jevere  winter,  the  bufineis  is  more 
ierioua.  When  it  dcifis,  the  fliephends  are  obliged  to 
ftand  upon  the  hills  all  night  with  the  fhcep,  left  thejr 
ihould  be  fufibcated  in  the  .fnow,  which  Ibmetimes  hap- 
pens. How  fevere,  however,  the  weather  maj  be,  the 
iheep  are  feldom  fed  upon  haj. 

Stipend^  Scioolf  Poor.-r-The  (Upend  is  L.  looo  Scots. 
The  King  is  patron ;  hut  ibme  iay,  that  the  right  is  vefted 
in  the  funilj  of  Douglas.  The  church,  manic,  and  ichool* 
houfo  are  oM  buildingsi,  and  not  in  good  repair.^*— The 
fchoolmafter's  ialarj  is  L.  xoo  Scots.  The  children  at 
fchooU  confideriog  our  population,  and  the  diftanoe  of  fome 
parts  of  the  parifh  from  the  fchool,  are  numerous,  being 
feldom  under  50.  The  quarterly  fees  are-from  is*  to  as. 
6d.--»0f  poor  we  have  not  a  great  number.  There  have 
not  been,  at  any  one  time  during,  my  incumbency,  above 
15  or  z  6  on  the  roll.  At  prefent  there  i^  only  lo.  To 
thefe  the  feiBon  makes  a  diftribution  quarterly.  The  funds 
arife  from  colledions  ia  the  church,  and  the  intereft  of  a 
fmall  fum  of  money.  We  difiribute  at  pnsfent,  to  the  a* 
mount  ti  L.2,  los.  on  quarter-day,  befide  fupplying  the 
exigencies  that  occur  during  the  quarter,  which  may  make 
about  103.  more.  At  an  average,  however,  our  diftribn* 
tions  do  not  exceed  40  s.  while  our  numbers  are  fo  &w.. 
What  has  been  now  faid  of  our  poor,  is  to  be  underilood 
ezclufively  of  Leadhills.  The  poor  of  LeadhiUs,  about  17 
in  number,  are  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and  the 
collc£tions  that  are  made  in  the  chapel  there. 
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tjead  Mii«i«-*Leadhills  contam  the  inoft  famous  and  an^ 
cient  lead  mines  in  Scotland.     There  are  two  companie9 
tbere^  the  affitirs  of  which  are  conduded  with  great  judg- 
ment and  QKonomy.     The  mofl  confiderable  is  that  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Scotch  ACning  Company,  of  which  Mr 
Stirling  is  overfeer.    The  firft  objeft  that  ftrikes  the  eye, 
an  this  mountainous  region,  is  the  fpot  of  ground  round 
this  gentleman's  houfe.     The  houfc  ifcfelf  is  on  the  fame 
level  with  the  top  of  Tintock,  which  is  looked  upon  as  » 
Tcry  high  bill  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  ic  is  fitua> 
ted.     The  fpot  I  mention,  cannot  amount  to  more  than  3 
acres*      It  contains,  beiide    an    houfe-ftead,   offices,  and 
counting-room,   a  bowling  green,  a  garden,  and  a  park 
which  feeds  two  cows,  with  flrips  of  planting,  which  bean« 
tiiully  interline  and  furround  the  whole.     The  park  is  not 
above  an  acre,  yet,  as  I  faid,  it  feeds  two  cows.     The 
ground  within  half  a  gun-ihot  of  it,  without  the  indofure, 
would  be  highly  rented  at  is.  the  acre*    This  ihews  what 
culture  wSil  effed  even  in  a  wildeme&     There  are  nearly 
200    men    employed    by  the  Scotch  Mining  Company. 
Thefe  are  fubdivided  into  pickmen,  imelters,  walhers,  a^d 
labourers,  befides  carpenters  and  fmiths.     The  payment  of 
the  pickmen  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  lead  found. 
Five  or  fix  of  them  join,  and  take  what  they  call  a  l^argain, 
and  according  as  it  proves  more  or  lels  produ£tive  of  lead, 
their  wages  are  more  or  lefs.     But  at  an  average,  I  am  told 
every  man  receives  from  L.  18  to  L.  20  a-year.    A  fmelter 
receives  fully  as  nouch.     Mod  of  the  wafliers  are  very 
young,  their  wages  therefore  are  lels.     The  labourers  who 
clear  away  rubbiih  from  behind  the  pickmen,  make  each 
from  L.  12  to  L.  14  a*year.     Meal  and  barley  are  purcha- 
sed by  both  overfeers,  and  relerved  in  ftores,  out  of  which 
all  the  hands  empbyed  by  the  refpedive  Companies,  re- 
ceivc  every  week  a  certain  quantity  for  their  familiesi 
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xriitoh  makes  part  of  their  paj.    Thciy  Work  in  tli6  mjne^ 
only  6  iioiLrs  is  die  24.    Having  tbcrelbre  a.  great  deal  ^ 
fpare  time^  die j  employ  lhem£dv»s  in  readkigy  and  for  ikb 
pnrpofe  have  been  at  the  eocpence  of  fitting  np  a  IH>rar  jv 
ont  of  which  every  one  who  cdnlkibutes  to  the  expencte  vm^ 
ceives  books.     There  is  a  very  good  fehool  in  the  plaoe. 
1  fltaU  only  £irther  obferve>  that  the  lead  has  for  fevetnl 
years  paft  been  found  very  plentifully ;  and  that  it  fetches 
a  much  hi^ier  price  at  market  than  k  did  xo  years  aga^ 
The  Earl  of  Hopetonn  receives  die  fizdi  bar  for  rent.    His 
bailie,  who  fees  all  the  lead  weigiwd,  and  that  for  the  rent 
Cent  apart,  has  fitvonted  me  with  a  note  of  the  number  of 
bars  fmelted  at  Leadhills,  diat  is,  by  die  twa  Compantteit 
in  1786  and  in  1790,  and  the  crops,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  caU  them  fo,  in  thefe  feveral  yean,  were  to  one  anoihef 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  10  to  x8  \.  that  of  1790  amoonting 
to  widiin  a  very  isw  bars  of  18^000;  whereas  that  of  2786 
amounted  only  to  xo,o8o.     But  the'produft  of  1786  is 
looked  upon  as  a  very  bad  crop»     The  price  of  lead  rofii 
confiderably  after  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war.    At 
one  time  it  was  about  a  third  more.   I  am  told,  that  at  pre- 
font  it  has  rather  fidlen  alitde;  and  chat  the  chief  vents 
fer  it  are  Holland  and  Ruifia. 

Village  of  Cravjford.*-^Thj!^  town^  for  fuch  is  the  name  it 
goes  by,  confifts  of  above  20  freedoms,  which,  tiS  witUn 
thefe  15  years*  were  in  the  form  of  run-rig.  Thefe  free* 
doms  were  not  freeholds;  they  were  all  holden  of  fiiperi- 
01s,  either  of  the  Crawfords  or  Dougl^bs^  Befides  the 
mailers  of  thefe  freedoms^  who  were  called  Lidnb,  and  thcsr 
wives  Ladies,  therte  was  a  fubordinaite  xiank,  wba  fcued 
ground  for  a  honfe  and  a  yard;  Each  freedom  conflfted  <ii 
4  or  5  acre^  of  croft  land,  parcellM  one  in  aB  the  diflbreot 
parts  of  the  town*  with-  a  privilege  of  keeping  a  cextain 
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tMnnber  of  iheep,  coiws,  and  hiorfes,  oa  the  bill,  or  commoa 
paftare.  This  little  republic  was  governed  bj  a  birley 
court  J  in  which  everj  proprietor  of  a  freedom  had  a  vote* 
If  the  proprietor  reiided  not  in  the  place,  his  tenant  voted 
for  him.  The  great  bufinels  of  the  court  was  to  determine 
the  proportion  and  number  of  iheep,  cows,  and  horfes, 
which  the  refpedive  proprietors  ihould  keep  on  the  common 
pafture.  As  there  was  but  little  fubordination  in  the  court, 
it  was  remarkable  for  nothing  fo  much  as  the  noife  that  at- 
tended its  deliberations.  From  the  court  that  was  held 
weekly,  the  members  adjourned  to  an  ale-houfe.  >  The  bills 
at  the  ale-houfe  were  not  cleared  above  (mce  or  twice  in 
the  year,  namelj,  yrhen  fome  ih^ep  or  a  cow  had  been  fold^ 
and  payment  received.  Thus  the  year  went  round.  No 
time  was  beQowed,  in  what  may  be  called  cultivating  and 
improving  their  property.  The  dung  they  put  upon  their 
fields,  as  they  threw  it  out  of  their  byres ;  and,  if  they 
found  any  man  more  induilrious  than  ^hemfelves,  tba(  was 
difpofed  to  purchafe  it,  they  took  not  that  trouble.  Lime, 
which  is  at  no  great  diftance,  they  never  thought  of  driving. 
With  the  natural,  I  had  almoft  (aid  with  the  fpontaneous 
produce  of  the  (oil,  were  theiie  men  content.  What  a  con« 
traft  between  thefe  habits,  and  the  activity  and  diligence 
of  our  prefent  fiu-mers !  Hence  I  conclude,  that  in  order  to 
excite  induHry  in  a  couutry,  fomething  more  is  VLtceSzrf 
than  that  every  man  have  hb  houfe  and  his  field.     It  is  ne- 
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celTary,  that  Grothic  manners,  or  the  indolent  habit  pf  all 
barbarians,  be  baniihed,  and  a  fpirit  of  ambition  and  inter- 
prife  be  introduced.  There  is  ilill  great  want  of  indufiry 
in  our  village  *,  yet  the  old  people  fpcak  of  the  eafy  life  of 
former  times,  as  making  the  moll  ftriking  di&rence  be- 
tween thenx  and  the  prefent.  Since  the  divifion  of  the 
town,  cultivation  is  mended.  There  arc  now  more  ffont 
^    Vol.  iV.  3  T   '  fences 


^  r  4  StatlJKcdl  Account 

ffences  on  what  was  formerly  called  the  town  of  Crawford^ 
than  there  are  in  all  the  pariffa  h'efides.  One  of  my  neiglh- 
bours  has  been  at  coniiderabte  ezpenFe,  hot  only  in  inclo- 
fing  his  freedom,  and  building  a  houfe,  but  in  improving 
his  ground,  and  planting  trees. 

MifceUaneous  Otfervations. — ^With  refpefl  to  the  commoft' 
people  in  this  pariihr  and  indeed,  in  all  the  parilhes  round 
me,  I  obferve  a  fbbriety  or  regard  to  moral  conduft,  which, 
I  hope,  proceeds  from  religious  principle.     The  herds  and 
their  wives,  who  live  at  too  great  a  diflance  from  the  pu- 
blic fchool  to  fend  their  children  thither,  are  careful  to 
teach  them  not  only  to  read  the  Bible,  but  to  get  pfalms  by 
heart,  8lc.     There  may  be  inftances  of  petty  thefts,  but 
great  or  daring  ones  are  very  rare.     The  greateft  nuifances 
to  which  we  are  ezpofed,  are  firolling  beggars,  who  go  au 
bout  the  country,  more  efpecially  at  the  time  of  ftearing 
the  fheep,  and  men  in  trowfers  who  pretend  to  be  faiUb  in 
*diftref9. — The    prevailing  dillempers  or  ailments  in  this 
Jplace,  are  the  rheumatifm  and  the  fcurvy.     The  humidity 
of  our  air  b  fufficient  to  account  for  the  former,  and  I  tf- 
cribe  the  latter  to  the  manner  of  living.     Salt  mutton  and 
beef  conflitute  a  principle  article  of  food.     The  people  IQ 
jB^neral  are  extremely  fond  of  them,  and  at  the  fame  time 
are  averfe  to  vegetables.     In  the  mid -land  parts  of  tht 
xounty  of  Banff,  where  I  was  born,  flelh  made  feldom  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  diet  of.  the  common  people ;  when  it 
was  ufed,  it  was  eaten  indeed  without  vegetables,  but  it  was 
always  eaten  in  a  manner  (re(h.     Both  rheumatifms  aQd 
Tcurvy  were  much  lefs  frequently  fubje£b  of  complaint 
there  than  here.— -The  ancient  date  of  this  parilh  furniflics 
perhaps  as  much  fubjed  for  fpecnlation  as  the  prefent*     We 
have,  a  Roman  roads,  and  no  lelk  than  the  fites  of  3  eampa^ 

&i« 
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(kid  to  be  Roman^  but  even  the  veftiges  axt  greatly  defaced* 
There  ar^,  however,  evident  marka  of  what  was  the  ftate 
t)f  the  country  in  general  about  200  years  ago.  Tower 
Lindfay,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  village  on  the  other  iidp 
x>f  the  Clyde,  was,  no  doubt,  a  fortified  place.  The  prefeot 
caftle  fcarcely  deferves  the  name ;  but  the  ancient  tower 
was  famous  even  in  the  days  of  Wallace.  There  is  a  tra- 
•dition,  that  it  was  ftormed  by  that  hero,  and  jo  £ngliih- 
men  killed  in  it.  It  now  lies  in  the  form  of  a  large  heap 
of  earth,  all  over  green.  The  houfes  on  the  farms  in  the 
moor  were  formerly  fione-vaults,  fome  of  which  remain. 
Thefe  are  dill  pointed  to  as  the  firong  holds  where  the  in- 
habitants preferved  themfelves  and  their  property,  at  thq 
time  when  the  Douglaffes  xA  Clydefdale,  and  the  Jardines 
and  Johnftones  of  Annandale,  were  carrying  on  their  ho(U- 
iities  and  depredations. — There  are  hills  in  the  parifli,  call- 
ed watches,  where  perfons  fat  in  order  to  give  notice  on 
the  firft  approach  of  an  enemy.  Thefe  notices  were  corn- 
municated  almoft  inllantaneouily,  from  the  head  of  t>.e  pa* 
rifli  to  the  lower  end,  by  fmoke  in  the  day,  and  flame  in  ' 
<the  night. — Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  the  diredion  of  af- 
fairs in  this  country  during  the  captivity  of  the  unfortunate 
Mary,  fent  down  a  German  to  gather  gold  duft  in  the  wa- 
ters of  £lvan  and  Glengonar,  both  which  have  their  fources 
in  the  hills  where  the  lead  is  found.  This  man  wrote  an 
account  of  his  diicoveries  and  labours,  the  manufcript  of 
which  is  in  the  Advocate's  library.  The  place  where  he 
waQied  the  gold,  took  its  name  from  the  event,  and  is  call- 
ed the  Gtild  Scour.  There  are  verfes  dill  repeated  in  the , 
jMU'iih,  importing  that  he  made  a  great  fortune.  Be  that 
as  it  will,  the  bufine&  was  refnmed  by  order  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and,  in  a  little  time,  dilicontinued  again, 
M  hting  lels  profitable  than  common  labour.    Geld  duft 


5i6  Statijiical  Account 

i$  ftill  fottnd  ofi  the  tops  of  the  rocks,  but  the  fearching  ta^ 
it  is  rather  matter  of  amufement,  than  of  ferioas  occupar- 
tion.  The  particles,  I  am  tolc^,  feldon>  exceed  ii^  fi;^  tl^^ 
point  0^  a  fmall  pin. 
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NanUf  Situation^  Surface^  Soil,  lie. 

17^  Irkpatrick  has  been  evidendy  named  after  St  Fft- 
.  trick,  and  is  more  properly  fpelle^  'Kil  Patrick*  It  is 
fituated  in  the  Sjmod  of  Dumfries,  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Lochmaben.  Its  form  is  triangular,  about  8  miles  on  each 
fide.  It  lies  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  Annan,  oppofite  to 
the  pariih  of  Moffat,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  the  £•  and 
N.  On  the  S.  £.  it  is  bounded  by  Wamphrey ;  on  the  S. 
by  Johnfton;  on  the  S.  W.  by  Kirkmichael  and  C]ofebum{; 
on  the  N.  W.  by  Crawford.  The  general  appearance  is 
rather  bleak,  interfper&d  with  mois  and  moor,  and  ahnoft 
without  indofures.  For  a  mile  S.  W.  of  the  Annan,  it  is 
flat  and  pretty  populous.  To  the  wellward  it  is  heathy 
and  hilly.  At  the  wefiem  extremity  ftands  the  mountain 
of  Q^eenfberry^  whofe  top  is  about  3000  feet  above  the 
fea.  The  foil  is  ihallow,  but  dry  and  moderately  fertile* 
Py  means  of  turnpike  roads  lately  made,  and  the  encoo- 
rjlj^ement  ^ven  by  (he  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  it  is  now  impro- 
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ving  by  lime  brought  above  20  miles.  The  air  is  rather 
moift,  from  frequent  rains  from  S.  and  S.  W.  but  healtfajt 
and  free  from  agues.  In  i789»  there  wepe  104  dajs  wet  or 
ihowerj. 

Pofulatian.'^Bj  Dr  Webiler*s  report,  the  number^  were 
794.      The  population  of  the  pariih  is  rather  decreaied 
within  the  Ifift  50  jears*    The  number  of  fermers  is  one 
half  diminiihed.  -  'Tis  Lord  Hopetoun's  defign  to  increaie 
them.    The  prefent  population  is  617;  298  males ;  319 
females.    Average  of  births  16;  deaths  14 ,  marriages  7; 
under  lo,  i  j6 ,  between  10  and  20,  148 ;  20  and  30f  65  » 
30  aivd  40j  74  i  4a  and  5Q»  7^;  50  and  (So»  50  v  60  and 
70,  28  i  70  and  80,  18 ;  80  and  90,  i ;  90  and  100,  2« 
Families  of  fiumers  52  ;  other  families  71 ;  tradefmen  15  ; 
fervants  mate  and  female,  all  (at  leaft  occafionallj)  labourexs 
62  *,  Seceders  17  ;  bachelors  above  the  age  of  21,  42  ;  mar- 
ried men  and  widowers  95.    Average  of  children  alive  of 
each  femilj,  including  thofe  of  widowers  and  widows  3 j* 
Inhabited  hqiufes  132  3  number  of  perfons  to  each,  (excin* 
five  of  9  folitary  female  cottagers,^  fblljr  5. 

ProduQions^  ^grictUiuri^  (^r«— Natural  produdions  are 
oak,  aib,  birch,  alder,  hoael,  fcc  Much  oak  of  a  large 
growth  is  dug  up  in  the  mofles.  There  are  feveral  late 
plantations  of  fir.  Broom  and  furze  abound.  We  have 
alfo  alder,  juniper,  bird-^heny,  crab,  mountain  afh.  Wild 
ftrawbeii'ies,  cranberries,  nut-berries  and  others,  peculiar 
to  moon  and  mountains.  That  fpeeies  of  giais  which 
grows  on  marihjr  ground,  commonly  called  ffrattf  is  mqich 
ttfed  for  fodder.  'Tis  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  die  land 
where  it  grows,  though  not  fubjeft  to  be  overflowed  widi 
water,  bears  annual  cropping,  without  being  manured  or  paf* 
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tttred  except  in  the  latter  end  ti  thfe  year.  Mo&  ^accimralatei 
▼ery  quickl  j  upon  ftones  when  expdkd  to  the  weather,  tod 
.fikewife  upon  trees.  There  are  in  tillage  438  acres ;  for  po- 
tatoes 35  acres  ;  barley  and  big  20  ;  abnoft  aH  the  reft  for 
oats.  There  are  of  black  cattle  615 ;  fteep  44S  Ibores ;  horfi^ 
95.  The  black  cattle  in*thid  conntrj  are  finally  and  xhofUy 
without  horns ;  for  the  want  of  which,  the j  arb  commonl j 
J)rcferfed.  The  fljcep  are  all  of  the  fliort  kind,  large,  bnt 
coarfe  woolled.  They  are  tarred  very  thick,  abont  a  Scdt& 
Jnnt  of  tar  being  allowed  to  5  flieep.  The  Engffih  flieep 
are  coming  Into  repute  in  the  neighbourhood.  ]Lord  Hop^e- 
toun  keeps  a  few  Spanilh,  which  thrive  pretty  wefl.  In 
general,  the  parifh  muft  be  prefiimed  to  eicpoit  provffions. 
But  a  very  Few  acres  are  fowti  whh  rye-grafe  and  dovcr. 
The  whole  of  the  parilh,  except  aliout  600  acres,  is  in  paftnre. 
They  fow  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  middle  of  A- 
pril,  and  begin  to  reap  in  the  firft  week  of  September.  The 
land-rent  of  the  pariih  is  about'L.'t827.  There  are  about  40 
ploughs,  almoft  all  of  the  Scotch  kind,  and  as  many  cam.  AI- 
moft  every  £arm  in  the  pariih  having  a  confiderable  variety 
of  foil,  it  can  only  be  computed  that  the  arable  land,  if  let 
Separately,  would  rec"  from  (^s.  to  148. ;  goodbog  meadow^ 
as  it  requires  little  trouble  or  expence,  might  yield  12  s.  or 
^48.  Thei'e  is  no  land  capable  of  tillage,  let  exdttiivdy 
for  pafiure.  The  higfaeft  rent  in  the  pariih  is  that  of  a 
Sleep  farm,  vf».  L.220.  Other  iheep  fiirms  ax^  rented  at 
L.  100,  and  upwards.  Thefe  have  all  more  or  lels  of  arable 
land,  from  8  to  30  acres.  The  average  rent  of  thofe  Sums, 
on  which  there  are  no  iheep,  is  L.25.  The  number  <)f 
thefe  is  increafing. — ^In  1782  and  1783,  mudi  com  was  ex- 
erted from  this  county  both  by  land  and  fea.  'flw  oat- 
ineal  fold  then  at  as.  6 d.  the  ilone.    The  poor  certainly 
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depend  more  on  potatxxs  in  this  caanxjf  than  in  mj  odicr 
in  the  South  of  Scodand. 

Stipend^  School^  PooTf  C^r.— The  ftipend  is  tuyt,   4s. 
including  L«5   for  communion-elements.     The,  gkbe   is 
worth  about  L.4y  xos.  a-year.    The  Earl  «f  Hopetooi  is 
patron,  as  curator  for  the  Marquis  of  Annandale*    The 
church  feems  to  have  been  built  in  1676,  thatched  with 
heath  till  1736,  then  raifed  in  the  walls  and  flated.    The 
manfe  was  built  in   1788.    The  number  of  herit<»s  is  9. 
None  reiide  but  one  inconiiderable  proprietor. — There  was 
no  /^o/  Ichool  in  this  pariih  till  about  20  years  ago.    The 
iaiary  is  only  L.1I9  and  the  wages  a^quarter^  for  reading, 
are  no  more  than  is.     The  number  of  fcholais  in  fummeris 
very   fmall,  in  winter  40  or  50.      Had  not  the  prefent 
tbacher  been  difabled  for  working  as  a  common  mafon,  he 
muft  have  fpumed  at  fuch  a  livelihood  as  this — ^Aboot  la 
poor  regularly  receive  alms \  about  L.7  is  cdlefied  at  the 
church  doors. 

Prices^  IVagis^  l^c, — The  price  of  oats  within  the  laft 
40  years  has  increafed  about  one  tliird.  Beef  and  mutton 
lell  at  prefent  about  4d.  the  poimd,  whiph  is  more  than  one 
lihird  above  their  price  40  years  ago.  A  man's  wages  for 
labour  in  hufbandry,  are  in  fummer  about  8d«  and  lod.  with 
vi&uals ;  a  carpenter's  lod. ;  a  mafon's  i  a. ;  a  tailor's  8d. ; 
all  with  vidiials.  The  common  fuel  is  peat,  dug  on  ahnoft  ' 
every  farm :  when  fold  at  Mofiat  the  average  price  of  a 
{mall  cart-load  is  2s.  As  the  earnings  of  common  Ii^- 
bourers  are  linall,  their  fubiiftence  and  accommodation  muft 
be  fcanty  and  mean.  Small  as  their  expenditure  is,  I  find 
it  very  difficult  to  balance  it  with  their  earnings.  From  aS 
the  information  I  can  obtain,  I  apprehend  the  following 
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calculatioQ  to  be  pretty  near  the  tmth.    The  labourer  has 
a  wife  and  4  children,  the  eldeft  13  years,  the  youngeft  5. 

Earnings. 
The  man  earns,  with  viftoals,  8d.  a^ay  for  265 

days  ....  L.8  16    8 

Childrens  wages  -  --  -  i     6    a 

Charity  or  prefents  -  -  -  6  10     o 


I 

L.IO    6 

8 

K^pinfes. 

Oat-meal,  40  ftone,  at  xs.  8d.  the  fione     « 

L.J    6 

8 

Bntcher-meat        ... 

X     0 

0 

Wool,  2  ftone,  fpun  for  clothes 

Q    12 

0 

IVGlk  and  butter        -            -            -        - 

I      5 

0 

Salt            .            .           ,.            .            - 

0     4 

0 

Houfe  rent        -             .             -            - 

0  16 

0 

Barley,  4  ftone            -            -            -        - 

0    6 

8 

Shoes            .---.- 

0  15 

0 

Potatoes  for  feed,  and  bou^t 

0  10 

0 

Linen,  aprons.  Sec.         -             .             • 

0  10 

6 

Lying  in  and  burials,  &c.        -            -        • 

0  10 

0 

Peat             ...... 

0    7 

0 

Tools,  repairs  of  houfe  and  funutore 

0    4 

4 

L.10  6  8 
I  have  omitted  feveral  articles  of  dreis  and  finery,  watch, 
pocket  money  at  weddings,  fairs,  &c.  education  of  childrea 
at  fchool,  &c.  How  thefe  can  be  defrayed  by  the  earnings 
of  the  wife  fix>m  harveft  work  or  fpinning  beyond  what  19 
neceflary  for  the  family,  'tis  difficult  to  conceive.  Many 
however,  who  ieem  to  live 'according  to  the  above  calcula- 
VoL.  IV.  3  U  tion, 
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tion,  receive  no  public  charity.    The  wages  of  a  maa  fit- ' 
vant  are  from  L.6  to  L.S  ^-jcar  ^  of  a  wom^n  firom  L«a» 
los.  to  L.4« 

^ntiquuies.-^Thcxe  is  a  Roman  road  yet  to  be  traced 
running  'through  the  pariik  from  S.  to  N.  It  comes  ap 
the  £.  bank  of  Annan,  from  the  ruins  of  a  large  can^  al 
Burnfwork,  in  the  pariih  of  Middlebie,  and  pailes  here  a 
place  called  Ta/iiv j-holm,  where  there  are  fome  remains  of 
^  fquare  encampment  of  fmull  extent*  Upon  digging,  I 
could  only  find  fome  earthen  ware  in  fragments,  veryfirong 
and  coarfe.  I  have  procured  from  the  pe<^le  who  have 
tilled  the  adjoining  fields,  a  few  bits  of  green  and  party* 
coloured  gkis,  and  fmall  piece^L  of  a  fubftance  refembling 
marble,  .about  half  an  inch  broad,  round«  {mooth,  and  flat 
on  one  fide.  Some  have  been  found  which  were  perforated 
^  the  middle.-r-Near  the  Roman  road  where  it  enters  the 
pariih.  of  Mofiat,  jihere  wns  found  in  a  mofs  about  tbrcr 
years  ago,  a  piece  of  gold  of  a  femicircular  foron,  evident- 
ly a  fragment,  in  length  3  or  4  inches.  On  the  outer  edge 
k  was  ornamented  with  a  border,  in  which  were  the  fbl' 
lowing  letters  fonned  by  cutting  through  the  interfiices, 
10 V.  AVG.  -VOT.  XX.— There  are  a  great  nufnber  ef 
cairns  or  burians-;  alfo  many  circular  indofures  on  hills  and 
eminences,  formed  by  9  great  quantity  of  ftones,  which 
have  now  no  appearance  of  having  been  built.  They  mea- 
sure in  diameter  from  100  to  200  feet.  They  are  com- 
monly fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  for  fecuring  the  cattle 
from  enemies  and  thieves,  in  a  country  much  infefied  with 
both.  There  are  ievend  ruinf,  called  by  the  common 
people  towtf's^  which  have  been  furrounded  by  ditches  and 
walls.  By  far  the  moft  remarkable  of  the(e  is  the  fori  tS 
Achancafs^    The  walls,  which  aie  about  150  feet  iquare^ 

and 
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««d  fame  parts  of  which  are  fiiU  flaading  to  the  height  of 
fto  fcet»  are  no  le&  than  x  5  feet  in  thicknefs.  The  fbtt 
iiad  been  fiippEed  with  water  bj  a  leacjen.pipe,  part  of 
which  was  lately  dug  up.  The  place  is  ftrong  by  naturiy 
Irom  die  precipices  and  morafles  by  which  it  is  furround- 
ed. 

-  MifciUaneous  Oifirvatiom* — The  peopk  in  general  are 
gaiety  fober  and  contented.  No  murder,  fnidde  nor  rob- 
bery, is  known  to  have  happened  in  the  pariih. — ^Almoft 
every  fiuaaily  fpins  coarfe  doth  for  its  own  ufe ;  but  unfor- 
tunately there  is  no  confiderafale  woollen  manufadure  in  all 
Annandale.  Great  part  of  the  wool  is  exported  to  Eng- 
land.—>The  condition  of  the  people  might,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  be  much  ameliorated,  if  the  proprietors  of  land 
would  grant  them  longer  leaCfts  and  better  hou&s,  and  ei- 
ther indofe  their  grounds,  where  arable,  or  encourage  their 
tenants  to  do  it.  By  fuch  means,  many  acres  not  worth 
more  at  prefent  than  x  s.  a-year,  might  be  improved  fo  as 
to  yield  in  a  few  years  la  s.  or  X5  s.  So  eager  are  the  te-  * 
nants  here  for  tacks,  that  for  a  19  year  tack  of  a  very 
iinall  fsmit  moderately  rented,  6  or  8  times  the  amount  of 
the  rent  is  fometimes  paid  as  entries.  There  are  particu^ 
lar  reafoos  for  the  Marquis  of  Annandale's  lands  not  being 
let  in  long  leafes;  but  the  people^  have  fuch  a  well  found- 
ed confidence  in  the  honour  and  ffenerofity  of  the  Earl  of 
Hopetoun,  that  they  do  not  feem  to  fufFer  much  from  the 
want  of  them.— Fifty  years  ago,  filk  and  cotton  were  very 
rarely  to  be  feen ;  now  a  fervant  maid  cannot  be  in  drels 
without  both.  There  were  then  no  watches  but  the  mi- 
aifter's  *,  now  there  is  fcarcely  a  man  fervant  who  is  without 
one.  Clocks,  mofUy  of  wood,  are  alCo  very  common.  Se- 
venty years  ago^  there  was  not  a  pane  of  glals,  except  in 
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two  hottfes ;  now  ever j  hoafe  has  at  leaft  one  glais  window. 
In  other  refpefis,  however^  the  hoofes  of  the  common  peopk 
have  improved  little  or  nothing.     Seventy  years  ago,  the 
hire  of  a  man  fervant  was  about  L.  i,  4  a.  of  a  woman 
Icarcely  10  8.  a-jear.— The  common  people  were  certainlj 
more  ignorant  50  years  ago  than  at  prefent.    Several  at 
that  time  had  not  learned  either  to  write  or  read ;  now  they 
can  all  read  pretty  well,  and  all  the  men  at  leaft  can  write* 
Several  of  the  fiumers  read  hifiory,  magazines  and  newt 
papers*     The  vulgar  read  almoft  nothing  but  books  on  re- 
ligious fubjeds*    Many  of  them  are  too  fond  of  controver- 
fial  divinity ;  a  tafie  which  the  Diflenters  are  very  diligent 
in  promoting,  and  which  the  few  books  they  are  acquainted 
with,  are  rather  calculated  to  confirm.  .  To  difcourage  dus 
unhappy  propenfity,  fo  common  through  a  great  part  of 
Scotland,  and  to  recommend  books  of  a  more  rational  and 
inftrufiive  nature,  feems  an  objed  worthy  of  a  clergyman. 
-—Inoculation  of  the  {inall-poz  is  &r  from  being  general  in 
thb  country.     The  common  people  are  ftrongly  prejudiced 
againft  it.     To  this  circumftance  a  large  proportion  of  tbe 
deaths  which  happen  in  this  parifh  is  to  be  afcribed. — ^Rheo- 
matifm  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  much  more  conunon 
now  than  it  was  40  years  ago.     I  have  heard  no  fatisfiic- 

tory  reafons  affigned  for  its  increafe.     Thinner  dothiogt 

■ 

and  the  more  general  ulp  of  linen  next  the  ikin,  may  per* 
baps  account  for  it  in  part. 
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NUMBER    LXVin. 


PARISH  or  KIRKPATRICK-IRONGRAY, 

(county  of  KIRKCUDBRIGHT.) 


£y  tbi  Rev.  Mr  Jamzs  Fikvan. 


Situation^  SaS,  Surface^  Air^  Mc. 

T^  IRKPATRICK-Irongraj,  |S  one  of  the  lo  pariihes  in  the 
-■•^  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbrighty  lying  E.  of  the  water 
of  Urr,  and  within  the  prefb'yterj  and  Synod  of  Dmnfiies. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  £•  within  a  miles  of  Dumfries,  by  the 
parifli  of  Terregles,  which  is  alfo  its  limit  for  a  good  way 
on  the  S.  On  the  fame  quarter  likewife,  it  is  divided  from 
Lochmtton,  by  fome  ^miles  of  a  dead  running  body  of 
water,  called  the  Bogrie-lane.  The  pariihes  of  Urr,  Kirk- 
patiick-Durham,  and  Holywood,  terminate  Irongray  in 
moor-lands  to  the  W.  and  a  ftream  called  Speddoch-bum, 
running  N.  into  the  river  Cairn,  alfo  divides  it  from  Holy* 
wood,  as  does  the  faid  river  for  more  than  2  miles  down. 
The  pariih  is  computed  to  be  about  9  miles  long,  and 
though  narrow  in  the  £.  next  to  Dumfries,  it  increafes  in 
breadth  almoft  the  whole  way  to  the  W.  and  may  be  about 
3  miles  brdad  at  the  centre*  The  foil  is  generally  dry, 
C4?iTfi^^"g  of  a  kindly  mould,  not  very  deep»  mixed  with 
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(mooth  (tones,  which  are  <£  fuch  a  iize  as  not  to  ftop  die 
plough.    Of  this  fort  of  laad  there  are  above  500  acres,  all 
arable,  for  2  miles  up  from  the  eafietn  extremitj.     The 
pariih  then  rifes  into  hills,  except  a  track  of  low  land  in 
.    fome  parts,  on  both  fides  the  river  Ckiden.    Thefe  hiHs. 
as  well  as  the  fine  track  of  land  below,  have  been  mofilj' 
marled,  and  though  it  is  faid  they  were  covered  with  heath 
of  old,  yet  having  been  ploughed,  thej  have  now  a  green 
furfiice,  and  are  good  pafture  ;  but  though  the  foil  is  intrin* 
ficaUj  good,  the  clunate  11  cold,  and  the  crops,  though 
luxuriant,  are  expofed  to  fhaking  winds,  and  kte  in  coming 
to  maturitj.     Failing  the  fummits  of  thefe  hiljs,  the  pariih 
ilopes  into  a  number  of  fine  farms,  little  inferior  in  qualitj 
to  thefe  on  the  eail  fide,  though  the  climate  is  not  quite  fo 
warm.    After  paifing  a  fort  df  vallejr,  where  there  are  a 
few  houfes,  the  pariih  rifes  through  a  track  of  arable  lands^ 
of  a  cold  bottom,  into  ihecp  ws^lks  and  moors,  on  the  bar* 
ders  of  Kirkpatrick-Durham*  &c«     This^  deicription  com- 
prehends only  that  part  of  the  pariih  lying  £.  of  the  old 
v^ater  of  Ghiden,  and  S*  oi  the  bum  of  Comlee  :  for  to  the 
N.  and  W.  dT  that  winding  ibream,  there  riies  a  mountain 
called  the  Biihop's  Foreil,  apparently  the  higheil,  perhaps  of 
any  at  the  iame  neameCi  to  Dumfiries,  yet  of  no  very  iieep 
or  diificiilt  aCcent  in  moil  places,  owing  to  a  ^^txj  extended 
and  irregular  bafe,  around  which  are  planted  feveral  large 
and  diitin£l  farms  and  properties.    This  hill  is  ikirted  along 
^e  river  Cairn  to  the  N.  with  woods,  for  2  miles,  which 
reach  up  the  hill  in  nuuiy  parts,  for  more  than  half  a  mile^ 
Some  of  the  farms  extend  to  the  fiimmit,  and  others  only  a 
pait  of  the  way.    The  hill  has  a  heathy  i^ipearance.  at  a 
difianoe,  with  fome  rocki  and  moorftcoes  rifing  to  the  view 
at  the  fame  time^  while  the  iheep  find  fome  green  and 
frhftl^nere  paflnre  here  and  there  interfperIed<<^^The  in* 
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habitants  in  general  are  healthy ;  nor  has  any  thing  like 
fpidrmi^l  fevers  taken  place  among  tbem  thefe  z6 
years  pafi.  Inoculation  has  taken  place  in  part  here.  The 
minifter  while  in  another  charge,  inoculated  5  children  of 
his  o'WAf  at  two  di&rent  times,  with  his  own  hand.  Upon 
inoculating  3  at  firft,  the  people  feemed  to  be  ihocked  and 
oflSended ;  but  when  he  came  to  have  other  two  fit  fubjeds. 
he  warned  his  neighbours  of  his  intention  to  inoculate  tl^fe 
alio*  The  example  was  followed  immediately  then,  by  the 
Peculation  of  30  children  in  the  pariih,  by  the  bands  of  a 
common  blood^letter  from  another  pariib,  who  had  perform- 
ed at  home.     They  all  did  well. 

Agricukur€y  Eif c.'**Farms  here  are  from  30  to  400  acres, 
and  the  rent  of  the  beft  lands  is  b^ween  15  s.  and  Hi; 
▼ery  little,  as  yet,  amounting  to  L»i.  The  rents  leiTen 
as  the  pariih  ^pprdaches  to  moorlands.  There  are  feveral 
excellent  farmers  in  the  paiiih,  who  know  well  how  to  a- 
dapt  the  culture  to  the  foil.  No  great  quantity  of  wheat 
is  fown,  as  the  land  in  general  is  not  fo  ftrong  as  to  promife 
luxuriant  crops  *,  and  turnips  are  moftly  given  up,  though 
the  foil  is  well  fitted  to  produce  tbem.  Great  quantities  of 
potatoes  are  now  planted  iu  the  country  all  round  Dum- 
fries. The  whole  operations  are  performed  by  the  plough* 
They  afford,  at  leaft,onemeal  in  the  day,  for  |ths  of  the  year, 
to  the  moft  of  families.  Part  are  fent  to  market,  and  feme,, 
even  at  this  diflance,  are  fent  to  floops,  and  have  fold  from 
IS.  to  2s.  the  100  IK 2ight.  It  is  l>elieved,  (by  the  writer 
at  leafi,)  that  were  no  more  potatoes  raifed  than  what 
were  40  years  ago,  there  would  be  a  icarcity  of  provifion  in 
moft  years,  from  the  increafe  of  population*;  fuch  a  vaft 
proportion  of  food  does  an  acre  of  land  planted  with  potatoes 
produce,  beyond  what  the  fame  could  afford  when  fown 

with 
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with  any  gram  whatever.     Two  crops  of  oats  are  commoxi- 
ly  taken  from  the  lands  at  firft,  the  third  is  potatoes   or 
peas,  and  the  fourth  barky,  fown  down  with  rje-grais  and 
clover,  and  to  enlarge  the  barlpy  field,  the  jEarmers  of  late, 
have  fallen  upon  a  method  of  laying  dung  upon  the  oats 
ftubble,  after  harveft,  and  ploughing  it  down  immediately ; 
which,  by  a  crofs  ploughing  in  the  fpring,  and  the  feed  furrow 
at  lafl,  affords  even  better  crops  than  the   potato  land  itfelf. 
This  is  counted  an  improvement,  as  barley  is  a  principal 
fund  for  paying  rents,  which  is  always  faleable  in  proportion 
to  the  prices  that  are  going  at  Whitehaven  aad  Liverpool, 
which  have  afforded  here  for  feveral  years  paft,  from  as. 
to  3  s.  the  Winchefter  buihel.     A  much  greater  quantity  of 
oats  is  produced  aHb  in  the   parifh  than  is  confumed  in  it ; 
partly  fold  in  the  market  of  Dumfries,  but  chiefly  made 
into  meal,  and  {hipped  for  Greenock  and  other  places. .  It 
is  eafy  to  fee  that  the  prices  will  be  different  in  different 
feafons;   being  from  is.  6d. to  is.  the  ftone,  of  i'j\  lbs. 
according  to  the  demand  from  other  places.     This  article  of 
oat-meal,  the  general  food  of  the  country,  cannot  be  faid  to 
have  rifen  in  proportion  to  provifions.of  other  kinds ;  the  prices 
of  which  are  double  what  they  were  40  years  ago. — The 
number  of  horfesmay  be  about  174,  of  black  cattle   1416, 
and  of  fheep  3080.     The  cattle  are  of  a  middle  fize,  and 
like  other  Galloways,  are  known  to  be  excellent  feeders ; 
but  as  the  beft  6f  the  land  is  all  arable,  the  frumers  com- 
monly fell  their  bullocks  before  they  are  old  enough  to  feed 
into  beef.    Of  the  Ihecp,  120  may  be  of  the  Mug  or  Bake* 
well  kind,  and  only  thrive  wefi  upon  the  good  land,  the 
ewes  generally  producing  two  lambs  ,eachy  which  are  fold  to 
the  butchers  in  July,  for  8  s.  or  9  s.  a-piece.    The  wool  of 
thefe  fheep  brings  about  14s.  or  15s.  the  ftone,  of  24  lb. 
while  that  of  the  mooa:  fheep  is  coarfe,  and  fells  at  about  8  s. 
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In  the  coiirfe  of  the  miniiler's  incumbenc j,  upon  a  fort  o£ 
grofs  recoUedion,  there  have  been  fold  by  different  proprie- 
tors, about  L.  1600  worth  of  ieoods ;  conMing  of  oak,  aih» 
alder,  birch,  and  hazle.  The  fmaller  kind  was  manu£ic- 
tared  into  charcoal,  and  fent  to  the  furnaces  at  Whitehaven  v 

the  larger  kind  was  fent  for  fhip-tunber  to  different  ports, 

■ 

and  a  great  part  was  bought  b j  tradei^en,  and  others  round 
the  country.— There  are  7  marl-pits  in  the  pariffi,  fome  of 
which  are  mofUj  exhaufted.  It  is  (ald^  that  this  manure 
was  difcov6red  and  ufed  in  a  farm  here,  about  jo  or  6a 
years  ago,  before  it  was  ufed  m  any  other  part;  at  leall  in 
the  fouth  ef  Scotland.  Luxuriant  crops  were  raifed  by  it 
at  firft,  and  the  people  continued  to  plough,  till  the  ground 
was  reduced  to  a  caput  mortuum.  They  now  know  well 
how  to  manage  it,  by  taking  fewer  crops,  and  laying  the 
Iflft  down  with  dung  and  graJGs-feeds,  though  it  is  found  that 

the  frequent  repetition  of  marl,  efpeciatty  upon  thin  land, 

•  ■  •  •  _  »  . 

does  little  good,  of  rather  is  hurtful,  by  loofening  the  foil 

io  much,  that  the  corn-plants  are  thrown  out  at  a  certain 

time.     They  who  have  no  marl,  bring  lime  to  their  lands 

from  Clo&bum  of  Barjarg,  2  &rms  at  the  diftance  of  8  or 

10  miles,  or  from  the  harbour  below  Dumfries,   at  the 
I  ••  •      • 

^fiance  of  7  or  8  miles.    At  leaft  every  farmer  now,  al- 

moft,  brings  fome  lime,  lefs  or  more,  to  his  pol^efEon.— ^The 

valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  L.4415: 19:8  Scots  money^ 

and  the  real  rent  at  prefent  is  about  L.2770  Sterling.     No 

Services  aS^e  paid  by  the  tenants  in  general. 

Stipend^  Scbool^  Poor,  He. — Stipend  and  glebe  are  not 

worth  above  L«  80  a-year.     The  walb  of  the  church  have 

t>een  built  time  out  of  mifid,  and  are  ftill  firm  and  firong« 

,  Mr  Ferjmfon  of  Crai'gdarrdch  and  Mr  Ofwald  of  Aucbin** 

^tuiv^tre  vice-patrons.-^The  fchoolmafter's  ialary  is  about 

Vol.  IV.  J  X  k  7^ 
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L.  7.     As  there  are  no  villages  in  the  pariih,  the  fchohrs 
are  not    numerous,    feldom  -  30,  even  in  winter ;  and  the 
mafter  is  obliged  to  teach  2  years  in  a  houfe  near  the  church, 
and  altematelj  other  2  years  3  miles  up  the  parifh.      The 
quarter  wages  are  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  2  s.     People  at  a  diftance 
from  either  fchool  hire  a  lad  for  themfelves,  who  goes  from 
one  family  to  another,  along  with  his  fcholars,  by  turns. — ^The 
poor  have  been  from  14  to  z8.     The  annual  collections  may 
be  about  L.  14.     There  is  L.  6, 10  s.  ariling  from  intereft  of 
lent  money,  and  they  have  L.  2|  10  s«  of  land-rent.      None 
beg,  it  is  believed,  nor  need  beg  out  of  the  pariih.     To  af- 
ford relief  for  the  deficiency  of  crop  1782,  a  liberal  contri- 
bution was  made  for  the  poor.      In  faft,  there  was  no  fear- 
city  of  provifion  in  the  pariih,  though  dear,  as  the  beft  part 
ripens  early,  and  though  the  corns  were  covered  with  Ihow 
for  fome  days  in  fome  of  the  higheft  parts  of  the  moor 
farms.     Among  the  worft  things  in  the  police  of  the  coun- 
try, is  the  permillion  of  vagrants  and  Ilurdy  beggars  from  all 
parts,  efpecially  from  the  large  village  called  the  Bridgend 
of  Dumfries,  which  has  no  magiftrate.     That  viUage  is  a 
receptacle  of  people  of  that  fprt  from  the  three  kingdoms. 
Thefe,  from  pretence  of  filhing  or  trafficking  or  begging,  fpy 
out  what  is  for  their  purpofe  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the 
night  return,  and  at  times  commit  coniiderable  depredations^ 

Poptdation.-^A,t  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  895.  Upon  an  enumeration  in  1778,  there 
were  found  585  examinable  perfons.  All  the  alteration,  in 
a  general  view  of  the  pariih  fince  that  time,  may  amount  to 
610.  There  are  25  heritors,  7  or.  8  of  whom  refide.  Of 
Diflenters  there  are  9  Cameronians  and  10  Seceders. 
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MifctUamoj$s  Olftrvations^^-^o  inhabitant  of  the  pariik 
has  been  imprifoned  for  crimes  during  the  incumbencj  of 
the  pre&nt  minifter,  which  has  continued  more  than  16 
years.     The  people,  as  to  individuals,  rather  than  numbers, 
are  greatly  changed  in  that  period,  on  account  of  old  tenants 
^ing  out,  and  new  ones  coming  in.     They  are   fober 
and  induftrious.     There  is  not  fo  much  as  an  ale-houfe  now 
in  the  whole  parilh.     The  licences  are  fo  high,  that  no  pu- 
blic-houfe  in  a  country  place  can  afford  to  pay  them;  and 
the  duty  upon  malt  is  alfofo  high,  and  fo  rigoroufly  exaded, 
that  the  people  grudge  to  pay  it.      This  has  retrenched  the 
comforts  of  life  to  feveral  families ;  for  a  little  ale  was  very 
necelTary  for  a  while  in  winter,  when  the  cqws,  moftly  in 
calf,  and  fed  upon  draw,  yield  but  little  or  no  milk.      One 
improvement,  however,  has  been  fallen  upon  lately  in  the 
means  of  living  by  handicraftfmen,  and  fuch  as  rent  no  land^ 
When  the  corns  are  got  in,  they  buy  a  pig,  which  they 
ring,  and  get  liberty  from  their  landlords  for  it  to  run  about. 
This  they  feed  upon  offals  and  potatoes,  which  they  get 
planted  fomewhere  for  work,  in  harvefl,  and  the  animal  be* 
comes  a  good  morfel  at  the  end  of  March,  and  affords  a 
mouthful  now  and  then  through  the  fummer.      The  article 
of  fuel  is  very  fcarce  and  expenfive,  efpccialJy  for  feveral 
miles  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pariih,  where  there  are  no 
peatSk    And  coals  are  brought  24  miles  &om  Sanquhar;  or 
from  fome  harbour,  perhaps  2  miles  below  Dumfries,  at  a 
dear  rate,  owing  to  the  high  duty  that  is  upon  that  article, 
when  watcr-bom. — A  cudom  prevails  all  over  the  country, 
of  carrying  the  dead  for  interment  to  a  diftant  church-yard, 
if  the  anceftors  of  the  deceafed  were  buried  there.     In  &cl, 
there  are  more  funerals  here  from  other  pariihes  than  from 
the  pariih  itfelf,  and  the  people  here  follow  the  famecuftom, 
if  th^  have  burying'places  elfewbere.-— A  farm  on  the  eaft 
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^de  of  the  hills  firft  mentioned,  commanding  a  full  view  of 
Pumfries,  and  even  beyond  it  towards  Annandale,  is  called 
Inglefton. — The    tradition  is,  that  it  was  fo  called  from 
the  beacons  or  fires  that  were  kindled  there,  or  on  the  hill 
belonging  to  it,  in  times  of  hofttlity  with  die  Engliih  or  bor- 
derers, to  give  warning  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  cf  the 
approach  of  an  enemy.    For  the  word  Ingle  (perhaps  from 
the  Latin  Ignis)  to  this  day,  is  very  often  ufed  for  a  fire  by 
jtlie  common  pec^le  all  over  this  country. — Game  of  moft 
kinds  is  as  plenty  here  as  in  any  of  the  nei^bouring  pa- 
rifbes.      Even  the  beautiful  black  cock,  as  well  as  the 
groufe,  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  high  grounds.     Foxes 
bring  forth  in  holes  upon  the  bifliop's  foreft  formeriy  me&- 
tioned.      When  they  begin  to  kill  iheep  any  where  in  the 
pari(h,  the  huntfman,  who  \&  paid  by  the  county,  is  fent  for, 
and  he  feldom  fails  to  unkennel  a  fox  on  that  hill,  or  in  the 
woods  around  it.     At  the  fame  time,  it  is  obferved,  that 
Reynard  does  leis  injury  to  the  iheep  in  this  neighbourhood, 
than  he  is  known  to  do  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Stewar- 
try  J  owing  perhaps  to  the  variety  of  game  he  catches  him- 
felf,    and  to  the  wild  berries  which  he  finds  in  the  woods  for 
his  fupport.— :Over  a  watpr  which  falls  into  the  river  Cairn, 
is  an  excellent  ft6ne   bridge  of  one  arch.     It  is  founded 
upon  two  perpendicular  rocks,  and  forms  a  moft  romantic 
fcene.     As  it  is  lower  than  the  ground  leading  to  it  on  each 
end,  you  are  furprifed  by  the  fight  of  it  almoft  before  you 
are  aware.      It  is  called  the  Routing  bridge,  evidently  from 
the  noife  made  by  the  water  immediately  above  it.    Stand- 
ing upon  the  bridge,  and  looking  up  the  ftream,  you  fee  ve- 
ry little  of  its  courfe,  till  it  begins,  above  the  level  of  the 
fpeftator's  eye,  to  tumble  in  broken  water,  among  large  un- 
jequal  rocks,  for  about  8  or  lo  yards  in  a  rapid  dcfcent,  aad 
falls  in  a  cataraft  of  about  xo  or  12  feet  deep,  fo  near  the 
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Jnidge,  that  the  traveller  feels  fomething  like  dew  or  fpraj, 
as  he  paiTcs,  when  the  water  is  fwelled  and  the  wind  in  the 
Couth.  Upon  turning  to  the  parapet  on  the  nether  fide  and 
looking  over,  you  have  a  fudden  contrail,  in  feeing  the  wa- 
ter fmooth  in  a  dear  day,  and  the  trouts  fporting  and  feed- 
ing in  a  pool  below,  which  is  partly  overhung  by  oaks  on 
each  fide,  while  the  rocks  and  bridge  ar^,  in  fonae  places, 
matted  with  woodbine.  To  this  pifturefque  fceoe,  people 
that  have  time  to  ride  for  health  or  amufeqient^  frequently 
,come  firom  Dumfries  or  elfewhere,  as  the  road  is  good,  and 
she  .Qbje£t  ^ot  much  above  5  miles  difiant  from  that  town. 
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NUMBER    LXIX. 


PARISH    OF    LARGO, 
(COUKTY    OF    FIFE.) 


By  the  Rejf*  Mr  S?£KC£  Olifuant, 


Situation^  Soil,  jiir,  i^c. 

THIS  pariih  b  fituatcd  in  the  prcfbjtery  of  St  An- 
drew's, and  Sjnod  of  Fife  ;  bounded  on  the  W  by 
the  parifli  of  Scoonie,  on  the  N.  by  Ceres,  on  the  £.  by 
Newburn,  and  on  the  S.  by  Largo  Bay.     It  is  .of  an  irre- 
gular figure,  extending  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  nearly  6  miles. 
Its  breadth  is  very  unequal.     The  area  of  the  whole  con- 
tains 5469  acres.     To  the  traveller,  the  fouth  part  of  this 
parilb  mud  afford  a  pidurefque  and  delightful  fcene  of  ele- 
gant country-feats,  ikirted  with  well  laid  out  and  thriving 
plantations,  populous  villages,  furrounded  with  fertile  fields, 
hill  and  dale,  wood  and  water.     The  foil  on  the  W.  to^ 
wards  the  fea,  is  light,  bordered  with  link  ground ;  the 
northern  parts  in  general  are  of  a  thin  black  mould,  .on  a 
wet  bottom  ;  in  the  fouthern,  of  a  black  loam,  partly  on  a 
dry,  and  partly  on  a  wet  bottom,  interfperfed  with  fields 
of  light  land.     Rich  breaking  clay  is  peculiar  to  the^S. £• 
part  of  the  pariih,  and  there  are  fome  tracks  in  difbrent 
dire&ions,  to  the  weflward  of  the  hill,  confiding  of  clays 
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of  a  more  obdurate  natore,  and  on  a  wet  bottom.— ^Froai 
our  vicinity  to  the  German  Ocean,  we  are  frequently  vi- 
fited  with  cold  and  damp  winds  from  the  £.  accompanied 
fometimes  with  much  rain.  During  the  fpring  and  fum- 
mer  months,  when  the  fun  has  had  influence  to  rarify  the 
sdr  in  the  firft  part  of  the  day,  we  may  look  for  a  very 
cooling  fea-breeze  by  three  in  the  afternoon.  But  this  is 
common  upon  all  the  coaft.  We  are  indeed  more  Iheltered 
from  its  influence,  than  many  of  our  neighbours,  from  our 
local  fituation,  and  the  plantations  that  furround.  To  tha 
above  circumftances,  our  prevailing  difeafes  may  be  attri- 
buted ;  for,  from  the  effeA  of  cold  and  wet,  coughs  are 
very  general,  rheumatifm  and  other  inflammatory  con>- 
plaints  are  not  unfrequent.  Epidemic  diforders  fometimes 
appear,  of  which  the  nervous  fever  prevails  chiefly  among 
thofe  who  are  much  expofed  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  and 
who  live  at  the  fame  time  upon  a  low  and  fpare  diet.  Few 
children  are  now  cut  off  by  the  fmall  pox,  as  inoculation 
is  generally  introduced  with  remarkable  fucceis.  During 
20  years  pra£lice,  our  furgeon  has  not  loft  one  patient. 

Agriculture^  &c. — ^In  improvements,  it  may  be  juftly 
fiaiid  that  this  parifh  has  led  the  way  to  all  the  neighbour- 
hood. An  open  field  is  fcarcely  to  be  m^  with.  All  is 
inclofed,  either  with  ftone,  or  with  ditch  and  hedge.  Drain- 
ing has  not  been  negleded.  Not  only  the  fpouts  in  the 
wet  bottomed  land  have  difappeared,  but  even  the  ufeleis 
marfli  and  the  deceitful  bog,  by  draining,  paring,  and 
burning,  have  been  turned  into  fruitful  fields..  The  imple- 
ments of  hulbandry  are  much  improved.  A  light  well 
contrived  plough  is  introduced.  The  brake  and  roller  are 
in  common  ufe.  The  diminution  of  the  ezpence  of  cul- 
ture is  no  fmall  improvement.  Tn  place  of  6  cattle  and  a 
borfies,  that  feemed  to  be  yoked  for  ihow,  ao  or  30  years 
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ago,  aad  tbefe  driven  by  a  ilout  hd  or  d  boys,  2  horfesy 
reined  by  the  |>loughmany  now  perform  the  work  to  mnch 
better  purpofe,  and  with  greater  fpeed.     Hand  and  horf^ 
hoeing  are  pradifed.     When  the  crop  is  gathered,  it  is 
preferved  in  the  barn-yard  from  vermin,  by  being  placed 
upon  pillars  of  ftone,  2  feet  high.     Machines  for  thrcihing 
have  been  introduced,  but  do  not  come  up  to  expeflation ; 
from  their  very  complex  conftruftion,  they  are  apt  to  go 
wrong;  the  horfes  have  a  dead  draught,  and  are  made 
giddy  by  the  circular  motion.     V/herever  they   can  be 
eredted  upon  a  fall  of  water,  all  the  purpofes  defired  will 
be  anfwered. — In  the  northern  parts  of  the  parifli,  there 
are  confiderable  plantations  of  fir.     Places  covered  with 
thorns,  briars,  and  furze,  30  years  ago,  are  now  filled  with 
all  kinds  of  foreil-trees,  the  annual  vthtnning  of  which  al- 
ready produces  a  confiderable  fum.     In  30^  or  40  years, 
wood  of  difierent  kinds  will  be  a  moft  profitable  produc- 
tion.—The  value  of  land  is  in  a  high  proportion  increafed. 
What  brought  from  i6s.  to  L.  i   the  acre,  20  years  ago, 
now  lets  at  L.  2  and  L.  2,  10  s.  and  feus  at  L.  4  Sterling* 
—Except  on  the  north  ikirts  of  the  pariih,  where  bear, 
oats,  flax,  and  a  few  wretched  potatoes,  are  the  chief  pro- 
duftions,  every  perfon  pofleiBng  from  500,  down  to  t  acre 
of  land,  raifes  wheat  almoft  as  good  as  the  beft  in  Lothian. 
Thofe  only   wft  poiTefs  farms  can  afford  to  fallow  for 
their  wheat ;  but  even  thefe,  as  well  as  the  fmallefl  tenants/ 
raife  the  greateft  proportion  of  their  wheat  after  clover, 
beans,  and  potatoes.     Upon  the  bell  foil,  barley  is  con- 
lidered  a  profitable  crop,  and  oats  the  leaft  advantageous, 
unlets  after  pafture*     Turnips  and  cabbage  are  raifed  with 
fuccels,  for  the  catties  winter-provifion.     The  carrot,  the 
Swedifh  turnip,  and  root  of  fcarcity,  have  not  anfwered* 
expeftation.     The  Swediih  turnip,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  be- 
come very  ufefiil^  when»  by  experiment,  the  proper  mode 
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of  cultivating  it  (hall  be  afcertained,  and  generally  under* 
flood. — Cattle  are  rested  in  confiderable  numbers ;  much 
attention  is  paid  to  the  breed.  The  confequence  of  which 
is  well  known,  as  our  cattle  have  been  diflinguiihed  for 
beautj  and  &zt  even  in  the  London  market.  Horfes  are 
bred,  both  for  draught  and  faddle.  Sheep  are  fed,  not  pro- 
duced here.  Everj  familj  has  fwine.— In  our  quarries 
are  found  hard  and  freeilone.  Limeftone  is  wrought  in 
2  different  places.  There  is  an  eztenfive  field  of  marl  j 
and  coal  may  be  wrought  to  advantage.  On  the  eftate  of 
Lundin,  the  coal  has  been  cropped  ;  but  by  ereding  an  en- 
gine near  to  the  fea,  a  deep  feam,  which  ftretehes  over  up- 
on the  eilate  of  Largo,  would  be  opened.  This  would  am- 
ply fupply  the  neighbourhood,  and  afford  befides  a  con- 
iiderable  eicportation. 

Sea-coq/lf  Fi/beries^  6*f .— The  fbnth  boundary  of  this  pa* 
rilh  is  about  a^  miles  of  fea-coaft.  Largo  fiay  extends  from 
Kingcraig  Point  to  that  of  the  Methul,  making  a  diameter . 
of  near  7  miles  in  length,  and  marked  by  a  ridge  of  (and. 
The  included  bay  forms  a  femicircle  of  a)>out  10  milea 
fea-coail.  The  above  ridge  is  called  by  fifliermen  the 
Dike.  Of  this  there  is  a  tradition,  although  probably  not 
well  founded,  among  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of  Largo,  that 
there  w<is  formerly  a  wall  or  mound  runnmg  from  King* 
craig  Point  to  that  of  the  Methul,  containing  within  it  a 
vail  foreit,  called  the  Wood  of  Forth. — About  10  years 
ago,  fiih  abounded  on  thb  coaft,  particularly  haddock,  of  a 
very  delicate  kind.  But  iince  that  period,  fiih  of  tvtxj 
kind  have  become  Ccarce,  infomuch  that  there  is  not  a 
haddock  in  the  bay.  All  that  remain,  are  a  few  {mall 
cod,  podlies,  and  flounders.  The  fifliermen  have  alfo  dif" 
appeared,  who,  20  years  ago,  conftituted  the  chief  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Largo  and  Dmmocby.   At  prefent  there 
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is  not  a  fiiherman  in  Largo,  and  only  x  in  Dnimochj,  wb« 
fifhes  in  fummer,  and  catches  rabbits  in  winter. — The  har- 
boar  of  Largo  is  formed  by  the  influx  of  the  virater  Keil. 
There  is  a  ftone  key,  where  veflcls  of  200  ton  may  receive 
or  difcharge  their  cargoes.;  but  at  no  great  expence  it  might 
be  made  to  admit  of  fliips  of  greater  burden.  The  whok 
bay  forms  a  fafe  road-ftead  for  (hips  of  every  defcriptioo, 
being  fheltered  from  all  winds,  except  the  S.  and  S.  W. » 
and  were  it  better  known,  might  be  a  mean  of  preferving 
many  lives,  particularly  when  fliips  are  forced  into  the 
Forth  by  ftorms  from  the  N.  £. 

Meuntains. — ^There  is  but  x  large  hill,  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Largo  Law.     It  is  of  a  conical  form,  and  riles' 
about  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.     Perhaps  the 
name  Law  was  given  to  this  and  many  other  hills  of  fimi- 
lar  form,  from  the  flame  that  did,  or  was  fuppofed  to  have 
ilTued  from  their  tops.     The  Swedes  call  flame,  *  loa  -y    and 
the  Danes,  ^  lue  \*  which  refemble  in  found  our   Scotch 
word  *low;'  a  flame.     In  fupport  of  this  conjefture,  there 
are,  in  the  polTeffion  of  Mr  James  Calderwood-Dorham  of 
Largo,  feveral  proclanHitions   from   the   Privy-coundl  of 
Scotland,  ordering  fires  to  be  kindled  on  Largo  Law,  and 
that  of  North  Berwick,  as  fignals  for  the  appearance  of 
any  (hips  of  the  enemy. — Befides  this,  there  are  2  other 
Laws.     But  it  is  evident  that  thefe  have  been  artificial. 
When  the  cairn  was  removed  from  one  of  thefe,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  ftone  cofiin  was  found  at  the  bottom.     From 
the  pofition  of  the  bones,  it  appeared  that  the  perfon  had. 
been  buried  in  a  fingtdar  manner.     The  legs  and  arms 
had  been  carefully  fevered  firom  the  trunk,  and  laid  dia- 
gonally acrois  it. 
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MflnufaSures  and  Tr^iil?.— The  principal  manufafture  is 
Hreaving.  No  woollen  cloth  indeed  is  wrought,  but  for  a 
partial  fupplj  to  the  lower  ranks  of  people.  Linen  and 
checks  are  the  great  articles.  Almoil  every  weaver,  and 
a  good  number  of  others,  have  their  bleaching  ground, 
where  thej  prepare  linen,  from  the  value  of  9  d.  to  4  s.* 
the  yard.  Thofe  who  can  afford  to  purchafe  yarn,  work 
check  and  green  linen,  which  they  fell  in  Dyfart,  Kirkaldy, 
Cupar,  and  Dundee.  Others,  of  lefs  flock,  are  employed 
in  thefe  branches  by  manufafturers  in  the  above  towns. 
The  greateft  proportion  of  flaic  is  imported  ;  much  of  it  is 
dreffed  and  fpun  in  the  parifh.  A  woman  commonly 
fpins  a  hanks  a-day,  and  {be  is  paid  from  i  s«  to  i  s.  2  d. 
the  fpindle. — The  farmers  deal  confiderably  in  cattle,  which 
go  to  the  fhambles  in  the  furrounding  country,  and  not  a 
few  to  Edinburgh ;  the  remainder  are  bought  for  the  moft 
part  by  Englifli  drovers.  Wheat,  barley,  oats,  beans,  and 
fometimes  potatoes,  are  ihipped  for  Leith  and  the  Weft 
country;  lalt,  for  Dundee  and  Perth.  Wood  and  iron 
are  ^imported  from  Norway.  There  are  3  corn-mills, 
having  thirlage ;  2  barley,  and  3  lint  mills ;  1  (alt- pans, 
fupplied  with  coals  from  the  diftance  of  4  miles. 

Population. — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
jiumbers  were  1396.     At  prefcnt  (179 1)  19x3. 

Under  5  years  of  age,  -  212 

Und^r  10  years,  -  -  226 

Under  20,  -  -  -^  361 

Under  30,  ...  272 

Under  40,  - .  .  -  243 

Under  50,  -  -  -  1^7 

Under  60,  -  .  -  226 

XIn4cr  70,  -  -  -  136 

Undft 
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Ui^der  80,            -           -            -  49 

Under  90,              -             -             -  y 

Under  100,            -             -            -  a 
In  the  year  I754»  the  number  of  people 

was  about            •            -          -  1400 

Marriages,  Bapfi/ms,  a$ut  Burtals^for  thi  lajl  ten  years ^ 


Yeart.          Marriagts. 

inptifim. 

Burialt, 

1781 

13 

49 

4« 

X78» 

*4 

48 

4* 

>783 

x6 

4> 

56 

»784 

'»3 

43 

33 

X7«5 

«7 

39 

35 

1786 

>7 

48 

3i 

1787 

1$ 

53 

ij 

J788 

J4 

45 

48 

1789 

16 

*$ 

»i 

?79« 

1 

la 

4a 

M 

t6^ 

395 

35» 

Yearly  ftventge, 

«7 

39 

35 

^ome  deduftion  X)ugfat  to  be  made  frpm  the  average  Qf 
burials,  on  account  of  an  hofpital  in  the  pariih  for  old 
men,  amounting  to  14  in  number,  who  are  feldom  admitted 
under  60  years.  There  are  conimonlj  2  vacancies  every 
year ;  fometimes  3,  4,  and  5^ 

Stipend y  School^  Poor^  (/r.— -The  ftipend  confifts  of  6  chal* 
ders  of  viAual,  L.  36  :  6  :  4,  L.  ao  Spots  for  foggage,  5  acres 
pf  glebe,  manfe  and  garden.  The  manfe  was  rebuilt  20 
years  ago,  and  is  among  the  beft  in  the  preibytery.  Since 
^he  demiiHon  of  Mr  Ferrier,  who,  in  conjunftion  with  a  Mr 
SgU^,  tnipifler  at  ]^fewbum,  formed  a  feft  pf  Independents, 
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a  fpirit  of  Ichiim  has  prevailed  in  thb  and  all  the  adjacent 
pariihes.  Clergy  abound  here.  There  being  i  of  the  £- 
flabliihnieot,  i  of  the  Relief,  i  of  the  Independents,  and  2 
jo£  the  Anabaptifis.  The  number  of  foub  belonging  to  the 
Eftablifhment  is  ziii ;  belonging  to  SeparatiAs,  including 
3  of  the  Epifcopal  perfualion,  702;  There  arc  9  heritors. 
—'The  funds  for  the  public  ichool  amount  to  about  L.  30  a- 
yean  A  man  of  ability  and  application  may  look  to  this 
place  as  an  obje£t#  as  he  would  hare  a  numerous  fchool 
from  the  pariih,  and  the  (afe  and  healthy  fituation  of  the 
place  would  attrafl  boarders  from  all  quarters.— -At  an  ave- 
rage, the  number  of  regular  poor  10  25,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceives from  2  s.  to  4  s.  and  5  s,  a-month.  The  funds  a- 
mount  to  from  L.  40  to  L.  50  a-year,  ariiing  from  money 
at  interefty  colleAions  at  the  church-door,  and  mortcloths. 
From  this  ftate  of  the  poor^  and  their  provifion,  it  may  be 
jufUy  obferved,  that  the  heritors  and  tenants,  upon  whom 
/the  legal  (upport  of  the  poor  depends,  iave  annually  a  con* 
fiderable  fum,  on  account  of  the  management  being  veiled 
in  the  kirk-feilion.  Were  the  heritors  to  appoint  a  faflor 
or  treafurer  for  fupplying  the  poor,  were  the  poor  to  know 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  legal  fupport,  they  would  fooA 
difcover  either  their  real  or  fictitious  wants,  and  boldly  de- 
mand a  fupply ;  whereas  the  prefent  mode  of  fupporting 
them  is  attended  with  an  oppofite  efie^  By  daily  feeing 
and  hearing  of  colle£tions  for  the  poor,  the  needy  will  fuf- 
fer  much,  and  work  hard,  before  they  can  think  of  being 
clalTed  among  the  number ;  and  fliould  this  fpirit  be  at  laft 
vanquilhed,  either  by  diflrefs  or  poverty,  their  children  and 
friends  will  exert  their  utmoft,  to  preferve  their  needy  re- 
lation from  what  they  think  a  reproach.  If  any  at  laft  be- 
come beggars,  their  monthly  allowance  is  immediatelj 
withdrawn,  with  a  view  to  induce  them  to  return  to  fome 
pfpff^lnefs  in  fociet;^. 
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fFageSf  Living,  l^c, — ^Working  by  contrafit  is  now  much 
praftifedi  the  gain  arifing  from  which  muft  be  according  to 
the  bargain  they  make,  and  the  indoihry  with  which  they 
purfue  their  work.     The  wages  of  common  laboorers  and 
hired  {ervants  can  be  ealily  afcertained,  the  general  run  be- 
ing from  pd.  to  IS.  a-day;  hired  fervants  L.  13  a-year. 
This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  man's  earnings;  and  if  a 
wife  and  children  be  concerned,  it  is  but  rare,  that  any  ad- 
dition can  be  dated  to  his  income.    Female  fervants  have 
from  L.  %  to  L.  4,  ezclufive  of  their  board,  8lc.    Labour- 
ers  and  hired  fervants  who  have  funilies,  from  the  above 
account,  cannot  live  fumptnoufly.    Except  at  a  birth  or 
marriage^  or  fome  other  feilival,  they  tlo  not  in  general 
tafte  butcher-meat.     Meagre  broth,  potatoes,  dieefe,  butter 
in  fmajl  quantities,  and  a  preparation  of  meal  in  different 
forms,  make  up  their  conllant  fare.     All  things  confider- 
ed,  it  b  aftonifhing  to  fee  man,  wife  and  children,  in  their 
Sunday's  clothes;  all  are  clean  and  neat,  with  faces  ezpref- 
iive  of  contentment. — With  refped  to  the  general  rank  of 
people,  their  mode  of  living  is  undoubtedly  improved,  both 
as  to  lodging  and  diet. — Notwithftanding  the  jarring  opi- 
nions in  matters  of  religion,  which  may  fometimes  occafion 
a  diftant  and  referved  behaviour,  the  people  in  general 
have  a  kind  and  obliging  turn.     They  are  honeft,  fober 
and  induftrious;  more  forward  tQ  fympachife  with  their 
neighbour  in  diflre&,  than  to  rejoice  with  him  in  his  pro- 
fperity.     Tenacious  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Chrifiiani- 
ty,  they  do  not  pervert  them  to  encourage  Gcentioufnefs, 
being  convinced,  that  purity  of  heart  and  life  cannot  be 
feparated  from  the  exalted  hope  which  the  gofpel  in- 
fpires. 

Hofpttat, — In  1659,  an  hofpital  for  old  men  of  the  name 
of  Wood  was  founded  by  a  Mr  Joha  Wood,  who  was  % 
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connedion  of  the  £unoiis  Sir  Andrew  Wood  of  lArgo.  As 
hofpitallers,  there  are  12  old  men  of  the  above  name,  who, 
with  their  wives  (if  thcj  have  anyj  are  accommodated 
with  a  room  and  clofet,  with  an  annuitj  of  L.  100  Scots. 
There  is  a  large  garden,  which  fupplies  them  with  vege- 
tables of  all  kinds.  There  is  alfo  a  porter,  who,  among 
other  parts  of  .his  office,  calls  them  to  mornipg  and  evening 
prayers,  which  are  given  by  a  chaplain  appointed  for  that 
purpofe.  The  furgeon  in  the  parilh  receives  fo  much  a- 
jear  for  his  attendance  and  advice.  The  funds  arife  irom 
money  at  intereft,  and  an  excellent  farm  adjacent  to  the 
hofpital.  The  gentlemen  who  poflefs  the  eflates  of  Largo, 
Lundin,  Wemyfs  and  Balfour,  with  the  minifter  of  Largo, 
are  patrons.  Thefe  meet  on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  hall  of  the  hofpital,  ti^  examine  the  accounts 
df  their  fador,  to  fill  up  vacancies,  &c.  A  dinner  is  allowed 
by  the  founder.  Of  this  dinner  we  lately  found  an  old  bill 
tf  fare,  which  {hewed  the  talte  of  former  times.  There 
was  charged  for  wine  3  s.  and  ale  xos.  The  charge  now 
is  entirely  reverfed. 

Eminent  and  Notable  Jlir/i.— -i.  The  faithful  and  brave 
Sir  Andrew  Wood,  who  flouriihed  in  the  reigns  of 
James  III.  and  IV.  of  Scotland,  was  a  native  of  this  pa- 
rifh.  Under  James  IIT.  he  pofieiTed  the  barony  of  Largo 
in  tack.  But  James  IV.  invefted  him  in  the  property  of 
it,  on  account  of  two  fignal  victories  he  had  obtained  at  fea, 
over  the  Englilh,  about  the  beginning  of  his  reign.  It  ap- 
pears that  Sir  Andrew,  like  Commodore  Trunnion,  brought 
on  ihore'  his  nautical  ideas  and  manners.  From  his  houfe^ 
dovm  almoft  as  far  as  the  church,  he  formed  a  canal,  upon 
which  he  ufed  to  fail  in  his  barge  to  the  church  every  Sun- 
day in  great  ftate.— 2.  After  Sir  Andrew  Wood,  the  ba- 
rony of  Largo  came  into  tfae^pofleffion  of  the  family  of  Dur- 
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bam,  to  ivhich  the  celebrated  Mr  James  Durham  belonged, 
being  brother  to  Sir  Alexander  Durham  of  Largo.     This 
gentleman  wa^  diftinguiihed  both  as  a  foldier  and  divine, 
being  firft  a  captain  of  dragoons,  and  then  minifter  of  the 
High  Church  of  Glafgow.  He  was  folicited  to  become  pro* 
feffor  of  divinitj  iu  the  college  there ;  but  being  eminent- 
ly diftinguiihed  among  his  brethren,  he  was  bj  them  ap- 
pointed to  the   honourable   ofEce  of  chaplain  at   court* 
While  at  Glafgow,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  preaching  be- 
fore Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he  took  occafion  to  fpeak  with 
freedom  of  the  injuftice  of  Oliver's  invafion.    Being  after« 
wards  feverely  challenged  bj  the  Ufurper,  he  cahnlj  an- 
fwered,  that  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fpeak 
his  mind  freelj  upon  that  fubje&,  efpecially  as  be  jbad  an 
opportunity  of  doing  it  in  his  own  hearing.-— 3.  Alexander 
Selkirk,  who  was  rendered  famous  bj  Monf.  de  Foe,  under 
the  name  of  Robinfon  Crufoe.  His  hiftorj,  divefted  of  fabk^ 
is  as  follows :    He  was  born  in  Largo  in  1676.     Having 
gone  to  fea  in  bis  youth,  and  in  the  year  1703,  being  fail- 
ing mailer  of  the  flilp  Cinque  Ports,  Captain  Stradling, 
bound  for  the  South  Seas,  he  was  put  on  ihore,  on  the 
ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  as  a  puniihment  for  mutiny.     In 
that  folitude  he  remained  4  years  and  4  ^months,  from 
which  be  was  at  lafl  relieved,  and  brought  to  England  by 
Captain  Woods  Rogers.     He  had  with  him  iu  the  ifland 
his  clothes  and  bedding,  with  a  firelock,  fome  powder,  bul- 
lets and  tobacco,  a  hatchet,  knife,  kettle,  his  mathematical 
inftrumeiits  and  Bible.     He  built  2  huts  of  Piemento  trees, 
and  covered  them  with  long  grafs,  and,  in  a  fliort  time, 
lined  them  with  ikins  of  goats,  which  he  killed  with  hi» 
mulket,  fo  long  as  his  powder  lailed,  (which  at  firfl  was 
but  a  pound)  ;  when  that  was  fpent,  he  caught  them  by 
(peed  of  foot.     Having  learned  to  produce  fire,  by  rubbing 
two  pieces  of  wood  together,  he  dreiTed  his  v^jj^ak  io  one 

of 


qf  Largo.  545 

of  hiB  huts,  and'  ilept  in  die  other,  which  wa»  at  feme  di- 
ftance  from  his  kitchen*    A  multitude  of  rats  often  dift^rb- 
ed  his  repofe,  bj  gnawing  his  feet,  and  other  parts  of  his 
body,  which  induced  him  to  feed  a  number  of  cats  for  his 
proteAion.    In  a  ihort  time,  thefe  became  fe  tame,  that 
they  would  lie  about  him  in  hundreds,  and  foon  delivered 
him  from  the  rats, .  his  enemies.    Upon  his  return,  he  de* 
dared  to  his  friends,  that  nothing  gave  him  fo  much  un- 
eafineis,  as  the  thoughts,  that  when  he  died,  his  body  would 
be  devoured  by  thofe  very  cats  he  had  with  fo  much  care 
tamed  and  fed.     To  divert  his  mind  from  fuch  melancholy 
thoughts,  he  would  fometimes  dange  and  iing  among  his 
kids  and  goats,  at  other  times  retire  to  his  devotion.     His 
clothes  and  ihoes  were  foon  worn,  by  running  through  the 
woods.    In  the  want  of  fhocs  he  found  little  inconvenience, 
as  the  foles  of  his  feet  became  fo  hard,  that  he  could  run 
every  where  without  diiEctilty.     As  for  clothes,  he  made 
for  himfelf  a  coat  and  cap  of  goats  ikins,  fewed  with  little 
thongs  of  the  fame,  cut  into  proper  form  with  his  knife. 
His  only  needle  was  a  nail.     When  his  knife  was  worn  to 
the  back,  he  made  others  as  well  as  he  could,  of  fome  iron 
hoops   that  had  been  left  on  ihore,  by  beating  them  thin, 
and  grinding  them  on  ftones.    By  his  long  feclufion  from 
intercourfe  with  men,  he  had  fo  far  forgot  the  ufe  of  fpeech, 
that  the  people  on  board  Captain  Rogers's  ihip  could  fcarce 
underfiand  him,   for  he  feemed  to  fpeak  his  words  by 
halvesa    The  cheft  and  muiket  which  Selkirk  had  with 
him  on  the  iiland,  are  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  his  grand- 
nephew,  John  Selkirk,  weaver  in  Largo. 

jintiquities,--'^n  the  bank  of  the  water  Keil,  are  the 
riiins  of  the  ancient  caiUe  of  Balcruvie,  a  place  once  of  con- 
fiderable  ffaren^,  occupied  of  old  by  the  family  of  Craw- 
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ferd«  Tben  is  t  fi|«ftre  tower  f icttj  ttdie.  Of  tkt  oU 
hoafe  of  LargOy  one  cooad  tower  remaisii.  A  little  feotk- 
wardsy  inahrfe  park^  there  is  nowea  elegant  modeia 
ibofe,  commanding  one  of  the  fin^  a^d  aofi  cxtes^vs 
^fpefis  in  Seotknd.  About  a  mik  to  the  weftwaid,  h 
the  ancient  tower  of  Liindin,  whidi  now  coftftjtwca  a  pstt 
of  a  modem  building,  with  a  Gothic  front-«-Near  to  thii^ 
in  the  middle  of  a  phdn,  are  3  remarkable  ftQnea,  ftandiag 
nprigbt  in  the  ground,  each  meaiiiring  6  yanb  above,  and 
as  much  it  is  ibppofed  below  the  groosd.  There  are  s^ 
fragoaeats  of  a  foorth,  which  feems  to  have  bete  of  eqnaf 
magnititde  with  the  other  three.  There  is  no  infbriptioOi 
Bor  the  leaft  veflige  of  an  j  charaficr  to  be  found  apoe 
them.  But  the  tradition  is,  that  thej  are  the  grave-fiooa 
of  fome  Daniih  chieft,  who  fcU  in  battle  with  the  Scots 
pear  this  pUce, 
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PARISH    or    T  O  W  I  E, 

(county   of    ABERDEEN.) 


Sj^  the  Rev.  Mr  AtKXAKDER  MsAkirs. 


NanUf  Skuatiofij  Air^  iSc. 

npHIS  paiiQi  fbnnerljwas  calkd  Kilbardu ;  its  naoie 
^  DOW  IS  Towie-KiabiCtocfa,  which  ii  probablj  Gaelic, 
aad  has  bjMO  girea  to  it  oa  aoconat  of  itt  northern  expo** 
tee.  b  !•  fituated  io  the  pxpibjlery  of  Alford,  aad  Synod 
of  Aberdeen*  Its  lengdi  is  iboot  3^  £n^Uh  miks,  and  its 
bfeaiddi  about  ft.  It  is  bounded  by  Sorashdon,  and  Glen« 
bucket  on  the  W.  by  Cabradi  on  the  K«  by  Kildnuamy 
aad  Coftoy  on  the  £•  and  by  Tarland  and  Migry  on  tbo 
S.  The  general  ^^earance  of  the  conntry  is  hilly,  bnt  noa 
yoeky.  The  halls  for  the  ;noft  part  are  covered  wkb 
heath.  The  only  river  diat  nins  throngh  this  patifli  is  thn 
Don.  It  it  weU  ftored  with  tront,  and  in  rainy  fwnoieis  a 
itw  ialtnon  get  t^.  By  the  river-fide,  the  ibi],  diough  nec 
deep,  p  very  firtile,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking,  eaxly« 
The  air  is  dry  and  healthy.  The  moft  prevalent  diftem- 
per  is  the  gravel,  with  which  this  and  the  neighbonriag 
fanihtt  art  afliAid  to  a  v.ery  cemariciiblB  degree.    If*^ba 
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trae,  that  this  difeafe  is  bereditaiy,  which  is  probable,  this 
may  in  a  great  degree  account  for  it,  as  the  men  feldom  go 
for  their  wives  beyond,  die  bounds  of  their  own  or  the 
neighbouring  parifh.     There  are  fome  mineral  waters  here, 
which)  if  drunk  for  any  confiderable  time,  would  probably 
give  fome  relief  from  this  dreadful  complaint.     But  in  this 
comer,  as  well  as  in  many  befides,  the  people  have  but  too 
great  a  propenfity  to  believe,  that  the  difeafes  of  their  bo- 
dy,  as  well  as  thofe  of  their  mind,  are  to  be  cured  at  once, 
and  without  that  patient  continuance  which  experience  fb 
uniformly  declares  to  be  necelTary.  , 

Px^pulation^  ^r.-— The  parifh  feems  to  have  been  more 
populous  formerly  than  at  prefent.     According  to  Dr  Web- 
fler's  returns,  the  numbers  were  656.     There  are  now  about 
550  inhabitants,  of  whom  282  are  males,  268  females.     The 
regiiler  of  births  and  burials  has  begun  of  late  only  to  be  k^ 
regularly.    For  the  lafl  6  years,  the  annual  average  of  births 
is  12 ;  of  deaths  is  nearly  6.   During  the  iame  fpace  of  time, 
the  annual  average  of  marriages  b  5. .  iThere  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  if  the  pra&ice  of  inoculating  for  the  fmall- 
poz  prevailed  throughout  the  di&rent  parilhes,  it  would  be 
very  favourable  to  population.     Thit  minifler,  eacoiunged 
by  the  generolity  of  one  of  the  heritors  who  refides  in  the 
neighbourhood,,  though  not  within  the  bounds  €if  the  pa- 
liih,/ recommended  from  the  pulpit,-  a  general  inoculation 
throughout  the  parifh,  and  a$  an  encoiuagement  to  the 
poorer  fort,  added,  that  no  fees  to. the  furgeon  would  be  ez- 
peded  -  from  them .  who  could  not  afford  ,the  .-expenfe.     In 
confequence.of  which,  all  the  children,  and  young  people, 
fome  of  them  ao  years  of  age  *  atid  upwards,  who  had  not 
formerly  had  the  .fmall-ppx,'  were  inoculated  at:  once,  ex- 
cepting fudi  as  were  prcvepfeed  by  cutaneous  ecuptiooa,  and 

other 
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other  circumfla&oes  that  were  thought  imfnendly  to  inocu- 
latioo ;  and  of  the  whole,  there  was  not  one  who  'was  fiot 
eafj  under  the  di£eafe»  and  had  not  a  good  recovery.     One 
glH,  indeed,  after  all'  hazaxd  from  the  fmall-pox  was  over, 
and  her  recovery  in  a  manner  complete,  happened  to  over- 
heat herfelf  ilk  tunning  with  fome  of  4ier  companions,  which 
brought  on  a  -  fever  that  was  the  dccafion  of  her  death. — 
The  parifluoner^  here  confift,  in  general,  of  fanners  and  their 
families.  ^  There  is  only  one  diflenter  from  the  Efiablifhed 
Church.     There  are  very  £iw  mechanics;  the  farmer^  here, 
as  is  generally  the  xafe  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  towns,  uni- 
ting in  their  perfon,  along  with^their  own  profi^on,  that  of 
xnafon,  carpenter,  and  fhoemaker,  are,  of  courfe;  reoMirkable 
for  a  degree  of  ingenuity  and  knowledge,  to  which  the  com- 
mon peo{de  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  where  the  divificm  of  la- 
bour is  eiUbliOiedyare-ftrangers.  ^The  women,  when  withm 
doors,  are  employed  in  fpinning  coarfe  linen-yam  to  Aber- 
deed  manu&durers,  and  make  from  a  s.  6d.  to  3  s.  a-week. 
The  numbers  in  this  pariib,  for  10  years  pad,  have  rather 
been  decreafing,  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  fcarcity  of 
fuel.     On  feveraliarms,  that  were  formerly  divided  among 
3  fiunilies,  there  refides  at  prefent  only  i.      The  proportion 
between  the  annual  births  and  the  whole  population,  is  near-^ 
ly  as  I  to  46 ;  between  the  annual  -marriages  and  the  whole 
papulation,  is  as  x  to  no  ;  between  the  annual  deaths  and 
the  whole  population',  is  nearly  as  i  to  92.    The  number  of 
married  men,  including  widowers,  is  87 ;  and  of  bachelors, 
reckoning  from  20  years  of  age,  79.     Each  marriage,  at  au 
average,  produces  4  or  5  children. 

jtgrkultttre.^-^o  wheat  is  raifed  in  the  pariih,  and  but 
few  turnips  or  cabbages.     The  fimners,  however,  begin  to 
be  fenfible  of  the  value  of  green  cvdps,  and  if  they  get  pro- 
per 
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per  enconrsigtaicntt  wimld  pay  iDore  atlcfituMi  to  tbum  mrw 
th«ii  what  the/  have  Ibnn^rlj  done.  The  .pBSJfli  fnpyliqi 
itfelf  wii:b  proTifions.  It8lwftyiiparq&a.ci>&fidtr«bkquM- 
tity  of  oeal  and  fome  bcajTi  part. of  Tfhick  ia  iiold  to  dir 
people  tbat  Uve  oea/  the  head  af  the  riYart  -Dee  aad  ]>Ofi« 
and  the  reft  carried  to  AbeidaeOt  To  thalMvka^  too^  are 
anniUlly  fent  a  good.  WMJ  hn  Aiaep.  Tkr  dealers  in  Undc 
cattle  carry,  every  year,  Itmi  tl^B  and  thatiaighhfiorinf  (lar 
riihes^  to  the  markets,  in  the  foath  of  8MtIiind«  a  aoofidenMc 
number  of  cattle  a^d  cowa,  where  tibe y  are  brwght  up  for 
Engliib  paftnre  .and  £agMfii.0UttkeU.  A  liHt-iniU  baa  bees 
lately  erected  in  thia  paiidi}  and  the  fameza  begin  to 
raife  fbrne  flax,  but  duefly  9*  yet  for.  their  pm  nie.  There 
is  a  very  inconfiderabk  niiaaber  of  acrea  in  fawn  or  artifi- 
cial grab.  Of  hiU-paAnre,  there  is  a  great  deal*  to  whiok 
the  arable  ground  beara  a  fraall  piro^rtkn*  Oafta  are  ge* 
neraHy  fown  froQathe  middle  of  March  oo  the  middle  of  A* 
prili  and  when  the  badey  grcmnd  is  deant  ^  ibaner  k  ja 
fown  fo  much  the  better.  The  barveft  ganeraUy  hcgioa  a- 
bout  the  6r(l  of  September.  In  1782^  tbongh  the  cccp  waa 
much  hurt,  there  was  witlua  the  parilh  aa  nuaqh  whdefome 
feed,  Us  would  Cerve.  itfelf,  and  gire  fome  aid^d>eirnei|^ 
hours  i  and  though  the  meal  uraa  le&  in  quantity»  and  a  con* 
iiderable  paprt  of  it  much  worfe  in  qvality  than  afoal«  the 
farmers  wece  flill  able  to  fpare  as  much  as  helped  to  pay  theijr 
rents.  A  good  deal  of  pain^  was  taken,  though  wkhoat 
much  fucceis,  to  fix,  if  pofllble,  on  ibme  deci$ve  maxiLs  by 
which  the  good  feed  might  be  diftinguiihed£rom  fuch  aa  was 
hurt  by  froft.  Experience  taught,  that  noibreis  at  all  wae 
to  be  laid  on  the  appearance  of  the  grain  in  its  natural 
ilate.  The  cleareit  and  beft  looking  part  of  it,  when  ibwcd» 
often  produced  the  worft  crop.  The  gnun  too,  t|iat  yielded, 
when  milled,  the  gieateft  quantity  of  mqal  waa  i^-fromlia- 
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fdflig  dn  hX  viptaAvt  powers.  ^  Ntkher  £d  it  foDow^  be- 
caafe  the  gnoa  fprung  readilj  vihea  put  into  a  pot  of  eartb, 
that  therefore  it  migbt  be  depended  on  for  good  feed.  It 
was  often  fisnnd  to  ipring  readilj  through  the  groondy 
without  having  ftrength  enough  to  bring  the  plant  to  mattt*> 
rity.  Thefe  remarks  are  confined  to  oats.  As  to  bear  or 
bigg,  when  it  is  hurt  by  firoft,  it  is  alwajs  believed  to  have 
to  external  appearance  of  being  dan^aged.  The  upper  end 
of  the  grain  is  bhckened,  which  is  owiag,  perhaps,  to  the 
liu&%  being  more  tender  and  mtHre  fiifceptibk  of  impreffion 
ttoi  oats*  B  J  attendiag  to  this  diir^erfity  in  the  hulk  of  bear 
and  oats,  die  incumbent  wis  led  to  think,  ^aat  though  dw 
hardneis  of  the  latter  prevented  any  external  aj^aaranoe  in 
to  natural  flate,  when  the  grain  was  injured  by  froft,  yet 
when  firqiped  of  the  huik,  this  appearance  might  be  ob* 
ferved.  Accordingly,  after  a  narrow  infpeftion  of  di&rent 
fpecimens  of  oats  intended  for  feed,  after  they  were  thus 
ftripped,  by  being  pot  through  the  mill,  and  attetiding  to  the 
crops  they  produced,  he  was  ipelined  to  beUeve  that  the 
appearance  of  the  grain  in  that  ftate,  its  being  plump  and 
clear,  free  of  iluivelling  and  darknels  of  colour,  efpeciaHy  at 
She  extremities,  is  the  bell  mark  by  which  found  feed-oati 
may  be  difiinguiflied  from  fuch  as  are  hurt  by  the  froil.*-«A 
great  proportion  of  ground  lies  wafle.  The  limd-rent  is  a* 
bout  L.  xooo  Sterling.  The  average  rent  of  fintns  is  L.  ao 
Sterling ;  and  the  fixe  is  Xuch  as  to  give  employment  for 
8  fmalloxen,  3  or  4  very  Gmall  horfes,  the  tenant,  a  man  and 
a  boy. 

Prici*  and  Wafes.-^Thtrt  is  no  pnUic  market  within  the 
panfii  fibr  beef,  mutton  or  poiAry.  CheeJb  iells  at  5'S. 
the  ftoiie.  Butler  Kt  tos.  €d.  the  Itone  Wag  aS  b. 
£»glsfli.     ^e  ^ce  of  bens  and  doeks  is  generally  6dbii- 

piece. 
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piece.  That  of  eggs  x^  sMlozeo.  The  boll  of  barley  ieSh 
at  an  average  for  13  s.  and  meal  at  xzs*.  A  daj-laboorer^ 
wages  are  6  d.  with  his  viduals.  A  pkmghman,  getting  hb 
viAaals  in  the  houfe,  has  L.  5  a-jear,  and  a  woman  fervant 
L.2»  10  s. 

•  Stipend^  Poor,  ^c.«-The  value  of  the  living,  including 
the  glebe,  which  is  fcarcelj  4  acres,  amounts  to  L.  72 
Sterling.  Alexander  Leith  of  Freefield,  £fq;  principal 
heritor,  is  patron.  The  number  of  heritors  is  4,  none  of 
whom  refide.  The  church  was  repaired  in  1744,  and  the 
mianfe  in  •1778^'-— The  number  of  poor  in  the  pariih  receiving 
alms  is  15.  The  annual  contribution  for  their  relief,  s^ 
mounts  to  about  L.  5,  which,  with  L.  4,  10  s.  the  intereft  of 
L.  100  formerlj  faved,  make  the  whole  of  th«  fund  for  the 
poor. 

MifceUamotts  Ob/ervatiofu.^-Tbt  fcarcitj  of  fuel,  which 
is  turf,  peat,  and  heath,  brouj^t  from  hills  &r  ofl^  and  the 
diflance  from  a  fea^port,  are  gneat  diiadvantages  to  this 
pariih.  There  are  43  ploughs,  each  of  which  is  generallj 
drawn  by  8  or  10  {mail  oxen.  There  about  40  (mall  carts, 
each  drawn  by  i  or  a  imall  horfes.— -The  people  in  this 
comer  are  very  agile  and  wfU-ihaped,  indufbious  and  hu- 
mane. They  have  no  diilike  to  a  military  life,  efpecially 
when  any  of  the  heritor's  fons  gets  a  commifCon.  Luxury 
is  a  vice  not  known  in  this  comer.— -Land  property  is  not 
often  fold ;  when  it  is,  the  price  is  generally  about  25  years 
purchafe.— The  people  here  are  not  remakably  given  to 
complaints;  but  they  are  not  infenfible  to  their  grie- 
vances. They  well  know,  that  as  yet  there  is  but  little 
appearance  of  liberality  in  the  mode  adopted  by  land-hold* 
ersp  of  letting  their  fankil*    If  they  happen  td  have  wf 
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regular  tack,  which  is  far  from  being  always  the  cafe,  the 
number  of  years  is  too  finall,  often  not  amounting  to  19, 
and  never  exceeding  that  number.  And  whild  the  rent  in 
money,  meal,  and  barley,  is  high,  the  number  of  fervices  is 
very  heavy,  being  commonly  ezprefled  in  fuch  general, 
or  rather  ambiguous  terms,  as  puts  it  into  the  power  of  the 
mailer,  if  he  be  fo  difpofed,  to  opprels  the  tenant.  A  ge- 
nerous mind  wiU  never  think,  without  indignation,  on  the 
defire  which  fome  proprietors  of  land  in  this  Highland  part 
of  the  country,  have  to  keep  their  tenants  in  a  ftate  of  fla- 
viih  dependence.  That  the  latter  fhould  prefume  to  think 
for  tliemfelves,  and  the  former  have  no  other  power  of 
coercion  but  what  reafon  and  the  laws  of  the  country  allow 
them,  is  a  fentiment  fo  little  reliihed  by  many  lairds,  that 
a  poor  tenant,  if  he  is  difpofed  to  cringe,  will  often  be  pre* 
ferred  to  one  whofe  fpirit  and  circumftances  lead  hinv  to 
think  of  a  manly  independence*  Among  the  means  by 
which  the  condkion  of  the  people  in  this  part  of  Scotland 
could  be  ameliorated,  the  redrei&ng  of  the  above  grievances 
is  one.  If  any  effedual  method  could  be  devifed  of  banilh- 
ing  feudal  prejudices,  and  quickening  the  progreis  north- 
ward, of  a  more  liberal  fyftem  in  the  letting  of  farms,  it 
might  be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  both  to  mailer  and 
tenant.  |t  muil  by  no  means  be  underflood,  however,  that 
what  is  here  faid  b  applicable  to  the  pariih  of  Towie,  more 
than  to  other  pariihes  around  it.  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  well  known  charafter  of  feveral  of  the  heritors,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  were  a  more  liberal  plan  of 
letting  leafes  to  be  introduced  into  this  diftriO,  they  would 
be  exceedingly  ready  to  forward  and  adopt  fuch  a  benefi- 
cial meafure. — ^The  roads  here  are  indifferent.  They  were 
priginally  madci  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  ilatute-la- 
YplAV.  4  a  ^  bour, 
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boor,  which  is  partly  exaded  in  kind,  and  pardj  commiia> 
ted.  When  paid  in  kind,  it  turns  generally  to  little  acr 
count.  A  general  commutation  feems  to  be  the  preferable 
piode. — There  is  granite  and  fireeftone  in  the  parifh,  which 
^e  ufed  for  building  hpufes. 
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NUMBER    LXXI. 

f 

tJNITED   PARISHES    or   STRACHUR 
▲ND    STRALACHLAN,, 

(county  of  ARGYLE.) 

liy  the  Revi  Mr  Charlss  St£wart. 


tTanu^  Situaiiofif  ^urface^  Soilf  Ifc. 

THESE  pariihes  were  united  in  die  jur  1650.  Stra- 
char,  before  that  period,  was  joined  to  Lochgoilhead  ; 
Stralachlan  to  Inverchaolan.  In  ere^ing  tbefe  pariihes 
into  one,  it  wad  appointed  that  the  glebe  and  mafde  fhonld 
be  in  Strachury  which  is  now  confidered  as  the  mother- 
church  }  and  Strachur  is  the  name  bjr  which  thejr  are  now 
known^  Prior  to  16 jo,  the  pariihes  in  Argjleflure  Were 
very  extenfive,  and  incommodious  for  the  ckrgj  and  peo* 
pie.  Mod  of  the  clergy  have  ftiU  2,  tome  3,  fome  4  placed 
to  preach  in.  The  pariihes  are  oiten  interfered  by  a^ms 
of  the  fea,  and  chains  of  high  mountains,-— Stracfiur  of  old 
was  called  KUttnaglafs^  from  KtH^  which  meant  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  faint ;  but  it  is  commonly  applied  to  a  chapel, 
appropriated  to  the  worihip  of  a  faint,  and  a  fmall  portion 
of  ground  around  the  chapel,  which  was  confidered.  as  lane- 
tified,  and  ufed  for  burying  thofe  who  died  in  the  peace  o£ 
the  church.    Maglafs  was  tie  perfon's  name  who  was  con- 
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fidered  as  tutelor  iaint  of  Strachur.— -Stralachlan  was  called 
KiUvorriey  from  ATiV/,  as  abovey  and  Moirrey  the  Virgin 
Marj.  Stralachlan  itfelf  is  partly  derived  from  Lacblan^ 
the  name  of  a  familj  of  confiderable  difiinflion  among  the 
Highland  dans,  and  whoTe  refidence  has  been  in  Stralachlaa 
for  time  immemorial.  The  reprefentative  of  this  famUy  is 
chief  of  the  Clan-lachlan.-~This  parilh  is  fituated  in  the 
prefbjterj  of  Dunoon,  and  Sjnod  of  Argjle.  It  is  18 
Englifh  miles  in  length.  From  the  N.  £.  for  8  miles, '  it 
is  6  broad ;  for  the  other  10,  onlj  3  broad.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  £•  and  N.  £.  bj  the  united  pariihes  of  Lochgoil* 
head  and  Killmorrich ;  on  the  S.  by  the  united  pariihes  of 
EiUfaun  and  D«noon,  and  by  Killmodan ;  on  the  N.  and 
N.  W.  by  Lochfine,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  feparates  it 
6n  the  N.  from  Inverary,  on  the  N.  W.  from  Glaffirie. 
—-The  general  appearance  is  hilly.  There  are  fome  plains 
by  the  fea-iide,  and  on  the  borders  of  fmall  rivers,  which 
/bear  a  proporti^  to  the  hilly  grounds  only  as  i  to  aa. 
The  hills  afford  excellent  paflure  for  iheep  and  bhtck  cattle  \ 
they  are  gradually  growing  green,  fince  the  fheep's  ftocks 
have  been  introduced  -,  the  heath  is  decaying  fall,  where- 
ever  the  flieep  are  allowed  to  paflure,  but  it  never  will  be 
totally  banifhed ;  the  foil  of  the  hills  has  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  produce  it. — The  diftrift  of  Cowal,  containing  6 
pariihes,  is  a  point  of  land,  flretching  from  N.  £.  to  S.  W. 
between  the  river  Clyde  and  Lochiine.  The  N.  E.  part 
of  the  diftrift,  which  joins  Perthfhire,  prefents  a  very  rug- 
ged and  broken  furface.  The  mountains  become  gradually 
lower  and  fmoother,  as  you  advance  to  the  S.  W. ;  and  to- 
wards the  extremity,  comparatively  fpeaking,  the  land  is 
low  and  evenly. — ^There  are  a  few  fpots  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Cur,  of  excellent  deep  foil,  a  mixture  of  loam 
and  clay,  but  in  general  the  foil  is  fliarp  and  thin ;  it  re- 
quires a  conftant  fupply  of  manure  to  make  it  produce  any 

kind 
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kind  of  crop ;  if  left  fidlow  for  6  yean,  and  not  paftared 
by  flieepy  it  is  covered  'with  heath.  The  meadows,  in 
warm  rainy  feafiras,  give  good  crops  of  hay w— The  air  is 
pore  and  healthy,  idtfaongh  a  great  quantity  of  rain  falls  on 
the  hilb  and  valleys,  as  is  the  cafe  on  all  the  weft  coaft  df 
Scotland*  The  rheumatifm  afS:£b  people  of  difiisrent  ranks, 
and  in  difierent  fitnations,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  moifture 
and  variaUenefa  of  the  climate. 

RiverSf  Lakes^  Sea^oqft^  ^f.— The  river  Cur  has  its 
fource  in  the  mountains  that  border  on  Lochgoilhead ;  for 
a  miles  it  is  rough  and  rapid ;  when  it  comes  down  to 
the  plain,  it  runs  fmoothly,  forming  a  number  of  beauti- 
ful links.  After  running  about  7  miles,  and  receiving  a 
number,  of  imaUer  rivers,  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  Locheck, 
a  lake  of  6  miles  in  length,  and  1  mile  in  breadth.  The 
bounds  of  the  pariih  extend  for  3  miles  on  each  fide  of 
this  lake,  which  lies,  thus  far  S.  £•  and  N.  W. ;  it  then 
forms  a  curve,  turning  S.  and  S.  W.  A  few  lidmon,  and 
a  number  of  falmon-trout,  come  up  this  lake  by  the  river 
Eachaig,  which  communicates  with  the  Clyde.  They  are 
caught  by  angling.  A  fiill  net  has  been  tried  on  the  lake 
with  fome  fuccels,  but  not  enough  to  defray  the  ezpenic 
of  attendance.  The  ialmon  come  up  the  river  Cur  in 
Oftober  and  November,  and  remain  through  a  great  part 
of  the  winter ;  very  few  in  fununer.  This  was  not  the 
cafe  fome  time  ago.  It  would  appear  the  (almon  is  not 
fo  plenty  in  the  rivers  fince  fiill  nets  have  become  fo  nu- 
merous oa  the  coaft.  The  moft  remarkable  thing  with 
regard  to  *  Locheck  is,  its  abounding  with  frefli  water 

herring. 

♦  Then  is  an  old  traditioii  in  the  pirilb  regarding  tLe  origin  of  Loch- 
eck. It  it  faid,  th«  fpace  it  oecapies  wai  once  »  beautifiil  flat  ^f  arable 
land.  The  lake  is  ^^y^  ^tj  deep ;  in  many  places  from  ^o  to  70  fatboais. 
The  people  in  iti  tieighbourhood  account  it  the  deepcit  of  asj  In  Scot- 
land. 
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herring.  They  are  a  dry  infipid  filh;  and  are  at>t  ^f^ 
covered  in  any  other  lake  on  the  weft  coaft,  excepting 
this  and  Lochlomond.  This  pariih  has  i8  miles  of  lea- 
coaft.  Lochfine  borders  it  on  one  fide  to  the  extent  of  its 
whole  length.  The  ihore  of  this  Ipch  is  partly  flat  and 
iandy ;  partly  fteep  and  rocky.  Where  the  land  nigh  the 
fea  is  low,  the  fliore  is  flat ;  where  the  fea  comes  cloiie  to 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  fliore  is  high  and  rocky.  There 
are  no  dangerous  funk  rocks  on  the  coaft  i  it  is  in  general 
what  the  failors  call  a  bold,  and  confeqnently  a  fafe  ihoce. 
Befides  the  herring  occaiionally  caught  in  Lochfine, 
there  are  a  few  cod  and  haddocks ;  but  no  boat  from  this 
pariih  is  particularly  employed  in  this  kind  dF  filhing^— ^ 
The  quantity  of  frefli  water  in  Lochfine,  firom  the  number 
of  ftreams  that  difcharge  themfelves  into  it,  and  its  di-* 
fiance  from  the  ocean,  renders  the  fea-ware  it  produces 
almoft  unfit  for  kelp.  This  manufadure  is  feldom  at« 
tempted.  The  inhabitants  manure  their  lands  with  fuch 
of  it  as  they  can  get  acceis  to.  The  quantity  of  it  that 
muft  be  laid  on  the  ground  is  great,  and  its  fuUlance  is 
exhaufted  with  the  firft  crop.  About  30  acres  are  ma* 
nured  with  it  annually  for  bear  and  potatoes.  It  anfwen 
well  for  bear ;  but  the  potatoes  produced  by  it  are  of  aii 
inferior  quality.— The  nver  Cur  annually  carries  away 
feveral  acres  of  excellent  foil.  When  fwelled  in  diffierenC 
parts  of  its  courfe,  it  undermines  its  banks,  which  tumble 
down  and  are  carried  away.  It  leaves  a  heap  of  gravd 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  which  takes  a  long  trad  of  years  be- 
fore it  is  covered  with  fo  much  depth  of  foil  as  to  prey- 
duce  a  crop.  In  fimmier  and  autumn,  by  overflowing  its 
banks,  it  often  does  much  damage  to  the  hay  and  com  v 
btut  there  is  no  profpeft  of  a  canal  being  cut  for  it  to  pre-^ 
vent  this  milchief.  The  expenfe  of  this  would  be  too*  great 
in  proportion  to  the  benefit  that  would  be  derived  from  it. 

In 
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»— In  Autumn  1780,  a  remarkable  water-fpout  feU  on  part 
0f  this  parifli,  particularlj  on  the  hills  to  the  northeaft  of 
Locheck.  It  niihed  down  the  hills  with  fuch  force,  as  to 
tear  up  the  furface  of  the  ground,  tumbling  down  large 
ftones,  trees,  mois,  and  land,  which  were  moftlj  left  in  the 
plains  that  border  the  lake.  Eight  or  ten  acres  of  ver^ 
good  arable  land  were  entirely  deftrojed.  The  quantity 
of  ftones  and  rubbifli  was  fo  great,  that  twice  the  value  of 
the  land  would  not  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  expenfe  of 
clearing  it.  Eight  inhabited  houfes  were  totally  thrown 
down,  part  carried  into  the  lake,  part  buried  under  the  fand, 
&c.  Fortunately  this  happened  about  2  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. The  people  faw  the  water  rufliing  down,  and 
alarmed  at  the  appearance,  left  their  houfes,  betook  them- 
fclves  to  the  rifing  grounds,  and  flood  in  the  utmofl  confier* 
nation,  beholding  their  houfes  and  eSeds  carried  off.  Se- 
veral of  the  men,  in  attempting  to  fave  their  property, 
were  in  imminent  danger.  Had  this  happened  in  the  night* 
time,  many  lives  muft  have  been  lofl.  The  parilh  contri- 
buted generoufly  to  make  up  the  lofles  of  the  pooreft  fuf- 
ferers.  Every  man  who  could  work,  aiBfted  with  eager* 
neis  in  rebuilding  the  houfes.  The  landlord  behaved  with 
the  greateft  humanity  to  the  tenants.  All  the  houfes  on  a 
fmall  farm  to  the  north-weft  of  Locheck,  were  dtmoliihed 
by  a  iimilar  flood,  fome  years  before. 

Curious  Stones^  ^r.— On  a  high  part  of  that  ridge  of  bills 
which  feparates  Stralachlan  from  Glendaruel,  there  is  a  very 
large  itone,  remarkable  for  its  lituation.  There  is  a  defcent 
from  it  on  every  fide.  The  profped  from  it  is  very  extenfive. 
It  is  called  Caiiteacb-vear  or  vera.  In  the  dark  ages  of  fu- 
perdition,  it  was  perfonified,  and  faid  to  have  a  confiderable 
property  in  cattle.  CailUach-vior  makes  a  confpicuous  fi- 
j^ure  in  the  roar^ellous  tales  of  the  country  people,  over  a 

great 
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great  part  of  the  Weft  Highlands.    Her  refidence  was  laid 
to  be  00  the  bigheft  mountains }  that  (he  could  ftep  with 
eafe,  and  in  a  moment,  from  one  diftriA  to  another  ;  when 
offended,  that  (he  caufed  a  flood  to  come  from  the  moun- 
tains, which  deftroyed  the  corns,  and  laid  the  low  grounds 
under  water  ^  that  one  of  thele  floods  was  the  origin  of 
Lochow,  in  Lorn,  of  Locheck,  in  this  pari(h,  and  of  many 
other  lakes }  that  the  people  paid  her  a  fuperflitious  vene- 
ration, and  were  under  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  her  anger. 
It  would  be  amufing  %o  record  the  ipaQj  marvellous  tradi- 
tions that  prevail  in  the  Highlands,  whipb  h^ye  an  aUego* 
rical  meaning,  efpeciaU  j  where  the  allegory  cai^  be  eafily 
traced.   In  the  inftance  Qf  Cailleacb'vear^  it  is  very  obvious 
Be*ir  is  the  Gaelic  for  a  thunderbolt*    In  the  oblique  pafes, 
it  b  pronounced  Viiri  as  Bein-v^ir^  the  name  of  a  veiy 
high  mountain  in  the  panih  of  Appin,  which  fignifies  the 
Mountain  of  Thunder*    Every  U^ing  laid  of  CaUIeacIhmearf 
literally  applies  to  the  efiedb  of  thunder,  which  is  doubly 
awful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  mountains ;  nor  is  it 
furprifing  that  it  ihould  be  perfbnified  and  fuperfiitioufly 
dreaded  in  ages  of  ignorance.     The  mountains  of  Sierra 
Leona  in  Africa,  which  divide  Nigritia  from  Guinea,  were 
ftyled  by  the  ancients,  the  mountains  of  God,  on  account  of 
their  being  fubjeA  to  thunder  and  lightning.     The  fitua^ 
tion  of  Cailltach'-vear^  in  Stralachkn,  is  much  ezpofed  tq 
every  ftorm.     When  a  dorm  was  accompanied  with  thun- 
der, it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  that  fuch  as  were  tending 
herds  or  flocks  around  that  flone,  would  be  much  alarmed, 
would  run  ofi^,  and  leave  their  charge  to  the  mercy  of  the 
perfon  who  was  fuppofed  to  produce  the  ftorm.     If  any  of 
the  cattle  were  amifiing,  Cailkaclhvuir  was  accuied  of  ha? 
ving  feized  upon  them,  and  no  further  iearch  was  made. 

On  the  &me  ridge  of  hills,  about  8  miles  to  the  eaftward 
of  Cailkaclhvcar  a  fmall  conical  hill  rifes  confiderably  above 

tfaf 
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fiie  neighbouring  hills.  It  is  feen  from  Inverary,  and  frorti 
inany  parts  at  a  great  diftance.  It  is  called  Sien-Sluaifsthe 
fairy  habitation  of  a  multitude  *.  On  the  top  of  it,  which 
is  flat,  afhes  have  been  found,  and  bits  df  timber  half  burnt, 
Tvithin  the  area  of  a  circular  building,  whofe  foundations  can 
be  eafily  traced.  The  area  is  now  covered  with  mofs  of 
confideraible  depth.  Tradition  reports,  and  it  is  very  like- 
ly, that  it  was  one  of  thofe  alarm-towers  fo  frequent  in 
the  north  of  Scotland.  There  were  Chains  df  them  on 
confpicuous  high  grounds  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  coaft. 
They  were  conftantly  witched  v^hen  there  were  any  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  approach  of  ari  enemy.  By  kindling  a 
fire  or  fires,  the  arrival  of  a  hoftile  fleet  on  the  coaft,  and 
even  the  number  of  the  (hips  wa3  announced,  in  a  very 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  to  the  ihoft  diftant  corner  of  the  king- 
dom.— ^THere  is  sen  obelrik  in  the  midft  of  a  plain  field, 
within  80  yards  of  Strachur-houfe,  the  refidence  of  Gene- 
ral CsCmpbetl  of  StrsCchur.  A{)out  15  years  ago,  when 
the  General  was  building  his  houfe,  there  was  a  number 
of  ftones  of  different  fizes  about  this  obeliik.  He  was  told 
that  they  were  the  remains  of  a  druidical  circle,  and  gave 
particular  orders  that  none  of  the  ftones  (hould  be  remo- 
ved ;  on  purpofe,  that  any  p'erfoh  converfant  in  antiquities 
might  be  enabled  to  trace  the  circle.  The  ftones,  how- 
ever, were  moftly  taken  away  in  the  General's  abfence^ 
It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  this  obeliik  was  any 
part  of  a  druidical  circle.  It  is  moft  likely  that  it  was 
crcSed  as  a  memorial  of  the  death  of  fome  man  of  emi* 
iience,  who  had  been  killed  on  that  fpot ;  a  cuftom  which 
i«ras  very  prevalent  in  the  Highlands.  This  obeliik  is  lo 
Vol.  IV.  4  B  feet 

.  *  A  belief  ia  fairies  |nrcvaile(!  very  much  in  tTie  Highlands  of  old ;  nor 
ftt  this  day  is  it  quite  ublHerated.  A  fmaU  conical  hill,  calted  Sien,  wftt 
tfligned  them  for  ^  dwelling*  ^^^^  which  melodioui  mufic  was  frcqaently 
licard,  and  gleams  tf  light  kea  in  dark  nights. 
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feet  in  height.  It  is  verj  nearly  (qoase,  being  ai  incbo 
at  the  bafe,  and  tapering  gradually  towards  the  top,  where 
it  meafures  only  10  inches.  Some  old  people  rememhpr 
a  fiones  of  the  fame  appearance,  one  of  them  much  larger 
than  the  one  defcribed ;  all  within  300  or  4C0  yards  of 
each  other.  By  ploughing  and  digging  the  ground  about 
them,  they  fell  down,  and  were  broken  for  the  purpoles  of 
building.-^There  is  a  little  round  hill  nigh  the  bead  of 
Locheck,  called  Tom-^'^horachqficb^  *  the  man's  hillock, 
'  whofe  legs  were  of  unequal  length.'  It  is  laid,  that  a 
Prince  of  Denmark,  whofe  party  had  been  routed  in  an 
engagement  on  the  coaft,  b  buried  in  this  hillock,  where 
he  had  been  overtaken  by  hb  purfuers,  killed  and  inter- 
red. He  is  faid  to  have  been  of  gigantic  ftature.  He  is 
called  *'  an  Corrachafach  mor  mae  Righ  Lochlan  -^  the 
great  Corrachafach,  fon  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 

Caves, — A  cave  in  the  fide  of  a  hiU,  called  ^mr-ma^n 
caiman^  *  the  fort  of  pigeons,'  in  the  £irm  of  Invemaodio, 
is  frequently  vifited.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  lengdi  of 
time  a  flone  thrown,  in  at  the  mouth  of  It,  continues  to 
tumble  down  with  a  remarkable  noife,  as  if  it  were  roll- 
ing over  fheets  of  copper.  There  is  another  cave  in  a 
hill  called  Carnacb  mhoTy  fo  wide  at  the  entrance  as  to  ad- 
mit 4  men  a-brea(l ;  it  then  expands,  fiirniihing  an  apart- 
ment, where  50  men  in  arms  may  fland  without  any  ia- 
conveniency  ;  then  it  becomes  narrow,  and  in  advancing^ 
^here  is  an  apartment  equally  large  with  the  firft ;  and  io 
on  alternately,  as  far  as  it  has  been  explored.  There  are 
a  number  of  other  fmaller  caves  in  the  fide  of  the  fame 
hill.  A  cave  in  the  farm  of  Ballimore,  in  the  fiice  of  % 
fteep  rugged  rock,  deferves  only  to  be  mentioned  on  ac- 
count of  a  remarkable  man  who  took  up  his  refidence  in. 
it,  and  whofe  name  it  beats.    It  is  called  Uambaebor^ 
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laich^  *  the  ftrange  fellow's  cave :'  It  is  faid,  that  a  man, 
nsknown  to  anj  perfon,  carried  his  wife  and  family  into 
this  cave,  which  is  almoft  ihacceflible ;  that  he  fupported 
them  tticrtf  by  preying  on  the  neighbourhood ;  that  he 
avoided  as  much  as  poilible  being  feen ;  but  that  when  his 
neceilities  obliged  him  to  make  his  appearance,  he  flruck 
fhe  people  with  fuch  awe  and  terror,  that  they  refufed 
him  nothing  ;  that  he  never  particularly  opprefled  any 
perfon ;  that  he  left  the  country  after  he  had  reared  his 
family. 

Woods. — ^The  woods  confift  of  oak,  alh,  birch,  alder, 
hazel,  mountain  afii,  afpen  and  elm.  Their  value  is 
known,  having  lately  been  cut  and  fold*  A  cutting  of 
the  whole  would  be  worth  L.  6000  Sterling.  They  are 
cut  at  the  end  of  20  years*  A  few  of  the  oaks  are  re- 
ferved  tiU  the  next  cutting.  The  moft  healthy  and  thri- 
ving plants  are  pitched  upon  ;  but  though  allowed  to  grow 
to  the  age  of  40  or  60  years,  they  are  not  fit  timber  for 
large  fliips.  They  are  bought  for  building  boats,  for 
couples  and  rafters,  &c.  to  the  houfes  of  country  people. 
The  bark  of  the  oak  brings  the  greateft  part  of  the  mo- 
ney that  is  given  for  the  woods.  The  birch,  alder,  and 
hazel  are  made  into  charcoal,  for  which  there  is  a  ready 
market.  An  Englifh  Company,  who  have  ereded  a  fur- 
nace on  the  oppofite  (hore  of  Lochfine,  for  fmelting  iron 
•ore,  have  a  conftant  demand  for  it.  There  is  alio  a  de- 
mand for  it  from  England.  The  grofleft  part  of  it  is  nfed 
for  liaaelting  the  ore ;  the  fmalleft  or  drofs  for  reducing 
the  pig-iron  to  the  proper  ftate  of  that  metal.  The  plant- 
ing is  not  confiderable.  The  little  that  is  done  in  thb 
way  is  only  for  ornament  and  ihelter  about  gentlemenli 
boufes.  This,  however,  by  degrees,  will  lead  to  plants 
vrxth  a  view  of  hgving  ufeful  timber.    Orchards  do  not 
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thrive  well  in  this  diftria.  The  trees  promife  well  for  « 
few  years,  but  foon  decay.  It  appears  that  not  long  agq, 
the  face  of  the  country  was  mpftly  covered  with  woods. 
It  was  then  9  great  pbjed  to  clpar  the  ground  of  them  ; 
but  this  fpirit  has  been  carried  too  far,  as  there  ^re  man  j 
fpota  of  ground  which  would  make  better  returns  to  the 
landlord,  if  producing  wood,  than  if  pajluredy  t^efides  theif 
utility  and  ornament  to  the  country. 

Population. — By  Dr  Webfter's  reports,  the  numbers 
were  ii93.  In  January  1783,  there  were  1061.  Of 
whom  were  under  8  years  of  age^  -  -         22 1 

Above  8,  unmarried,  -  -  -  43  q 

Widowers  and  widows,  -  •  -  68 

Married,  -  -  —  '  34^ 

The  aver^ige  njimbcr  of  marriages  for  'lo  years  back  15 
9  yearly ;  of  baptifms  33.  It  is  only  within  thefe  40 
years  that  any  regifler  was  kept,  and  for  28  of  thefe  not 
very  regular.  Till  within  40  years,  the  population  is  faid 
to  have  continued  nearly  the  fame  for  a  long  time  back ; 
^nce  that  period,  it  has  depreafed  by  a  third,  and  is  ftill 
decreafing.  There  are  not  now  loco  perfops  in  the  pa- 
rifli. — ^There  are  12  weavers  in  the  parifli,  who  weave 
coarfe  cloths  and  linens,  fucb  as  the  country  people  wear. 
There  is  i  mafon,  3  carpenters  ^  there  are  2  blackfmiths,  5 
tailors,  2  ferrymen,  2  innkeepers.  Thp  people  arefober 
jand  induflrious.  Noperfon  from  this  pariih  has  been  tried 
for  a  crime,  for  many  years  back.  They  refpe&  the  laws, 
and  pay  due  regard  to  their  fuperiors,  civil  and  ecclefiafli^ 
pal.  They  are  all  of  the  eftablilhed  religion,  and  very 
piinftual  in  attending  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

ji^iculture^ 
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Agriculture^  ISc.^^Tht  pariih  contains  about  39,000 
j^cresy  Scots  meafure,  which  is  calculated  from  the  number 
^{quarp  miles  it  amounts  to.  700  acres,  at  prefent,  are  ufed 
for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture :  Little  more  than  the  half 
joi  which  is  annually  in  tillage.  This  computation  is  made 
from  the  quantity  of  grain  fown,  which  is  312  bolls  oatf, 
^4  bolls  bear,  126  bolls  potatoes*  The  woods  occupy 
1500  acres ;  36,800  are  in  paftures  for  horfes,  black  cattle 
;md  Iheep.  The  farms  are  very  unequal  in  extent.  There  is 
4)ne  of  L.  300  Sterling  of  rent  \  feveral  about  L.  100 ; 
ibme  not  more  than  L.  20.  The  proportion  of  arable  land 
in  each  farm  is  fmall  \  the  price  of  labour  is  high ;  the  land 
unevenly,  and  of  an  inferior  quality ;  the  climate  unfavour- 
able for  raifing  crops ;  a  number  of  horfes  are  required  for 
the  labour,  which,  through  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  are 
a  dead  (lock  on  the  hands  of  the  farmer.  Thefe  circum- 
fiances  render  the  arable  land  of  fo  little  value,  that  in  ta- 
king a  farm,  it  is  only  looked  upon  as  a  conveniency,  and 
a  rent  is  only  given  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cattle 
for  which  the  farm  can  afford  pafture.  At  an  average,  the 
pafture  grounds  may  be  valued  at  13  d.  the  acre ;  but  at  this 
rate,  the  whole  rent  is  laid  on  the  grafs  grounds.  There 
are  in  the  pariih  175  horfes,.82i  cows,  12,280  (heep.  The 
average  produce  is  1092  bolls  of  oats,  613  bolls  bear,  and 
1512  bolk  of  potatoes.  The  crops  that  are  raifed  very  nearly 
fupply  the  inhabitants.  About  ico  bolls  of  imported 
meal  are  bought ;  but  there  is  nearly  an  equivalent  of  bear, 
of  meal  and  of  potatoes,  fold  to  difliUeries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.  Upon  comparing  the  number  of  inhabitants  with 
^he  produce,  it  will  appear  that  each  perfon's  ihare  is  very 
£mall ;  but  a  number  of  men  and  women  leave  the  pariih  ia 
fummer  and  autumn,  and  go  to  public  works ;  fuch  as  Gib- 
ing, cutting  wood,  manufafhiring  barks,  and  harveft-work 
\xi  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  267  :  16 :  9 

Sterling. 
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Stetfiilg.    The  real  ttnt  b  L.  zoya  Sterling.     SeTvices 
from  the  temnts  are  almoft  totally  aboliflied.    Th^prxUci* 
pal  eftates  in  the  parifli  are  freeholds^     The  Ibfler  eflatea 
hold  of  the  Dttke  of  Afgyle,  tb  ^rhom  b  paid  a  fibmll  fim- 
i^Vf.  Thi!  parifli  is  divided  attodg  tl  heritors ;  6^f  wfiom 
refide.    The  other  hate  their  refidence  dofe  in  the  neigh- 
boarhood.-*-Donald  Maehtchfaai,  £%  one  of  thiJ  Factilty  of 
AdVt)cat^  in  Scotland,  is  principal  heritor.    Hb  predecef- 
fors  livtd  hi  «  eaffliB,  which  ir  ftiH  ftanding.     It  is  a  large 
bildldbgy  neariy  fquare.    Theh\:ight  of  tfaewaUsis  47  ftoi 
3  inches.    Its  gretteft  len]^  is*  72  feet  4  roches.      It  h 
not  precifidy  knowA  when  Caftldachbn  was  built*      The 
tradition  regarding  it  is,  that  it  was  buih  by  a  lad  j*  at  a 
time  her  hulband,  the  laird,  was  abroad,  ferving  in  one  of 
the  cnifades.     Vlt  Maclachlan  feeins  refolvied  to  keep  tfce 
caftle  in  fuch  repair  as  it  was  in  when  he  fbceieeded  to  it; 
but  finding  it  inconvenient  for  a  family  refidence,  he  has 
juft  now  built  a  good  modem  houfe  clofe  by  the  cafUe. 
This  houfe  is  fituated  in  the  Oftiddfe  of  a  plain,  by  the  fide 
of  a  (mail  river.    It  fronts  Lochfine,  of  which  it  commamb 
a  view  for  feveral  miles.   The  hilb,  which  have  an  unbro- 
ken fur£ice  and  gentle  flope,  more  than  half  forroond  die 
houfe,  and  (belter  it  from  every  wind,  excepting  the  fouth* 
weft.    Certain  fpots  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills  ane  plant- 
ed with  foreft-trees ;  fome  of  which  are  already  in  great 
forwardneis.    The  variety  of  (hades  between  them,  and  the 
natural  wood  will  have  a  very  fine  efied  in  beautifying  the 
place,  which,  for  its  extent,  is  much  admired.    Mr  Mac- 
lachlan's  eftate  fies  in  one  continued  (betch  on  the  fide  of 
Lochfine.     It  is  1 1  miles  in  length,  and  at  an  average  a 
mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  His  houfe  is  about  the  centre. 
The  farms  on  the  eftate  moftly  border  on  Lochfine.      The 
tenants  honfes  are  nigh  the  (hore,  where  they  have  their  a- 
tfable  grounds }  their  pafture  lands  reach  to  the  fbmmit  of  the 
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hiBs  wluch  feparate  the  paiifli  from  Qlendmole.     He..hft9 
more  than  the  half  of  i^  the  woods  in  the  parilhi  whidi 
make  a  beautiful  appearance  idewed  from  the  other  fide,  or 
from  Lflfibfine.     The  fhade  thej  afford,  and  the  delicate 
flavour  <^  a  vaft  quantity  of  honejrliickle,  which  grows 
fpontaneoui^  among  them,  will  be  exceedinlj  refreibiog  to 
tile  traveUer,  when  the  line  of  road  is  completed,  wbi<^h  is 
begnn,  and  carrying  on,  down  the  fide  of  Lochfii^e.     The 
fedinga  they  raife  is  like  that  of  comfortable  clothing  in  a 
bleak  and  cM  country.  There  is  no  objeAin  the  {Ji^uid3 
more  pleaiant  than  gentle  floping  hills,  fliirted  with  wood,  . 
and  terminating  in  the  fea.      Such  an  obje&Mr  H^^li^sh. 
lan's  eftate  offers  to  the  view  through  the  gieateft  part  cf 
its  extent.^^Lieuteoant-Genera3  Campbell,  Colouel  of  this 
57th  regiment  of  foot,  the  prefect  laird  of  Stracjbur,  »  gl- 
fo  a  refiding  heritor.      His  predeceffors  lived  fometimes  in 
Lochgoilhead,  at  a  place  called  Ardgartan,  wherf  they  ha4 
a  large  property,  which  tdH  contimies  in    the  figimily.; 
Ibmetimes  in  difierent  fiarms  on  their  eftate  in  this  jfofifb. 
They  had  a  confiderable  property  in  the  parilh  of  Arvo- 
jfohar,  aUb  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky.    This  family  is  reckoned  by 
fome  the  moft  ancient  of  the  name  of  Campbell*    The  late 
Isdrd  of  Macfarlane,  who,  with  great  genios  and  affiduity, 
had  ftudied  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  Highlands,  was  of  this 
opinion.    The  patronymic  name  of  this  fsmily  was  JUa^" 
ortiMTf  (the  fon  of  Arthur),  which  Arthur,  the  antiqua- 
ry mentioned  above,  maintained,  was  brother  to  Colin, 
the  firft  of  the  Argyle  family,  and  that  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  two  brothers  continued  for  a  long  time  to  be  known 
by  the  names  of  Macartbur  and  MaccaiUeia^  before  they 
took  the  fumame  of  Campbell.     Another  account  makes 
Arthur  the  firft  laird  of  Strachur,  to  have  defcended  of 
the  fiunUy  of  Argyle,  at  a  later  period,  in  which  the  pre- 
iukt  laird  iieems  to  acquiefce,,  by  taking,  with  a  noark  of  ca- 
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detrj,  the  arms  and  livery  of  the  family  of  Argyle,  aftef 
thej  had  been  quartered  with  thofe  of  Lorn.     The  laird  of 
Strachur  has  been  alwajs  accoanted»  according  to  the  cu- 
fiom  of  the  Highlands,  chief  of  the  Clart  Artiur^  (the  Mac- 
arthurs),  who,  like  other  clans,  followed  their  chief  in  pre- 
datory and  warlike  excarfions,  and  whom  he  patronifed 
and  fupported.      Since  the  abolition  of  the  jmifdifiion,  this 
fjftem  is  exploded,  and  in  a  {hort  time  the  exiftence  of  ic 
will  be  totally  forgotten:     When  the  General  fucceeded  to 
the  eftate  of  Strachur,  the  £imi]y-houfe  was  but  fmall  and 
incommodioufly  fituated.     He  pitched  on  a  large  plaiii»  on 
the  borders  of  Lochfine,  inclofed  and  furrounded  it  with 
planting.     He  formed  his  garden,  confifiing  of  2  acres  of 
ground,  and  fenced' it  with  a  high  wall.      It  i?now  well 
flocked,  and  in  excellent  order.     He  has  built  an  elegant 
large  houfe,    and  a  very  complete  court  of  offices,  which, 
perhaps,  exceed  the  proportion  they  fhould  bear  to  the 
houfe.      He  has  formed  fome  beautiful  walks  through  hh 
inclofures,  particularly  on  the  banks  of  a  fmall  river,  which 
runs  through  his  pleafure-grounds.  He  is  going  on  with  the 
Englifh  method  of  farming,  principally  with  a  view  toraife 
a  fufficiency  of  green  crops,  which  alone  fuit  this  climate.  He 
has  called  his  place  Strachur-park ;  it  is  now  a  very  great 
ornament  to  this  part  of  the  Highlands.  It  is  only  about  20 
years  iince  he  began,  and  it  is  almofl  complete.  It  appears  to 
the    greateft    advantage,  viewed   from  the    road  that  is 
carried  down  the  oppofite  ihore  of  Lochfine.      A  large  Sa- 
fon,  which  is  formed  by  a  curve  of  Lochfine,  lies  imme- 
diately before  the  principal  front  of  the  houfe.     The  other 
front  commands  a  view  of  the  whole  pleafure  grounds,  and 
of  the  neighbouring  hills,  one  of  which  appears  from  his 
windows  in  the  figure  of  a  cone  of  the  moil  regular  ihap6. 
In  a  bow  which  projeds  from  the  middle  of  this  front, 
there  is  a  drawing-room,  having  3  large  windows  \  oppofite 

to 
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to  one  of  the  wui^wsis'the  hill  tbove  d^fcribed*  ,  Thtfte 
is  a  particular  hill  oppofite  to  each  of  the.  other  \vindo\ySy 
not  altogether  of  fochia  remarkable  fhape,  but  fufficient  to 
attrad  particulariiotice.  *  The  General'^  tradeiineny  his  la- 
bourers, alid  isvea  his  crofters^  have  their  houfes.buiU.^f 
ftone  and  lime  ^ith'  flated  foofi;  thefe,  an  excellent  inp, 
and  the  minifter's  houfe  and  officeS|-  which  are  clofe  tcf  the 
General's  houCby  contribute  much  to.enlivea  the  appearance 
of  the  place.  *  Ever  j  thing  about  it  has  a  new,  neat;  and 
&iiihedlook;  - 
•  •  •  X 

Stipend^  Scboolj  oii^  Poor.-«-Sir  Alexander  Campbell .  of 
Ardkinglaisy  Bart,  and  Donald  Maclachlan,  £fq;  of  Mac- 
lachlan,  are  patrons  of  the  pariih.  They  prefent  to  the 
living  alternately.  The  fUpends^  bjr  an  interlocutor  of  die 
Court  of  Teinda,  8th  December  1790,  were  appointed  to 
be  7  chaldera  i  boll  of  meal,  and  L.  231 :  € :  8  Scots  money, 
and  that  bofjh  for  ftipend  and  for  fumifliing  the  cotnmu^ 
nton-elements.  The  glebe  confifts  of  15  acres  of  very  bad 
foil.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1786,  and  is  rather  above 
the  fize  of  the  generality  of  dergymens  houfes.  There  are 
2  churches  in  the  parifli,  in  which  the  minifter  officiates  al- 
ternately. One  of  them  is  in  Strachur,  clofe  to  the  manfe ; 
the  other  is  in  Stralachlan,  6  miles  diftanc.-— There  are  ft 
parochial  fcfadols,  x  at  each  of  the  parish  churches.  The 
lalary  for  both  the  fchools  is  only  L.  8 : 6 : 4  Sterling. 
90  fcholarj,  i^  an  average,  attend  thefe  fchools  during  the 
winter  and  fpring  quarters*  From  40  to  50,  in  fummer 
tnd  autumn.  Resuling,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  ptin- 
dples  of  relt^on,  are  taught.  There  are  other  2  fchools  ia 
fhe  pariib,  in  diftri6b  difcohtiguogs  to  the  churches.  The 
ishalntahts  of  1  ot  more  t»jas  jcin  and  ensploy  a  young 
man  for  teaching'  their  cbildx^n.  Hiey  give  him  board 
and  lodgiiig  alterofatcly  ^in  their  houfes,  and  foch  wages  «B 
-^  Vol.  IV.  4  C  they 
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thej  can  agree  for.    At  the£e  other  fchodbi  ti&etc  is  about 
half  the  number  of  ichoiars   that  attend  the  parochial 
fchook.    Till  within  10  years,  there  was  a  fchool  in  thb 
pariih  fupported  by  the  Society  for  propogating  Chrifiian 
KiK>wledge.     In  giving  a  fchool  to  a  pariih»  the  Society 
always  appoint  the  fchoolmafter  ;  and  they  make  it  a  con- 
dition,  that  the  pariihioners  fumiih  him  gratis  with  a  foffi- 
cient  houfcy  garden,  grals  and  fodder  for  a  cow,  and  as  ma- 
ny dry- peats  as  he  may  require.     The  man  whom  the  So- 
ciety fent  tail  to  this  pariih,  was  lame,  old,  and  infirm,  and 
being  naturally  peevilh,  the  pariihioners  and  he  could  not 
be  mimully  iistisfied.    He  died  in  the  fervice.    The  So* 
ctety  did  not  fend  a  fucceiTor ;  and  though  the  xni»iffgr  of- 
fered repeatedly  to  apply  for  one,  the  people  would  not 
eonfetit  to  the  burdens  required  by  the  Society,  haviog  for- 
merly found  them  exceedingly  troublefome.    As  the  So- 
ciety now  have  a  handfome  fimd,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  be  more  liberal. — ^The  average  number  of  poor  in  the 
pariih  is  2o»    Each  of  them  get  from  xo  s.  to  15  s.  at  .an 
annual  diftribution  of  the  funds.     The  poor  confift  of  el- 
derly perfons,  who,  unable  to  earn  a  fubfifienoe,  go  about 
and  get  ahns  from  the  inhabitants.    If  any  of  them  ace 
difabled  from  travelling  about,   there  is  a  meeting  of  the 
heritors  and  feffion  called,'  and  fuch  of  the  parifluoners  as 
choofe  to  attend,  in  order  to  aiTeis  the  pariih  for  their  fnp- 
port.    Every  plough  of  land  pays  a  certain  quantity  of 
meal,  and  this  is  fent  to  the  poor  perfon's  place  of  abode ; 
befides,  fuch  a  fum  of  money  is  fent  out  of  the  funds,  as  is 
thought  fufficient  to  pnrichafe  any  neceflary  of  clothing  or 
medicine.    The  fund  at  prefent  is  about  L.  zao  Sterling, 
which  has  been  made  up  partly  by  donations,  and  partly 
by  favings  in  plentiful  years.     The  collefiioos  at  the 
church-doors  amount  annually  to  about  L.  14  Sterling. 
Many  plans  bftTe  been  concerted  Igr  4ie  Commiiiiottexa 


ofStracbur  and  Stralacblan.  ^i- 

«(  Suppljy  and  the  Synod  of  Argylc,  for  preventing  ibcg- 
gars  from  travelling  about  'without  the  bounds  of  their  re- 
fpeAive  parifhes ;  but  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  in  ge- 
neral, have  been  inch  a  bar  to  thefe  plans,  that  they  have 
all  proved  xneffedual.  No  fine  wiU  prevent  fome  people 
from  giving  alms  to  whoever  aiks  it  for  the  love  of  Cod* 
Though  the  mafter  of  a  femily  ihould  give  ftriA  orders  a- 
{ainft  it,  his  orders  will  not  be  obeyed.  The  beggars  take 
advantage  of  this  prejudice,  fome  from  zieceflity,  others 
from  idle  habits,  wiU  perfift  in  going  about.  It  is  much 
to  be  wilhed  for,  that  fome  criterion  could  be  eftabliflied, 
hj  which  the  truly  necef&tous  could  be  known.  But  till 
that  is  clearly  done,  would  it  be  proper  to  difcourage  giving 
alms  ?  Seeing  objefh  of  diflrefi,  cheriihes  humane  difpo- 
fitions.  Giving  ddly  to  the  poor,  nouriflies  habits  of  be^ 
nevolence. 

WageSy  l^/r.— The  price  of  labour  is  very  high.  It  has 
rifen  very  much  wiAin  thefe  3  years.  To  this  the  follow- 
ing caufes  have  contributed :  i.  The  cotton-mj^nufaftures, 
the  printing  and  bleaching  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Glafgow,  have  drained  this  parifh  of  a  number  of  work- 
men. .  a.  The  herring  which  have  appeared  in  Lochfine 
and  other  arms  of  the  fea  adjacent,  have  induced  many  of 
the  heft  labourers'  to  become  fiihers,  an  employment  they 
prefer  to  any  work  that  requires  a  continued  exertion. 
3.  The  extenfive  improvements  carried  on  by  General 
Campbell  and  others,  have  caufed  an  uncommon  demand 
for  labourers.— The  wages  of  a  good  labourer,  from  ift 
March  to  ift  Oftober,  is  i  s.  a  d.  a-day,  for  the  reft  of  the 
year  IS.;  an  ordinary  labourer  has  2 d.  leis.  The  wages 
of  a  good  man  fervant,  for  farm  work,  when  maintained  in 
the  family,  is  L.  7  Sterling,  and  3  pair  of  flioes,  worth  12s  : 
Three  times  to  much  as  it  VTas  40  years  ago.    A  xhaid  let'* 

vaat, 
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yuLtf  for  eommoo  houfebold  or  jEurm  wor!^,  h^s  1^*3  ^u 
jeaiy  and  %  pairs  of  (hoes,  worth  6a,  A  labouriog  man. 
wi  wbolie  wife  has  even  a  moderate  (hare  of  indnfiiy,  c^ii 
pxaintain.  a  family  of  4  or  5  cbildrei?  ia  ji  verjr  decent  man* 
|ier,  and  give  tbem  a  fuitable  e^jication.  There  is  no  in- 
fiance  of  a  labouring  man  being  .in  indigent  circnipftancc^ 
when  he  and  his  wife  are  attentive,  and  defiroos  .of  em^ 
plojment,  There  are  few  parts  of  the  k^pgdom  wbers 
tl^is  dais  of  men  has  more  reafon  to  be  contented  with  their 
iituation.  There  being  no  market  contiguous,  tbejlaji^ 
for  their  winter  provifion  the  half  of  a  b^931  cow  or  bul^ 
lock,  weighing  from  10  to  13  fione  Tron  weight,  or  a 
proportionable  quantity  of  mutton,  and  a  (tore  of  herrings 
This,  with  potatoes,  is  their  food  for  half  the  year. :  Fw 
the  other  half,  they  live  on  oat<»meal^  milk,  and  fometimes 
freih  herring.  The  potatoes,  indeed,  generally  laft  thre^ 
quarters  of  a-year.  Such  of  them  as  have  a  milk  cow, 
which  mod  of  them  have»  gather  as  much  dung  as  enables 
them  to  raife  a  fufficient  quantity  of  this  ufeful  root.  The 
farmers  always  give  them  ^s  much  land  as  they  can  fur- 
oiih  manure  for. 

*       •  *  r 

I 

Lanjruage.'^The  Gaelic  language  is  univerially  fpoken 
in  this  parifh.  Many  of  the  natives  can  fpeak  no  other 
language.  The  young  people,  from  ^o^cl;y,  go  for  fer- 
vice  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Clyde,  and  learn  the  dialeft  of 
that  country.  This,  with  what  they  learn  at  ichool,  en* 
ables  them  to  underftand  the  Englilh  language^  and,  in 
ibme  nieafure,  to  fpeak  it  ^  but  fiiU  their  jnother  tongue 
^  much  more  familiar  to  them.  In  their  common  conver- 
fation,  whichever  language  th^y  attempt,  there  is  a  mix* 
ture  of  the  idioms  .and  phrafes  of  both.  Let  fiich  as  have 
a  partiality  for  the  Gaelic,  commit  it  to  writing,  whilft 
y^t  its  purity  niav  be  traced^  aa4  it  will  always  afford,  plea^ 

fure 


of  Str^^kur,  iin4  ,iSit&4ffcJflan.  5  yj 


&n5  to  tbe.lesgtied,.  toikiidy  a  laflgwage  lp.flBnrpu%  if^.pioq 
g^^  and  £0  well  c^<^t|Bd  tp  ^d[fnhe^ikt  cuftcMos,  mao^ 
nen^  and  amufements  of  a  people  who,  for  fo  long  a  tim<^ 
bayc  witbftopd  cvciy.  kiiii.  of  innovs^jiwi,    s..    . :  .      . 


i,  JPi^wto^l^^j^-rXbe  jflffajcft  difiidYftfitiig^,,this  .pari% 
Labours  under»  is  .tbe.di£$cult7.and  ^zpenfe^of  procpr^K 
fepl.  Jn  gemra)>  Pfjafs  arc.  iifcd,.  TJiefe^  are  pi^ly  g/^A  m 
die  tops.  of.  tikfi  biUl*  .  P^^ji^pi^^ls  of.  th[e  hiUa  req^isn 
tbfi  leading  of  fbf)fa  very  qroubl^oiti^  Jf  i^o«b<ouldib^ 
gat  free  of  d»^7,  very  fc.W.p(e%ts  wmld.bc  made  inJhQ  jnii 
Q(b.  jnie..l\mtQrf.  fa»4  prkicipf^  t^dUineA  ^))Um  . ^9»b 
chiefly  .J  The.dnt;  on  water-botm  .c<^.  is  a  great  grievance 
to  all  Argyleflure^;iaid  a^great  bar  to.impTOTi^aieqt..  X^Mure 
isJinieftone  in.tbispfirUb^.biitche  prioe  of  coals  r^ndeis 
the  Jime  fo.deai^.  that,  as  yett  itdsJitUe  u&d  iji  zgrk»L 
tare*  Th&  above  gtie vaAcci  is  £plt.  the  more,  that  in .  th^ 
neighbottiing  parishes  of  .I^ochg0ilhe^d  and  Dunoon,  they 
get  coals  free  of  duty,  bdng  jGmaited  on  the  fide  of  the 
Clyde,  and  wii^un  the  lixnits.of  theiirilh. 

Advantages. — ^The  advantage  of  beitig  lb  nigh  the  Clyde» 
this  pariih  enjoys  ia' common  witiblall  the  diftrift  of  Cowal; 
butchers,  from  Greenock  and  Glafgow,  come  to  the  feve* 
ral  farms  to  buy  the  cattle*  The  farmers  have  eafy  accefii 
to  Greenock,  .where  they  have  a  ready,  mark^  {of  .what- 
ever they  have  to  difpofe  of,,  and  .inhere  they  can  procnoef 
and  eaiily  get  home,  whatever:.tb6y  may  want  for  the  nib 
of  their .  families.  .  Tlv  h^ing  3t>hiqh  freqoMit  Lochfine, 
are  no  doubt  %  great  adytntage  to  this  diflrifL  A  clear 
gain,  a/dpuntiiig  ipme  years  .to  L.  500  or  J^^doa  Sterling,  a« 
si^  from,  thi^t  fifliery*  But.  thcJiibing,  itSftoisHj  vchM 
iiiecelsful,  has:  a  ^at  tendency  to.  produce  habits  of  idle» 
1IC&  among  the  pet^.  i    Tbo  method  o£  catchmg  herring 

purfued 
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jilliifiied  in^  Iiocilfiiiey  re^re*  ^nl j  oocaifional  exerdons ;  for 
ttro«fhirds  'of  their  time  the  filhezs  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  (mall  tenants  who  follow  the  fifliing  cannot  pay  pro- 
per  attention  to  their  faring.  Tke  filling  generally  begins 
in  the  month  of  July,  and  continues  till  Chriftmas.  Each 
boat  has  4  men.  Each  man  furaiihes  his  quota  xA  nets  and 
fiihing  apparatus.  •  The-  oWfter  o^  the  boat  gets  a  fifth  part 
ef  the.  clear  profits,  ^which  varies  greatly,  even  when  the 
fiihing  anfwers  beft*  In  one  boat,  each  man's  iliare  of  clear 
gain  is  frdm  L.  la  to  L<  15  Staling,  whilft  in  another  die 
ftare  does  not  amoi^fitto  a  fixdi  part  of  that  fmn*  The 
feccelsfiil  and  nnfucce&fiii  aare,'  however,  difpoled  to  try  it 
next  feafon;  the  foriliet,  ttufling  ta  a  continuation  of  his 
gbtA  luck ;  the  latter,  in  hopes  of  better  fortune.  In  the 
ylmr't^SS,  %^  boats,  and  to8  men,  fi:om  this parifh,  were 
eiApIoyed.  Since  that  period,  the  herringhavenot ap« 
^ar^d  in  (uch  quantities  as  to  induce  the  people  to  make  a 
bufinefe  of  the  fiihing.  This  fifliing  has  given  the  people  a 
tieUfli  for  feafaring.  When  difappointed  of  the  fifiiing  at 
home,  a  number  of  the  young  men  go  as  hands  on  board 
the  {macks  which  are  fent  annually  from  the  Clyde  to  fi(h 
among  thi?  weilem  tfles;  A  few  of  thefe  continue  failors, 
and  are  employed  in  larger  veflels  tbat  fail  on  diftant 

voyacjes.  •  *       : 

.'I 

Cbat^i  produtid  by  Sheep-Stocks. — ^Within  thefe  laft  30 
yea^,  efpecially  fince  iheep-ftocks  have  been  introduced,  it 
is  remarkied,  that  a  number  of  people  from  this  diftrift 
have  become  failors ;  but  it  appears,  that  neoeffity,  and  not 
choice^  has  been  the  caufe.  By  joining  together  a,  3,  or 
more  &rms,  and  converting  them  into  a  (heep-walk,  12  or 
•6  tenants,  with  their  families,  were  thrown  out  of  th« 
u£dal  line  of  employment.  .The  fiea  opened  its  arms  to  the 
young  and  aftire,  Sudi  of  the  elderly  mtn  as  could  la- 
bour. 
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bour,  took  cottaries,  and  wrought  for  hire..  Many  whole 
families  emigrated  to  the  maau£ai&uring  towns,  where  a 
change  of  climate  and  diet  ihortened  the  days  of  the  old, 
and  enervated  the  young*  From  the  era  of  introducing 
ihecp-fiocks,  a  very  great  change  is  obfervable  in  the  dif* 
pofitioiis  of  the  people.  Till  then,  they  ibewed  no  predi^ 
leftion  for  a.  feafaring  life.  Till  then,  their  fentiments 
were  ^generally  warlike.  Round  every  fire-fide,  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  evening  was  rehearfing  tales  of  former 
times,  the  aftions  of  brave  men,  the  warlike  feats  of  their 
anceftors.  By  fuch  converiation,  the  young  mind,  fired 
with  the  fpirit  of  great  examples,  eagerly  panted  after  an 
opportunity  of  being  fignalized,  by  furmounting  difficul- 
ties, by  encountering  dangers.  Attachment  to  the  chief, 
and  a  jealoufy  of  his  honour,  were  reckoned  primary  vir- 
tues. Thefe  were  inculcated  at  an  early  period  of  life,  they 
were  ftrengthened  by  habit,  they  prevailed  univer£illy. 
When  the  chief,  or  any  of  his  family  ftepped  forward  to 
ferve  in  the  army,  all  the  young  men  readily  followed  him» 
as  their  fathers  had  done  on  fimilar  occafions  *.— -The  di- 
ftriA  is  now  thinned  of  its  inhabitants.  The  people  have 
been  forced  to  leave  their  native  hills.  Such  as  have 
gone  have  changed  their  manners,  and  the  old  fpirit  of  the 

Highlander 

*  Inftances  of  thit  are  well  remembered,  wben  the  42d  regiment  tvat 
£rft  railed,  and  particularly  wheo  the  Heirs  of  Ardkingltft  and  Strachuf 
were  appointed  officers  in  Lord  Loudon's  l«giment  in  2745.  Thoagh  it 
was  not  then  the  mode  to  make  the  officers  cottmiffiont  depend  Mpon  rai- 
ling a  certain  quotaof  men,  yet  the  two  yonnf  gentlemen  got  moft  of 
their  company,  who  followed  them  as  volunteers,  from  their  paternal 
eftatet.  How  different  the  fentiments  of  the  people  in  1778!  When  it 
was  propofed  to  raiie  a  Weftem  Fencible  Regiment,  the  gentlemen  of 
Argyleihire  engaged  to  fomUh  a  certain  number  of  mea ;  hot  thongh  the 
jaen  had  an  exprefs  premife  from  Gotemment,  that  they  fliould  not  be 
called  out  of  the  kingdom^  nor, even  into  England,  excepttag  in  cafis  of 
an  inTalion,  the  heritors  were  obliged  to  bribe  them  high. , 
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Highlander  is  extiii;^QiltidI '  iii  tbofe  that  remain.     The 
ih'eep  have  haniihed  the  men.     Where,  in  ii  or  i6  £imi- 
Ges,  a  hardjr  race  was  reared/  eVer  ready  to  repel  an  e&e- 
mjy  and  gain  glo^j^  lb  their  coimtrj/.an  opulent  tackfrnu, 
with  a  iEephefd  or  tW^/  bdcu'py'tibe  lahds.     Theif  canv^r- 
iati'on  is  not  of  former  times.    New  plans  of  tending  their 
iheep,  and'  iinproTitig  their  wool,  bccupj  theilr  thoughts, 
and  engage  their  attentiottV    In  ihort,'  the  charade^of  the 
Highlanders  v^iU '  foon  be  forgot.     To  know  what  it  was, 
recburfe  miift  beliad'to  Sir  John  Dairy mple's 'Memoirs,  at 
His  entering  on  the  tranfa&ions  of  Lord  Dundee ;  dr  Wthe 
Sketch  drawn  of  it  by  the  Abbe  Raynal,'in  {peakifig  of 
the  fettlers  in  North  Carolina.    And  who  can  read  tbefe, 
without  regretting  that  he  has  ho  opportunity,  in  his  own 
country,'  of  feeing  the  originals  T  The  Highlanders  of  old 
did  not  live  either  in  plenty  or  in  elegance,  yet  they  were 
happy.    They  piqued  theinfelves  on  their  capacity  of  en- 
during hunger  and  fatigue.  They  were  paffiouately  fond  of 
inufic  and  of  poetfy.' '  The  fdhg  and'  the  dance  foon  made 
them  forget  their  toils.    The  found  of  the  bagpipe  is  bow 
feldbm  heard.    With  the  modes  of  life  that  nouriihed  it, 
the  vein  for  poetry  has  'alfo  difappeared.    The  deer  have 
fled  from  the  mountains.    A  foreil,  in  die  clbft  neighboulr- 
hood  of  this  parifh,  where  leveral  hundreds  of  them  roam- 
ed  at  pleafure,  is  now  converted  into  a  Iheep-walk. 

ViUages.^^A'Toi^tzxj  fpirit  prevails  much. among  the 
gentlemen  of  this  country ;  they  would  wiih  to  keep  the 
men ;  but  their  laiidi  giVe  fo  much  more  rent  by  ftockiag 
them  with  fheep,  that  they  Cannot  withftand  the  gain. 
The  numbers  who  emigrate  yearly  to  th  fouth  of  Scot*, 
land,  and  to  foreign  countries,  is  matter  of  ferious  regret  to 
every 'perfon  interefied  in'  the  Highlands.  To  prevent  this 
evil^  filhing  viUskges  are  buSding  on  the  north«>weft  coaft ; 
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and  liberal  contributions  have  been  made  for  encouraging 
people  to  fettle  in  them.  This  plan,  however,  does  not 
promife  filcceis.  It  is  upon  too  extenfive  a  icale.  The 
ftrong  local  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  has  not  been  at- 
tended to.  By  the  plan  of  thefe  villages,  thej  will  be  at 
too  great  a  diftance  from  each  other.  It  is  espeded  that 
people  will  come  to  them  for  60  miles  round  or  upwards. 
This  will  not  take  place.  If  a  Highlander  is  forced  or  in- 
duced to  leave  the  iTmall  circle  which  occupied  his  firft  af- 
feSionSi  he  cares  not  how  far  he  goes  from  home.  Going 
to  another  parifh,  or  to  the  diftrift  of  another  clan,  is  to 
him  entire  banifhment ;  and  when  he  has  refolved  to  fet 
out,  whether  from  neceffitjr  or  choice,  he  would  as  foon 
drois  the  Atlantic  as  he  would  crdfe  an  arm  of  the  fea.  It 
is  only  an  immediate  and  a  vetjr  clear  advantage  that  would 
induce  him  to  flop.  The  fifiiing  villages  have  not  this  to 
bfier.  It  is  only  in  the  courfe  of  a  feries  of  yeais,  that  the 
fettlers  have  a  profped  of  being  comfortable.  To  keep 
the  people  from  emigrating,  villages  muft  be  frequent,  their 
prejudices  muft  be  attended  to,  and  encouragement  held  out 
to  them  to  fettle  in  the  dofe  neighbourhood  of  their  origi- 
nal homes ;  and  here  it  will  be  found  that  very  moderate 
advantages  will  fatisfy  them. 

Hint  for  Improvements, ^^Whtn  3  or  4  ^arms  are  thrown 
into  one  poffeffion,  and  converted  into  a  jQieep-walk,  and 
of  courfe  a  number  of  families  obliged  to  remove,  let  a 
farm  in  the  neighbourhood  be  pitched  upon,  where  fuel  id 
convenient,  where  part  of  the  lands  is  arable,  and  where 
there  is  a  track  of  ground  capable  of  cultivation ;  let  it  be 
iiiclofed,  and  fubdivided;  let  houfes  be  built,  and  the 
people  wiU  flock  to  it.  They  cannot  at  firft  pay  much 
tent;  but  by  degrees,  as  they  improve  the  land,  and  get  in* 
to  the  way  of  other  employments,  they  will  be  enabled 
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fuUj  to  indemnify  the  landlord  for  his  ezpences.  Whcrq 
fuch  a  fituation  cjn  be  had  on  the  fea-coaft,  the  villagQ 
will  do  well.  The  landlord  ought  to  encourage  foaie  ma* 
nufadure  of  wool  or  cotton,  to  furijiifli  employment  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  villagers.  If  this  plan  were  fol- 
lowed, emigration  would  never  be  thought  of,  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Highlands  would  be  found  not  to  decreafe; 
ufeful  hands  would  be  got  at  a  call,  for  every  kind  of  la- 
bour ;  fervants  got  at  moderate  rates,  for  the  purpofes  of 
agriculture  or  tending  flocks ;  and  what  remains  of  the  fpi- 
rit  and  manners  of  the  ancient  Highlanders,  for  a  length  of 
time,  be  preferved. — Mr  Maclachlan  has  begun  a  village  on 
his  property  in  this  parilh.  It  promifes  exceedingly  well. 
It  is  from  his  plan,  and  its  fuccefsful  appearance,  that  the 
above  hints  are  fuggefted. — If  the  fums  to  be  expended  on 
the  filhing  villages,  were  diftributed  in  premiums  to  the 
heritors  in  the  Highlands,  for  building  villages,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  people  fupportcd  in  each,  every  pur- 
pofe  propofed  by  the  Society,  who  have  begun  the  fiihing 
villages,  would  be  efFedtually  anfwered.  The  State  woul^ 
be  (Irengthened  by  Tea  and  by  land.  Ought  not  the  Stat^ 
to  encourage  this  Icheme  ? 
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APPENDIX. 


'TT^HE  following  particulars  refpe£liiig  the  pariih  of  Kil- 
-*■    MALCOLMy  (No.  XXXVI.)  were  tranimitted  by  the 
Minifter  fince  the  account  was  printed.      (See  page  274.} 

Name. — ^It  is  fuppofed  bj  fome,  that  th^  name  of  this 
parifh  is  compounded  of  the  Gaelic  word  Kil^  which  ligni- 
fies  a  burying  ground,  and  the  name  Malcolm^  and  confe- 
quently  that  it  was  the  burial  place,  of  fome  diftingdH^ed 
perfon  of  that  name,  in  former  times. 

Improvements^ — ^The  moft  remarkable  piece  of  improve- 
ment in  this  pariih  is  by  Dr  Mollefon  of  Port-GIafgow,  on 
the  farm  of  firadefield,  in  the  eftate  of  Finlayibn  and  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Port*Glafgow.  Upon  this  farm  he  has  biiilt  an 
elegant  houfe,  from  which  there  is  a  beautiful  profpefl:  of 
the  Clyde,  the  town  and  (hire  of  Dumbarton,  an  extenfive 
view  of  Argylefliire,  the  high  road  leading  from  Glafgow 
to  Greenock,  the  towns  and  harbours  of  Greenock  and 
Port-GIafgow,  &c.  He  has  judicioufly  fubdivided  and  in- 
clofed  the  lands,  with  thorn  hedges,  and  belts  of  planting. 
Though  of  a  (hallow  foil,  it  now  yields  plentiful  crops  of 
oats,  barley,  beans  and  grafs  of  various  kinds.  His  garden 
produces  the  plants  and  flowers  common  in  the  climate  \ 
and  he  raifes  many  from  foreign  countries,  which  are  ufeful 
in  the  line  of  his  profeliion.  Tbefe  improvements  do  much 
honour  to  his  judgment  and  tafie.  The  lands  were  in  a 
ftate  of  nature  within  thefe  30  years. 
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